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o Read the following papers :—

No. 298.  From the Collector of Coimbatore, to the Secretary to Government,
Revenue Department, Fort Saint George, dated Ootacamund, Septem-

ber 1866, No. ;

1. In Proceedings of Government, Revenue Department, and their Order
thereon, dated 19th July 1866, No. 1,778, I am directed to report as to the success
that has attended Mr. Rae’s experimental cultivation of tea at Sholoor.

2. There are, I conceive, but two points of view from which we must judge of
‘the success of the tea cultivation :—

First.—The quantity of land cultivated.
Second.—The quality of the tea produced.

With regard to the extent of land under cultivation, Mr. Rae had granted
to him, aboutsix years ago, 240 acres of land, and of this quantity about 70 acres
are now said to be under tea. The remaining 170 acres are still in their normal
condition ; of these 170 acres, according to Mr. Rae’s estimate, 90 acres are unfit for
cultivation, leaving 80 acres which can be cultivated. According to my ideas, of
the 170 acres mow uncultivated, 80 acres may be said, from their rocky and stony
nature, to be unfit for cultivation, leaving 140 acres which can be cultivated. This
land is no doubt inferior in quality to that portion of the estate which has been
planted, but it is quite equal to the adjoining grass land in point of fertility ; in fact,
I do not think that any of the land about Sholoor, sholah land excepted, is in any
way superior to it. The question naturally arises if tea cultivation has been a
success, how comes it that so much land as 140, or say 100 acres, allowing 70 acres
even to be unfit for cultivation, have been allowed to remain waste. I confess I am
unable to solve this point, and the mystery in which it is involved is not, to my
mind, dissipated by any of the arguments adduced by Mr. Rae in the accompany-
ing original letter, drawn up by him on the suggestion of the Right Honorable the
Governor to prove that his tea cultivation has been a success.

3. According to Mr. Rac’s shewing, the quality of his teas is first class.

They have fetched in the London, Bombay, and local markets, from two to eight -

ghillings per 1b., whilst specimens of the Coonoor teas sent home have, to my
knowledge, not been valued by the London brokers at more than two shillings per
1b., and the Cachar teas have been sold in the Calcutta market wholesale for the
London market at Rupee 1-2-6 per 1b.

4. If the wholesale rates obtained in the Calcutta market pay the growers,
which I believe they do, the prices fetched by the Sholoor teas should yield a hand-
some profit, and lead to their extensive cultivation, even on inferior soils, which may

require a considerable outlay of capital to bring them into good order for the.

rceeption of the growing plants.
5. Combined with the above circumstances, the fact that Messrs. Framjee

& Co. of Ootacamund have, as stated by Mr. Rae, offered to discontinue their
importations of China teas if regularly supplied with Sholoor teas must, I think, be
accepted as a test of the success of the growth of the local teas. I have written to
Mr. Rae, pointing out that I think he should verify, by the production of the salo
bills, the prices obtained for his teas in the London, Bombay, and local markets, as
well as the large sales of tea plants effected on these hills, ¥
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Proceedings of the Madras Government, Revenue Department,
15th January 1867.
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immediately opening it out, plants beng ready for the purpose, will be lost to us
by long delay ; that the promised extension will be altogether withheld, I do not for
a moment think possible, but delay in getting it will ruin us, by obliging us to sell
the estate at a time when all estates are a drug in the market.

I therefore pray your Lordship to grant my prayer for an early settlement of
this question.

No. 302. ORDER THEREON, 15th January 1867, No. 144.

1. The Government are satisfied
that Mr. Rae, of whose death they have
heard with regret, so far as his means permitted, fairly carried out the experiment
of growing tea on grass land, in consideration of which the land at Sholoor was
granted to him, and that the result has been encouraging. They are pleased there-
fore to authorize the Collector to make over to Mr. Rae’s representatives the 200
acres of grass and 20 acres of shola land reserved under the instructions contained
in G. O. 15th June 1864, in full acquittance of all claims on them in connection
with Mr. Rav’s engagements.

Land Revenue.

9. The Collector will forward as soon as possible a plan of the land, shewing
clearly its boundaries, reserved rights if any, &e., and a draft deErL in the same |

——— s

terms as the Sholoor Title Deed.
3. Mr. Rae’s representatives will not be charged assessment for any part of
the original grant, or the extension now sanctioned, which may, as set forth in the
Order of the 23rd August 1860, No. 1,422, be absolutely uncultivable, 4. e., rocks.”
For all other land they must pay the fixed assessment of one Rupee per acre, when |

the rent-free tenure expires, whatever may be the quality of the soil.

(True Extract.)
(Signed) J. D. SIM,

Secretary to Government.

R G S

To the Board of Revenue.
,, the Collector of Coimbatore,

Kxd. S. T. Augustin, ]

E

!

PRSI
.

S i st e e AN Pt












ShoA o o o
Pelivics Ain K W_
b cnen ng o Hagh
aw/,a,»ax, /AZL
Sne T aen A Ke

o Caie K nea Ae
Ne, K WM oot 2. |
Bk Leor T o tivil” M

2 /v 4411.4 %%«M
.[Zﬂ(icgca ‘% .7‘2/‘

e » =~ o

i

—

T . v




/ veen 0 lellcvecl luy l : ,

-

R O s Ca
B e (&G /5
, ﬁ““" £8OL Nenn ﬂv/c
wc/fc»’ s, TR %

e a4 P O " W

| ﬂ/( A’%__ p, - AZ C\.x’;
% %”’ (M‘ CL : v/(,rln,./‘

N
c'/fz- ML’, c»*'c : i‘n\x‘ AL(‘M_‘;

Fav s 545 £
T ,Q&L P X/x,ﬂ/ ,r

%{/‘ d(. M m‘ e e

e T

R =t i

- IE— P a—— = _A___-,:ﬁ e Y - -
Wu/ W %,-y A‘L"""‘?’ ’ e ?m“"“""f‘mm—*—»fwr‘:u T :‘ oy



Susb

N R T TR R AT
S Vi bow e e Ly e

A

&£

-

,

Cuu sl SLad et

] i o B N

el v

1
3




	Image00029
	Image00030
	Image00031
	Image00032
	Image00033
	Image00034
	Image00035
	Image00036
	Image00037

