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No. 144, Read the following letter from the Officiating Iuim Commissioner, to
the Sccretary to Government, Reveiuo Department, Fort Saint George,

dated Madras, 18th December 1866, No. 85 :—

1. Iaving recently forwarded to cach Collector a list of the Inamus left unen-
franchised by this department in his district for enquiry and disposal on the occur-
renco of lapscs, I have the honor to submit the following proposals in connection
with this class of Innws for the consideration and orders of Government.

2. Scction 6 of the Inam Rulos declures that the rates of quit-rent offered
by the Commission for enfranchisement will not neecasarily be held to be applicable
to thoxo Inams which their holders have chosen to leave unenfranchised, but which
they may hercafter ugreo to convert iuto frecholds.

3 Binco the closing of tho Inam cnquiry in the several districts of the Presi-

amdars lave come forward and agrced to enfranchise, and such
offers of enfranchisement have been accepted on the Inamdars consenting to pay the
quit-rent frox the date of the original scttlement. Where, however, the position of
the Inamdar in regard to issue had Lecome 8o altered as to render the chunce of the
reversion of the Inam to Government less remote, the offer of enfranchiscment was
ouly accepted on the condition of the Inamdars paying the highcr rate of quit-rent
prescribed for such cascs under the rules. The payment of the arrears of quit-rent
wus, however, not insieted upon in theso latter cases.
4. The ghave mode of procedure no doubt protccts the intcrests of all the
partics concerned, but it is not well calculated to bring to a speedy close the work
connected with unenfranchised Inins. It does not bold out an active inducement
to the Inamdars to come forward and onfranchisc their holdings, and it would, more-
over, gradually bocome impracticable owing to the inability of the Inamdars to pay
the quit-rent for 8 number of years in arrears.

5. The several causcs which appear to bave led to the non-enfranchisement of
Inams are tho following :— y

First.—An entiro absence of heirsand relatives, and a conscquent lack of induce.
ment to the Inamdurs to sccure the coniinuance of their lands beyond their own

dency, many In

o

Ji-cs. :
Sccondly.-Apprchcnsion on the part of the Inamdara of being deprived by their

creditors of their Inams if they were rendered amenable to the jurisdiction of the

Civil Courts. ,
Thirdly.—A desire of entailing their property on their family, by placing it
beyond tho power of their successors to alicnate it. ' '
Fourthly.—1lcaviness of tho quit-rent offered for enfranchisoment,
Fifthly.—General ignorance of the Inamdars as to tho various advantagces
attending enfranchisement, and an erroneous bolief that the prescnt ratcs can be

taken advantage of at any time. :
6. Tho uccompanying Statement shews tho number of Inams loft unonfraun-
chised in cach district, and tho quit-rent involved in the cases. Tho asscssment

of theso Inams is Lut three and a half per cent. of the entire value of the Iopams-
scttled by this depariment.

7. It is impossible to
clised from each of tho sovcral causes above-mentione

state what extent of the Inams hLas been left unenfran
d, butit is clear that more
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than Lalf hias been left to be confirmed on present tenure frow the first cause. Ou,
of the quit-rent of Rupees 33,500 due on the entire extent of uncafranchised Inamst «
Rupces 19,000 forms the quit-rent on the Inams confirmed for one or two lives,
for wunt of competent heirs, to the preseat incumbents who did not agrec to
enfranchise.

8. The longer the Inams confirmed for one or two lives are left unenfran-
chised, the less distant becomes the prospect of their reversion to Government.
They must lapse to the State sooner or luter. I would therefure st once proclaim
that all such Inams as have been confirmed for onc or two lives will not be eufran-
chised onany terms after the 1st July 1867, I would, howerver, as a matter of grace,

. und as an incentive to enfranchiscment, allow the Inwmdars to enfranchise their
- Inams within the time specified without tho necessity of paying the arrears of the
quit-rent from the dato of the scttleent. All Inams of this class left uncufran-
chiscd on the 1st July 1867, would be sinnply confiscated on tiie occurrence of lapses.

9. " Tho sccond and third causes mentioned above as having operated azainst
the enfranchiseinent of Inams aro somewbhat similar in character. The Inamdars
wish to tako advantage of the protection given to themn azainst their creditors by
Regulation IV, of 1831, though the protection was certuinly not intended for tho
Lenefit of the Inamdars, but for the wmaiutenance of the reversionary right of
Government. 1 consider that the Government are perfectly competent to removo
the protoction 2t any time.  As for tharevorsionary right of Government, ll_"l_‘__';l‘i :
bo presersed by imposing tho condition that ou an Innn passing out of tho funily
of the Inamdar, under a decreo of a Civil Court, it should become liublo to tho samo
rate of quit-rent as was applicablo to the original Inawmdur. This course of proce-
dure, however, would involvo tho necessity of a legislative enactiucut, and the num-
ber of Inams left uuenfranchised through fear of creditors is ao small that an altcra-
tion of the existing law does not appear to me to be culled for.

10. While refusing to allow Iuams coufirmed for one or two lives to be
enfranchised after the 1st July 1867, I do not consider it to bo either necessary of
desirable to keep the offer of enfranchisement open to the other Inams indefinitely.
Tle rates now offered are liberal, and thero is no reason why the Inamdars, who bave
now deinurred to accept them, should be permiited to avail thewselves of them at
sowc future time, when tho reversion of their Inaws to Government Las beconme 8
matter of certainty. I thercfore propose not to admit enfranchisement under tho
present rules aftor 1st July 1867, though until that time I would accept it, evon
without enforcing the payment of the acrcars of quit-rent frow tho dute of the
scttloment. Tho Inamdars sro certainly not entitled to this lutter consideration ;
but since the object of the Commission in enfranchising rent-free tenurcs is not so
much to sccure a revenue to Government as to render Inam property more valua-
Lle, I trust that the Governmeut will not object to my proposal of sacrificing the
arrcars of quit-rent, and thus affording to tho Inamdars a facility for converting their
" Inans into frechold property.

11. After 1st July 1867, I propose to disposo of tle applications for tho
_enfranchiscment of Inams, as follows :—

(a.) If the Inamdar making the application fur the onfranchisoment of bis
_ Inam is eatitled, with rcferen~e to his tAen position 8 regords heirs, to tho Jowest
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rato of quit-rent (jth) under the present rules, the offer of enfranchisement will be
accepted on bis agrceing to pay the higher rate of quit-rent of one-fourth.

(6.) In all other cases, where the Inamdar may only be posscssed of termina-
Lle heirs, or where he may have no Leirs whatever, the application for enfranchise-
ment will be rejected, in the same manner as those from the parties whose Inams
have been confirmed for one or two lives. '

12. When it is clearly understood that the enfrauchisement of Inams under
the present rules will not be permitted after 1st July 1867, and with the increased
facility for cnfranchisement which will be afforded by the abandonment of the
arrcars of quit-rent, I bavo no doubt that the majority of the Inamdars will come
forward and enfranchise their holdings.

13. I belicve that in some districts, where there were not sufficient data for
determining tho correct asscssment of Inams, or where the Survey assessment itself
was Ligh, somo lands havo been over-assessed, and that this cause has operated to
some extent in preventing the enfranchisement of Inams. As a remedy, I would
propose that it should bo intimated to the Inamdars, that on their producing un
endorsement from any of the Covenanted Revenue Officers of the district, stating
the proper amount of assessment chargeable on their lands with reference to the
quality of the soil, tho assessment will be revised accordingly. But even in thes,

cases ] would not admit any application after the 1st July 1867.

24, Tke 6fth and last causo of tho non-eafranchisement of Inams will diean-
pear with the Notification, that applications for enfrancliisement under the present
rules will not be accepted after the lst July 1867. _

15. Should the Government concur in'the above views, I should submit, for
their approval and for publication in the  Fort Saint George Gazette,” a short Noti-
fication for the information of the Inamdars.

No. 145. * OnpE THEREOY, 10th January 1867, No. 74.
' Mr. Blair will be good enough to submit a draft of
Land 8 ga to submit s drait o
Revenno.' the proposed Notification.
(Truo Extract.)
(Signed) J. D. SIM,

Secrelary to Government.

Exd. S. T. Augustia,
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