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Proceé(?ings of the. Madras Government, ARevgnuev Depd'rtment,:
3rd May 1867, :

No. 52.° Read the following Proceedings of the Board of Revenue, dated 24th
_ Y , April 1867, No. 2,497. ) 4 - e
Read the following letter from the Superintendent of Stamps, to the Secretary to
the Board of Revenue, dated Madras, 22nd March 1867, No. 1,103 of
Fusly 1276:— I : T
" 1. Ihave had the honour to receive your Official _Memoranduxﬂ, dated the
18th instant, No. 265, calling for an explanation of the circumstances attending’
the stamping of the document referred to in the case reported in the local column
of the ¢ Madras Athenzum and Daily News™’ of the 18th of this month, under the
head ¢ Stamp Office.” B o I -
"2, Inreply, Ibeg tostate that I learn on inquiry that the document referred
n agreement in the accompanying extract from my Register

to is that entered as a _
and stamped on the 25th ultimo with an additional stamp

of executed documents,

As no copies of documents presented by parties are taken in this Office, I called

upon the party, Rajaruthnum Moodelly, to let me see the original instrument again, -
but Le states that it is no longer with him, having been filed in'the Court.

-Enclosed, however, is a transcript of a ¢ranslation of the document’ purporting to

have been made by the Deputy Interpreter of the High Court, which, as far as my
recollection goes, I believe to represent correctly the original. It will be seen that

fne phiper prolesses to've an agreement 1n Which tfie executing party, a female,agrees

to receive a monthly payment of 10 Rupees, in lieu of certain houses which she had

had assigned to her for her maintenance. As this document has now been pro-

nounced from the Bench to bea conveyance, I confess I must have erred in

treating i . ‘
the Board whether, in the event of its having been submitted to them in

.1 also submit whether any gentleman, Furopean or Native, would buy property
held under tho title which the document in question conveys. I had,and still have
strong doubts on both points, and I trust that, under the circumstances, the Board
will seo nothing extraordinary 1n my having regarded the deed as a simple

the plaintiff objected to its being considered as an assignment of any property, and

the Advocate General, Mr. Mayne, regarded the instrument, as I am informed, as -
' ' ‘ an agreement for an annual or periodical

Articlo 2, Schedule payment, while it was suggested to me,

whon the instrument was presented at this Office for being stamped, that it was a
simple release to the head of a Ilindoo
family from a female member of it
entitled to maintenance. I mention these circumstances to shew in what different
lights the document has been viewed ; and such must more or less be the case with
native documents, considering the unprecise, loose manner in which they are
gencrally drawn up. - ' ” -

A x;ticles 36 and 72 of Schedule A.

3, If the dced in question had appeared to me clearly to be an assignment of

property, and had been treated by me as such, the party would have bad to pay,

f a penalty of twenty times that amount, or 10 Rupees.

it as a simple agreement. At the same time, I beg to put it to.

“the - first instance, they would have regarded it as a deed of assignment ; and

Le parties and stamped it as such. I hear that the Counsel for
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according t6 the dictum of the Court, that it should have been stamped with 50 Rs. -
under Article 25, (though I should have thmight Artlcle 24 was more .applicablé,)

Rupees_ 1,039-8-0 for the deficient duty and the penalty ; and it is a question.
whether he would have paid this sum apd gone into Court for property for which a

monthly payment of 10 Rupees was considered an adequate set off, or have returned

with the document unstamped ‘and kept out of Court. I state this with reference

to the remark from the Bench that a loss of about 900 'Rupeeé has been caused to

Government by my omission to stamp the paper as a conveyance.

N B

Excrosuee No. 1.

Apstract.—Extract from. the Register of executed documchts received in the Stamp Office

Excrosure No. 2.—Translation.

———

1. Theo Board consider that the Superintendent erred in -his appreciation of

“the true character of the document : at the same time they acknowledge that the

question was one of considerablo perplexity, They observe also that' he had no

authority to give . decision on the point, inasmuch as he lhad not then been gazetted

. 9. With reference to his remarks in paragraph 2, they resolve to  poiat out to
g

“him tiat the Goliccwr 1 Stanyy fortitay dad wiliing & ubr gl see RUPAR SHEL R N

of a document brought forward for impressment, but has mercly to decide on its
nature and so determine what stamp it should bear, ' ' o

: 3. Under such circumstances as are supposed in the concludidg pamgrhph of
the Supérintendent"s letter, the Board remark that it is competent to the Collector of
‘Stamp Revenue to prosecute the petson who exceuted a document in the manner
supposed, s;m(‘l‘thus to insure the stamping of it. Lo

4. The Board resolve to submit a copy of these Proccedings for the iufor-

mation of Government. S . T e
No. 53. ' . Onpre miurzfow, 3rd May 1867, No. 1,006. .
Sevarate Revenue, No, 2 Tho (iovernment see no reason to blume the.
: Stamp - Superintendent of Stamps in the matter.
s D8, A ‘ R
. - (Frue Lxtract.) > o -
(Signed) “W. TIUDLIES "ON, .

) Scerclary la Government.

k)

To the Board of Revenue.

Exd. S. T. Avgustio.
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/'?0 the Superintendent of Stamps.

Copy to the Secerctary to Govc'mmcnf: Rev

(A trus Copy 2nd Extract.)
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