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Proceedings of the Madras (overnment, “Revenu/:’/f:])epartment,
‘ 16th April 1877, S ST
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) No. 845.% \\R{gg{l:‘ the following Proéccdings of fhé/Board of R'é:ve‘nue, dated 3rd
Aptik1876% T kS -
S ? . Read the following :—
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Proceedings of *ae Madras Government, Revenue Department, ‘dated Oth... o

+ February 1876, No. 174, =

Lot

B i e i

" asking for views on the question as to the proper - incidence of charges incurred in
‘providing for the requirements of the popuiation of a district in a period of drought.

L

e Prqcéedings of the Madras Government, Revenue Department, dated 6th
: ~March 1876, No. 587. ’ : N :

T

. - : .
~ Apstracr.—Communicating reminder from the Government of’India request-

" ing to expedite submiss'io\.n of reply to their communication on the incidence of
charges incurred in providing for the requirements of the population of & district
in & period of:drought. .~ B ‘ ‘ o :

aranamien

Tyie foregoing orders relate to a despatch from the Secretary of State regard-
ing the recent scarcity in DBengal, and the views of the Board on the question.
raised therein as to the proper incidence of the charges incurred in providing for the
requirements of the population of a district in a period of drought were solicited.

R. The —q\__lntjs_s‘t_i'gr_lmni)vapropounded appears to differ materially from th_\a‘_tw

e PR T A G e g e e £ s

G.0., dated 20th June 1870, No. v66.

e

, called ‘upon to - report o,/ suggestions
made by the Commissioners appointed to inquire infq the famine /in, Bengal and -
Orissa in 1863 for raising, by local taxation, the funds required;on such extra:
or(iinafyj:‘fgcasi<)xxs to afford relief to the sufferers. The Commissioners seem  to
have esitemplated relieving Government from $he outset of all chargs, except
in ;_wy extreine cases, by throwing on the distressed province the burden of

providing for thé poor from'its own resources at the very time when those

“" resources wers at the lowest ebb. This suggéétion ‘was opposed by the District -

‘Officers, Board, and Goovernment as cruel and impracticable. The present question
appears rather to be how expenditure during famine and distress is.to be treated:;
whether the recipients of the bounty are to be called upon to contribute in any .
measure, after the distress has ceased, towards the fepayment of .sums which have
been advanced on their behalf, or whether the State should bear the whole  cost of
the relief afforded. TR R o >
3. Asto the general doctrine that the State must priina.rily assist to preserve
life and alleviate want in times of drought and famine, but that ultimately the
burden should fall mainly on the people and locality relieved, there will probably
be little difference of opinion ; but in attempting to apply this principle, the details -
present considerable difficulty. Every remission cf assessment is, in some sense. &
gacrifice of gencral revenue on account of a local want, and, strictly speaking, the
~exchequer should be recouped in due course for the temporary accommodation it
. has afforde?, but to press the principle so far would clearly be objectionable. .The
.- Board think it will suffice to provide that money actuallyradvanced by ‘the State’
T , , | ~ AR N h ‘
R - - R fl

' . - . ‘. . ( - o . “,‘ . 7
_Anstract.—Forwarding, for remarks, letter from. the_Government of India . ..

raised in 1870, when the Bodrd wére = .
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1;1 o Y Prbceedz'ngs of the Madras Gobemment, Roven.e Department,  ° - } |
‘ : 16th April 3877, 7 o . .':l: ‘
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‘ ,dﬁ"m’ 48 & Tule, thag “;\hmzze:a“w‘l by Government. It should therdfore be laid P
8oy €xtraordinary gytl,, wit] 1 fuay seem eCessary to the Governwent to wed? 7 . Y
- Biven district frop, falﬁi;x; a dl d Tew 1o the protection of the population of tiny o ; No. 346.
‘ f!hal} be ad"aﬂc(ﬂ'ﬁ'om th In o ) purp ‘ 7 | ‘
10 whick guch ¢y ‘@ imper
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[ 1 . R e S . 3 \;‘ Er;‘traCt') » . ‘ e - ;.1""/" ! it
_to mect the dewends S N .. (Signed) - C.A. GALZON, Y
o : | ‘ A T Acting Seeretary, T e 0

Ospes TEmsoy, 16th April 1877, No. 1,436,

re distress, the fun. R s purposs L : ‘ - RECORDED.  « '
al Treagyy ! ‘ uds nm.wm'r) !’or the p P B , ' ~ Miscellaneous. . ' - 9. The Government desire that the
A ‘ thy is £, -43Ury a8 a loun to the district or provineo ol iy . : o ' TIPS “question
T Governpar, " und to be Fequisite, and that ot e oo orto of tho - — Board will again report on the question
~of A St case such gum o PE 10 Qlsuierios I S ' | eriod of distress.
of vth‘e district &oncerneq, 8Um may be recovgrable by law from the poople N B raised by the Secretary of Stat? atvthe close of the p?esegt P ¢ |
| , “ ‘ | o : * . (True Extract) =~ '

4, -Ah}'o . o S
G Cugh in s (Signed)  D.F. CARMICHAEL,
‘ 0fg. Chief Secretary.
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