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ﬁroceedmga of the Madras Government, Revenue Department,

. ,,‘_'i Fo s Tl - 18th May 1867. \ ’
R 5y .
o L ' " " . -~ Read the following letters —
N 0. 283. From the Accountant General, to the Chicf Sccretary to Government,
Financial Department, dated Fort Saint George, 29th January 1867, -
No. 374. . . )
. 1. Ihave the honour to acknowledge the receipt of the Order of Government,

*in the Revenue Department, dated the 15th instant, No. 123, and to state that, in -
obedience to the instructions contairied therein (pmacrraph 6), all letters, memo-
randa, and other documents will, in future, be addressed by this Department to the
Collector of the district, instead of to the Treasury Officer as heretofore.

2. At the same time I deem it only 1{<vht to express my fears that the change .
of system, now ordered, will be the cause of much inconvenicnee and delay in the
preparation of accounts, and in the enforcement of retrenchments, unless very
stringent orders are snnultaneously issued, through the Revenue Department,
reminding Collectors that in all matters of accounts and audit they are subord1.
nate to the Central Office of Account, and are required strictly to conform to all_
the instructions issued by it, and especially in the matter of retrenchments.

.3. In proof that the orders which I now solicit are not uncalled for, I need
only refer to the proceedings of the Collector of Kistna, in the very case which
elicited the Order of Government under consideration. In that case a formal
order of retrenchment against a subordinate Revenue Officer was issued in the .

‘ usual course by the Audit Depa.rtment of my Office, with instructions to the Trea-
sury Officer to recover the amount in cash. These instructions were deliberately
ignored by the Treasury Officer who, on being called to account, pleaded in cxcuse
of his neglect that he had been required by his Collector to suspend the order of
retrenchment, pending the result of a reference which was presently to'be made
. to the Board of Revenue on the subject. Upon this the Deputy Accountant Gene-
ral, in charge of the Audit Department, ‘wrote to the Co]lector, pointing out the
pecuniary responsibility incurred by the Treasury Officer in not recovering the
retrenchment as directed by him, and statipg, at the same time, that Dharma Row,
“in his capacity of Treasury Ofﬁcer, was a ministerial officer of the Account Depart-
ment, and bound therefore to obey the injunctions issued by the Head Office.

4. In thus addressing the Collector Mr. Taylor may have erred, and it
certainly 1is to be regretted that he did not rather, at that stage of the proceedings,
refer the whole matter through me, for the consideration and orders of Government.
But afar more serious error, I submit, was committed by the Collector, and to the
irregularity of that Officer’s prOCedure is entirely due that conflict of authority which
the Government it the foregoing Procecdings so justly condemn. If the Collector
had reasonable grounds for questioning the propriety of the retrenchments or der,
issued by the Deputy Accountant General, it was obviously his duty to address the
Accountant General on the subject in the first instance, and, failing to obtain satis-
faction from him, then to have sought redress for his subordinate from Govern-
ment ; but in licu of adopting this course, the Collector summarily issued instruc-
tions to the Treasury Officer, forbidding him to execute the retrenchment, and in
acting as he did, I am decidedly of opinion that Mr. Thornhill exercised an autho-
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- of preparing and submitting accounts to his Oflice, i3 in itsc

Procecdings of the Madras GGorernment, Recenue I)epartmt’nfv
18th May 18067,
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5 ‘The main point at issue, therefore, in this, case, requinig the conside

tion of Government was, not whether a Treasury Officer is bound to caury U“t.“
retrenchment order, issued by the Audit U“"';cc'in opposition to the views Of‘_lgs
Collector, but whether it is competent to the latter oflicer sunmarily to set aswde
an order issued by the Accountant General in the discharge of tho legitimat

o fuuc-
- - L) . ] . ) . tllo
tions of the oflice. If this question be decided, as | submit it must be 811' e
14 . : C
n the Collector and Treasury il

negative, the possiliility of any collision betwee
X‘gl\r (‘xl.‘.‘tc

in carrying out the instructions of this department will no lo
Ofiice to enforce 13

1 co on
nor 13 there a & -
srdinates a suii once

icted on the rctrcnchcd
gystem than
time between
n which
Janation

6. Under the old system of pre-audit, the authority of this ¢
retrenchments was never called in question, ingle insta?
record of a Collector having ever paid to one of Ly subx
allowed by this OJice on audit.  No greater Lard=hip is inf!
oflicer by the temporury suspension of his pay under the PI‘C‘SC“t
under the old, indeed not so much, for now an Officer has usually :
the dato of retrenchment and the next issue of pay to make any explanatio
he may have to offer in support of the validity of his claim, and, if such exp
be deemed satisfactory, the retrencliment is at once withdrawn.

ree "o - . ot.
7. The difiicultics experienced under the present system of post-au

v i i i tners 1B
recovery of retrenchments, and in obtaining due punctuz\ht)' and corrccm] b
and it has been o0 y by

dit in d.m
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the preparation of the accounts, are slready very great, . ond
dint of continually and foreibly impressing upon Treasury Oflicers their P 1w
responaibility on these points, that I have been enabled to prevent the Q'CCLII; n
lation of Leavy urrcars,  Inthe Kistna District cspecially have these diﬂicul‘m‘: a;
much enhanced by the unusaal action taken by the Collector, 83 ubove noticets

in a Statement of arrears now under preparation, which I have been cal.lcd up;):lnt‘i
compcllcd to shew as still outa:
counts of that district of very ? h
ing that on Wl“f

furni-h to the Supreme Government, I shall be
ing, retrenchinents made on the audit of the ac
date, and which were ordered to be recovered in the month follow

the urder of retrenchiment was issued.
e e cnsion the Proser?
8. T cannot, therefore, but view with considerable apprehiensio? the P

requisition of Government, whi¢h will have the cffect of completely deranging tho
existing arrangements, so far as this Offico is conerned, and without FC‘C“”nghanZ
corresponding benefit, as I believe, either to Government or the Collectors t.]i'r(li.
sclves. Tho mere fact that the Head of the Account Department shoul.d be forbi
ted with the duty

den to communicate directly with the Otlicers immediatcely entrus al
If a manilest anomaly)
tion ©

. . . . struc
and one which will naturally lead to scrious complication and obstru

business.
) : 1se for a
9. 1 carnc'stly ]mpo, thercfore, that if the Government sce no ¢au " of
. . . . ) . ces

re-consideration of their order in question, they will at least 6¢° the nq‘ 'tz v
. 3 - - - . d - \d 1
issuing with it thoe instructions I have now sulicited, in order that my autaorit,
Head of the Account Offices in this Presidency may Lo uzheld.
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Proceedings of the Madras Government, Revenue Department,
18th May 1867.

N. 284,  From the Accountant General to the Government of Madras, to the Chief
Secretary to Government, dated Fort Saint George, 13th April 1867,

No. 22. :
Adverting to my- letter to your address of the 29th January last, No. 374,
I have the honour to submit, for the consideration and orders of Government,

six letters* addressed to me by the Col-

Seven letters.

* To be returned, X
pah, Tanjore, Salem, and Ganjam, com-

plaining of the inconvenience caused by addressing Letters of Credit, Advices, and
other documents, requiring immediate attention, to the Collector of the district,
instead of to the Treasury Officer as heretofore. Every endeavour has been made
by this Office to carry out the instructions of Government with as little inconve-
nience as possible, and with this object in view, all letter covers despatched from
it, containing letters of credit, advices, &c., shew distinctly on the envelope their
contents; whether it is advisable in all cases to make known the contents of the
envelope, appears to me somewhat doubtful, but in no other way that I am aware
of could the wishes of Government be obeyed.

No. 285. OrpER THEREON, 18th May 1867, No. 1,124,

. 1. In their Order of 15th January 1867, No. 123,.

Revenue Department, paragraph 6, the Government
directed that in future “all communications from the

Miscellaneous.

Accountant General to the Collectors
who will make such arrangements as are nec
them.” The letters were to be superscribed ‘¢ Treasury,
diate,” ¢ Urgent,” &e;, according to circumstances.

9. Tn the first letter above recorded, the Accountant General, while stating
that the order would be carried out thoroughly, expressed his fears that it would
lead to great delay in the preparation of accounts and enforcing of retrenchments,
unless stringent orders were issued by Government that in all matters of accounts
and sudit the Collectors should strictly conform to all instructions issued by the
al, and especially in the matter of retrenchments. -

3. Orders on this letter were postponed in anticipation of the submission of

some actual instances of inconvenience resulting from the rule laid down by
s not evident how the fact of letters, being addressed to

Collectors rather than their Deputies, should lead to disregard of the instructions
contained in them, and the Government are glad to find from the enclosures to

Mr. Lushington’s second letter, that the only objection raised in them is one which
in no way affects the principle for which the Government contend. The letters

all complain of the delay involved in addressing to the Collector, who may beat a
distance from the Treasury, covers containing advices of Supply Bills, Letters of
Credit, and generally instructions to pay money to individuals or departments, and
the Government readily relax the rule in regard to such documents, which the
Accountant General will in future forward as hitherto ‘direct to the officer in

charge of the Treasury.

essary to ensure prompt attention to
” « Accounts,” ¢ Imme-

Accountant Gener

Government, for it wa

lectors of Bellary, North Arcot, Cudda- -

* Offices should be addressed to the Collectors, -
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- 18th ﬂ[a_/ 1867

4. Heisat liberty to bring
of written correspondence,
S the principle of the Gove

differcnce of :
in the I:list;)i c:z;?;ﬁnbor ICXcrc.bc of dlacrctxon, the decision which is to guide action
not responsible for t} bt of the COHOCtor and not that of his subordinate, who is
5. On the Ace ' Treasu;y m the sense in which the Collector is so.
remo.rk that the Pomotuntantheneral s first letter, the Goverument must, however,
raised Ly the Accountant chcrul as to the attention due to

Ct

6. The Govcrnmc
General’s authonity § nt fully recognise the necessity of upholding the Accountant

Mr. Lushington wil] Ootltinf(}ll} legitimate extent, and they are confident that
which ho hiag spocially g du ¥y strain it, Thcy consider that in the instance
example of disregard of s o tho Colleotor way to blame, and set an unfortunate
imitators, and they desxmufhcrlor authority which is not likely to be without
prevent the recurrence of " hat the Board will issue instructions calculated to
time they are unall, to seecthunSCemly conflict of authority. But at the same
Accountant General’s jngt ¢ matters would have been mado worso bad the
7. The particular k1r]:10tlons been addressed to the Col lector.
with advantage, be condﬁct:(i casib » however, one of those which perhaps may,
Treasury Oﬁiccr as in fact ther :L erctofo
addressed. . The rul no dise

€ must be strict]
_Chmf Office of Account and Audit ¥ obser
interval before the must ba ¢

next issue of
- - J
kave no discretion i the matter, o
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retion left in the matter to the officer

arricd out, unless withdrawn within the
and Collectors must understand that they
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(Tri}e Extmcf.)

(Signed) W. HIUDLESTON,
Secretary to Government.

L

1 To the Accountant General,
s» the Doard of Revenye, '

Ixd. S. T, Augustin.

Proceedings of the Madyas Gover .
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