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. S Proceedings of the Madras Gorvernment, Revenue Department,
i % ' 20th April 1869.
\l A}
\é . No. 591. Read the following Proccedings of the Board of Revenue, dated 17th
) March 1869, No. 1,819 :—

, Read the fdllowing letter from the Collector of Nellore, to the Actir'xg Secretary to
u the Board of Revenue, dated Camp at Singarayakonda, 14tli January

kS

. 1869, No. 111. " ‘

: ‘ IN their Proceedinés of the 19th March last, recorded in the Proceedings of
g! Government of the 24th idem, Revcn.ue Department, No. 753, the Board observed
i that they would be prepared to consider favorably any proposals that the Acting
.‘:‘.r Collector might make with reference to the subscriptions raised by the inhabitantz
R

of Udayagiri to repair the aqueduct, which, in former days, furnizhed the town with
a good supply of water, but now is in ruins. ‘

2. In bringing these most praiseworthy cfforts of the inhabitants of Udaya-
giri to the notice of the Board, the Acting Collector fl%rther reported that Rupees
1,325 had been promised to date, and that a plan and estimate were under prepara-
tion in the Department of Public Works.

3. When subsequently he handed over charge of the district to me, Mr, Bos-
well mentioned what had taken place, and that he had lately received a reply from
the Supcrintending Engineer, stating that the proposed project would cost at least

" Rupees 12,0005 but it was difficult to speak with precision till he had personally

inspeeted the localities. ) L ‘ ‘

‘4. Mr. Boswell said that he did not think that the aqueduct could hecessarily
cost so much. Ile thought that the work might be done cheaper. And.I have the
honor to éubmit, for the consideration of the Board, what steps I have taken in the
matter when I went to Udayagiri at the beginn‘ing of this week to settle the dis-
-, pute about the proposed sitc for the new Cutcherry.

?e " 5. On my arrival, the people crowded round me, imploring me to let no fur.
ther delay occur in bringing down the water. They pointed to their tank which,
as usual, was nearly dry. They said that their wells‘ were not much b'etter, that
there was another bad season coming on; they should be azain distressed for water,
when they had subscribed Rupees 1,700 ; ‘and begging me carnestly to allow them
to do the work themselves; they added that they did not doubt being able to
complete the work if they ’lmd the managcn}ent of it undex: ‘the orders of the Tal-
sildar, and a sum, equal to their own subscriptions, were given by Government,

6. Tortunately the Range Officer, Mr. Ph.xmmcr, .who had taken the levelsand
propm‘ed the plans on which the Supcrint.endm-g Enginecr passed hi.s opinion, had"
come to Udayagirri to mect me on the subject of the Cutcherry. -With him I went
carefully over the localities, plans in hand, and attended by the Tahsildar and the

' people. Mr. Plummer’s estimate had
amounted to Rupees 5,000 ;* but these
estimates provided for iron piping and the carrying out the whole work in a very

; . . . e
efficient but at the same time expensive manner. The Superintending Engineer’s

ostimate of Rupees 12,000 is in like manncr, I presume, a further development of
completencss ; but Mr. Plummer agreed with me that if the people themselves under-
! took the work, the rates he had taken as the basis of his estimate for labor, etc.,

L would Liave to be materially lowered ; those who command the labor would give it
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Proceedings of the Madras Government,jlevenue Department,
28th April 1869, |

cheaper when they gave it under their own dircetions and for their own benefit ;
artd, in like manner, in the absence of the necessary means, contenting ourselve;" ‘
with cheaper arranggments than iron piping, Mr. Plummer agreed that l:he nullahs
‘to- bg crosscd might e cfficiently disposed of with stone bridees, for which the
nmterials were closc at hand ; and that if the towns’ people subscrif)ei Rupees 1 70(1)
and a similar sum were given Dby Government, water might be brought Witl,lin ’
'thousand yards of the town ; and into the town for some Rupees 2,05)0 more a

. 7. It would no doubt be better if we had Rupees 712,000 to spend on Uday
ghirri to carry out the work in first-rate style ; but half a loaf is better than no b ay 3-
'The town is poor and half deserted. There are no funds from which s 01( 1“ea .
surn as Rupees 12,000 could be provided with fairness to the rest of the (:1, j" gea,
and under these circumstances, and with reference to the spirit shown bb l}TtI‘ICt '
ple in coming forward to help themselves, and the long delay that has unf}’ the peo-
occurred in disposing of their subseriptions, I took upon myself the r‘cs Ol“tu.n'atel v.
authorising them to procecd ut once; and I promised that when ] P,(-)nSlblhtY of ‘
scriptions Lad been worked out, for the work done, a ‘001‘1‘espondino- sl;l; ‘(I)Wn sub-
given from the Local Funds to be expended in like manner, C o should nb‘e L

8. Mr. Plummier is to give them the requisite specifications. The work is t !
. e work 1s to -

be carricd out strictly in accordance to these specifications, under the direct | -
the Tahsildar ; and as Mr. Plummer will be constantly at Udayachi ‘.nectmn of

tending the construction of. the new Cutche AR
the benefit of his supervision as well.

t
RE } ’ Suporln' v
Iy, the whole of thg} work will have:- -

b] -

+

| 9. The people further informed me that, if allowed to do the wo ‘k) how
’\Yould probably be able to raise further subscriptions. The pledge I hal\- i e x
will be Leld only to refer to the sum alrcady subseribed, namelyORu hees Olé'”lggn’ |
and when the work has been completed so fur as these funds pei‘xni’t thi ros 1: i
be reported for the orders of the Board, who will, I trust, approw:e of tlu L
taken thus far, and doubtless be disposed to grant any further encour 10 steps:
n ecessary. agement *,
10. " It is not known by whom_ the aqueduct was constructed ; but it .
good order in the time of the Jupalli fanily, and when Sycd ML;stafa AIW{'[T mj .
took the fort from Jupalli Lakshmana Row. It is about 3,753 -yards in ; AN xahn ‘
as shown in the Trigonometrical Map. The total fall is 550 feet; and forengt };: O
of the way the old aqueduct built as it rounds the shoulder of the hill with ?:0 '

. . . ki ~ -
and subscquently with stone is in good order. ox ‘

" 11.  Last April Mr. Plummer mecasured the stream when it was at its lowest,
and found the supply then available about 14,000 gallons in the twenty-four hour:

12. Of the dam originally thrown across the stream where this aqueduct takes
off, there is no tra{ce; and the story told me on the spot of its destruction is illus:- ‘
trative of the history of the district. In the days of Syed Mustafa Ali Khan, who
‘himself had taken the fort by foree from the Jupalli family, the aqueduct was in
g'ood order; and when his son Syed Badarudeen Ali Khan Sahib succeeded to this
jighire, the aqueduct was still running, the town—a cool place—well supplicd with
water. But then the Nawab of the Carnatic heard of these advantages. He hedrd
also'thfl‘t there was a sgrong fort as well as a nice town, und canme to the conclusion
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Proceedings of the Madras Government, Ilevenue Department,
28th April 1869.

that he had better take them for himself. DBadarudeen Ali Khan Sahib was in
Nellore when the Nawab’s intentions came to Lis knowledge. Ie atonce returned
to Udayaghirri ; and making up his mind that the Nawab should not find the town
s0 pleasant as he expected, he then and there gave orders for the works at the
channel head to be utterly destroyed. .

13. TIlow far this version of the destruction of the dam may be true itis diffi-
cult to say ; but a member of the family subsequently told me on my way here,
that the Nawab of the Carnatic did come into the district and as far as Nandipadu
on his way to take Udayagiri; and that Badarudecn would then retire into his fort
and cut off the supply of the water to the town, is extremely probable. There is
nothing to show that any difficulty in maintaining the dam led to the abandonment
of the aqueduet.  All that is required in this respect is to take proper precautions
to prevent leakage. : . ‘

14 Itis said by some that the aqueduct was repaired again for a time in the

" days of Mustafa’s grandson, Abdul Khader Khan Sahib, but this is not certain,

And for the last century,,at all events, the work we are about to repair has been in
ruins, and the people of the town often in great want of water in consequence.
15. A copy of this letter shall be forwarded to the present Superintending

- Engincer, who will probably be soon visiting this portion of his charge, and will,
- T hope, then give us the benefit of his instructions on the subject.

ScpsrrTep for the consideration and orders of Government.
2. Inparagraph 4 of a letter,dated 14th March 1868, No. 796,"‘f the Collectoy
: reported that the town’s people of Uda-
yaghirri were raising a voluntary sub-
scription for the repair of an old ruined
aqueduct which formerly brought a con-
stant supply of water to the town from the Droog; and the Board expressed their
readiness to consider favorably any proposals for making a grant-in-aid in favor of
the project.
3." The Collector now reports that upwards of Rupees 1,700 have been raised,
and the work commenced under the management of the people themselves, the
Collector having promised on behalf of Government a grant equal to the sum

* Submitted for information of Government, with
Board’s Proceedings, dated 19th March 1863,
No. 1,985, .

raised by subscription, o

4. Tho aqueduct, the loss of which has had a most injurious cffect on the
prosperity of tho town, appcars to have been de§t1'oyed by violence a century ago.
The existing ruius can, however, bo utilised, and the work has been carefully
examined both by the Range Officer and the Collector, .

5. The people have evinced confidence and carncstness by raising a sub-
seription whicl is liberal considering their means, and they have undertaken them-
sclves to find the labor. o

6. Tho estimate of the Superintending Engincer for repairing the aqueduct -
amounted to Rupees 12,000, and that of the Range Officer to Rupees 5,000, the
difference being owing to the work being planned in a superior style by the former,’
~  The Board approve entirely of the Collector’s proceedings, and recom-

{. X con
niend that a gpecial grant be made by Government from Imperial I'unds in aid of -

.+
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————

amount mentioneq by the Collee-
Ing part of paragraph 9 of Mr., Dykes’s

Sary to complete the Project may be promised
he villagers acting fully yp ¢4 their unde ‘

rtaking,
\
No.. 592 OrpER THEREON, 28t} April 1869, No. 1,152,
— X ‘ Tne Right Honorable the Governor
Mlsccllaneous. . o 4 cye . ’
in Couneil g willing to giq the towns

people of Udayaghiry in re
ught & constayt Supply of water to the

(True Extract,)

* v
(Signed) R, A, DALYELL, _—
deting Secretary ¢ Government,
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To the Boarq of Revenye, oo ' :
s the Accountant-General. ) :
. ..
»» the Pupy;, Works Department, _—
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