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Proceedings of the Madras Government Revenue Department
Tth May 1867, :

No. 94 Read the following Proccedings of the Board of Revenue, dated 20th
April 1867, No. 2,606. ’
Read the following letter from the Collector of . Bellary, to the Secretary to the

Board of Revenue, dated Camp at Ramandxoo Iospett Talook, 26th

March 1867, No. 55 :— ' ‘

* 1 have the honour to acknowledge Oﬂicul Memorzmdum No. 285, dated
21st mstant calling on me to report on the ekpedtcncy of making advances to ryots
for the purchase of agricultural stock, as requested in Board s Proceedings, dated
29th October 1866, No. 7,813. ' 7 ‘

2. It was not my original intention to have proposéd the measure of making
advances to ryots for the replacement of their stock.—See parafrraph 2 of my Ietter, ‘
dated 5th January 1867, No. 3. , )

3. The impossibility in a limited time of obtaining a detailed account of the
numbers and value of cattle, which each ryot might aver himself to have lost, and
of an inquiry into the circumstances of each applicant, were most serious objections
to this course of relief. I conaequently proposed a simpler scheme to be carried out, P
if necessary, which is adverted to in my letter, No. 228, of 10th November 1866. '

4, The Board of Revenue in their Proceedings of 27th” November 1866,
No. 8,542, stated their objections to the scheme of replacement of cattle, and to the
advance of further loans than had been sanctioned, and Government coincided. S

5." Looking at the subjcct from a later period of the year, and after the local .
observation gained during a very extensive tour of the district, I am not inclined
to rciterate the proposal of a scheme of advances for the replacement of cattle.

6. IIad there been any great falling off in the breadth of land, cultivated even
after the later scason, at which rain was received last year, and thls falling off have
been attributable to the want of cattle, I admit that there might have been ground s
: . for coming to the assistance of the ryots. . .
¢ 7. On the contrary, the ordinary cultivation has been reached without any
f ' difficulty, To such as applied for it, early and timely assistance was given at the
’ end of last year before the cultivation season ended, by means of a sanction, which
; Government accorded for the expenditure of Rupees 1,20,000.

i 8. I made inquirics of the people during my tour, if they \\a.nted further
advances from Government, but there was no general inclination to accept them. ‘ £

9. I thinkitis to be regretted, that the state of the distress in the district
: '. _ should have bLeen: represented in the Sanitary Commissioner’s Report, as having
. ] e commenced so carly as November 1865, and endured for nine months, without any
measures of rclicf having been afforded, up to August 1866. In reference to this
subject, I enclose copies of my letters, Nos. 4 and 6, dated 23rd and 28th January
1867, to Government.

: 10. My conncction with the district commenced in the last weck of June 1866,
Lo | and it was my impression then, as it is my belief now, that had rain fallen, as was
S - expected ¢ July, there would have been no distross calling for measures of
i extraordinary relief. ) .
A 1. Tshall give two illustrations in support of this view. First as to the 3
' Jimited nature of the distress up to the beginning of June 1866, at which time the }
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early rain of the south-west monsoon is expected to fit the land for cultivation, :

-of cattlo there. The peopla”of Moolcalmooroo talook came to buy grain in
The Abkarry or liquor monopoly was sold by Mr. Foster on the 1.t

[P

day of May- Raidrug, shewing that the searcity must have been | greater, and the price higher
© 1866, The Board of Revenug are well aware, who are {he consumers of liquor, | - in Mysore. e e . a, which is interlapped by Mysore, )
! chiefly the Jabouring class. ad distress extensively prevailed from 16¢h N ovember 16.  On making local Inquiries in _Madacseril v tbreak of cholera, and not to
¢ to the 21st of May, or for ncarly seven months, great losses must have boen . I'learncd that a partial Cmigmt’?" was du.e to the 0: " ts hévin:" left Alur,
- experienced by the Abkarry Contractors. It would have hoen cousistent with . any other cause. With this partial exception, and o Some 1yo -
reason to suppose, that under such circumstances, there would have been defuulters, ‘ ‘

“thero was no general exodus” from Bellary. In the one 'caloo](:1 :ome tpeopl;
‘- . ! ! i i i ‘ <s they moved for water an

i and that the fulling off iy the consimption of liquor, which could not have been : crossed tho frontier owing to cholera, in the' otlhcr tf“lOOle i tlio}; novod for watrand
consumed by a starving people, would have paralyzed competition, and that {he pasture. Any largo Cmigratlor} of the agricu tur;l populs , ,
a diminution of cultivation, which has not taken place.
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would have hLad to be reduced. o far from

‘ Escroscee No. 1. d
- advance, evenin talooks where some distrosg had been reported, at 200 or 300 per - _ . et o e Calston o Bl ot Clif Sty S
cent. alvance on the Previous years. Alur ig ap instance. There had been a . :

: . _ | : ) 23rd January 1857, No. 4.
- slight eniigration from that talook early in the year from the want of fodder for '
the cattle. Instead of Rupees 17 »700, Rupees 92,600 were bi
some of thie lowest castes were reduced to distress, fetched R
. of 25,900, Kudlighi Rupees 35,000 instoad of 15,100,
' The only contract which was sold for less than the
" ment contract of Bellary,. which was pro

: occasion of sale.

d.  Raidrug, where
upees 46,000 instead

Excroscee No. 2, o ) ; ;
Avstracr.—Letter from the Collector of Dellary, to the Chief Secretary to Government, date

< 28th January 1867, No. 6.
pset price was the Canton- ;

———
i

i inuati Board’s Proceedings
bably owing to an overbidding at the last 1. Submitted to Govemmen)t(,) in ;‘;“t‘“;‘t"i‘:;c‘i’fcihim‘l’l s Pro Beuaor}:
| dated 27th February 1867, No. 1,207. The a e 1
District render unnccessary any special measures to replacg ’the loss of agricultura
stock, o . o .
2. As Mr. Wedderburn’s defence of his admlmstmtxon' of the dlstll;mthit:; .
June has been submitted dircct to Government under their or.ders,ftthee o
content themsclves with drawing attention to his marked (T:onﬁrn:ll;tlon 0 :
cxpressed in their Proceedings, dated 12th March 1897, No. 1,517.

b

12. The next illustration, that, if rain had fallen
¢ would have been required, is quoted from my own expe
S in temporary charge of the ‘district of Cuddapah

i adjoining district of Bellary was visited by famine.. The rain of July lad faileq .
" also in Cuddapah, in the talooks adjoining Bellary, and similar distress was reported,
I immediately applied to Government fora grant of Rupees 10,000, to be employed -
* in openingout a road between Cudrge and Poolvendla, but before the work could |
B I put in hand in the bgginning of September, copious rain fell, immediate demand -
. for agricultural labour arose, and it would Lave been diflicalt 16 have got alabourer -
' for the ‘proposed famine Work,‘wh}ich was consequently not undertaken, I g

! censared for precipitancy on that occasion, owing, as I believcd,'to‘my explanation

in July, no special measnreg !
ricnce. Iwag Sub-Collector .
in August 1834, when the

.
No. 95. Orper THEREON, Tth May 1867, No. 1,028.

" The Government are glad to receive so satisfactory
an account of the condition of the distnct.

. | Miscellaneous.

: ‘ 1 . (True Extract.) . '
. of the altered circumstances of the case not having been forwarded to Government | " (Signed) W, HUDLESTON,
. by the then Collector, after my delivering over charge, o . g

13. T am of opinion that the replacemens of tho cattle will bo effe
* people without Gavernment assistance ; I have scen large drov
east, Nellore,  There is sufficient capital to purchase them,
" 14, The large cultivation of cotton ig alluded to in tho §
- sioner’s report, as having tended to prodace distress, in limiting |
, food-grains, Lut irrespeetive of the ilnpOSSibiﬁty of Ireventing the ryot from culti. - To the Board 9{ Revenue.
vating the crop which pays best, the money received for cotton enhanced the price
" of grain, and so enriched its cultivators, The non-agricultural poor might suffer ; | '
but the cluss which suffers most is that in receipt of fixed money wages ; agri- ‘

- cultural labourers being paid chieﬂy in grain. ‘

15. I bclieve that the state of distress in the adjoining {
worse than that experienced in Bellary. There was ai equ

| | ‘ ' " Secretary to Government.
cted by the |
e3 imported from the -

anitary Commis. -
the cultivation of

alooks of Mysore wag : .
al, if not greater, loss . Exd. s, T Augustin,
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