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Proceedings of the Madras Govérnment, Revenue Depariment, *

15th January 1867,

Read the following Proceedings of the Madras Government in the
Judicial Department :— .

to sanction the intro-

No. 275.

Considering it inexpedient
duction, into this Pmidency‘,. of :ho Punjaul} {
system of collecting process fees by means of > Iere enter 3rd Jan 18
distinctive stamps in supersession of the modoJ uary 1867, No. 11.)
in which these fees are now levied.

No. 276. Osper TEEREON, 15th January 1867, No. 133,

Communicated to the Board of Revenue.

M iscellaneous.

(True Extract.)

(Signed) J. GROSE,
Under Secrelary to Government,

To the Board of Revenue, with Procoedings Judicial Department, No. 11.

2zd. S. T. Avgustia.
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i ' ' ! Jubiciar Depaurdexy,
., No. 1748 '
To . -
' Tae Hovorasre Sz ADAM BITTLESTON, Kr,
- " Acting Chief Justice of Iler Majesty's High Court of Judicature,
' Madras.
HoxoRrABLE SIR, .
\Vith reference to the letter from the Registrar of the High Court, dated the
30th May last, No. 32, I am directed to forward the anncxed copy of a lctter from
tho Sccretary to the Government of India, forwarding a report, explanalory of the
system in operation in the Punjab, for collecting process fees by means of distinc-
tive Stamps. 4
2. Tho Punjab system differs from that of Madras in twd material respects:
. first, in lieu of fees at fized rates being levied for each process beforo it is issued,
ds is tho caso in Madras, a consolidated ad valorem charge is levied onco for all at the
commencement of the suit, irrcspective of the number, &ec., of tlie procceses which
may be issucd in its course ; second, from the procecds of theso payments, a fized
cstablishment is maintsined by the Government, which appropriated any surplds -
of recoipts over charges, whereas in Madras the entire reccipts are divided among
the Establishment.
X 3. The plan of a consolidsted chergo certainly has the advantage of simplic-
ity, and the Government would be glad to rcceive tho opinion of the Iligh Court,
as to whether, in other respects, it is desirable to adopt it at Madras. .
, 4. But, oven if this plan bo adopted, the Government fail to see the advantage .
* bf requiring payment to bo mado by means only of Stamps. If this system wero -
. adopted, it would be nzcessary for the Judgo of every Cotrt to inform the Collector
_ periodically of the number of Stamps likely to bo required in his Court ; the Collco-
tor would Lave to indent for the Stamps roquired, as well as o sufficient rcserve, od |
the Superintendent of Stamps at Madras, and to distributo thew to the vendors, ir
' respect to whose accounts add stock he would have to adopt tho same precautions
‘ as in the caso of Governndont Starops ; tho Judges would, also, have to furnish the _ ‘
* Collector with monthly Statemcnts of the Stamps filed with suits in their Courts;
“and the wholo transactions would eventually pass through the books of the Ac-
éountant Gencerul and Board of Rovenue. \
5. All this miglt be savod by the simple process of roquiring the suitor to
pay Lis money into tlio mearest Rovenue TPedsury; and attach the receipt of the
‘ Treasury Officer, which should be in duplicate, to his plaint, and tke Judgo td for-
' gard ono of the receipts direct to the Collector. The Trcdsury Officer would enter
tho paymont, like any other payment, fn his cccounts, aend the duplicate received ;
from the Judge would enablo the Colloctor tfo see that no recaipts were withheld.
This plan, vhile afording cqual sccurity, would simplify the transaction greatly, °
and obviato all risk of suitors being put to inconvenicnco by any accidental want of
Stampas.
6. At the same time, tho Govcrnment must remark that the rules regardin~ -
+¥ process fces, now current in Mcd.es, ore sufficient, if duly observed, to prevent mal.
practices, and thn.t if the Nazirs of tho Court cannot be trusted in this respect, the
. ooncr & moro reliablo class of Officers is secured by higher pay, tho better for the :
¢ -gake of the privato iuterests with which they also have to deal.
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out o'f’.th OU :;l;:.;ho prescot l?d;“& system, payment by means of Stamp paper is
1on, on acc 1 i . . S
 would Ob\'ionsly’ont&u, ount of the inconvenicnce, both public and private, whica
I have the honor to be,
Honorablo Sir,

Forr Sars
AINT GEOROE, Your most obedicnt Servant,

Oth Noyeinber 1866,

Scerelary do Government.

o tho::g,et;zttg;h: g overnment of India, to the Chicf Secretary to Govern-
Fiasacial Depertmens, ot George; dated Simla, 13th August 1866, No. 1896.
In repl -
ward the :LZJ:.’ yout letter, No. 1065, dated the 10th ultiio, Iam desired to for
panying copy of a letter from the Government of tho Punjab, dated

tho 16th July 1866, explaini
1ning 1 . . . .
for collecting proce,u ffel blyn;le;:sd::n;t:::;:he plan in operation in that Province

From the Seccret '
India, a;‘,m':n:;‘::x (i)ournment of the Punjab, to the Secrctary to the Government of
Ta reply to sour lotter ;'p:\rtmcnt. : dated Murrce, Gth July 1806, No. 894.
» No. 1397, dated 0th instant, calling for s report explanatory of the

2. A sufficicnt number

of the ordinary . '
Sta:ngs, (;;:cuua. and marked with the 'ord.L?"Pf:?:F.s }:'o:t :ldo by the Superintendent of

. ¢80 are supplied to ; o riff's Fecs.” o , —
tbe Financial Commiu!;;ncrbp:f:;:‘;ezm :).utnctxs‘ of the Province, on Indents countcrsigned by
4. Parties requiring the j ordioary Law Stamps are supplied.
sir in cash, Purchl:o . ;‘fnﬁ:‘lme of & proccas, instead of paying the prescribed cost to the Ne-
na Stamp of the requisite value, and file it with the case.

5. Tho .mo“nt R‘l.
w:th the cost of the fixed ;::md J ‘she .:u. of Tutabans Stamps is paid into a fund which is debited
tondf:nt of Stamps for paper, stam :'ms Elhbl.ichment. and with the cost incurred by the Superin-
crcdx;od to Government. Ping, and carriage ; and the balance, at tho close of the ycar, if
. Two practical benef
ﬁfst. the kecping of the 'l‘utul:::n:r :cc?::: .‘0 ;cmlg from this syscem of realizing process fees §
% 1o part of ths Ministerial Oficers are p:":::;hled; scsonlly, extortion and embeazlement

7- I‘ ma’ h m . .
entioned that, ia this Province, matters are s'ill further simplifed, because

process focs are not ch . ;
v s e e e bt a3 i Gty i
miude, whatever may be tho namber of Pm:ci::‘.m.oaccmgnt of tho suit, and no further cuarge is
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Proceedings of the Madras Government, Judicial Department, ,A
3rd January 1867. :

Read the following letter from tho Registrar of the Iligh Court .of
Judicature at Madras, Appellate Side, to the Chicf Scerctary to Government,
Fort Saint George ; dated Madras, 29¢th November 1866, No. 67.

In reply to Mr. Sim’s letter of the 5th instant, No. 1748, Iam dirccted by the
Acting Clicf Justice and Judges to inform you that they cntircly agreo with the
Government, that there would be no advantaze in requiring payment for the servico
of Civil processes to ho made by meuns of distinctivo stamps.  The Govermuent,

No. 21.

however, suggest that it might be expedicut to introduce Liere a modification of the

Tunjuub sysicw, levying a consolidated charge at the iustitution of the suit, irrespec-
tive of the number ond actual cost of the processes which may have to bo issued.
This is now donc ou the Appellato Side of this Court, which issues no processcs of
exccution, but the charge docs not vary with the value of the proporty in euit
(sco order published 4n tho Gazette on the 13th April 156, page 53v); but the
Judges are not prepared to recommend the extonsion of the plan to the Mofussil
Courts. Considering the large number of cases in which' no proccss of cxccution is

- required at all, Tt scems to the Judges that no altcration should Le mado in the

No. 22.

To the TTonorablo the Judges

practico now prevuiling in shis Presidency of levying tho necessary fees for cach
process at the timo at which it is to be served. :

_ORDER THEREOY, 3rd January 1867, No. 11.

'Under tho opinion given by tho High Court and tho Poard of R:venue, and
for the rcasons recorded i thoe letter from Governwent to tha Acting Chicf Justice,

- atcu tue oth ultumo, No. 1743, thd GoOvernor 1o Louucit docs not consider 3t

cxpodient to sanction tho introduction into this Presidency of the Punjaub systcm
of eollecting process fues by means of distinctive Stamps, in supcrsession of tho

@Mo in which thesc foes are now lovied.
' (Truo Extract).
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tho High Court.
Rovenuo Dcpartmont. '
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