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»

Read the following :—

No. 5053, Procecdings of the Board of Revenuc, dated 3rd September 1868,
- No. 6,290. o

'Re‘ad the following letter from J. H. NELSON, Esq., Judge of the Court of Small |

Causes, Combaconum, to the Acting Secretary to the Board of Revenue,
dated 30th Msy 1868.
_ T mavE the honor to inform you that the Manual for the Madura District, the

. compilation of which was directed by Government in their Order, No. 2,162, of the

9th September 1865, Las been completed and printed, and to submit the same for

approval. . |

9. I have to cxpress my regret that the work has taken much more time than
was anticipated by the Board ; but venture to hope, nevertheless, that I shall not be
deemed to have delayed its completion unnecessarily. In addition to the obstacles
which ordinarily impede and delay one who brings out a work of any size in an
out-of-the-way station in India, I have had to contend with certain peculiar difficul-
In the first place the nature of the work rendered it necessary to look over
y the greater. part of the voluminous records contained in the
Record Office of Madura, which records arc kenpt in a most confused and disorderly
state ; and to bunt up inscriptions and histomqal notices about which nothing was
known in Madura. Inthe next place the circumstance of my holding a Judicial and
ot 4 Revenue appointment when I first began to work at the Manual, prevented me
from communicating as freely as was desirable with those Native Officials who alone
could materially assist me. Then my removal m.ore.than a year ago to Madras,
and subscquent change to my present post; Tm(fcssamly .mterfored with my arrange-
ments, and made it difficult for me to ob.tam information from Madura on various
matters. Again the inability ot my printer to keep more 1fhan about a hundred
pages of type set up at any one tlme!m,sf f?r obvious reasons, impeded the progress
of the work. Other special difficulties it i3 unnecessary for me to enumecrate.

3. On the other hand, I have every rcason to be grate.ful to .th(? oﬁicials of the
district generally, and to several n(.)n-oﬂicmil gentlemen .I‘OSIdent in 18, for the great
kindness and promptitude with Wh1,ch they have supplied me with much valuable
information. To notice here in order the nall}e.s of all who have so assisted me
would take up too much space ; but I should do ill were I to neglect to acknow-
ledge the deep obligations imposed upon me by the lﬂ?erahty of the worthy Chief
of the Jesuit Mission of Madura, who brought to my notice and Ient me the *“ Mission
du Madure,” a large collection of Administration Reperts written by Jesuit Mis-
sionarics, somo as far back as the very beginning of the scventeenth century, and
so furnished me with some most excellent materials of which the very oxistence was
unsuspected, for writing the history of Madura in comparatively modern times.
Nor can I pass over in silence the very valuable assis?ance I have derived from the
intelligence and knowledge of revenue matters of Raja Ram Row, the Huzoor
Magisterial Clerk; whose services were considerately placed at my disposal by the
Collector.  Ever politc and ready to oblige, however great and heavy his regular
dutics might be, he has both lightened my labors and made them more pleasant.

4. With regard to the authorities of which I have made use, it is proper for
meto obscrve that, wherever it has been possible, I have depended upon the

ties.

3
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Collector's records, In other cases I have used th
aceess, Thus in referring to
Mahavansi, being unable to proc

doubtless other instances will readily be detected by m
ties quoted by me are of indifferent repute. For g}
indulgence, on the ground that there iy

nothing in the shape of a library a¢ Mad :
. ; ura
and the librarics of Madras contain but fow oriental works 4 ,
of much use to me,

: Iad the means of acquiri st historical information
been procurable, it woyld certainly have been '

5. The Dewny S 4 turned to account. , Co
. ' Loard will perhaps o Serve that I have done little, ing, i
way of drawing inferences from figured stater o yhing, in the

fents ; and I should, 4, in -
that I attempted to theorise about Several matterg, byt A
with my results that I ’

was so greatly dissatisfieq
altogether to discover
obviously caused by the p
or signs of periodicity in droughts
of trade and manufactures, All that T py
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the better has taken placein its condition,
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o a, : lIet Mr. Nelson have twenty copies for private use. . " -
pose @ As a'work intended for mere official reference, this Manuai 1S SOmMEW
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Proceedings of the Madras Government, Reve

nue De})artmenl, \
26th April 1869.

tion of a Model Manual, and recommended that tle offer of Mr. Carmichacl, the
Collector of Vizagapatam, should be accepted; but that another Officer should also bo
named for the preparation of a Manual for one of the southern districts. The Govern-
ment accordingly, in their Order, under date 9th September 1865, No. 2,162, accepted
Mr. Carmichael’s offer to prepare a Manual for Vizagapatam, and also that of
Mr. Nelson to compile a similar work for the Mad

ara District, )
4. Mr. Carmichael’s Manual wag submitted to Government with the Board’s
Proceedings of 2nd July 1863, and the Government have al

ready recorded their

appreciation of Lis labors, (G. 0., 10th J uly 1868, No. 1,927,) and directed that the

work should be printed in a convenjent form.

5. This has now been done, and 5 copy of the Manual has been forwarded by

the Board of Revenue with their letter, dated 24th February 1869. The Board’s
remarks on Mr. Nelson's Manual, as

contained in their Proceedings of the 3rd
September 1868, have also boen in the

meantime received.,
6. The Right Honorable the Go 1

considering that Mr, Nelson is entitle

» the work, however valual,
is a little too diffuse for a district A[

anual.
7. 'Thestatistical tables attach

- 8. The Board’s proposal to
work is approved, and they are re

Alr. Carmichael to Loy
copics (not in excess of twenty),

of the Vizagapatam Manual as he desires,
dred copies of each should be forwarded to the Govern

ment Office for dis
. 9. The Right Ionorable the Governor in Council resoly
Rupecs 2,500 cach to Messrs. Cafmichael and Nelson, as rc
* trouble involved in the preparation of their respective works,
(True Extract.) -

tribution,
€s t0 pass a sum of
muncration for the

-

(Signed) R.’A. DALYELL,

" Acting Secretary 20 Government,
To the Board of Revenue.

»» the Accountant-General.
> 4, the Public Department.
»» the Honorable D. F. Carmichael.
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