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“ o Proceedings of the Madras Government, Revenue Department, -
i o ' - 3rd June 1870. ‘
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g z 'No. 35. Read the following Procoedings of the 'Bo'ard;»o}f Revén’ug dated Oth
-1 . “ April 1870, No. 2,407 :— - ‘
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tead tho following letter from the Acting Collector of Coimbatore, to the Acting
Secretary to the Board of Revenue, dated Matoopolliem, 1st March 1870,
No. 45, . ‘ :

ADVERTISG to the Board’s Proccedings of the 19th ultimo, No. 1,151, on
Messrs. DeVecchj and Pater’s proposals regarding the extension and iimprovement
of silk-culture in this district, I have the honour to request that if the Board sec -
‘no objection, the porlxxiésion of Government may be obtained for my visiting the
factory established by those gentlemen at Qossoor. I propose to proceed to Collegal
in June, and tho practical information on the subject I should be able to acquire
at the factory would, I think, enablo me to carry out the objects in view ina
more satisfactory mannerthan if I'went amongst the silk-growing ryots of that talook,

. unacquainted with the details of their occupation. I do not anticipate being
absent from my district more than a week or ten days, during which time I could
- make arrangements for the current work being carricd on.
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2. On a re-perusal of Messrs. DeVecehj and Pater’s letter, dated 5th ultimo,
paragraph 13, it occurs to mo that if the Government give an early assent- to their
Voo proposals, they will be in receipt of their consignment of Japanese secd just about
tho time I propose to visit the Collegal Talook. in which case it would perhaps bo
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“7 better for me to pick up the information I want at their Madoor factory. Itis 1ong‘
gince I travelled in that part of the country, but to the best of my rccollection

Madoor is only 40 miles from Collezal, and I might myself take charge of the new
sced, and personally superintend its distribution. ‘!
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3. It is, I ﬂlillk, most desirable that this esperiment, which has in it
‘ R apparcntly all the clements of suceess, should be fairly tested, but this I know {from
. experience cannot be anticipated, unless it is conducted under European supervision
backed by Government authority. To entrust it to the Native revenuc-officials
/ - would simply be throwing moncy away, and if anything is to come of it, Tam of
opinion that an officer should be specially appointed for the purpose. The object
in view, I apprchend, embraces a far larger ficld than the mere improvement of the
* breed of worms in the talooks of Collegal and Qossoor; its scope being, Iimagiue
y to test the practicability of making this Presidency a main sourco of supply ot? th;
K t “raw material to the European markets. We have the opinion of a gentleman
hY : practically aequainted with the subject, who, under a Special Commission from tho
g " Italian Government, has visited almost all tho silk-producing districts of the world,
thatin this Presidency there are large tracts of country eminently suited to the
rearving of the silk worm, and that for this purposc the highlands of Southern India
up to an clevation of 3,500."fect are for cquality of climate, suitability of soil, and
choap_ncss of labour, uncqualled. :leis opinion, coming as it dpcs from a person
in every way qualified to judge, and coupléd with the action recently taken in tho
2 dircetion of India by the Silk Supply Association of England, would scem to indi-
: “eate that if the Government are prepared to give the nccessary impetus to the
,{ movement, a wide field of industry 'is about to be opened to the people of this .
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countrj', the profits of which, if those
entitled to credence, far exceed tho

"~ 4. Now if the scope of this movement is gg extensive as I apprehend it to be,
itis clear that the object in view cannot bo attained by the spasmodic efforts on one

_or two already over-worked Collectors. I am most anxious, on public grounds,
that such an addition should be made to the wealth of the ¢

have a personal interest in the success of the experiment; Lut without neglecting

- my other datiey, I cannot, even within the limited field of this district, give the

- subject the attention which.it deserves, and without which all efforts toc

a sucedssful issuo must prove abortive,

- hot contribute as much cotto
it was considered advisable
the deficiency, and to devis
sary in the case of cotton, s

time immemor

so of any other known product.

-When the ery was rajsed that India did
1 as she was capable of doing to the markets of Europe,
to appoint a special officer to investigate the causes of
¢ measures for supplying the sameo,
till more is it required for silk
ial, been one of the stap

. The former has, from
in a few isolated tracts, will I,

le crops of tlie country ; the latter, except

1 ave to be fostered asg gn cxotie, and the people
mstructed, and af fipst €ncouraged, in its culture, Thatitis a branch of industry
peculiarly suited t6 the natives of thig country ‘

Labits and disposition(canv‘doubt; and it has this advantage oy
other speeial products, that it will not, to the same cxt
absorb tho lubour required for, raising the food.gr

S=ananvine thc;wm:ms.ﬁml;.:nlz'zbf uie shk Vwoury® afra’

occupation to the wives and families of the ryots,

ment could not confer o greater hoon oy
this Presidency than by taking a stro

er the cultivation of

ains of the country, whilst
& Prolitable atid “eongenial
Tam convinced that the Govern-
a large section’ of {h labouring poor of

. . g initiative in the development of this
rmportant industry ;. fu (and I am sure the Board wij] agree with me) if the

¢ movementis to bea comprehensive One—one caleulated to bring to lioht o hitherto
,‘ only partially developed Source of nationg] wealth—suecegs c:n onltjy be attained
thr.o?gh the medium of' a special agonéy. To bring about the results whicl the
opmion of competent judges lead us to’expeet, and whig, experience of what has
been actually done i this direction in Some parts of the countrj’ Ieaves little room
Jor doubt ‘may be generally arriveq at, will require undivided attention ; and
although it is not within the SCope of this letter tq Point out what would b’c the
duties Qf an officer Who 1nay be specially appointed to conduct the experiment foa
successful issue, I venture tq submit that, with o1y defercnco to the B‘olard’s opinion
cxpressed in paragraph 8 of their report to Government itmay be found necessary
in parts of the“country‘which are suited to th Ol’cratic’ms but where qi’lk-culiuruc‘
has hitherto Leen untried, to establish on 5 small scale 5 I;roedinf; CStf;blishmem .
~and perhaps a filature under the direct management of Governm:nt The Oijcf’i

of this" would be simply to give an impetus to the
' ‘ ' moy . L
ple what could be done, Goy , - ement, and to show tho
peopie wha »done, Government agency bemg graduany withdrawn as thev
}‘?3‘1;0(11 to Iap(f.rcuatc the :id\:alnfages heéd(,iout to their 81asp.  Tho disfavour witl,
~wihich the Indian raw mg erial is regarded in the home marlns. « Do |
incquality of the silk thyo d caused by defeofic : arkets is owing to tho
Knranons wog o tiread causod by defectivo rogljpng, ag the suporiority, of the
Yuropean method was Hlustrated to me by Me, Dchccllj by comparine some silk
recled at Lis factory from Collegal cocoons With some [ Lag brought from the talook

ho speak from_their own knowledre are

the country, and indirectly I

arry it to’

If this was*neces- R

N0 one acquainted with thioir

ent, usurp the place of, nor
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“limited to a single district.

( : e or six days. he con
- opcupy more than five o ) e : et i
* would not be advisablo to import healthy sced of this worm in view to

: ) ‘ , _ o
‘ '1’5'Oceedir;g$ of the Madras  Government, Revenue Departmen "
' - "\ 3rd June 1870,
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with me, and his wish is, I belicve, to get the ryots to sell the cocoons to him for

i i 7 do Yy 1d lose quite half his profits,
recling.  But if this was universally done, the ryot wou 1

i i seti ottage Reeling
and it is in view to the introduction of simple and effective Cottag g

en i t ' filature
Machines, and the instruction of women in the art, that I would advocate a fi
s 3t .

] S F v -c av be cstablist ed.
| emg atta(:h(:d to an y (}()V(!I'H“l(}llt llk u-"_Ct()I'S’ W hich m Y st 181
o

: al ' what, Inm
5. I have endeavoured to show that the success or fdlll'l:'e 1()){'i v en,t rustcg
. . i ir its ben
opinion, is a very important measure, will depeu_dt erz‘-cuely ;)115 s be ;; cntrasted
‘ ive it hi ivided attention, a ge is
Lo can give it his undivide ‘ :

it fo o o ; If it is pitch-forked on to Collectors al-ong Wllﬂ;
i ; anticipate tha

Bochmeria Nivea, Sydney Maize, and Carolina paddy, I cannot but anticip

\ ash in the pan.
-t will end in a fow formal reports and returns and a flash in the j

i 1 the

6. In conclusion, I would ask the attention of the Boarfi, w1thfrefc'rencls?3 ;:g txo
ucstion of improving the breed of silk worms by‘lmportatxon of }?feli?& Cken; y
3 very practical letter on the subject of silk-culturein Dharwar from Mr. )

- the Superintendent of the Dharwar Jail, to the Times of India, which has been

' , , 70.
e-published at page 187 of T%e Tudian Leonomist, E]ated January ‘11.0, ltleed
;‘r(I))m this it would l?Lppc:n' that they have in that district a healthy acclima

3 o f
worm, yiclding silk at the rate of nearly 9 Ibs. per 100 1bs. of cocoons, the value o
b (o]

in thi 7. Mr. Mackenzie
which was last year nearly Rupees 8 per 1b., or 16s. in tlus.cou]ntr? My doo‘: e
! . - b
75 that the transmission. of eggs is casily effected, if the JOI:I‘DGY )
o o ot e : lv Mr. DeVecchj might he consulted whethoer it

cross with the Japanesc breed.

‘ b with . ird’ dings, dated 19th
StemTrep to Government with reference to Board’s Procee gs,

_ February 1870, No. 1,151,

2. In this letter Mr. Sullivan, anticipating the early assent of Govcrnme'nt
to the‘pfoposals submitted in the above Proceedings, roqu.csts that the permis-
sion of Government may be obtained for his visiting the 111l Factory of Messrs,.

j > ssoor, with a view to acquirine practical information on
DeVeeehj and Pater at Oossoor, q g

i ‘ ; i i silk ccted
the subject of silk-culturo preparatory to tho introduction of the new silk expec

” by those gentlemen into the Collegal Talook of the Coimbatoro District, Mr,
by $

. S 1 sent from his district more than a weck or ten
Sullivan does not anthlpat(? b'u”g absen 1, to be able to take charee of the new
Jayq aud expects, if permission be granted, to be a 8

~y

i SO1 1 its disiribution,
“silk and personally superintend .

3. The Board cordially support Mr. Sullivan’s application for leave to absent

s 1.f from his district for the above-named purpose iul:‘:} period not exceeding

1“1“(510 m’l‘hoy would suggest that Mr, Sullivan should visit the factory of Messrs,
ten days. Yy oo

s s Banealor at at Qossoor being only a branch on a
‘DeVecchj at Kuigherry ncar Bangalore, that a g

comparail C 3 L £rl

T th ’ ' 1 1 al T 10 I’ ill CO)nlnu!lica ioxl
) i 1 n ¢ 0 NCw Sllk. lnt() the CO] l()b”dl ld O t
1)0 SOn C llntro(thth Ut Lh .

ith Messrs. DeVeeehj, and: anticipate great advantage from the personal interest.
with Messrs. Chj, : 3 crom b
which Mr. Sullivan evidently takes in the. success of the experiment,

S~ e : rarraphs | 5 of his letter to discuss the
4. Mr. Zullivan proceeds in paragraphis 3, 4, and 5 of his

ion of i stion of silk-culture generally iuto the distticts of Southern.
- question’of the introduction of silk-culture generally |

.
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from

-war country a healthy worm which
attention of Messrs. DeVeechj will b

-be requested to favour the Board with their views
€ggs from Dharwar, with a view

| that Mr. Sullivan should be pérmitted to g
“days for the purpose of visitin

lic beable to obtain the

. 5, the Accountant-General.

Exd T, R, Bantloman,

A e AU rr—————t—— cmeea

- Proceedings of the Madras Government, Revenue Department,
7 3rd June 1870.

“India, and ufges the necessity of the appointment of a special ageney to f?ster t.ho
;sl)réad of this form of industry amongst the people.  While fully agreeing with
the Collector as to the importance of the subject, and commending his remarks to
) the consideration of Government, the Board are not prepared to recommend any

Jdmmediate steps in-this dircetion until the result of the measurcs already recom-
“mended is known.

5. In the concluding paragraph of his letter Mr. Sullivan refers to a Ictt'cr
the Superinténdent of the Dharwar J ail, published in The Tadian Eeonomisé

“of 10th January 1870, in which that officer details his experiments in silk-culture
-with the aid of convict labour at Dharwar,

<

6. It would appe:ﬁ from Mr, Mackenzio’s letter that there existsin the Dhar:
produces good silk in large quantitics. The
¢ drawn to this communication, and they will

s as to the advisability of procuring
to experiment in some of the Madras Districts.

No. 36. OzpEr THEREON, 3rd June 1870, No. 810.
Miscell ' Tuc Right Honourable the Gover-
S | recTancous. : nor in Council has perused Mr, Sulli-

th much interest,
3]

2. Ilis Lordship in Cpuncil readily ass ints to the Board’s recommendation

bsint himself from his district for ten
g Messrs. D Vicehj & Co.’s. factories. 1c also
cure some tges from the Dharwar Jail, should
m; and would suggest that the industry might be eventually

introduced as a branch of employment for the female convicts at the Coimbatoro
Jail, should Mr. Grimes deem it advisable,

authorizes Mr. Sullivan to pro

| - (True Extract.) _
(Signed)  R. A. DALYELL,

Acting Secrelary to Government.

To the Board of Revenue.
»» the Judicial Department,
»» the Collcetor of Coimbatore.

o : “vew's lotter, which the Board of Revermtio - -
submit with the foregoing Proccedings, wi

o o
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