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Proceedmgs of t}ze M’adras Gavernment, Revenue Department
: Tih J une 1867. " :

\41

Read the followmv papers ; i— L

No. 110.  From the Secretaly to tho Government of India, Fmancml Depart-
ment, to the Chief Secretary to the Government of Fort Saint Georﬂ'e, dated
‘Fort William, the 13th I‘ebruary 1867, No. 713. \

I am directed to forward the accompanying copy of Revenue Despatch from -

the Right Honourable the Secretary of State for India, dated 15th December 1866,

No. 78, and of its enclosure, relating to an application for the admission, duty free,

into the ports of Madras, Bombay, and Caleutta, of all timber coming from ports and -
places within the territories of His Highness the Maharajah of Johore, and to’
request that this department may be favoured mth the views of the Gover nment of

Madras on the subject L

Despatch from the Rwht Ionourable the Secretary of State for India, (Revenue,) to His Excellency
the Right Honourable the Governor General of India in Council, dated India Office,
London, 15th December 1866, No. 78. . .

1. I have had under my consideration in Council the accompan)mg copy of a letter from
‘Mr. II. M7 Siuions, of the Firm of Patersons -

3

v Dated 27th I\ovomber 1566

v _ nww- Simons and Co., at Singapore, in which he .

comphmq of the dunlcs lened at Calcutta Madras, and Bombay, on the importation of timber from °
the territories of Ilis Highness the Maliarajah of Johore, and requests me to bring the question
before your Lixcellency in Council, with a view to the admission, [ree of duty, iato those ports of all
timber commor from ports and places within the territorics of Ilis Highness the Maharajah of

Johore. ,
- 2.- 1 desire, therefore, that your Excellency in Council will consider Mr. Simons’ application,

and rcpoxt to me thereon, as soon as you convemcntly can do so.

From II. M, SIBIO‘\.S, Esq, to the I’umht Honourable the Seeretary of State for India, dated
London, No. 101, Cannon Strect, 27th November 1856, '

1. The object with which I have now the honour of addressing you, is to call your Lordehxp 8

* attention to the existing Import duties on timber at the ports of Calcutta, Madras, and Dombay,
8o far as the same affect the trade in that commodity {from the territories of His llighness the

Mahara_]ah of Johore. . .
. The Import duties in question, except in specific cases of exemption, consist of an

ad—valorem Customs duty of five per cent., with a further town duty of two and a half per cent.,
making altogether seven and a half per cent.

. 8. _The Government of India allow a total exemption from duty to Teak timber 1mported
from Moulmem aind Raugoon,; and I am informed that the same excmption extends to all timber
"coming from Native States, into which British goods are admitted free of duty ; the Native Stato

of Travancoxe being an example of this system of reciprocity. »
" 4. Within the territories of His Highness the Maharajah of Johore, no duty whatever is

char&red on the importation of British goods of any description, while his Government allows every
facility to the operations of commerce, and, under these circumstances, I would respectfully submit
to your Lordship’s consideration, that timber imported from the Johore territories has just claims
for admission free of duty into the chief ports of the Indian Presidencies. = .

5. The firm in Singapore, to which I belong, Messrs. Paterson, Simons and Co., is largely
interested in certain steam-driven saw-mills, set up in the Johore territory, which have of late been -
chiefly employed in cutting sleepers for the Indian Railways, and the Import duties in question
cannot fail to prove a serious obstacle to the extension of similar operations, as will be more obvious
to your Lordship when you take into consideration the heavy freight to which timber is liable,

- and 8o disproportionato to itg market value, _beinig seldom less than twenty-five per cent. of its cost.
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Proceedi |
edings of the Madras Government, Itcrenu? Deparz,;zé,; {
Tth June 1867. ’

SO

1t is notorious that ti e
timb x \
T oy ixn Biiil:‘s lon,,hbcm very scarce and proportienately bigh-priced throughout
Compann duted o for bk o 81 At report of the Chief Engineer of the East India Raiosy
_ : as 8th August 1859, contains the following passage i—

113 Thc di’mand f "
. g br timber ir H .
* addition to the ordinary requi:c;lledx: fofr IRallWay purposcs, more particutarly for sleepers 1o
- 8¢ nrese - nts of the . R :
“I.‘reacnt very far exceeds the supply, and _Countr}’ ﬁfl'l for Darracks and Pubilc Works, at
‘ﬂlust now expericnced in supplying our’ . tPf:CCS have risen aceordingly, and wuch difficulty i3 )
o o’ rant: . *
ien, the difficulty of procuring a dn" 3'_ And there can be no doabt whatever that, since -
6. Mach micht nerl  adequate supplies of tiniber has very greatly increased
. zht perhaps be urged agai =
Mou_lmem and Rangoon asp‘:cue m‘g-t’l against the protection aforded to teak jported from e
Indian perts, on an al‘t;clo in s ashagmmt the general poliey of a Lieavy Tmport duty at the chie !
thkroughout India, but I kere \T:u}f unusual rcquest as timber, and which is avov;cd‘iy 59 6CATCO '
these ports of timber eXport;d f tOJC(;nﬁne myself to the elaims for almission free of duty, into
of the N ve S : rom Johore, found . o . i .
. 3;:!3 »itate of Travancore, and oth;rs six:?ld oln thf’ system of reciprocity adopted in respect
. accordingly requ alatiy circumstanced.
. ucst th .
may corsider £t and pm;" toqb(:. t that your Lordehip will be pleased to take such steps as yol
the admission, free of dutv, i.nt ring ths question before the Goverament of Inlia, with @ view to
from ports and places wi ¥, 100 the ports of Calcatta, Madras, and I 1 e .
- $ Within thé Territovices of 1is 11 dra3, ombay, of all tisber coming
E 1is _Ilﬁlghncss the Mabarajah of Jehore. - tl

———
o e

’&." . 0 e
Transfer ’ dO Sd;’ Ilome Department, the 23tk Fomwary SCTTTTT
\S1CTIC W‘ T . '
, with enclosure, to the Financial Dcpartmeut, for dispoml,
(rrruc COPiCS,) ) e .
, (Signed) J. E. COOKFE,
Assistant Sccrelary {o the Governncnd of India.

Refer
red to the Board of Revenue for their remarks.

(Signed) W. [IUDLESTON,

A7th Tebr -
R Tebruary 1867, Secretary 1o Government.

No. 111.  Proccedi
* rocced .
) ings of the Bgard of Iicvenue, dated 21st March 1867,;
Read tho followi No.1,759. .
iowing lett .
the Doard (ff ;:C\gf o t(lllc Collcetor of Sca Customs, to the Secretary to
1. e, dated Madras, 11th March 1867, No. 235-

Board™s T :
2. With rbefc::rj::im%; of March 5th, 1867, No 1,559 ' -
. o\ - N N ¢ b
tary of State for India, I hav: ‘tosntn(tmvs letter to the Right 1Honourable the Secre-:
"3. Notimbe state as follows :— ’
. r has ov . 5*
4. If imPortedasti‘oerch?n imported here from Johore
. ’ u . . )
z}nd t;mre is no town duty stom duty is seven and a half per cent. ad—zalorem,'
. Teak is ex .
. xport o .
. .6' Everything ine](;;:f rg Elltmh India duty free, but no other timber.
British Indian Ports, but iinc\b ron:1 llloulmcin and Rancoon is frce, as they are
and Cey N cr and all duti s VI
| Ceylon, Bl‘l\huh Colonies g utxa};lc articles from Singapore, Penangy .
S 7. The reciprocity %}'st, pay duty when importcd into India ‘
.States of Travanco system is in force as voees ’ e .
ne . ) recards Br : 1 4he ) ,
India reciprocati ore and Cochin ; but that is s Briti Ifld'a’ and the Ra778.
. ing with Johore, (a foreign St o argument in favour of .Bnu:fh'
gn ate,) when the system is not in forc®,
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. Proceedings of the Madras G overnment, Revenue Departmént,
Yth June 1367. '

) -

as regards British Colonies, and the reciprocity would be, as far asI can judge,

“ cntirely one-sided.

g

+

1. The Collector of ‘Sca Customs is requested to report what the value of

the Import trade in timber has been at the port of Madras in each of last four and
in the present official year. : A '

9. My. Blair, in making his final remork, h
Simons’ statement, that all British goods (including, it is presumed, British Indian
d into the Johore territories daty free. o o

prm——y

as apparontlj overlooked Mr.

goods) are allowe

Revenue, dated 92rd May 1867, No. 3,215.

No. 112. Procced'mgsvof the Board of
f Sca Customs, dated 11th March 1867,

Read again letter ¢rom the Collector © :

No. 238, recorded in Board’s Proceedings, dated 21st idem, No. 1,759.

Read also the following letter from the Collector of Sca Customs, to the Secretary
to the Board of Revenue, dated Madras, 97th March 1867, No. 310.

1.. Board’s Proceedings, No. 1,759, of the 91st instant. 1 have the honour to

e return of timber called for.

‘did not overlook Mr. Simons’ statement that all British goods are allowed
duty free.- 1 considered the reciprocity would be
s goods to India, while India sends none

enclose th

9. 1
into the J ohore territories
entirely one-sided, because Johore send

o Johore.
er imported info Fort

Saint George for the last five
official years. ‘ .

Statement shewing value of timb

.
‘ 1862-63. 1863-6¢

United Kingdom o Duty

America - . do.

Ceylon .. do.

Penang. Singapore, and Malacca ((110.

tr ver o wee 0. : A
%Illlxirtl,:a;ac;ng - Fr{:e 4,613 ) ceereeer o7
e ont do. | ceeeeerer oo ) e 1 a2.059 | 5,42,03 .
gflxﬂlr:gn T e e do. | 6,585,442 575,370 7,20,173 14,62,059 5,42,033
Ranzoon o e 57588 | 1,30,498 116,302 | 93,840 1,51,966
T:a\?mcore do. 18,052 36,948 33,291 51,332 39,407
Passein - v do. | eesereres ‘ 238 SN B B o
Indian French Ports... do. | eeemeeer 3,190 T | e
(Signed)' J. 11. BLAIL,

MADRAS,

o4l March 1867. Collector of Sea Customs.

———

ent, dated o7th February 1867, the Government

1. With their Endorsem
for the abolition of duty on timber

ed, for the Poard’s remarks, 2 proposal
‘the ground that no duty 18 charged on British goods

and the practice which pre
d as a precedent.

referr
imported fr
imported into Johore,
(namely reciprocal free trade) was also quote

vails regarding Travancore, &cy
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Proceedinm, .
8% of the A
Tadras Goz'crnmenl, Revenue D - N
Tth June 1867 e Department,  a

o
.

e

[
2 ard
£oods and Zyisien 1 however, observe !

sh Inds 1t t : . A
ndian products here is o difference Lotween Dritish

y and there is
re 1s no analogy betw.cn the eases of

Tl‘a\-
ancore and J,
nd JohL
: ohor .
under Wh‘ v K C. Dut -
ic ise : .
h category are inc]} ] harged on timber imported fiom fored .
uded Engla -df1om foreiyi countrics,

countrics |
. 1cs beyvond British Ind;
i 1 3. Moulmeip d.P ndia,
¢ and Tray and Rape
¢ Yancorn Moo
~tothe B ancore, thouygh 5 I?t' n
f . rltl.}'p GovCrl{mn Litive
. _l‘ee nto Johore ant.
11:5 would be wel)
Iadras Onl-y b .
Timber ; y bu
i r1s both

nd, Ceyle RTINS
; Ceylon, Australia, Singapore, and all
are part of e ) t
Srate i "Hor A ,r“-]“‘ft}" s Dritish Indian Territorics,
\Vhet,her’ B ! "u"t of Rritidh Indix, aud payvsa b‘ubsidf
::)IP llOt, ﬂ)e BU&I‘d . ti 1tisi) Illdl.l!l I’“J’JUC(S are :vl‘mitted duty
. X d 't aware - :
t 1at all timber be gdum; td“‘a.c ; they are, however, of opinion that
that the trade i thi itted duty free, not from Johore onl in
1 . 8 [0 only or 1t
T in l:? '111111:'10 of import might bLe alto"ctlxgr free.
i1s Presi z © ’
obliged to z;SldCI‘c}'a and is becoming more 80,
; ed timber “1’ ant at great expense. The Customs’
sirable that our £, as only about 1,600 Rupees, and it
rests should be relieved of the drain on

meang,
No. 113
. 113,
_ Orprr :

Separ ‘R TIEREON, Tt ’
s Tovemmn To o » Tth June 1867, No. 1,292 )
] ) 1 TII G - gt e .
— ¢ Government concur in opinion with the

——
Boa

rd that

n -

-.m‘rangemCms’i)I special reason exists for exceptional
desirable o ﬁ-;cmﬁa rdItO Jokore; but that it is highly’
raiu iic Import timl "~ e +

on our own forests P ber trade from all

Customs,

(Signed) W. HUDLESTOY,

Sceretary to Corernment.

-

-~ ..

»m the Boarg of Révemlle
-/ /

\

Exd. 8. 7. Augustio.
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REVENUE DEPARTMENT.
Forr SAINT GEORGE,
7th June 1867,

No. 1,293.

No. 114.

To _
CRETARY T0 THE GOVERNMENT oF INDIA.

Sie,
1. With reference to your letter

dated 13th February 1867, No. 713,
I am directed to forward herewith

copies of the papers noted in the margin,
containing the remarks of the Board of
Revenue on the proposal to admit duty-
free into the ports of Madras as well as
all timber brought from ports and places within the

the Maharajah of Johore. _
oncur in opinion with the Board that

nts in regard to Johore, but that
trade from all burdens so as fo,

Tae SE

Separate Revénue, No. 1L

Customs.

Proceedings Board of Revenue, dated 21st -

March 1867, No. 1,759.
Do. do. 23rd May 1867, No. 3,215.

of Bombay and Calcutta,
territories of His Highness

2 ITamto add that the Government ¢

no special reason exists for exceptional arrangeme

.jt is highly desirable to free the import timber
reduce the drain on our own forests.

1 have the honour to be, -
- Sir,
: Your most obedient servant,
(Signed) w. HUDLESTON,
Secretary to Government.

Exd. S. T. Augustin.
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