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Proceedings of the Madras Government, Revenue Department,

30th April 1877 .

Famine Relief,

No. T12-A, Read the following Proceedings of the Board of Revenue, dated
12th April 1877 -

Read the following leiter from J. H. MASTER, Esxq., Collector of Bellary, to
H. E. STOKES, Esq., Secretary to the Board of Revenns, dated Siva
ram, 26th March 1877, No, 226. :

REFERRING to paragraph 6 of G.O., No. 329, dated 31st Jannary, and in con-
tinvation of my letter, No. 201, dated the 19th instaxt, I have the honor to state
that the report of the Sub-Collector is again to the effect that ¢ no change for the
worse in the condition of the relief coolies, apparently attributable to the reduction
of wages, has yet beén observed.”
<. The Deputy Collector of the Anantapore Division reports that there has

&y

|
I

been no change either,
3. I beg, however, to forward copy of a letter, No. 30, dated the 20th instant,

), - -

from Me. M:-.umrngm;, Agent to the Rujzsh of Sundoor, who takes a different view

J

He says he cannot help being conviuced that the reduction of

o1 the subject. )

wages has been productive of evil consequences
4. The other reports due are not yet come to hand, but as the last quoted

letter is important, I send it on without delay.

1
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Frem J. MACARTNEY, Esq., Agent to the Rajah of Sundoer, to J. H. MASTER, Esq.,
Collector of Bellary, dated Beederhally, 20tk March 1877, No. 30.

Wirn reference to G.0., No. 757. dated 1lat instant, copy of which was forwarded to me
with your endorsement of the 8th idem, I have the honor te inform you that my atfention has
been directed, both last week  and thig, to the points indicated thersin, and that I have now no
hesitation in expressing my conviction that the reduced scale of wages is slowly but surely
deteriorating the power and physical condition gonerally of many of the laborers under my
charge,

2. The late somewhat fatal outbreak of sicknoss attributed to Asiatic cholera, and so registerad,
I am strongly inclined to think, was tiot wholly nor even mainly such, and that the following
cauges aro sufficient to account for most of the cases and the symptoms observed, to wit, general
debility, enfeebled digestive powers, incapable of assimilating food, the drinking profusely of water
after eating in order to give s feeling of satiety, and exposure under such conditions to chills
during the night. Sickness has largely diminished since the nights have become higher in tempe-
ratare.  What rather confirms me in the above view of the cace is, the fact that though several,
who consequently died, were carried to their respective villages, yet there was no gpread of
illnces there, as asually happens when cholerais introduced. » This sickness was almost, if not
wholly, confined to the laborers on the relief-works. Of course, I may be mistaken in the
inference which I have drawn, bat I feel it to be my duty to express exactly what I think, so
’lng a8 I am conseions that my Opinions are not nf .fli;_:r_-n_ii}' formed.

3. 1 do not believe that one pound of inferior grain is sufficient to preserve a working man
in vigour, nor thut it amounts to any thing like what he consumes daily in ordinary times, I
know that it is quite common in this part of the country fora strong healthy man in fall work to
eat within 24 hours one full seer of cholum, and in not & fow instances even a Rajah’s ‘seer.
which is equal o one and a quarter of the Bellary measure, and that, too, of much better quality
than ean be now procured. Nor neéd this be wondered at on the ground of cost, when it is remem-

bered that in ave 3ge years grain is 300 per cent, cheaper, and wages exactly a half more than

~—7=16-70.
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