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N.or 520, S Read the followmfr letter from the‘Honorary Secretary, Ao'rl-Hortl- .‘:\:A;V i
cultural Society, to the, Seeretary to Government, Revenue*Department' X
Fort St. George, dated ’\Iadra," 4 Ith Deeember 1868 No. 515 :— -'

| 1 have the honor, by desu'e of ‘the Commlttee of the Agrl-Hortleultmal‘ ‘
Sooletv, to submlt the following for the consrderatrbn of Government R

4

B IR S L I e *

el  For more than'a quarter of a cultury ‘the' Socmty has been oarry ing ‘on St :
its operatrons and during that time has been the. means: of introducing a ]arwe =
number of useful and ornamental plants, effecting many 1mprovements in garden-.'? §
ing, addm" toand i unprovmg the food supphes of the: people throwing ‘much ho-ht R
on mdmenous vegetable productsy useful in ‘the arts; mtroducmg and testing new
var ietics of cotton; and brmglng to notrce Varlous exotms of great economlcal value. ©
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R Perhaps its greatest work however ‘has -been’ the estabhshment of a
Botamcal Garden, which contains a collectron of” tropmo,l plants unsurpassed
etcept by that of the laroroly endowed Imper1a1 Garden in Calcutta. The selentrﬁe T B
‘and. practlcal value of such institutions is so fully recoo'msed that nea,rly every R
fle Colony under the British rule, however ummportant has its Botanical Garden '
S S = supportod by Government. In this country, guch a rrarden is eqpecmﬂy nceded,
| ~the European residents being mostly in Government employ or in business, and

havmrr neither the means nor time, whxle the agricultural classes of the natives )

are too wnorant and apathntrc to unﬂertake the culture of new plantq or try tof .

1mprove these in the1r posqessmn. ‘At present too ‘the mﬂux into our hill ranges of

~ Europeans, - .anxious to ertend the- prorluetrve resources of these tracts, and the .
 introduction of arboriculture into nearly every. Collectorate, 1endcr it necessary to - .

_ have such an institution at the Presrdency, to “afford the’ necessary information and -

asmstance 'lhe Committee would also pomt out its value asa means of teachln" Sy

| practrcal Botany to the Students in the Medwal Colleoe, and they believe it would R
AR - be nnpossrble to conduct the class satmfactorﬂy w1thout the garden.‘ Indeed the
B LA Govornment have long praetlcally recoo'msed its’ 1mportance, by frequently asking ~ -
SN | for mformatmn and assistance, which’ the Commlttee are alwa}s happy to aﬂoxd
| B and by a grant of 250 Rupees per mensem. RSN ' , o
s " 4. The funds of the Society consrst of the subscmptrons of ‘\Iemberq, proﬁts &

o on sale of seeds and plants, and the Governmont grant just mentioned.” - The. first

" and second of these, it need hardly bo said, form a somewhat ﬂuctuatmw portion

"~ of the income, and but for the last and the gmtmtous services of Office bearerson. - :
the Comnuttee, the Socrety must long ago have ceased to exist in its presmt cha- -
"/ racter. Of late years, too, the general workmg expenses of the garden &e., have

" inercased so much, that the Committee now feel that the operatlons of the Sometv _ -
N ‘must be generallv curtaﬂcd "6 dobt mcurred At present, ‘a considerable suin is - 0
(5 =" Que to the Agents of the Society, and althouo‘h the Committee hope to repay- ilm ST
o by economy and recovery of. outstandnm debts, they feel that they cannot now ER (
carry on the wo ork of the Somet) and mamtam ‘its high character as they would =" - 0 o
wish; and that cre long it may be necessary to permlt the garden to detrenerate ST £
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into a mere nursery under a native gardenor. A R S
| ; o . 5 The Committee are : persuaded that the eustence of the Soclety inan "
| R eﬂrcrent state, is of sufficient nnportance to the country to render 1t mcumbeut on
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Ny {: Government to do all in thelr power to avert such a result as that mdlcated ‘above.. y .o 1 A
KRS e | ¢ In other parts of Indla, the neccss1ty of Govcrnment supportmw smular 1nst1tut10 ns i g . R - > ! " )
Cooy Y . . s N : w .. d_- ., ‘ R : >
SR ; “has been fully 1ecogn1zod the Afrn-IIortlcuItural Socmty in the PunJab for mstance, - : T - . %
SR 1 3 “ v d } o e T e » L
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