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- No. 162. From ﬂ[ajor F.J. III CKS Goz/ernment Gmm Aqmz’ Bcllar Uy L’o t/’ze 01m f ‘

- Seeretary to Government, clated 6tk February 187 7, No. 192. e

I have the honor to report that thd stock of grain at each R‘ulway Statlon Depot ‘

(except Adom) has fallen very low, and the quantity now in hand, as shown m the

e T e AT BT L U LSS A e g T 6 e

- accompanying return, is only sufficient to kcep my cart contractor’s carts gomg for
the time mentioned in colurn 4. The length of each contract is noted, and in column &

- Thave entered the number of bags of gram 1equ1rcd to keep carts gomg prov1du1 they“"a.”

\v ork- ﬁp ip to contract agreement.

2. You are aware that these cart contxacts were made on the understandmo that -

the grain was urgently required to be sent off, and that-the chances Were that the

quantity Tqu.l‘ed at each District Depot would be very Iarge and more than We could ;

easily arrange to transport.

.

has attended the transport arrangements, and the contractors are all plepfu‘ed tomcarry
even a larger quantity of grain than' agreed on, I learn ﬁom Mr. Gough,. the Agent

. 8. ‘Acting on this undelstandmfr contmcts were entued mto, and overy eﬁorf: v .
- was made to send off grainas rapidly s possible; but now that considerable success =~~~ -

of Messrs. Arbuthnot and Co., that the quantity of rice to be sent up daily for my -
Railway Grain Depdts will be very small indeed, and quite 1nsufﬁcmnt to replenish the -
stock at each depbt so as to insure the quantity required to fill contract carts being
always on hand, and, under these circumstances, I solicit instructions as to Wh.xt steps '

I am to take in the event of no grain being available to fill carts waiting at any “depdt.

' - The cart contractors will of course claim compensation. for detentwn, and there is

s
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some arre

me that pru
' mentq

also a danger ‘of sickness breaking out 1f a number of carts are demmed and congr e-
gated long in any one place. ~ - , SR S 2

4. TUnder your instructions, I have mformed the publie 'md grain dealers that -

1 am pupmed to carry grain for thom, but up to this time there has been no response,

and unless” Government gram is sent up in large quantltws I slnll ‘oe in the poqmon

of hfn ing no grain to keep Ty contract carts cmployed.

In the event of a larger supply of Government grain not belng sent 1p, and;

when the present contract expires. I might also,if the Govemment so wished it, make
‘mwement to (lose some of the contracts at an carlier date than a"rcbd on.
At the same tlm“ I cannot say that I have any reliable mformatmn to show

6.
ate trade in all palts of these distriets will be sufficient to meet all require-

e s o+ e

and that Govemant can rcly on such trade to supply in full all the gram that‘

' -

fho pubhc and grain dealers not employmg my. carts, the only other alternative T can
think of is to purchase grain by public tender at each Railway Gr ain Depot where it is :
“actually required to £ill contract carts, and keep them employed on and up to the time -
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