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Proceedings of the Madras Government, Revenue Department,
1st February 18€9. /

eedings of the Government of

No. 12. . Read the following Extract from the Proc
under date the 11th January

India, in the Home Department, (Public),
. 1869, No. 150 :—

RESOLUTION.

The Governor General in Council having had under consideration the
measures which could be best adopted at the present time for the purpose of contri-
buting as far as is practicable to the reduction of the price of grainin the Upper
Provinces of India, has resolved to arrange with the Railway Companies for the
lowering of the rates of transport for all food grains, flour, and meal, within the
districts affected by the late drought, the diffcrence between the reduced rates, and

the rates now charged by the Companies, being made good by the Government to

2. The present rates on the East Indian Railway for the transport of grain
are quarter of a pie per maund, per mile, for quantities not Iess than 140 maunds,
and for distances not less than 300 miles ; for still larger (quantities the rate is

somewhat lower, - For smaller qua
per meund, per mile.” The Governor General in Council d

within the districts referred to above, to an uniform rate of onc-eighth of a pie

for all quantities and all distances. . It is reckoned that such

per maund, per mile,
-er the actual cost

s rate will nearly cov . LETe it ey 2
ments to induce the Government to decide that the charge should not be reduced

bolow the necessary expense for the cheapest possible

1

esires to reduce the rate,

in any important degree
transport.

3. The consider

;o Council also leads him to t
objection to the measure proposed, excepting that, in the event of a failure of the

next rainy season, the available supply of food for the country will have been
reduced by the increased consumption, which has been permitted by whatever
lowering of prices takes place in consequence of the reduced cost of transport.
But this reason does not seem to the Government of India to be of present practi-
cal importance. The alteration of the Railway rates may also for a short time
produce some little disturbance in the grain trade, but it is believed that the
general and almost immediate result must be to equalize prices over increased
areas, and to facilitate the introduction of grain into the districts affected by the

drought, from places w
bute any addition to the stock of food. ) .

4. Tt is evidently not possible for the reduction of the rates of transport to
<timulate exports excepting from districts where prices are lower to those where
they are higher ; and there is, therefore, no fear that places already suffering from
reduced supplies will be injuriously affected by the measure, excepting so far as it
tends to equalize prices and the supplies of grain over a large area,—a result
which, in the nature of the case, must be aimed at. The effect of what is now
proposed will be to free the grain trade generally from a part of the restrictions
which are necessarily placed upon it by the heavy cost of transport. '

ation which has been given to this subject by His Excellency

ntities or distancecs the rate is one-third of a pic ¢

of the transport, and there are many argu-

hich, with existing charges, could not be expected to contri- -
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Proceedings of the Madras Government, Revenue Department,
: st February 1869.

2. It is not easy for the Government of India to estimate the extent to the-
 relief which this measure ig likel

‘Provinees, or the cdrresponding burthen it will place on the State.
“half of the year 1866, when Low.
- Railway carried about 2} milli
» grain.  If a like quantity of graj

Y to give to the suffering population of the Upper
In the last
er Bengal was in great difficulty, the East Indian
ons of maunds or something over 80,000 tons of
2 'were put in motion in the coming six months,

+ and if the average distance of transport be reckoned at 300 miles, the charge to bo
" borne by the Government might be reckoned at about six lakhs of Rupees. -

~ be given to the resolution now come to, that the re

considers that immediate effect should
ductions of rates should be
all circumstances, and that

- 6." The Governor General in Council

declared to have effect till the 15th March 1869 under

~ one month’s notice should be given before the old rates are resumed,

* despatched upwards from stations in Bengal below
stations above it,

7. The reduced rates would be charged on all food grains, flour, or meal

Bhagulpoor, to Bhagulpoor or
From Bhagulpoor to Allahabad all despatches of grain, &e.,
upwards, would be charged at the reduced rates. Onthe J ubbulpore Hne and from

. Allahabad to Delhi, the redueed rates would be charged on all des

. The same would apply to the Punjab Railway.

- Returns-ef grain Aospatehod frean oll

rates would apply to grain, &e., going to Cawnpore, or stations beyond it on the
East Indian Railway.

8. The several Railway Companies should be requested to furnish weckly

" rents, regarding which, scparate orders will be given,

. quantities of grain being brought to tle Railway Stations
- on the reduction of the tariff, and the traffic arrangements g

“kept in mind from the outset, the risk of failure should be ca

"Bengal, the North-Western Provinces, and Puanjab ;
~on the resolutions wlich it adopts on the subject. If it shou]

ency of dealing with the rates for the transport of grain by

9. Special attention should at once be directed to the possibility of increased

for despateh consequent
hould be very carefully
If this point is clearly
sily guarded against.

0 consider the expedi-

watched to prevent any disorganization in case of pressure.

10. The Bombay Government should be requested ¢

Excellency the Governor of Bombay in Counei] th

Also to the Financial and Foreign Dep

L]

arfmcnts fbr information, L
Also to the Governments of Bombay,

B?Dé‘a], the North-Western Provineer

Sem kb e e e S e . . . PR

statians undep the above arrangement, to the .
- Secretary of the Board of Revenue, Allahabad, for publication, with the Price Cur-

the Indus Flotilla from
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Proceeding: ’of the Madras G overnment, Revenue Depariment,
) P lst February 1869.
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and Punjab ; and the Chief Commissioners of Oude and the 'Cent.z:fl Pr(;\{rgzzes, for
information and guidance, and to the Government of Madras for inform .

! (True Extract.)
| (Signed) E. C. BAYLEY, ‘
Secretary to the Government of India.

4

No. 13 Oeper THEREON, Ist February 1869, No. 270.

Miscellaneous ! Communicated to the Board of Reve;nue.
JSL18CE1HE .

True Extract.) ' .
( (Signed) R. A. DALYELL,

| Acting Secretary to Government.
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T Extract from the Proceedings of the Government of India, in the ITsine Department . } e ' o e oo L
(Public), under date the [/ January 1369, S L L S

RESOLUTION. - , i _ . N T LT T
Toe Governor General in Council ‘having had under considera- - B o e T S
tion the measures which could be best adopted at the present time ' . L : S . . ST T e T T L
for the purpose of contributing as far as is practicable to the reduc- S o e R T e
tion of the price of grain in the Upper Provinces of India, has - o . O T o
resolved to arrange with the Railway Companies for the lowering of . ) R T R
the rates of transport for all food grains, flour, and meal, within the N S - F ST T e
districts affected by the late drought, the difference between the ' o e L T e N , R
reduced rates, and the rates now charged by the Companies, being e I R
made good by the Government to the Companies. _ D, T A
2. The present rates on the East Indian Railway for the trans. T S o N
port of grain are quarter of a pie per maund per mile for quantities N R LT D SR -
not less than 140 maunds, and for distances not less than 300 : S R oL e LI P A
miles ; for still larger quantities the rate 1is somewhat lower. _— Ce s I Ll T e i
For smaller - quantities or distances the rate is one-third of B T N P S
a pie per maund per mile. The Governor General in Council - . A ST e e e T L T S
desires to reduce the rate, within the districts referred to above, S e T e T T T e LS s T T
. to an uniform rate of one-eichth of a pie per maund per mile, : - T B R
for all quantities and all distances. 1t 1is reckoned that such 4 rate L T S e
will nearly cover the actual cost of the transport, and there are - T UL S DA C T
many arguments to induce the Government to decide that the oo T ST PR
charge should not be reduced in any important degree below the ol T T P L T SO
necessary expense for the cheapest possible transport. x Sl S e R e s
3. .The consideration which has been given to this subjest by . S AP R R S S Lo AL
ITis Excellency in Council also leads him to the conclusion that o , S S N S S
there is no apparent economical ohjection to the measure proposed, . S R TR U NN “ S
e T - excepting that, in the event of a failure of the next rainy season, the . N A N PR A R S g
available supply of food for the country will have been reduced by - ) b LT e T T T S e L T T e
the increased consumption, which has been permitted by whatever S T T S N S
lowering of prices takes place in consequence of the reduced cost of . L e A S ST LN T e
transport. But this reason does not seem to the Government of R B P O L S R
India to be of present practical importance. The alteration of the S e T TN Tl L IS S
Railway rates may also for a short time produce some little disturh- e s T e T T e e T T e T e T T
ance in the graia trade, but it is believed that the general and S T S P S L
almost immediate result must be to equalize prices over increased ST T e L T BT e e e 1
areas, and to facilitate the introduction of grain into the districts e T e e T L e L e T
affected by the drought, from places which, with existing charges, S G O ST e T e T
could not be expected tq contribute any addition to the stock of food. T T A S S,
4. It isevidently not possible for the reduction of the rates of
transport to stimulate exports excepting from districts where prices
are lower to those where they are higher; and there is, therefore,
no fear that places already suffering from reduced supplies will be C ‘
injuriously affected by the measure, excepting so far as it tends to ST e e e T T T
equalize prices and the supplics of grain over a large arca,—a result Cel IR S AR
N Y whicl, in the nature of the case, ny¥st be aimed at. The effect of . ol T e e T T R e
’ what is now proposed will be to free the grain trade generally from a | IR A AT P R
o oo e o —par of - the-rostrictions which are-nocessarily-pluced-upon it by the .. .. . wviceinec - LS DA SRR AR
cayy cost of transport. AR R T B -
Y, e 5. It is not easy for the Government of India to estimate the ' : P S e A
\ . extent of thd relief which this measure is likely to give to the i T S L PV
suffertng population of the Upper Provinces, or the corresponding T T
burthen it will place on the State. In the last half of the year L R M A A SR e
L 1363, when- Lower DBenzal wassn great difficulty, the Last Indian T T T T T T e
f° Railway carried aboat™2} millions of mwunds or something over - B R O N T S
80,000 toas of grain. It a liks quntity of grain were put in : el e T e A T e T
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ion in the coming six months, and if the average distance of N
ﬂ:;]:p%r; be reckoned at 300 miles, the charge to be borne by the )
Government might be reckored atabout six lakhs of rupees.

6. The Governor General in Council considers that immediate — ~
effect should be given to the resolution now come to, that the rel; .
ductions of rates should be declared to have effect till the 15t AN

March 1869 under all circumstances, and that one month’s n(;tlce
should be given before the old rates are resumed. ‘m

7. The reduced rates would be charged on ‘all food graths,
flour, or meal despatched upwards from stations 1in Bengal lielow
Bhagulpoor, to Bhagulpoor or stations above it. From Bhagu p_ooi'
to Allahabad all despatches of grain, &ec. upwards, would be charze(d
at the reduced rates.--On the Jubbulpore line and “from Allababa
to Delhi, the reduced rates would he charged on all despatches up or
down, The same would apply to the Punjab Railway. On the Oude
line the reduced rates would apply to grain, &e., going to Cawnpore,
or stations beyond it on the East Indian Railway.

8. The several Railway Companies should be regucsted to fur-
nish weekly returns of grain despatched from all stations under the
above arrangement, to the Secretary of the Board of Revenue, Alla-
bad, for publication, with the price currents regarding which separate
orders will be given. -

9. Specialattention should at once be directed to the possibi-
lity of increased quantities of grain being hrought to the Railway
Stations for'despatch consequent on the reduction of the tariff, and
the traffic arrangements should be very carcfully watched to prevent
any disorganization in case of pressure  If this point is c!early kept
in mind from the outset, the risk of failure should be easily guarded
against,

10. The Bombay Government should be requested to- consider
the expediency of dealinz with’ the rates for the transport of

—..grain_by the Indus Flotilla from Sindh towards the Punjab, in

the same manner as is'proposed Tor the Railways in Bengal, the
North-Western Provinces, and Punjab; and to take immediate ac-
tion on the resolutions which it adopts on the subject. Ifit should
further appear to Ilis Excellency the Governor of Bombay in Council
that the adoption of like ricasures ou ecither of the Railways travers-
ing the .Bombay Presidency is likely to give relief to districts now
suffering seriously from a deficient stock of grain, ‘by stimulating
1mportation from localities where the supply is abundant, Iis Excel-

lency is requested to use his discretion in issuing the necessary
orders forthwith, '

[ J
QRDPRED, that copies of this Resolution be _forwar'dgad to' the
Public Works Department for the issue of the further requisite orders
n the Railway Department.

Also to the Financial and Foreign Dcpartments for information.

Also to the Governments of Bombay, Bengal, the Nor.th-“ esterz ‘
rovinces and Punjab; angd the Chief'COmmgi“"“ioners ey e
the Central Provinces for information and guidance, and to-the
Government of Madras for information, T | ﬂ

(True Extract.

'\.-)_. -

-
C.————_-"_/—'. .
Secy. to the G’oc%f India.

,\’i / - ,"/ 7 .
e o — [‘ == 4»'/{_;' //t-“..,
{ -

Y e o

B s




	Copy_of_Image00009
	Copy_of_Image00010
	Copy_of_Image00011
	Copy_of_Image00012
	Copy_of_Image00013
	Copy_of_Image00014
	Copy_of_Image00015

