80 14-13000-:70 34. .

MADRAS RECORD OFF ICE

~ Government of Madras.

e peparmvent.

-1 ‘Dat.evd o -

/‘35’ 2/0/0

) G.O»No /% “P‘re:ss“’; IR

i\[ls =

Nof 1o be folded or roughly handled



A gl i el Calx

Proceedings of the Madras Government, Revenue Department,
14th May 1867.

No. 199. Read the following Proceedings of the Board of Revenue, dated 7th
. May 1867, No. 2,808, )
Read the following letter from the Mint Master, to the Secretary to the Board of

' Revenue, dated 1st May 1867, No., 49 :—

. 1. A complaint in this day’s  Madras Times,” regarding defective bi-
coloured stamping of Bills of Exchange, may possibly have attracted the attention
of the Board of Revenue, and T have the honour to forward one of a number of
bills shewn to me yesterday by a member of one of the Mercantile houses, which
is a fair illustration of the complaint. The complaint is divided into two heads—

Pirst.—The defective nature of the printing.
Secondly.—The space occupied by the double stamp, and the defacement of
important parts of the inscription on the bill,

9. Accepting the complaint to be quite as much against the Mint as the
Stamp Office, I must observe that the defect is entirely attributable to the nature of
the paper used in the Bills of Exchange, as the ink is the best printing ink procura-
ble, and the bi-coloured impressions on the Judicial paper and sundry other
¢ private goods” are clear, distinct, and altogether different from the very
objectionable specimen of coloured stamping enclosed ; if, therefore, bi-coloured
stamps are to continue to be used for Bills of Exchange, a different quality of paper
must be adopted. :

3. As regards the second part of the complaint, exception being taken to the
coloured stamp impression on the only blank portion of the bill which is sufficiently
large to receive it, viz., that at the bottom, it follows that the inscription must be
portially defaced, as it cannot be read through the coloured stamp, and the same

_objection exists in the case of Cheques, Bills of Lading, and similar documents,

but which is not the case in the cold die impressions formerly in use.

Excrosvre No. 1.—Bill of Exchange.

1. The bi-colourcd stamps are clearly unsuited to Cheques, Bills of Exchange,
&e., nor is the sccurity which they afford against counterfeiture of very material
consequencoe in regard to these documents. The Superintendent should revert to
the use of impressed stamps—value and counterstamp—and treat as spoiled any
Cheques or Bills of Exchange already stamped with bi-colour stamps which may
be brought to him for exchange. : \

9. A copy of these Proceedings, with the enclosure to the Mint Master’s
letter, will be submitted for the confirmation of Government. '

No. 200. OzrpER THEREON, 14th May 1867, No. 1,082,
oo ovente, Mo 11| '.I‘he Government approve the Board’s decisi.on
l : --is_l,l;zl—):w—w--j— in this mattc.ar, as a.presen't arrangement, but desire
that they will obtain specimens of forms of Bills of
_ Exchange, &c., stamped in Calcutta with the Bi-
colour Stamp, and soo whether the same objection as has been raised here applies

to that manufacture.

(True Exfract.)

(Signed) W.HUDLESTON,

: Secrotary lo Government,
To the Doard of Revenue, ‘

Exd. S. T, Augustin,
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