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Proceedings of the Madras Government, Revenue Department,
- 150tk January 1867.

No. 333.  Read the following Proceedings of the Board of Revenue, dated 29th
‘ October 1866, No. 7,805 :— :
f Government, dated 2nd October 1866, No. 2,638,
‘Revenue Department. :
Read also the following letter from the Collector of Madura, to the Secretary to the
Board of Revenue, dated Dindigul, 10th October 1866, No. 342.
1. Ihave the honor to request the following remarks on paragraph 8 of the
Order of Government, No. 2,638, dated the 2nd October, in the Revenue Depart-

ment, may be submitted for the information of Government.
2. In the second quarter of 1865, under the orders noted in the margin, I
‘ undertook to do the Jummahbundy of

Circular Order of the Board, dated the 3rd the Sub-division, and made ovetr the
October 1853. J

: Talook of Periacolum to Mr., Vans

Agnew, to do the Jummahbundy of that talook ; as Kodikanal is only a journey

»f four or five hours from Periacolum, I did not object to Mr. Agnew making that

olace his head-quarters during that time, and there was also an illness in his

Read again Proceedings o

amily, 4 ' .
3. When the Jummahbundy was over in J uly, I wrote to Mr. Agnew, telling
him he should go down and cease making the hills his head-quarters. He promised
t0 do s0, and I thought at the time he did. I am not always aware where the Sub-
Collector is, only if I meet him, when I get a letter from him, which is not daily,
or af the end of the month if he draws extra tentage, I know where he is or has
been. From June he did not draw extra tent allowance at Kodikanal in the
year 1865. .

4. After the above correspondence, I was under the impression he was gene-
rally in the plains, but I' was aware he was constantly running up and down. In
the end of August, I got a note from him from Dindigul saying he was nearly dead
of fever, and that ho was off to the hills, and requesting me to take charge of his
Office temporarily. 1 accordingly took charge of his Office, arranged for his
Magisterial work being done, and told him that, at the end of a month, if he was
not well, he must report sick. Under the circumstances of bis undoubted serious
illness, I did not see any harm in his going to the hills then, because I arranged for
his work being done; after Mr. Agnew recovered he returned to the plains. -

9. In my answer to the Proceedings of Government, No. 1,442, dated 10th
October 1865, I shewed all the days Mr. Agnew had been on the hills for the
preceding six months, and to this time was not informed Government objected to
his lengthened residence on the hills; no order, that I am aware of, was passed by
‘Jovernment on that report. At the expiration of his privilege leave, Mr. Agnew
returned to the hills, the Chistmas holidays being near, and I met him there during
the holidays. It was my intention, at the end of the holidays, to tell Mr., Agnew
I thought he was spending too much of his time on the hills, and that he should
reside more in the plains; but about the 1st January 1866, I got the Government
Order, No. 2,184, dated 12th September 1865, transferring the hills to the Peria-
colum Talook which took them out of his division, which would have prevented hLisg
going there so frequently, and therefore there was no occasion to say anything to

him on the subject of spending so much of his time on the hills,

.
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1 Proceedings of the Madras Government, Revenue Depariment,
16¢th January 1867,

was given for the transfer of three villages from the Pulney to the Periakolum
Talook, was placed in abeyance solely on public grounds, Mr. Pelly having seen
reason to doubt the expediency of that measure, and having, in consequence of
that doubt, called upon Mr. Levinge, under date the 9th February 1866, to report
further on the subject. Subsequently the matter was referred by Mr. Pelly to the -
Collective Board, and the Board in their Proceedings, dated 18th July 1866,
No. 4,913, reported fully on the merits of the case for the final decision of Govern-
ment. This decision has now been communicated to the Board, in Government Order
19th October 1866, No. 2,840, Revenuc Department, and is to the effect that the
hill vilage shall remain attached to the Sub-division, as recommended by the Board
‘on grounds which have the approval of the Government. In fact, Mr. Levinge
coufounds two questions which ought to be considered as distinct from each other.
Mr. Agnew was not at all at liberty to make the Pulney Hills his head-quarters,
though they were included in his division; and, on the other hand, it was not at
all necessary that the hill villages should be transferred to a talook in the
Collector’s charge for the mere purpose of preventing Mr. Agnew from residing on
the hills,
4. The Board must also disclaim having intended, when forwarding to
Government Mr. Agnew’s letter, dated 3rd September 1866, to imply by the remark
they appended to it, that they approved of his having spent s0 much of his time on
the hills. They considered his conduct in that particular was indefensible; but
* the case being one in which Government had itself initiated an enquiry, they did

not conceive that the Board were called on to anticipate the judgment of Govern-
- ment in regard to it. Their intention was merely to place before Government such
. testimony as the Board could bear to Mr. Agnew’s general zeal and efficiency as a
. public officer, believing that anything they could fairly adduce on that point might
- be stated, in mitigation of the penalty his special error had exposed him to; and if

their remark was understood by Government in a different sense, they regret that

5. The letter to which Mr. Levinge refers in paragraph 9 was not written
both to Mr. Pelly and to the Board, as might be inferred from Mr. Levinge’s
remarks. _DMr. Pelly, to whom the letter was addressed, transferred it to the Board
on the 3rd April 1866, but the fact that it had been so transferred was not within
Mr. Levinge’s knowledge till he received the Board’s Proceedings, dated 18th J uly
1866. ’

6. With regard to the statement made in that letter, paragraphs 13 and 14,
to the effect that Mr. Agnew had proposed to reside on the hills for two months for
the Jummahbundy of the hLill villages, the Board desire to take the present oppor-
tanity of pointing out that Mr. Agnew, if he had stayed no'more than two months
on the hills during the year, would not have acted inconsistently with the practice
hitherto obtaining, as to the period Revenue Officers have been permitted to pass
out of the entire year on tue hills belonging to their respective ranges. This period

. was not to exceed two months, and the Board are undc%r.the'impressiox.l that such a
practice has been viewed by authority as open to no objection. Their remarks in
the last paragraph of the Proceedings, dated the 18th J }ﬂy 1866, was based on that.

‘impression; but both in those remarks, and also in a'n order addressed to
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P.roceeding: of .the Madras Government, Revenue Department, |
15tk January 1867,

Mr. Levinge in 1865, (Proceedin
gs dated the 2 J— T
clearly She“'e(l that, in their view of the casee 8th Aubust 1865, ho. 5,266,) they

. ! » it was quite possible for Mr. Agnew
:;)1 Sglontthe hills ¥0ng.er .than was right, and that it was certainly incumberft on
e Collector to notice it, if Mr. Agnew neglected his duty in that way

S —— ctre— -

. ORDER THEREON, 15th January 1867, No. 157.
1.
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(True Extract.)
- (Signed) J. D, §13M,

) ' Secretary to Government.

To the Boarrd of Revenne.

- Exd. S. T. Augustin,

The Governor in Council is glad to find that °
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No 7,805.
PROCEEDINGS OF THE BOARD OF REVENUE, dated 29th October 1866.

~ Read again Proceedings of Government, dated 2nd October 1866, No. 2,638, Revenue Department. .

- Read also the following letter from V. H. LEVINGE, Esq., Collector of Madura, to the Secretary

to the Board of Revenue, dated Dindigul, 10th October 1866, No. 342:—

1. I have the honor to request the following remarks on paragraph 8 of the Order of Govern-

«ment, No. 2,638, dated the 2nd October, in the Revenue D-partment, may be submitted for the
information of Government. - ) ‘ ~

2. In the second quarter of 1865, under the orders noted in the margin, I undertook to do the

) Jummahbundy of the Sub-Divisivn, and made

over the taluk of Peiiacolum to Mr. Vans

Agnew, to do the Jummahbundy of that taluk ; as Kodikanal is only a journey of four or five hours

_. Cirgular Order of the Board, dated the 31d October 1853.

from Periacolum, I did not object to Mr. Agnew making that place his head quarters during that, A 7/LM .

time, and there was also an illness in his family.

3. When the Jummahbundy was over in July, I wrote to Mr. Agnew, telling him he should
go down and cease making the hills his head quarters.  He promised to do so, and I thought at

the time he did. I am not always aware where the Sub-Culllector is, only if I meet him, whenl « ¢

get a letter from him, which is not daily, or at the end of the month if he draws extra tentage, 1
know where heis or has been. From June he did not draw extra tent allowance at Kadikaual, in
the year 1863. . ' .

4. After the above correspondence, I was under the impression he was generally in the plains,
but I was aware he wss constantly running up and down. In the end of August, I got a note from
him from Dindigul saying he was nearly dead of fever, and that he wasoff to the hills, and request-
ing me to 1ake charge of his office temporasily. I accordingly took charge of his office, arranged
for his Magisterial woik being done, and told him that, at the end of a raonth, if he was not well, he
must report sick. Under the circumstances of his undoubted serious illness, I did not see any harm
in his going to the hills then, because I arranged for his work being done; after Mr. Agnew .
recovered he returned to the plains. ' X

5. In my answer to the Proceedings of Government, No. 1,442, dated 10th October 1865,
I shewed all the days Mr. Agnew had been on the hills for the preceding six months, and to this time
was not informed Government objecied to his lengthened 1esidence on the hills ; no order, that [ am
" aware of, was passed by Government on that report. At the expiration of his privilege leave, Mr.
Agnew returned to tbe hills, the Christmas holidays being near, and I met him there during the
holidays. It was my in‘ention, at the end of the holidays, to tell Mr. Agnew I thought he was
spending too much of his time on the hills, and that he should reside more in the plains; but, about .
the 1st January 1866, I got the Government Order, No. 2,184, dated 12th September 1863, trans-
ferring the hills to the Periacolum taluk which took them out of his division, which would have
'prevented bis going thereso frequently, and therefore there was no occasion to say anything to him
on the subject of spending so much of Lis time on the hills. - .
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6. Almost as soon »s Mr. Agnew went to the plains, in January 1866, he posted off to
Madras, and on his retura, he wrote to me that he had got the Members of the Board of Revenue,
and some of the Officers of Government whose names he gave, to discuss the question of the tran-fer
of the hills, and his frequent residence on the hills ; that the Members of Government and the
Board were not aware of the effcct of the transfer, and that there was no intention to spoil the
Sub-Collectorate ; that the change wonld not be made ; and that the Board highly approved of the

Sub-Collector making long visits to the hills, )
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