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Chief Justice and Mr. Justice Collett, when I appez}red, as instructed, in support of

even taken by themselves, it would have been difficult to construe the words * for ' 1

_other Notices, issued on the same date, made such a construction the only possible

ment, the appellants could not be convicted of making false statements befere him, 2
" and the convictions were quashed accordingly.
. 8. - In conscquenco of this decision, if it is still thought desirable that Tahsil- ‘t
dars should exercise the full powers of a Collector under the Act, with the excep- F
tion of the power of instituting prosccutions, it will be necessary to cancel the B
Notice in question and issue another, omitting the words “ for the purpose of making
asscssments under the Act”,  There is a slight inaccuracy also in the latter part ) 3

' appeals from orders made upon petitions of objections. Perhaps, the Dbest way

 following limits the powers of Sub-Mag_istrates in charge of Zemindaries, as the ono

. of Zemindaries, [ am not in a position to judge. I can only direct the attention
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Proceedings of tlz;’_ Madras Government, Revenue Department,
. 14th May 1870. :

No. 175. . Read the following letter from J. W. HANDLLEY, Esq., Government
Pleader, Madras, to the Acting Secretary to Government, Revenue Depart-
ment, Fort Saint George, dated 15th March 1870, No. 21 :—

Wita reference to the Proceedings of Government, Revenue Department,

' noted in the margin, I have the honour
| : to report that the Criminal Regular
Appeal therein referred to came on for hearing on the 11th instant before the

Dated 15th February 1870, Nos. 143, 144.

the convictions, =+ . )

2. The Court held that the legal objection taken by the Appellant’s Counsel :
was fatal to the convictions ; that the Court was bound to give to the words of the 4
Notification in the Gazetle of the 13th April 1869 their natural construction ; that

the purpose of making assessments under the Act” in any other way than as -
limiting the powers intended to be conferred upon Tahsildars to the primary

assossment under Scetions 14 to 16 ; and that the difference in the wording of the

one. The Tahsildar therefore having no power to hear petitions against his assess- -

" of the same Notice as it now stands; it vests Sub-Collectors, ead Assistants, ete.,

with the powers of a Commissioner of Revenue ‘ for the purpose of trying objcc-
tions to assessments made b'y Tahsildars”. Btrictly speaking, the power of a
Commissioner under the Act is not to try objcctions to assessments, but to try

to word this part of the Notice would be ¢ for the purpose of trying appcals from '
orders made by Tahsildars under Section 20 of the Act”. ~ The same remarks
apply to the similar words 1n the Notice immediately preceding the one in question. ) - F

4. U.pbn‘t‘-le construction adopted byﬁ_“le ITigh Court the Notice immediat.cly'

in qﬁcStion does those of Tahsildars.

5. With reference to this subject Imay observe that the Act, by making the
immediate payment of the amount of the assessment on condition precedent to an {
appeal (Scction 21), practically puts enormous and almost irresponsible power into
the hands of the person empowered to make assessmentsand dispose of objections ]
to them. Whether any evil is likely to result from so extensive a power being
entrusted to persons in the position of Tahsildars and Sub-Magistrates in charge

of 1lis Excellency in Council to the peint,
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Proceedings of the Madras Government, ¢

ceenue Department,
14tk May 1870,

No. 176. OzpEr THEREON, 141h May 1870, N

o, 707.
- Revisep Notifi
) 11 . :

liscellaneoug issued under Act
‘published in th

Guzetts of May 314,

cations have been
XVI. of 1870, and

aragraph 5 of Lis lctter
(True Extract.)

(Signed) p. 4. DALYELL,
Aeting Secretary to Goyernment,

To the Government Ploador,
» the Board of Revenu,,

. Exd, F, R, Bactleman
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