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Nota on letter dated 17thL Octoter 1896.h0:662;from.Liaut:3011:Smart;

A
{:pacial suparintandins Envtineer sujsasting that ke should La al.iowed
)

nur dams across the Nundalar at his approachinzy confa;ance with the

'_ g/ Leee A
bride Ko Ao, ' satl..

reoresentative of the French Jovernment,
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l , :
’ /EB propose rules for districution of water at the Keeranur and Kutha-
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FOR ORDERS.

Fror! ltha reports made refore

a«'cuq{:my,“su L:M ."Z . " the construction of thra two'masonry

q“ ‘D-IJ,} 'rM J./ﬂ dams in question it apoears that thre
M [ ‘ .
5{? » ' (b’ 7; Kudis used to raise mud dams and main
M:““d“"". . Pdae
-~ -
ld .
" . ?Lhnr( (,Lu«‘.‘ R B Ls

/L’.,//../?é -3y no rula rejulatin; the time for

-tain tham until their lapds received

a sufficient Supply. There was.evideﬁt

which the dams mi:ht be maintained

nor has any rule been mude since the

f :: construction of tha rasonry dams for
- ; . ‘ : ’ ) tha supply of the lowar irritation.
Trere are venis in the dams descrited
. by the Superintendinry EA;inecr when
- ;} - : | sucmittin: the estimate for sanction
as intended"for passin; water throurh
wnen the river is low and for actinr
as undarslgices durin: floodsy

Th§ Eritish Kudis have Or vari-

O0us occasiohs opposed tho openinr of
-
the vents al.iesint that they have 3

risht to take all tha wWaiter trey want

irrespactive of tie claims of lower
irrization. No douct there is X litile

witer
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water in the river at times and it

s to rxise it to
may taKe saveral 4ay

irric-ation
sary for 1rri}
the level neceSaa.y

and Tive the lands 2 sufficient

uooly obut the Kudis capnot for that
s

nor
T

[ -.P
ter supcly than
tion as rerards wa

pefore the const

i i chiefly to
ry doms which were built y

save the expcnse of crcct{nz mud

dams and the injury whicrn the fre-

s : sed
quant eraction of such dams cau

to the river.
Tt is vary difficult to say on

what linag rules for revulation

should ta drawn up 25 trhe river

.

supoly consists entirely of draine

ame and sprinc water. It would be

wall to instruct Coll :3mart to suj-

~gst whatever rules he considers

i all the cir-
fair having revard to

cumstances.
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FOR ORDERS.

/wu xwff’-/“,‘

Ag 4/2§ Tt K 7r //’
T A e
N

2”6{2;722 continue irrigation. From the earliest

ruction of the mason-
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Note, Cennent- A [/ f‘/7 .

(\“r~'; :l':‘u/l- AN
Sometimes owing to the high level

of the lands, sometimes owing to thogrnn...

g A" ’
out of the bed of the source it is neces-
sary to raise the water level in order to .

times it has been the practice in Tanjore

to effect this by erecting mud dams across

1]

A}Tﬁ"i ) YV - the source, It is plain from this that in
tet
.é:¢;4¢.y; lthﬂ' 1ﬁf2ctauL
£r114; 1144««4¢Q-‘“‘ [22:;
' . water down the source must be cut off
%.d ey 4121‘? {
-~ ltee

‘ ' from-the lower villages while if the Aam

ﬁ., ndee. hotlae Tu

times éb-scarcity of water the flow of

78

be not allowed thes upper villages cannot
be irrigated. A system of compromise has {
thcrefore been devfﬁed by the establish- '
/, ment of a "morai" i.e, an arrangement by 4
.

which each interested village shall get

water "by turns'", For example, if the ir-

| aand
dveny
’—ﬁlbo rigated arca of a high lcuvel village 34
¢
. half that of a low level one, the high :
w L L& fu.( ’
5.5k level village would be allowed to erect
g.1n-qé
f
a dam and take all the water for one day .
when the dam would be rumoved and the
.
low level village wculd take all the wate:
for tho next two when the dAam would be '
again erected and so on, Imi: magy instang

’ X
. .' I

y - f, K
e etp—me - =y el enmemr gy - 4.'..‘/ o
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since the erection of mud dam3 means con-

tinuous expecnse such mud dams have been

replaced by masonry dams constructed
Alsearvi)

with shutters which can be secur=n in

times of flood or when required by the

wmorai". The practice of erecting mud dams

{s of very ancient date in the Delta and
pany of these dans have been yrxxztxx con-
tinuously crected before and are mentioned
in the Paimash (1.e.Early Survey Accounts),
such dams are called Paimnsh dams,

Ths law rcpgulating the use of water
by riparian owners is that the upper xz
riparian ownerf may draw off as much water

as he wants provided he does not thereby

cnuse actual damage’to lower owners.It is

—

!

/

almost impcssible to prove such domage: |
- . P \

hence it is very difficult for lower !

owners to prevent the ercction of such

dums., New ones are being erected every

day and after the lapse of the time needeq
to acquire ¥ a title by prcecriptioqﬁuserQ
pecome whbivied, It has always been the

settled practice of the Aistrict to hold

that Paimash ~ams3 cannot be rcemoved but

that any otherpfan objected to must dbe re-

\C

v .

semoved unless long prescription is prove " '
Both the dams of Keeranur and Kuthanur | 1
are Paimhsh dams.

The present dispute arose in this
wise. In 1884 there was a great scarciﬂy'
of water, The French'Controller of Taxes
inspected the river aéd channels on which |
the French irrigation depends and fcund
in their upper W"L"’ that there “w;;”a
number of dams crected in British terri-~
tory for the Arawing off of water. He ad-

¢ "-
dress:d the Administrat§¥ who wrote to
the Collector of Tanjore. In his. letter .

the Administrator states that certain dam4

N

are contrary to usage and that the vents ;}'

which an% intended for passing water down ;’c‘

Jssndrany -
{n times of acarcity in certain Reewweary

" dams were completely clésed. Ho arguet{

that the water of a river, whatever its
volune,ought to be of use to all the landf

whio‘ait irrigates which the English Mira—

Lad

sidars hese completely dried up the river
and he conclude‘{by asking the Collector \.

to see that the river 1is never cmpletely

shut., Inquiries were made by the Collebtonj

some dams were {ound to be Paimash some



2 é7 ,Z' ask what becomes of the principle of equa/?

~

prescriptive and some unauthorized,All oy \?' in the :
’ ( . sharing xf water by all those who have a
unauthorized dams were removed and their A " ,
, . ! right to it and further on says "our righé
" reer@ction was prohibited. The Collector , ,
to a propertionate sharing of the water ;
declined to interfere with the others, and ¥ :
- ’ _ ' , N «t{:y especially in times of scarcity cannot be
with some bad temper asked the Administrator . L.
- } doubted"”, Ho concludes by asking that in
not to waste his time too easil& with un-
) dams authorized by the Paimnsh openings
. rounded complaints. He stated on the author-
be left for the irrigation of French land/
ity of the P.W,0fficer that the vents in Q
2 ! To this the cCollector re¢plied that
the masonry dams were for the purpose of | 11:(
he could not issue any general orders as
carrying off flood water and silt, not for ~
i were asked for and that each case must be
letting water down for the irrigation of '
decided on its mcrits,
French territory and he refers to a letter ?
« ‘ Qn this the Aiministratpr asked for
of Mr.Hgppel’s dated 7th January 1890, N ' 1
; . o ! a Commission to ascertain the dispugte as !
In his reply the Administrator . , '
* ' - - . - to Kecranur and Kuthanur and he goes cn N
quotes a correspondence ending with Mr, o« Covres Jroii b2eee A fonnd & .1-' . |
. £ C;{' r - : to say ?permit me to point out to you ::
Gibscn’s letter No.3975,d/11th July 1888 bl SV , _ |
[g[ : that the question 1s not as regaris these
from which it appears that on the French - :
g ~€wo sluices only. The complaint of our
" guthority asking that openings should be ! ‘
| ! Mirasidars, 1ies agninst other Aaums, soma
left in the middle or ot the sid:s of the '
p .J \, . . authorized by’Paimash,others not so autho- .
Kecranur and Kuthanur dams so that the \ ¢ _ ' '

rized. The dams not authorized by Paimash

French villages might always receive ir.i-
' jought never to have been established and

¢

gation water, Mr Gibson said quoting the ' . -
" rere gy the d~ma aythorized theruby ought all to
LY

Engineer that "there were already openings
be provided with an opening for ths irri-

. 2

which the Enginser considered sufficient
gation of the lower villages". No answery

he irrigated lands in French . . _/ /
: has becn sent to this last letter, ]

—

ta supply v

territory”. The Administrator goes mn to ‘ ;o
. . L_ - I TP SOt L L AR u i A Ut —-/




Such being the French claims and

uments the next question i{s the basis
arg

on which they rest. I can find little

pearing on this. I f£ind however that in
3

November 1876 that Mf.Kittoo, a Sub-Over-

:d that "Each dam is
seor, P.W.D., reported

closed e¢ntirely without letting any water
for the RE irrigation of the next down

villages, but it is only accessible to

the French territory to cut one and all
of tho dams and calingulas across the
Nundalar for its irrigation at times of
scarcity of water”.

on what this statement rested or whe-
i ther 1t was ever investigated there 1s

nothing to show but the Sub-NDivisional

Ofridgs accordingly reported that the
A

—t cm ——

vrrench authorities have power to open all
+  the temporary dams thrown across the Nan-

dalar above the French Calingula at Mella-

-

dg’at such season when there exists a .-~

| . gscarcity of water".

Accoringly in the report accompanying

. Pty i /tmw ”"‘""
v .

2 . id "a sluice of 4
: /4% vestimataﬁit is sa
1 )

"
.1 {dth has been provided at each end
' ft. W

"

. fficient water may

)  e—mee avwviwwuas gUEY QN TOS T T T

— .

- — e

e ® A,

fs /4&76/;49' 25221; ;7f/f}7¢/
L s

o M- Mrn]
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ﬁay'be'corrqu;szn he states so,

[ ]
be let down whcn the river is low and ‘

*which will act as surpluses Auring floods,
This shows that the sluic.s arg not for
d o

the clearance of silt as contended by Mr,
Thomson but the provision scems to have

been based cn M’.Kittoo's report and so :
is not so‘V‘°7ﬂ(f as 1t would secvm, A
convention of tho year 1882 13 referred )

to as having settled such matters but |

there 1s noyf copy of it among the papers,

I

I find that in 1889 the Hcad Asstt, | |
Collector ordervd the opening of these .'i
!

sluices in a time of acarcity of water,It i

1s not very clear that in 1894 tho mud Am-- 1
l
}

b
dams were cut but Mo lljppeits—tetter—el ey

| & ol
1880 —s—Ret—amrng—the—ppers. Col.Smart e .

.

/N
I consider that all the availlablo

I . t
% MV( 4//A-o-~cv
corresprndence relating to oo nL N,

wie should be got together and the Ing- -
lish case be pPreperly worked up. It i3

not so now, As far as c~n be seen, howeves

from these papers, the French seen to have

rv"
the best of tha argument. Col,Smart sets 1‘ |

é; \

out most of the abovu roints in his let-

ter. Fronm what i1s said abovue I think 1t



. i .
|V . E 2, ¢ constantly recurring.,

4 ' '
A the statenmentin the estimat
appears that ¢ y e . oo In regard to Keeranur ani Kuthanur

4 . s not as conclusive as it would
report 1 dam3 Col.Smart propnses to offer the

r

at rirst, I think also that Col,
appear French a morai of one Aay in the week

) . o) . ’ tte
' Smart pushes Mr.Gibson’s letter too far, N from the 15th August to the 15th October.

. will be seen that the French :
I © clains It is possible that thisf&n cquitable ar-

t confined to the dams at Kuth .
are no e uthanur rangcnient but without information as to

- P e e Wt e et

4 Keeranur, They seem to me excessive, : '
and Ke shey © tve : nrea., 1t 1s not possible to sy whether

really . !
' There 1s,nothing t
There sf\o g to show they have ever . t it 1s so or not.

been admitted. They are inconsistent with

L+ the nature of a mud dam and in regard to

barreA

13'::1:3.1'131 are bgur} by prescription. They should

Z{‘/Z A

ce v, e

T be directly traversed.

It will be seen above xkxx they 'l

r ' A4 ”
have becn changing and growing ex the cor- .

s

respendence advanced, I think the first

thing to be 4donoe 1is to get a distinct st te-
ment of their claim and thu grounds of it ‘ )

y‘«‘.’d/? A~ /
in regard to each work : ,
P e and to requirc: that

N
this statement be submitted for the con-

sideration and examination of Col.Smart L\ (j
who should either accept it or record his

reply and that distinct conventionSshould

be irawn up on each point settled and duly

recordvd and printed. These irrigation dis-

. putes are very difficult to settle and are

’
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Lattc? from tkz Supr:Entr: on sp2cial . '
stt (H. 2. No:662 dated 17th Octr:04)
. " duty,Cauvery completion Istimatics,Tanjors
- oy ! . . ..'\
. <Note by &.Stokes Esquire I.C’.S. (H.D..Jote dated 24th November 1896 )
L
”
o
Mr Stoko:s rcomarks will be
Y ;‘L sent Lo Lt: Colon:l Smart Supoer
\® ”
. 3 -intendiny Enjincer,on spacial
‘ duty for his consid:ration and .
/. ’ .
. assistanc? in drawins up the a
N . . “
C kules which h2 may hold to bo- '
" fair, A
v .
. 1 '(—t'
. ) .,,/ -
p / { 7T ”.
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The Chicf Cnxincer for Irricxation.

o

Supr:Znzr: on spacial duty, / .

Cauvery lomplction Estimites,Tanjore.
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