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Prbqeedings of the ﬂf adras Goveriment, Revenue Deparfment,
‘ ‘ -~ 3rd June 1870. '

No. 37, . Read the following Procceding'suqf the Board of Revenue, dated 19th

January 1870, No. 874:—

Read the following letter from the Collector of South Arcot, to the Acting Seere-

" tary to the Board of Revenue, dated- Cuddalore, 20th October 1869,

No. 257.

1 mave ‘the honour v acknowledge receipt of the Board’s Plrdceedings,‘
No. 4,715, of 1st July last, and to submit, as desired, the further explanation called
for from my Assistant, Mr: Gribble, as to the practico obtaining in respeet to cotton

" goods manufactured in English territory, passing frec into the French Secttlement
of Pondicherry. - -

9. Mr. Gribble has not confined himsclf to the point on which he was called
upon for information, but has touched at some length on other matters connected

with the administration of the Land Customws; it is therefore incumbent that I
‘should offer some remarks serdatin on what he writes. '

3. “First, as rcgards cotton  manufactures passing free from British into
French territory, tho custom has been for cloth manufactured in the South Arcot

District from thread originallysimported from Pondicherry to re-pass free across

the frontier into French torritory. The practice has obtained for many years,

and was specially sanctioned by a Government Notification of the 20th August.
1838 in .tho ~Fort Saint George Gazetle of 3rd September of that year, page 525 ;.

and it will further be found noticed in Board’s Proccedings of the 10th August
1858, No. 3,009 ; so that Mr. Gribble is in error in stating that tho system obtain-
ing has Leen without due authority, but he was, of course, ignorant of the orders
abovo quoted. The rules to which Le rcfers were sanctioned by me at Mr. Grib-

* ble’s suggestion, merely as an additional precaution against attempts at fraud or
evasion of the indulgence in force. How far it may be thought advisable or expe-

dicnt to continue hitherto-usage is another matter; but if any change be made,

I pres"ume it must bo by the same authority which permitted the existing system,

orythc‘Frcnch‘merchants and others, both European and Native intercsted in the
question, will naturally havea grievance, and doubtless they will not fail to repre-

_sent it in objection to the cancelment of a privilege for so long past enjoyed by .
"them. . Time and riotice should also be given before its withdrawal; but I am not

‘myself ‘p‘repared to rccommcnd: any change, and am of opinion that none should
be made. | ~ - o

-+ '4, The next question relates to indigo. In the Export Tariff, indigo only is

'ndmc 4, and the Board have ruled that in this, indigo dust was included, but not
fresh or green indigo leaves; and Mr. Gribble in paragraph 3 of his present letter
points out the qppal‘cnt incongruity of this decision, inasinuch as indigo dust is of
far less value than the leaves, and that the latter produces far better indigo than

.

the former; and he contends that the fresh leaf is equally liable to duty with the:

dust under Article 16 of the Import Tarifl. Mr. Gribble has not, perhaps, sufii-
ciently explained himself. Indigo ounly being mentioned in the Lxport Tariff,
twhat be wishes to argue ig, that the ruling of the Board, including dust and dry

- - - ‘ - A
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Proceedirgs of the Madras Government, Revenye D

: czmrtmeni, |
ord June 1870. S —

leaf, should apply equally to the green ; both are only taxable with duty as 5 dye,
‘and the dust being inferior to the green leaf, both should be liable, or b

‘Indigo, as a dye only, is dutiallo on’ import.
dye, but only as an article of trade; and in v
latter Tariff of indigo only, I am inclined to the opinion that the manufactured

article alono wag intended, and my opinion has always been that neither the leaves
nor the dust is strictly dutiable,. - The Boar '

orders are enforced ; and I'am' not disposed
mendation’ to include {he fresh leaves also, -
excluded, and cannot bo embraced in the term ¢
him - to sce indigo dust excluded, It is to be further
;"Pariff no dyes of any kind arc dutiable on export,

oth exem pt.

iew therefore of the

purposel y

5. While Qn‘ this subject, I think inétructions are needed as to the rate of
~ duty to be collected on indigo dust, if the duty be contj '

or dry leaf indigo usually pays duty at 9 Annas; and is Supposed to contain 100
Maunds of such material, and valued at Rupees 18-12-0; but ther
fwarranfy in the Tariff for the levy of this duty at all as far as I can geq ; butif
leviable, it is only under Articlo L., “indigo ;» and, I presume that the duty should
be estimated at the Tariff Tate of 3 Rupcees per Maund on the quantity of actyal
indigo, which a cart-load of the dry dust and lcaves is known to pe

producing, and_gny other scalq of duty,such asis noy in force, secems to me
illegal 'and unauthorized ; and I am

e 1g clearly no

prepared to recommend its disco

ane ntinuance

‘nasmuch as under the. Tariff the dry Ieaf or dust appears to me no more dutiablo

p— ‘ — tha-n are the fresh leavcs, and the one -
Quzuz‘tity‘ when article

Sort and quzmtitf raw. ! manulactnred,-

" Duty,
and value of do,

| by the Schedule g the other, The
T relative valye of a cart-load of the fregh
At3 Rupees por : .

‘D leaf and dust indi. { Throe-fourth ¢4 =y . | ‘
o Maued or two green lndlgo IC&VCb and the dl‘y .IC{LVOS .

« go per bandy.load of ous Blaund of,
from 3 to 400 Mea. indigo, or oge

and a qnap. \ i v 1 n. an.
| sures, %lcsn ]Valu%per ter per qe-nch i a;ld duSt 13 gl\ cn 1n thC‘ margln, and 1
. "Maund or chegt bandy-loag 'l 1
2 Bupces, | pr 7 pdes) also the duty leviable on eacl, kind ;.
Tariff,

' diro ; and si .
"Fresh leaf Indigo per |Alitile n_qoroﬂgan At.’illnpeesper d since ey

bundy-load as above | one-third of g Maund
' | DMaand of ingj.
2o, value aboyt
15 Rupecs.

cry. bandy-load of the

o or latter is capable of turning out . three.

3 vupees -
L-0pereach | fourthsof achest cqual to three-quarter -
a duty of Rupees

bandy.logd, el?
s Maund of indigo,
, lable on each ladey’

«cart, wlhile on a bandy-load of the green leaf indigo, the duty would be about half.
that amount, or-Rupees 1-270, as shown in the statement, e dry leaf ang dust
sometimes produces a full Mau_nd, but. the duty eould not well be fixed at this
scale as it fluctuatos, and, besides, the indigo ‘manufactyred from the dqugst i3

~usually inferior to that produced from the ‘fresh leaf i 80 that I desire to know.
‘whether tho 'duty on the dry leaf and dust indigo may not e discontinueq and,
permitted to pass free cqually with the green leafi My recommendation is to thatf
‘effect, but if not agreed to, then I am of opinion the duty on cach bandy-loag

Chould: Le Rupees 2% as above, and not 9 Annas, whicl ig e rate fixed many vegrg'
2go, and again rceently adopted. g : o :

On export it is not dutiable as g

entry in the
indigo,” and I woulq prefer with’

observed that under the

| altogether

appears as littlo contemplated -

-
b e . . -

S e

Ve o T

- sequence has-been an almost entire stoppage of the expo_r‘t-tra
fig indigo, and no doubt after a while the dyeing-trade in Fy

* the legislature itself,

“tho entry of all such grain, even when ke
their evident inac curacy and unsatisfactor

~all these particulars of information, and the rot
. submitted with this Report, Of courae,
o enforce any rigid ox

- but undey my recent’ orders,

- market-price or value with
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Proceedings of the Madras Government, Rewiu}g,‘;epm tment,
3rd June 1870,

- 6. Referring to the correspondence noted in the margin, and especially to

my last communication to the Board,

Board’s OfﬁAcial Memorandum,‘ 7th Ju1y71869, under date the 10th ultimo, No. 202,
No, 711. ‘

Collector’s lottor, 18th Aurust 1869 No.A176. deprecating the institution of a differen-

Board's Procecdings,, 8rd September 1869, tial duty on indigo, I take tho opportu-

e 6.002. ity of stating that I have since conferred -

2 tember, No. 202,  Dity g ,
Collector's lctt?r, 10‘th Septerbe with several European merchants of

Pondicherry in rogard to the lump indigo, and the result of my inquiries has

satisfied me that the treatment of this indigo as indigo proper will tell hardly on

* those accustomed to trade in it. It appears that the lump or fig indigo, as it is

commonly called, is a distinct manufacture, and is used only for dyeing clotI}s
manufactured in Pondicherry, and is seldom, if ever, exported to Europe., Itis.

so totally distinct in its appearance and form from the trade-indigo that no difi-

culty could arisc as to its {dentiﬁcation, and it is manufactured by a different

process, being made up mostly of the residue of the real or good indigo collected

from the vat and mixed with mud. . The relative value of this fig or lump indigoA
and the real iﬁdigo‘ is very marked. The markct-price. ranges ffom 3o to 40
Rubccs per Candy of 20 Maunds or 526 English Ibs., while the price of the best
indigo is from 1 Ruapee 6 Annas to 1 Rupee 10 Anna.s perIb. .,

7. Heretofore, and for many years past, lump indigo has been charged .dut.y
at 3 Annas a Maund, while the duty on indigo, according to the Expoz:t V.Tamﬁ', 18
Rupees 3 per Maund., As reported in my letter of the 10th ultimg I dire :‘nyd'tlmt
the duty should bo equalized, and no difference bo allowed between one wrt of

. it e . . s .
indigo and another, thero being no distinction in the Export Tariff; and t\ ‘con-

de in this luip or
ench territory will
' of indigo is altogether
wed, "and I submit the
‘srmission to continue
wuthority, if not from
A . !
- 8. The next point noticed by Mr. Gribble relatos to the frce importation of
grains of all kinds into French from E

nglish territory,  The history of tho

existence of this privilege will be known to'the Board, Ny doubt the roturns of
Pty arc not very reliable, and it has been
¥ character that has delayed my hitherto-

submission of these returns as required by the Board. It was not clear on what
data they were’ prepared at the different Sayer Stations, and whether on the ipse

dizitof the owners or onany sort of examination or scrutiny. Ihave now obtained
urns duly revised in my office are
the present establishments aro not cqual
amination of bandy-loads passing the Sayer Stations, and
the grain Deing free, it has not been thought necessary to institute careful serutiny ;

the quantity of cach grain only will in future be
estimated after o casual inspection of tho contents of cach cart,

be considerably affected ; and it is urged that as this spect}
a distinet article, a differential duty may equitably be ali.
question for instructions from the Board o

f Revenue, as the,
such differential duty must, T conceiy

€, cmanate from highor\

and the current

¢ duty will be entered in my own office ; so that
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.these accounts hereafter will be tolerabl
far as it is practicable to make them,

9, My, G;‘ibble statos

‘ his opinion that the returns of
from Pondicherry, which

are periodically submitted to
published in the Commercial Bullotin of the colony,
upon ; but Mr. Gribble i not aware that ]
Freanch Scttlement i3 wholl
wants of the population, and no grain can be cxpo
so that it i3 at the risk, and "clc‘arly no
in grain, that there should be
tion secures this, whi
two or threo s‘ealsons have of course been equally ‘unfavourable to French culti-
vation as to our own, and hence tho export of grain from my district into Pondj-
cherry during that period hLas no doubt

previous years ; but I havo looke
opinion a mistake to suppose that t
the French Settlement,
law prohibiting exportation by ses, it is cle

cautious in theiraspeculation.s, and when we compare tho returns of exports from
Iinglish into French territory with the Population of tl)q latter, it will Do scen
that in reality tlie quantity entering Pondicherry 13 10 more thap adequate in
‘conjunction with local production to mcet the reasonable requirements of the
Scttlement, and it i erroncous to assume, as so persistently has Jgep done, that
the privilego iy abused, and the custons revenue fraudulently sacrificed, althou gh-

I admit that until T closely looked into the matter, I was myself inclined to tljs :
"opinion, ‘ o ~

grain exported by sca

10 exportation of all grain from tho
¥ prohibited by a lez 70e7 in the

t for the bonedt of the Pondich

» and competi-

exceeded what ¢

d closely into- the questio)
here have 1o
Without an outlet fo

yand it is in my

ar that grain-morchants would be

10. In connection witl, this. question it is rocoxﬁmended by Mr. Gribble |
that English grain, which has heen exported into I)Ondicherry

-{ation by land into ‘ghis ‘ dis’crigt, bo de
reccommendation on the mistaken ass
Pondicherry are far beyond the amoun

y should, on re-impoe-
clared liable to duty; and e grounds his

umption " that the Cxports of grain into

t actually needed for local consumption.
11.. Of course, if the opinion’ b wrong on which the recommendation ig

"bascd, the latter calls for no further considcration, and that Mr. Griblle 18 in .
cerror I am prepared to show. Ip the lace, mercantjlo competition and
interests would alone offer g tolerably sufficient guarantee against any glutting of

the French markets ; and, secondly, the ruling prices of the town and interior would
indicate if there were any such glutting a9 assumed.  Now,

uctuato at Pondicherry as ‘they do in.‘our own' towns,
a'vcrage no more than one Measure of: grain per Rrupcc has
the large market and baz.aars of Pondicherry over fxntl : C rat in,
Cuddalore for staple-grains, such as l?afld)' gxxd rice, and, ordinarily, frc.mx half to
threc-quarter Measures has been the d.xﬁorence. Now, when f‘he popu}atlou of tho
two plaécs is considered, and the cn;cumstance 'qhaf Pond.lcherry 1s a.\solrt of
metropolis with a very considcr'a.ble LEuropean and Eagt Indxfm community, and
with cxtensive and well-organized markets and bazaars, while in Cuddulo;o wo

have nothing in the shape of o wmarket, vt,ho V(hfkferc’zrﬂxcg in _t’heup‘msc of grain (I. speak

while the prices.
1t is a fact that on an.
ever been obtainable in
above the rates prevailing in

enany undue imports of grain into -
r surplusago of store owing to the

¥ reliable and approximately correct as,

wy office, and are also
are not to be depended

Protection of the local ;
rted on pain of heavy penalties ;-

erry traders

check on high prices.  Tho past”

may have been in .

o

' 2 L nent
DLroceedings of the Madras Government, Revenue LDeprriment, ‘
° "~ -8rd June 1870. - -

. i have been’ ,
I submit thdt it is rather below than above the mark, that mxéht a
< . . v 1 o 'S o ain and
1091*?; fOrBesides the surplus grain, supposing there be any, is English grain,
» )

. . i or has
learly could not be made liable to duty on re-import into our territory, n
“clearly cou

( d I could not
any account of such re-importation ever been mnoted or~k.ept, an

- recommend any scrutiny of the kind.

d b French
13. The effect of any such duty would be to prevent and intr}dzr ;cilethl;r(;:ar
grain 1r;erchants from providing for the wants of thtlzio;al polg‘tileztxc; O, in the fou ;
‘ i id it, they wou o su 3 the
1 accident, they overdid it, 1 b  for e
les't , llfsalir); g)li'ydisposal tc,) otliers ; and in the case of mdlﬁ'crou't seasg;x:; rls il: zur
f)l;)talx)'al’zo ;njuriously on the French colony as well as on the grain-pro

1 ibited, the
‘own district. It scems to me that exports by-sea be}ng Wllo'lljtf Iggil;}f; lfer,r s
| zl‘:ject of the Convention on the subject conceding graiu free into

ity imported into the French Scttlerxzent
sufliciontly Secumd’l and g:laiot{:lfe (i\l::xr:t:t(})’f ntlhia population f:or 1.0031. conf)uinptl.ont.'
o onlybe, s & rule,t'eq ‘of Poundicherry, with its rural district, is 122,500 ; of .
A 14. The pOggOa 10'111‘he returns of grain entering Pondicherry for the tlt)rfcf
o o on'y §14,Ma. and June, a statcment of which is cncl?sed, show 48,54:;‘
months of Al:; ! dy ’178 Maunds of rice, or, say, atota! of 48.,40.3 Maun‘ds{ z;n 0 |
Maunds of paddy an mparative trifling quantity ; and in reviewing these 1cl'ugn§,
o ‘Other S arent c(I)c:ullaxtion is required to prove that the quantity supplic 1: ‘
I thmk.no great ca eet the requirements of the townspeople. T.he above amou;x
wholly madequat;a tofmth‘e other grains in the list excludirfg grain, equzfls. ne:g*} y
added to the tota 1? hise ui\ral:;nt to 1bs. 12,50,000. This quantity dwuied. by |
oD Maunds, bor f th;1 town-inhabitants, exclusive of the rural popu ation,
.8%:009’ the .n“mbgzr(;s Ibs. of grain, or at 32 1bs. per Measurfa, say 43 Measu‘rcs
glvels ag{gﬁ-o?lz:rter Again, if the returns for the quarter just closed, ending
per hea - 4

. ined :—Girain of
ith September last, be examined, the following results are obtained :—Grain o
- with |

i S or lbs. 7,73,500, or divide this latter
e CXSC:LE)S(;EG ;fo g;z;nél:tliinibf 3312 ito('m'n, the ’res’ult is 9 lbs., or a fraction
amount by ,Mezxsures per head for the period of three months ; 50 that })ut for
o than thre1e 1 production in the colony itself, and the probable stocl'; in hand
0011{1 Sldf} r’i: blsio:: ainP the very eziﬂy part of the year during the harvest, it is clear
taken into

hat the quantity of grain entering Pondicherry during the last six months would
. that the qu D

i 1 wants of the inhabitants ;and I think
e insufficient to supply the actua . ‘ . .
be altogfthlmt'm;: with all I hI:wo now stated, concluswcly negative the belief that
oo ca s i t(; our French.neighbours isin any wiso abuscfl, or that more
thc. COf;l cgss'lz: way into Pondicherry than is needed for local requircments,
grain finds i .

. strong belief prevailing contrary to the ‘
15 Db a? y aIma:r::Yle;iiZil: ht(()) ‘ciei:zzrbuée tl?o‘mind 10f the Boarcvl and Govern-
results s showe, ous impression, beeause while it lasts, there will ever bo an -
mont of this crro;leva"ﬁe Ii)dca that somchow our liberality tq'tho French is
unpleasant, thqu%; tqﬁ: of and’ that our Land Customs Revenue is defraudod_ or
unguly .ta.ken attlll‘:;z(:ﬁ’ thi; means, and therefore I submit a further calculation
suffers injury g

[-~¢ M 3 3 1 3 t.
~ which Ithink must satisfy the most serupulous or suspicious on the subjec
“7 1 . - ) "

B
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Revenue Department,

16. It is unfortunate that we have no rcliable returns for Previous years
for any of the stations except Mortandy ; but a5 by that routo by far the largest
imports into Péndichcrry are made, being upwards of twenty times what they
are through any’other‘Sayer Station, (¢ r the past two

s’ (vide the two statements fo
quarters) I propose to take the return for Mortandy for the year 1868 as given
aph 4 of his letter, and which 1

-by Mr. Gribble in the margin of paragr
Madras Maunds (not Indian Maunds assupposed by the Board), and I wijj
which is g large Proportion, one-tenth of that quantity as having cntered ot cach

of the other stationg and sub-stations in numbep-5, and which, for the entire year,
will give the following resylt ubjoined statement

assume,

S as particularised in the s
Table,

.
e . Quantxty entering at theﬁve\m
g;;:iltx;nc(gfesr;ng . %}TS‘EE stationg and‘sub?sta,tions of Total of grain consuf{led iln'y the
for 1868 g ger Return |Madalapet, Valdavour, Kup- oda2o' columng 1 year 1868 per head of
from the Station A “amungalum, Cottakuppum, (30d 2 in Maunds, the Pondicherry Town
on Smeen and Thookanambakamy fo,” | 1bs- and Measures, i J
for that year. : ) 3 am tor Population taken gt

S

e

1 84,000

— —— —_— —
1 ’ ‘ 2 ' 3~ 4

Maunds 1,381,500 or Ibs.' Maungs

—

; 0,750 \or Ibs. Maunds 1,97,950, | 3paung 2,
s 32,8/,5000rMea.sures' 16,43,750, or  Measures | Ibs. 49,31,250, op 5 585
10,00:453 at 32 Tos.| 530,843 % '
per Measure, easure, .

Ibs. 8%, or

3 lbs. 58%, or, say, GU
s 1bs. per EIeasuresl5,90,725 1bs. which gives about

at lbs, 8 Per | 19 Measures per head,
Measure, K PEr annum for thy

‘ ‘ | S population. ‘
, 17, Of course, the above caleulations gpq Somewhat in ¢

will be found tolerably ace In making thep, 1 have ]
25 1bs. to the Maund, and one Measure to ¢

approximately correct, and i3 in exeegg rather ¢
standard; and T think if these results be care
‘grain to the population here assumed, and which wil] foun
quantity pa'ssing' from our tery _ ,

how mistaken ig the suppositi

or that any necessity exists for §
to find its way back again iy’
‘regards gram and other grains ng

-ordinarily range about the same in Pox?did‘erry as in Cuddulore, and in the
.scasons of 1866-67 and 1867-68 there was very little difference, ang whenever I
Visit the former placo gram for my horses i invariably carried from this, beeause
the priee of it in I’o‘ndichcrry is usually higher than here; so that if tho troulle
I have now taken in working out and submitting the foregoing caleulations hag
‘the ellect of dissipating the vague and unsatisfactory notigy, 50 commonly entor.
‘tained as to the injury committed on our Land Customg Revenue by abuges in
connection with the privilege granted to our Irencl, neighbours I shall be amply
repaid, for as the head of the disfrict, it is, of course, vesing and ANNOYing to imp
to hear statements of the=kind continually bl’oached, and which really have not

tho slightest grourid or warranty, and more thanany other officer I am necessarily

ho rough, but they

iroughout assumed
very 3¢5 1bs., which I belicve is
han below ¢,

CSULY onany grain which may happen
uggestion Lentirely deprecate.  Ag

3 food-grains, ete., the priceg

el b PPV,

A S

1,31,500

-

sy
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- our Land Customs Administration. : :
system is the great delay in granting the rewards., and if the power noxvv"cOJﬂ;"erx;le(;l
051’1 tho Board gnly were vested in the Collector, it would be an unprovement a

229 of Act V1. of 1863.

Proceedings of the Madras Government, Revenue Department,
| ) 3rd June 1870.

| e } ; ' tual state
interested in fathoming the truth, and in placing beyond all doubt the actua

; “readi ged.
of the case, if only to enable me to remedy the guas: albu(sles ' ts}(: t;za;ltlsy;efl?a“xv*ﬁiCII
Finally, I am of opinion that no interference').should‘be mf .thhe o :ns m W
kas so lIong obtdined, and which I unhesitatingly affirm, 701t ol recorded
above, is fully and sufficiently guarm}teed from any glrea ! r(.} dired e
possibly be shown that more grain entered the colony tllan Wl - qdemonstmted
consumption, the matter would be different ; but I trust I m;:e c En};]iSh torstony
that only as auxiliary to local production do the exptl)r:.s rom Lng »
adequately meet the requircments of the French population,

X ‘ . in the
18.  The subject of arranging the various orders ::nd other x'jlc;l;dtzi :')‘oseg, ,
Sayer Départmcnt, noticed in paragraph & of Mr. Gribble’s letter, w ]

. : ized
of departmentally under my instructions, and Mr. Gribble will be authorize

y i sary, readi inted

to codify the orders as he proposes, and they can, if necessary, readily be pri
t of Manual at the District Press. : ‘ : o
o Slo i; I Lmust leave the Board to deal with the final paragraph of Mr, Gribble’s

. . .
Ietter treating of the subject of rewards and recommending the extension of Ac
o

i : implify
| 3 d which no doubt would greatly stmplif,
o T oo ha oS m} think one prominent evil of the existing

aflord all the requisito facilities, and if, as it would seem, hitherto proccdure has

1 i 3 inion
no legal sanction, the change may readily beintroduced. I am further of op
te]

that the proceeds of all confiscations aftor deducting the Government rightful

" dues may, with advantage, be formed into a common fund as provided in Sectfon
& At present, after deducting the State-ducs, a proportion

is nai i iz and the remainder is carried to the public
only is paid to the informers or seizures, and

credit.  But the formation of this surplus into a common fund might at times bo

very useful in affording means to tho
Collector to reward many persons who
now go unrewarded, and the distrilu-

. : : , tion or appropriation of the fund should
be at the Collector’s disposal, subject of course to control and Ssupervision by the

T : an be rendered.

LOMS;) . lelxl;ila ?)I:OEC(;(:)‘:IT;SI(;ttIc time in submitting this report, but its very
tu;c ;nust be my E?OIOSY; and it was ncedful that I should point out certain

m kes and misapprchensions, as I consider them, on the part of my Assistan,

i\l}lrbtaésibirllo, and of late I have becn muc_:h pressed with work of v?rcilous‘kitl;t(lz

Whl:(:h has greatly interfered with my taking up the questions moote v tha

officer, ‘ ‘

‘ide Doard's Standing Circular, No. CTXV.,
hdilalt);(? rl7ttah Deeember 1863, ag regards Seca
Customs. :

——

Excrosovrz No. I,

From J ‘ D B GRIBBLE, Esq., Assistant Collector, to the Colloctor of South’ Arcot, _'d.atiad .
rom . . » ’ ! ! . -

Cuddalore, 11th September 1869,

Wirn reference to paragraph 4 of the Board’s Procecdings, dated Ist J aly, T have the honour
o Wirr er aldyg

to forward the following report:—Some delay has occurred, but it was owing to o press of work,
o .o . ) <
~ and to the fuct of old records requiring to be looked over.

»
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Proceedings of the Madras Government, Revenue Department,
3rd June 1870.

s

2. The practice alluded to in paragraph 3 of my Report, embodied in the Board's Procced- |

ings, is what hag existed for some time. On taking charge of the Sayer I found it to be the
custom that on the production of a Pass for cotton which had paid duty as twist, an equivalent
am?unt of cloth was allowed to pass free. - Although I could find no authority for this procedure

I did not wish to suddenly change a custom which appeared to have been for some time prevalen t’
In order, th.erefore, to prevent abuses to which I sayv the system as it cxisted was open, I pro‘posui
to you c'crt:nn rules, of which I enclose a copy. These rules were sanctioned by you .’ I now am
of opinion that the rules embody a principle which is entirely illegal. As, however, I was the first
to sug.'gestA the rules, T am of course responsible for the illegality. The ’followinv’is the rccex;t
practice :—Cotton in a raw state is largely imported into French territory frccoof duty? it is

there manufactured into twist, and then imported into English as twist, and pays duty according -
o

to the Sc.hcdule of Act XVII. of 1867 at the rate of 3} per cent. ad valorem. Itis th

factured inte cloth in English territory, and again exported into French teri:itor free Cl’: ntmT}]J:
valuc of the twist which has paid duty. Now the Import Tariff declares that cotth tv i t 4 1? b]b
to duty, and Fhe Export Tariff places manufactured goods under the same liability: dYIlSd ot seo
what autho’rity we have to exempt either article, either as import or export 7 ;u;) :lmtfsc'o
the honour to request that in forwarding this explanation to the Board, you \;ill gi:vl:emcm::d(:;z

to levy duty both ways, and to discontinue for the f i
. 8, uture this system
analogous to the now-obsolcte system of drawbacks. yetem o open to fruad aud #0

3 1 <0 tak . ]
would also take the opportunity of drawing your attention, with the view of a reference

to the indigo question. Under tho present

* Board's P lOCeC‘lngS dated 14th March 1868, N . 1,85 . t tl I} d * t l d l vCS
] ) No. ,S { gsystem 1Q oar 1ave r ndigo leav

The indfgo dust is merely the leaf dricd, Kop tl:)ch not liable to duty, but that indigo dust is.

: ust is m 1e dried leaf is not so valuall
since better mdlgp 18 manufactured f->m the fresh than from the dry leaf, anc(; Th::) cf e
y cfore we are

now levying duty on the less valuable articl i

For my part it appears to o that fadi cle, and .allowmg the one of greater valuo to pass free.

Article 16 of the I ¢ at indigo,whether in dust or in leaf, is equally liable to duty under
¢ Import Tariff, as a dyeing or colouring material. Gambore is liable to {]uty in

the plain wood, orchilla and saffron in th
» OF e weed, sapan i i i
first stage as the insect ; thelast item of Article 1p6 d;cr;:xiz ‘tv}?::l ?'n oo and cochineal in the

liable to duty, and T would respectfully submit that, as there is no othall othet sorts” are equally

PR . . er use for the indi t
whether in dust or in leaf, except that of a dycing material, we should, according to thclgt,z\}r);:no’f

g:: *}‘5;{2 ievgiz;y L‘;:r:; lln vlvgggevir ];form it passes our Sayer gates. In Board’s Proccedings
o 1,048, ’ , L obscrve that CO\mtry-dyed Fn lish 5%
. . g ood
:S“Pl'mzle (:iOVerr;m;rlzt not to bo 'liable either for duty on the goods thcmsgclg'cz af)i i;cii?j Y
iln the {e(ling c:i them.- 1 The dye thus excmpted from duty does not, I conce’ive refer to gountr
y c& Pztlsbc‘ as dye p.lere ¥. The Schedule XVII. of 1869 makes no exception in f;vour of countr d
mado dycing materials, and when country-grown indigo is passed either in green leaf or in driZd

(or (’lust), I maintain 1t.1s still a colouring material, and in the former case, is subjected
carlier and more lucrative manufacture than in the latter. ’ Hected to an

¢ used

4. The Boq.rd have ?alled for accurate returns of the grain exported to French territor
I have good reason to believe that in spite of the stringent orders issucd on this head thez;

returns arce no¢ corrcetly kept, and that many bandies of grain pass through our gates which are .

never registered at all. I do not think that the rcturns published by the French authoritics i

the Bulletin Commercial, as being sent out of the colony by sea, are by any mcans to ‘tfl m;'lz
upon. Tl‘m ,g:rain imported into Pondicherry is, in my, opinion, far, above the amox;nt re u'c rtcl lfe'
consumption in the Frgnch territory. It is a thing well known that during times of ((ll u:l t]jr
French mcx:chants buy up the whole of the grain that they can lay hold of?. At the cozaar "y
ment of this year I ascertained thaf-when a failure of the rains was expected, the III;:: cel:
merchants were buying up in all dirc"ctions':‘ After having once been expo;ted-fr;e to Fref::h

et an b w8 T
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Proceedz'ng.s; of the Madras Government, Revenug Depariment,
' 3rd June 1870.

territory, it is, on re-importation by land, not liable to any duty whatever, and passes our gates
) free, whercas, as an export, 1t is liable to duty

of 3 Annas per Maund. I think that there can
be mo doubt that the quantity exported is
vastly in excess of that required for consump-
tion in Fremch territory. . Now the duty

_ transmitted to this treasury by the French
Government for grain exported by them by sea
is quite nominal. A Tabular Statement of the
duty transmitted is given in the margin for
the last twelve months. A Tabular Statement
of the grain imported, vid Mortandy Sayer
gate, for the last official year, (the only gate at
which an account was kept,) is given in the
margin, and also a Tabular Statement of the
grain which has passed through all the Sayer

Memorandum shewing quantity of groin exported from Pon-
dicheery by sca from July 1868 to Juue 1869.

Bags.

Taddy e ae e 30
Rice ... e . 9
Other sorts ... o 63

107 | Duty at 4 Annas per bag,
Rupees 26-12.0.

Grain exported via Mortandy in 1863,

Maunds, Value,
L ]

RS,
13,150 2,63,710 ”~

Quantity of Maunds of grain passed from March 1869 to July
1869.

Maands. Valuo, gates since the Board's recent order wag com-
municated to the Ameens. I think the Board

86,570 will perceive from these that an alteration of
2,2%; : . the present . system is required. I would re-

464 spectfully ask why the same procedure is not

i;?,?;f: adopted with reference to grain as is now
2,410 adopted with reference to salt. In the latter
95,909 case 2 demand is made for the probable amount

1. ‘required for consumption, and salt is supplied
< up to that demand. Were this adopted with
reference to grain it would deprive the French merchants of the facilities for storing grain in
anticipation of arise in the price, unless they choose to bring itin on payment of duty.. ‘Now, as
this grain which is stored is not required for French consumption, but for increased profits to the
merchants by re-sale in English territory when the prices rise, it is, I submit, an article on which
duty can be fairly levied. Another course I would propose is this. Let all grain pass into French
territory free, but on re-importation by land, let the export-duty (which the grain is liable to by
o * the Schedule) be levied, since all grain which
comes out of French territory has clearly not
been required for* french consumption, and
" it therefore should have paid duty when it
went in. .

% Doard’s Proceedings, dated 15th Augnst 1844, clearly
shows that the concession is made, solely for grain
required for consumption in French territory.

o

5. T would now beg to bring to your notice the great difficulty that exists in ascertaining
what orders the Sayer Amccens carry out, and what they do not. There are a mass of old records
containing contradictory orders, and orders which were in force before Act XVIL. of 1867, became
law., I propose to draw up a brief Manual of Orders which the Ameens are to carry out, simply
with refcrence to that Act. As this can be supplied to both the Police and the Ameens, 1 chall
much more easily know whether the orders arc carried out or not. I propose to have the Manual
(which will be a short one) translated into Tamil, and it wi.ll thus be the only guide which the
"Ameen has to go by. To be allowed to do this I beg you will be goqd eno?gh to obtain the per-
mission of the Board, to whom I will submit the little work before it is published.

G. | In conclusion, I would ask you to draw the notice of thc.a Board to the fact that there is
- legal enactment at present in force which authorizes the granting of rewards, ctc.; Act No. XI.
of 1869 extends certain Sections of VI. of 1844 to the Land Customs. The part of VI. of 1844,

" which referred to granting rewards, ete., has been repealed by VL of 1863, and a new procedure
laid down. Now VL. of 1863 refers only.to the Sca Customs, a_nd has not been affected or_extend-
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— _ | e Proceédings of the ]!Iadrqs Government, Revenug: Department,
r 7‘008?%1&23‘3 of ﬂw‘ﬂ[adra-?‘GVOAver)mz.ent, Revenue Dcpart}ne,ntn,‘ ~ : l l , ‘ . . R | 3rd June 1870. '
‘ - 3rd June 1870. . < . 7 The exp(;rt‘-trade of ﬁg indigo haé na’cqrally ceased, and fhe dyéing-trade -
ed to Land Customs by XT. of 1809. Were VI, of 1863 - extended by law to Land Customs, as.‘ . ‘r' in Pondicherry will be seriously affected. This’ is clearly not intended by the
egards such matters g5 can be '

1d be much ! Customs Law, and" the Board rccommend Government to move.tllle.SI;prerrlle
k ¢ mu : . .
and mar’x; :zhzaicz‘;?:rs. Iwould o Government to legalize the old rate of duty for fig indigo. The article is largely B

g o ! . s oherr i orted,
. : y Section 220 of VI, of 1863, regarding uséd for dyeing country clothy in Pondicherry, but is not exp
the funding of Toney arising from confiscation under the Act. Tam not aware that in granting : -

S ' ter | lector’s and Mr. Gribble’s letters are
rewal:ds under “VI, of 1863 this p If there is duc authority for the one I - 8. ' The lat.ter pfu'ts of both the C(;l tgoain nto Pondictenty, Mo Heor,
practised, there is, T submit r, but unless the view thavc taken ig L devoted to the dlscusm.on of the fre.e export o gf e M. Reado
e e Ci’ther' " | L " now holds that there isno excessive ex'port of grain in ° bly,. ¢

- ' . | BRI ‘ siders that the French statements of grain cxports by sea are reliable ; nor does

o g | . he think that Poixdichcrry merchants store grain, as the export is prthblte‘d by a

 local ordinance, Mr. Gribble holds the contrary view, and doubts the rel'mblhty
of the accounts furnished; and he thinks that, inasmuch as the Pondicherry

. ~morchants import grain in large quantities free, they should, when they re-export

nfiscation, the granting of rewards
procedure laid down b

Excroscez No. 2.—Copy of Notice,

|
i
{

- Excrosures Nos, 3 ang 4.—Statements,

' » I it into British territory on a rise of prices, pay import-duty on such grains as -thely
‘ _ ‘ . ‘ ! L ‘sen d back into British territory. The Board cqnsider that in default of re}lab )
Ix these papers the mformatha 'called for in Paragraph 4 of Board’s Pro- t E S ‘rcturns of éxport and imports of grain,rthis matter is not ready fqr useful discus-
- ceedings, dated 1st July 1869, No, 4,713, is furnished, ° ' N sion, o /
2. It appears that British grown cotton )

it is manufactured it s X Passes frec into Pondicherry wherc ‘
o up tute st In this shapo iteis brought fnto Byieil goeitormes ‘,

to be worked up into piece goods by British looms, and pays frontier duty at 3}

per cent, ad z'a.lorénz, Oq“ Te-export the manufactyred goods pass free up to tho
value of the twist used in their manufacture on production of g certificate of

o . i : wried in bulk,
payment of import-duty on the twist, This system was sanctioned by the Gov- ~ . Farned o

- ' ‘ C . c i ~ion for reward-
ermuent of India undor daty Lth Juno 1858, No, 99 8, and duly notfied i the 10. Mr. Gribble draws attention to the absence of any provis T
Official Gazette of the 3rd oA

P | 0 : e, Reade has now taken measures to I§ave all exporﬁs and imports of grain
% ) ‘ resistered, and should report fully on the matter so soon as he has the rc.ztums f)f
" one car Ijéfore him. The Collector should give orders that carts laden with grain

?;lI?S{ be carefully scrutinized, as dutiable articles may be smuggled unde'rw‘ grain

: i < . o . d Custom Act. The Scctions of Act
» : ; . ‘ i detection of smuggling under the Lan
raw cotfon. ‘ ScPtember 1008 LXport-duty was then leyiablo on - | \ - l\r;ig t;lfelSi:,c ;’hich relatzoto this matter, were repealed lby SAc:. VL (;f AIS{;GXSI,IQHC:
- | . ‘ f 1869, nor are the Sections of Ac . 0
3. The Board concur witl, the Collector that ‘ ' have not been re-cnacted by Act XL o ? .
o no chang - : avo now, i d to the Land Customs. This
4. In his letter My, Gribble discusses the question fode Should.be mafle(.i. ‘ 1863, which relate to offences a.n(.l ?enaltl\e.S, eXte'n?e ﬁ(i) i et a o ltl de to justif
leaf. Itg 3 that u ot duty levied on indigo S : : . 1 defect, but the difficulty is not of sufficient magnitude 0) y
"+ v appears that under the orders of the Board of Revenuc, dated 14th March b t is an obvious de ’ t. The Collector will have the goodness to
1868, No. 1,857, duty at 7 3 per cent. is levied on the dry ] ;. ave 9 mth P . application to the lcglﬁlatxfre at present.  The Co sotor i ton o i o
green leaf (weed) passes free, although it ig the more v ly b(;a ) kil the o | report whether any.ob‘]ectmn“emsts - gragt rewarli:l: R e 10}1 o e P
material. The Tariff only specifies indigo as dutiahle Haablo form of tho raw = as is the case in ordinary cases of detected smugg g -
5, The Board agree Wlth thO COllcctor .. “, s o K s
) that in this reg ect the present ;
practu;e 1;(fqu1res modification, and hot}, dry and green leaf shoﬁld be putpon tho Lo ‘ SR ‘ ~ 1 J 1870, No. 811
same looting as reeards 1 o NS E 3 une 187 0. I.
ingly, g gar‘ S ¢xemption from duty. They resolve to order accord- L .NO{ 38, | anm THEREON, 3r “ )
6. Mr, Reade draw.

S atfention t

| ‘ o o the stato of ¢ o
quality of indigo. In tho Tarif 4] ; ' o

Tue qﬁostions raised by the Board

digo is o] / ‘ Separate Revenue, No. 4: ‘ in the foregoing Proccedings rclate to
. Ddigo 1s classed under ad—the indigo ‘ ~ ing of Land t o

of commerce, In this Presidency there are, howovor t OI;{C- head th.o 11-” Zf N ‘ ‘ Customs. I the' 'IOYYIDD ° aIT}l louli o1ms on bood;
commeree, and lamp or fig indigo, Uptil récentl l’ Wo f1‘uds, :lhe mc}x'ocl) y - P o ‘ = passing blet\;eelly ngtlbf ;)err:ltioxl‘y an

oV 7y lum indi ch | : oo )
g lo madl from th e of gy o 5, 18 i S tho Trench Settlement of Pondiclorry
sumption, Was charged with duty at 3 Annas g Maund op export to Pondichcrry; e 9 Mr : Gribbie;’ the Assistant Collect?il', hammadverteil on zh(; sty*sfcem ;ufier '
T e e ' ’ : s 4. . : ' . . s GRS icherry pays Import-du on - being
* Fig indigo Rapees 1-12-0 to Rupees 2 per while the 12digo of commerco Is charged 4 ro which cotton twist manufactured .at Pon"tfl,zd t );oeprej-’ev Ol-lt)ed freeywhen made
Tndi ‘:ﬁ{féﬁR ' p by Tariff 3 Rupees per Maund, the | / | 1b‘ounht into British territory, but is permi _MO ; I‘P o dut Tho Board

pound, 2% 1-6-0 to Rupees 14 Per difference in the relative values* of the Cd : into picce goods on production of the ?Ertth&tO ob fmport-duty.  Lhe

has e uzﬂiz dth o two articles being very great.  Mr. Reade ro P ; S ‘ ‘ ' ‘
~45 equalized the rate of duf)»\',(u}d charges 3 Rupees per Maund on both sorts, |
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Proceedings of the Madras ‘Government,

Revenue Departmenl," ‘

8rd June 1870.

in considering that no change in the existing practico

leaf of indigo. This question has not bee
and the purport of the Board’s'recommenda

in advocaﬁing a duty on the green leaf g
Mr. Reade while attempting to t]

ant, scems to have shifted the la
‘ ’ 7 ) Y Do means clear from paragraphs 4
and 5 of their Proceedings. The Board in
‘No. 1,857, sanctioned the imposition of an
“ dmported indigo dust” which they considereq came under the L
sorts” of ¢ dyeing and colouring materjy]s» in Article 16 of the
and they ruled that ezported indigo dust v
¢ indigo,” 4.e., at Rupoes 8 per Maund ; but i
leaves should be passed free,

ad valorem duty at 7

n both cageg they ordered that the

4, The Government now direct that

: » and the green leaves be ¢xempted from Ex
recommended by the Collector, Both, however, manjs,

““dyeing and colouring™ materials in the Import Ty

‘required to pay an Import-duty of 71 per cent,

9. The next proposal of the B Port of ¢ Tump indieo.
In his letter, recordeq with Board’s ings, dated 18t October 1839,,
" No. 7,735, Mr. Reade observed that lump or fig indigo, an infcri;r articlo madc

iff, and shoylq thercfore be

the Ieiry of a differentia] duty on indig
is now of opinion that the imposition of the fu]]
on those accustomed to trade in

. to refer thig oposition for the
observation of the Collector of Sea Customs ond ot o B

6. The Board also
into Pondicherry, but ob
have been maintained,
exported is excessive op not,

ful registration of all grain g, Cxported, and J,
brought forwarq again in g Year, -

7. In conelys
for granting Tewar 1¢ detection of smuggling under the Land Customs Act,
but doubt " the hecessity of applyin

cee > ’ ]

3rd Jur; 1870.

t touch on the subject of the duty on the dust and green
n dealt with in g very lucid manner, “
tion is somewhat obscureo, Mr, Gribblo:

ppears to have referred to imports, -
wow fresh light on the suggestions of his Assist-

tter’s proposal to Cxports, and whether the Bogrd °

e —

their'Ordcr, dated 14th March 1868,
3 per cent. on’
cad “ all other
Import Tariff, “.
33 to be taxed at the same rate as

———————

. e e~

To the Board of Revenue.
both the dust, assuming it to be an’

port-duty as is/
cstly como under tho head

SE————
W—

e

e e

. C : ‘ Exd, F, R. Bantleman.
10n, the Board draw attention to the absenco of legal sanetion . ‘
ds for the ¢ i

ing to the legislaturo- on the subject. Tho

T ‘ t to this
: to Supreme Govemmeq tot
. r. call .the a‘ttentx\qm of the isions
Grcwemfment Wl'l:)’tli?:ﬁzeréport of the Col. sctor of Se:jt Cus;ozrlll.s' GToger:ant be
point after recel 1863 might in the opimon (4] € .
i 3 VI- Of !
of Section 229, Act

extended with propriety to Land Customs.

(True Eztract,) | o
| (Signed) R A DALYELL,
Acting Secretary o ‘({qver@ment.
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