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Proceedings of the Madras Government, Revenue Department,
: 10tk Apret 1877.
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Famine Relief.
No. 234A. ¥rom C. E. BERNARD, Esq., €:8.1., Secretary to Sir Ricrarp TeMPLE,
to J. H. GARSTIN, Esq., Additional Secretary to Government, Revenue

. Department, Fort 3t. George, datéd Bangalore, 2nd April 1877, No. 168
By direction of Sir Richard Temple, I have the honor to forward copy of &
siinute recorded by him, containing. hi¢ sug: ‘stion regarding T edonbuisie

osal of the Government grain rese«

1 the imierior of the Madras Presidency.

disp

Minute by Sir RICHARD TEM. ... dated Bangalore, 2nd April 1877.
I pesire to lay before the Government of Madras suggestions regarding the
ical disposal of the reserve of grain belonging to the Statein this Presidency.
dia has, I anderstand, acqaiesced in the view that the
hould not be sold in lots to the trade. Af preseut
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econom
The Government of In
reserve now ab Madras city s
therefore, the Madras Government has, in round numbers, about 12,000 tons of
Government grain in Madras and about 25,000 tons stored at depdts in the distressed
distriets.

2. Some parts of the 25,000 tons is stored at railway stations; but the bnlk
has already been received at depbts distant from 12 to 90 niles from the railway or
the nearest sea-port whenc(f the grain was carted. In my previous minutes I }‘:él\'e
recommended that Government grain should not be stored, for relief purposes, at
dept within 60 miles of the railwgy. A similar view has been pressed on the

any
nt of Madras by the Government of India. The Government of Madras
adras,

Governme
however, 18

I have notl
25,000 tons be sent, as proposed, to places 60 miles distant from the railway, or
WYy O

satisfied that their grain is stored at well-selected places. On this point
ing more to say than what I have already said. But whether these

whether they 't;'enlailn, as at present, partly at railway stations and partly at places

at varying distances from the railway, thgyshave to be disposed of to the best
advantage at the season advances.

3. The. question then remains how should this Government grain* be used,

# 95,000 tons in the interior. ‘SO I;IS ti’ C‘.‘l.-use the least p@*mblo distarb-

ance to private trade and the least possi-

12,000  do. Madras city.
ble loss to the State. This grain has cost
: s cost,

transport and other charges included, about Rs. 32,00,000 to the public treasury,
The famine estimftes provide for recovering, directly or ipdirectly, thr.ee-qu-u-tu;ﬁ
of this sum before October 1877. .

4. Over a part of the famine-stricken tracts of the Peninsula favorable spring
rain has already (2nd April) fallen. If seasonable showers continue to fall r;
April and May, and if the monsoon opens propitiously in June, then old stocks

of grain will come out everywhere, the relief laborers will very greatly decrease

and the need for keeping a reserve of Government grain will be gone beforo the

end of July. If, unhappily, another year of short rain should come, then relief

operations might have to be begun again; buf for the present plans have to- ba

R ! i :

made in view of the past failure only. It takes some time for orders on a matte
3 3 1 . e € » ¥ g er

of this kind to reach all the distant plac_es where action will have to be taken. T
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the least possible dxsmrbaace to prwate tralle
and the least possible loss to the State This
gram has cast, transport and other charges in-
clnded about Rs. 32,00,000 to the publlc'_
treasmy The famine estimates pmwde for
_ret;memxg, directly or indirectly, three quarters -

| ‘Msum before Qctober, ~r817. it

i g Ove: a part of The famme-smcken tracts
of the Penmsula favourab!e spring rain has
23 "*already\ (2nd April) fallem 'Lscasonable'
s\hmvers continue to fall in April and May, and
“if the monsoon apens propitlcmsly in June,
: _ﬂ'len old stocks of grain will come out every-
whem the. relief labourers will very greatly
) _and the need for keeping a reserve
Sl nI Gﬂvermnéﬂt grain will be gone before 'the
! ‘ “en of Iuly If, unhappr!iy, another year of
© ghort rain should come, then reliof operations
i ‘ T iy
ave to be made in view of the
It takes some tlme for Qrders

w.here action will have to be taken. lt :
he more -convenient “also for the grain .
oi the mtenor to know beforehand Bow i -

#

i My recommendatzon is that the Govem- ]

AP mem; gmm >shou1d be expended in paymg
: fwages to relief la.bouters and that gram wag&s
b f ldbebegun from tbe tst May next at éll
ave. certain cxceptional, depdis. Th e princi-
‘-T'__a‘screﬂw and’
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