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Famine Relief. ' o
No 663,  Read the following letter from J. G. HORSFALL, Esq, Acting ..
4. Collectorof South Aveot, to J. H. GARSTIN, Bj ., Additional Seeretary
|4 Government, Revenue Departnlent, Fort St. eorge, dated Cuddalore,
: ' 13th April 1B77, No, 85:— AR 2 e e M 1
Wit reference to your circular of the 80th January, calling upon me fo
institute careful inquiries as to the supply of drinking water in the district, [ have .
the honor to report that, with the exception of comparatively few villages in which 0
scarcity is already experienced, there is no likelihood of a failure ptAualing
water in the district generally should raih fall within the next two months. Ag:E
| present water is obtained from the beds of rivers, spring channels and wells, tanks

‘and ponds having dried up for the most part throughout the entire distriet.

9. In the Chedambram' Taluq the Coleroon, Vellar, and river channels

_supply water, and no scarcity is anticipated except in the Bhuvanagiri Division,

where it is stated the present supply will not last for more than two months should

tlie rivers not be in fresh.  In the Trikalore Tahiq also the rivers Pennar, Malattar,
‘and Gadilam supply water to the villages on theirbanks, and in only two villages

is positive searcity reported.  In the Cuddalore 'I‘Anq there are the Gadilam and -

Pennar rivers, as well as the Peramal tank, which now hold nearly two months’

supply.  The tract to the south-west of the taluq, however, is gaid to have mok ..
| wmore than a two months’ supply inthe ponds, and presire will be felt here should:

rain not fall shortly. | |
3.  The worst parts of the district are the Virdachellam, Kullacoorchi, and |

Trinomalay Talugs, and in these scarcity of water has already begun to be felt,

The recent rain which fell on the 8th in the talugs of Tindivanam, Villapuram,
and Trinomalay Talugs relieves me from any immediate anxiety as to them, as ’
though the rainfall was not heavy, it appears to have been pretty gencral, and .
would no doubt give some water to the ponds and wells. | In the Trinomalayﬁ]?a'luq ,
the deepening and clearing of ponds is being done under relief works, but nothing ¢
has been done as yet for theyVirdachellam and Kullacoorchi Taluqs; and should |17 el
the season continue unfavorable, it will, T fear, be necessary to undertake wrorln fl el
Rl these talugs for the improvement of the e

" N‘;)';?\’;t;ia ézﬁiﬁtgx. February, from Temporary syttt | Tl e thl
No. 210, dated 22nd March, from Sub-Collec- = Sub-Collector’s division, and a further
N':rém, dated 24th March from do. . eeport Bas  been | promused !egw
No, 00, dated 19th Ecbruary, from Head then ki i
Assistant Collector. P o e épmts‘meceived m be

No. 225, dated 29th March, from :De ut, R e iy b
Colletor on Gieneral Duties. P Divisionial Ofticers are forwarded here
| ! with, ¢ i L i TR e
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Excrosugk No. 1. fii

| ? RN
‘l | From S. VENCATASOOBIAH, Temporary Deputy Collector, to J, G- HORSHALL, Eﬂq,ﬁ“‘m‘ i
{H Collector of South Arcot, datel Cuddalore, 15th February 1877, No. 2. il
W.ru reference to cireular, No, 407, from the Adlitional Sceretary mGovernmqm‘t,,‘ I hmﬁw

. honor to sabmit copy of a report submitted by the Tabsildar of Cuddalore regarding the “'mm” i
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2 Proceedings of the Madra,a Governnient, Revenue Departmen b
26th April 1877.

R et St et

of the supply of drinking water in his taluq. 1had visited several villages myself, and I agT e

with the Tabsildar that dificulty will be felt for drinking water in the western direction i there

be no rain within about twe vmﬂm more. - "

i ! .\‘rv“ shaiTiR gt e

Reportof the Tahsildar of Ouddalore with vegrrd do the prospects of Driah'ng-wol;r Supply-

With reference to the circular, No. 47, dated the 30th ultimo, from the Additional Secre-
tary to Goyersment, Teopy of which was communicated to me with. takeed, No. 60, dated the
2nd instant, I ;hég‘ to submit the following report with regard to the prese’nb : 1' f drinking
gg;epgtj_ to the future prospeots of that supply in Cuddalore Talugq. il

2. Searcity 'o{ drinking water is not at present feit in any part of this talug. The villages
gitua_ted on both sides of Gadilam and Pennar rivers are fed by the living atreamsq :)f zhbee rive;‘s
Puumal.tank now holds nearly two months” supply of water, and all the villages that are gituateé

~ below this tank have & good supply of drinking water. The sea-coast villages lyitg‘ between
Madalaput on the north and Andarmullipallam on the south, and also the sandy villages of Thon-
damanatham, Kudicadoe, &c., have their drinking water from springs and kanies, in which waes
is availa.}:le at a depth of 3 or <4 fee, below the ground. The villages to tl’le north'o;: i
| gennar river and scattered to.wards the ¢7stern part of the taluq had, besides ponds, the Bahoor and
. "jL‘xmppanambakam tanks, wbwh are fod by river channels for their drinking water purposes ; bat
Gwing to the absence of freshes in Pefinar river thes® tanks are quite empty. There is, however,
nearly two months’ supply of drinkit® water in many of the ponds belonging to these villages. If
the season were to be so bad as it is ab present, 1 apprehend that after the expiration of the next
two monihs soareity of water will be felt in this tract of the taluqg. The same is the case with

that tract of the count_ryv‘extendmg from. the . Copper. Iiill  pn the north. to the seuthern g
extremity of the talug, and from the road leading from Cuddalore to Kurinjipady on the ‘east to the "

western extremity of the talug. This tract, consisting of low jungles and laterite soils, s on & high
level, and is more open to scarcity of drinking water, as all the villages lyingwithin it have to
depend solely on thleir vespective ponds. Fortunately the rains of October and November have left

hich will suffice to feed men and cattle for a month and-a-half, or nearly two

& supply of water w

months more. It is only possible to say after two months henes where the scarcity of water is felt,
and if at all we have any apprehension in due course, it must first arise from both the bad tracts
above mentioned, .

(igned) . C. VENCATARAMIER,

Tahsildar.
distHEl) &

Eucwsu e No. 2.

From J. THOMSON, Escf., Acting Head Ae;sistant Cpllector. to J. G. HORSFALL, Esq, Acting
i Collector of South Arcot, dated 19th February 1877, No. 90.
T s1ave the honor to reply, so far as the talugs ‘under my charge are concerned, to your foot-
note, No. 130, to the circnlar of the Additional Secretary to Government, No. 407, of 30th January
Jast, requiring information as to the present and future drinking-water supply of the distries. |

2. In Villapuram Talug I'know of the existence of water in only one irrigation tank in
Pudupakam, near Vanoor, All others are declared to ba dry. In the Puniar (Pennar), wher the
railway erosses, waber is found at a depth of 3%r 4 feet in the sand. The Pillur spring h&:l'm’]
(from the Malattar) between Pennar and Villapuram is still running in ab least one-half’ ita
volume of the month of November. The Pambaris dry 2 miles north of Villupuram +—about 3 -
miles above it junction with the Gingee river in the limits of Mudaliarkuppam, :

where 1 was 0B
the 15th, water was running in its bed. In the same quarter there was a rivolet-in - the Gingee
river ; the Perini channel, leading off from an anicut above the railway bridge, has 8

.

in it ; at the bridge iteelf there are only pools ; at Gingee, I am eredibly informed yesterday, the‘r:
_ s sunning water. The Vicravandy river is surface dry at the Railway bridge, and thl'“?“ '
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‘where the well and pond supply is fairly good.
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Proceedings of the Madras Government, Revenue Department, 3
26th April 1877. ' L
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1 am told, empty. The Tahsildar states that in no part of #is division is the present

channel is,
sapply fadrly good ; the Deputy Pahsildar specifies seventeen large village, situated around Vanoor,

’

3. In Tindivanam Talug there is water inthree or four irrigm.;'qn tanks in the north-east
jgady detailed the conditi;:?éf the Gingee river. plhe Killian€ it or Kondamut

corner. I haye al
anel at the railway bridge and water in ghre*chmn-

siver ig dry; In the Thondiar there is a sm <
pel led from its anicut above. The Ongur #er is dry.

4. TIn the Merkanum Division the villages in the north and west are fairly supplied ; in the
southern part the supply is scanty and in ten villages bad. In the main division twenty-two
villages eaet of the Madras and worth of the Merkanum roads and in the Gingee Division nise vil-
Jages in different directions are fairly well off. «From Killianoor into the cushih 'ﬁ':lbx;g and nedt
the roadside there is no water, or only dirty puddle? in the ponds. (In the western paris of hoth

 talugs, 88 you are aware, works for the improvement of pond water-supply arein progress.)

5. From so much asl can learn by reports, oral and written, from my subordinates, the private
wells of the villages have for the most part to be trusted to, where the rivers are not adjacent, for

 eenpply of man and beast. Lt is of course imposible to form an accurate idea of how long, in

the event of rain keeping off, the present supply will hold out. The gencral idea ia that whetg it

is fairly good at present it will continue for two months wore. : )
6. In several instances 1 have to gend in estimates piesently and ask for sanction and grants
to clear and deepen ponds for the use of the travelling comu unity and as work for the villages.
7. The Gingee river along its course will, T think, hol@out the longest. In the Pennar’s 18

or 20 feet bed of sand water may always be expected to be found if sought for. 1 caunot  speuk

with certainty of any other portion of the divisi
e e __,,4_.,.;,., P e LU G e i AL ROy ot gxwﬁr-iukofmm-'u\mé, T
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Excrosoge No 3. ,
From J. WALLACE, Bsq., Acting Sub-Collector, toJ. G- HORSFALL, Bsq., A
South Arcot, dated Ulundurpett, 29nd March 1877, No. 210.

No, 130, dated 1st February 1877, I have the honor to state
iz good, having

cting Collector of

" Wirn reference to your letter,
that in Chedambram Talug the supply of drinking water in almost all the villages
Coleroon, ‘Vanur, and river channels, &e.. for their source. ki e

2. In about a hundred villages adjoining Srimushnam, and in about fifty villages to the
north and east of Bhavanagiri, the fature prospect of the supply depends upon the floods coming
down the Vellar and Coleroon, and the present supply is expected to last for two months to come.

3. In Kullacoorchi Taluq the supply of deinking water and its future prospects appear to be
digcouraging. Excepting villages on the banks of rivers apd jungle streams, of which there are a
few in this talaq, the other parts are badly off from want of proper gupply. In these villages ~
people depend upon wells, and these wells also would fail ere long. Itis reported that should
there be no rainfall within the next two months, people will guffer very much from drought.

4. Thestate of the Virdachellam ‘Taluq as regards water-supply appears not more satiefactory-
1 will give minute details on the state of this talug on receipt of -a detailed report from the

Tahsildar,

»
Excrosure No. 4.

From J. WALLACE, Esq., Acting Sub-Collector, to J. G. HORSFALL, Esq., Acting Collector of
South Arcot, dated Ulundurpest, 24th March 1877, No. 222,

‘Wirn reference to my Jetter, dated 22nd instant, No. 210, T have the honor to state that

the information from the Tahsildar regarding wells was very defective and nnsatisfactory.
which I will furnish

9. 1 have again called wpon the Tahsiliar for more particulars,

wheo received i ' it
' il

ou where, in the evont of 1qng:‘drodght, water may

Wik

P




Mfia Apnl 1377

Exmoasu m:,,&, ‘

dry season,  The ryam fetch wmr from the ad)ommg vnlhgea, and the mm éhp afup :
‘no remedy cﬁx be applied, as there would be no water bven if &u& wellgare sunk,
He is not able to state positively as to the future prospects 0!' the water .
‘j_&- In zﬁa vn!lagu on tha ba.nka of i}m rmm M‘l,mw water from the
‘ f i xMhosemm ed om

4. In Trinomalay Talug | s

t.hlrteen vmégeup&ifﬁadm t{mmwi' H
“work No. 1 I have . allotted Rnpe 15 out

under Local Funds in mﬁcxpatxon of your saﬁcexon, wjnch I have applie fo .i'xi my ttar

dgbeu il S sab of tho rest- of the iérks is Rupees l",:jlﬂé,' amd

Thev ant sili tu be nnetmned on aeco
s 1 b smtxon may be accorded for commencing with them. The amount remaining uRappro-

pnm)d out of the Famine Funds, Rupees 10,000, st my dxspoal is Rupees 1,216-12-0,
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