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No. 354, Read the following ytter from Lieut,-Colonel R, B. KENNEDY, District
Engineer, Malabar, »'o Colonel L. A. FOORD, R.I., Chicf Engineer,

-

Public Works Depe'tment, dated Luckadie, 5th April 1877, No. 2:— "~ = i,

UxpER provisions qf,f;“()., No. 1,433, dated 10th June 1872, a width of one
chain measured on either side from the centre of all public roads is directed to be
reserved for the purpose of obtainiog matirial, and storage of same, intended for
the use of such roads, and I'shall be obliged by the opinion of Government being
given whether, under that order, a Public Works Officer is entitled to foll and use )
any timber growing within the same limits, avenue trecs of course excepted.

2. At present the Forest Department claims - proprittorship in all such
timber, and prohibits its use by the Public Works Cfiicers; in all cases, I believe
proprietorship in land entails proprietorship also of all fixture, and all that may be
growing upon it. In the case of Teak timber, I would propose to make an excep-
tion, but when only junglewood is concerned, this claim on the part of the Forest "
Department I consider might as well be waived, if not as a general rule, at all
events in the Wynad District, where there is no sale for such timber, and from
which I belicve it would not pay the Forest Officer to transport it. To show what
little valuc such timber has I may mention that; in those parts of Wynaad wherez e
there is no Government land, I can always purchase large trees of the besh'
sorts of junglewood for 2 or 3 Rupecs per tree, of large size, giving perhaps
between 20 and 50 cubic feet of timber when sawn up into scantlings: I would *
make not the slightest objection to pay the- Forest Department such rates, or
even higher, but frequently logs are emergently required for purposes of
temporary bridges, or other works of which therc re unfortunately still far
too many in the talug, and the emergency will not brook the delay of communi-
cations with the Forest Officer, and for him to instruct his swhardinate who
will if not down with fever probably be able to visit the spot and measure the.
trees a week or so later; meanwhile, great public inconvenience may have been
caused for the want of the material. Unfortunately the state of the Locsl Funds
does not permit us to keep any stock ,Of material on hand; and the Forest Officer
18 continua.lly unable to supply from his depbts for want of carriage. To go further
into this subject would be digressing from the point of my letter, which is
simply to ask that Government will be pleased to direct that, under authority of

G.0.,, No. 1,433, dated 10th June 1872, the Public Works Officers shall be at liberty

to fell and use any timber (other than teak) which is foind growing within & margin -
of one chain from the centre of a publiv road, without interfercnce from the Fopest
Department. ‘ ' :

»

-

No. 927"
TraxsregreD to the Revenue Department.

(Signed) E. A F OORD, Colonel, R.E,

100k April 1877, Seciclary to Qovernment, P1V.p, ° :
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(True Iixtract.)
(Signed)
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To the Doard of Revenue. a L
»» the Congervater of Toresta. .’ 2
»» the Public Works Devartwert. ' ‘ LT
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