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ReveNvE DEPARTMENT.
Fogrt Sr. GEORGE,
15¢h April 1869,
No. 1,030,
No. 335.
To

Tre SECRETARY 10 THE GOVERNMENT or INDIA,
ForeiGN DEPARTMENT.

SR,

Wire advertence to your Under
Secretary’s letters of the 21st and 30th
‘ Septomber last, numbered 307 and 319,
requesting information in regard to certain statements made in two petitions, which
had becn addressed to the Government of India, and appear to proceod from resi-
donts of the Coimbatore District, I am directed to forward, for the information of
the Government of Indis, a letter from the Board of Revenue, under date 4th
February 1868, No. 778, with enclosurces, which affords the information sought,

. 2. Iam also directed to express the entire concurrenco of this Government
in the remarks of the Board| of Rovenue in paragraphs 6 and 7 of their lotter.
' I have the honor to be,-"
Sir,

r Miscellaneous.

Your most obedient servant,

(Signed) R. A. DALYELL,
Acting Secretary to Government.

Exd. F. R. Bantlemaa.
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: . Proceedings of the Madras Governmenl, Revenue Department,
15th April 1869. |

.

’ No. 334.  From tho Sub-Secretary to the Board of Revenue, to the Acting Secre-
tary to Government, Revenue Department, dated Mudras, 4th February
1869, No. 778 :—

-, . Witn reference to Government Orders, 9th October 1868, No. 2,606, and 15th

P T e ' October 1868, No. 2,637, calling, at the instance of the Government of India, for

' a report on two petitions in which the inhabitants of the Coimbatore District

complain of excessive taxation, I am directed to submit a letter from the Collector

of Coimbatore, with enclosures, in which is contained a full report on the special
grievances brought to notice by the pctitioners.

2. The Nirgunty Fee Ccss was sanctioned by Government Orders, 16th
November 1865, No. 2,810, and 26th September 1866, No. 2,592. It was introduced
in substitution for tho labor and grain-fees which the ryots had been accustomed
to pay, and though there now scems to be a doubt whether the ryots ever really
liked tho cess, it was understood at the time that they wished it. The rates levied
have been from one Rupee to two Rupees an acre for running watcr, and from
eight Annas to one Rupee an acre for water raised by pecottahs. The total amouat
collected last year was Rupees 35,831, or about six per cent. on the Nunjah revenue
of tho talooks where the cess was in force.

; 3. The iinpost was only introduced experimentally, and on the ground that

) : tho cultivators wished it. A report, which has been lately received from the Col-

v lector, shows that this is no longer the case, and if s, the cess must bo abolished.

The gencral question as to whether a similar tax should be levied &y luw in all
parts of the Presidency is now under consideration.

4. The enhancoment of quit-rent on Inamns, complained of by petitioners, is
the payment voluntarily made by them for the frechold iu perpetuity of the land,
which they did not previously possess, and which it was left to their option either
to purchase or not, as they chose. The enhancement on the wholo district was
Rupecs 13,741, and the present quit-rent is still lcss than the full asscssment by
Rupees 71,592, _ .

5. Similarly the Education Cess, undcr Madras Act VI. of 1863, is a volun-
tary asscssinent paid for educational advantages which the State could not other-
wiso provide, but which the pcople may tuke or not, just as they plcase. In
Coimbatore the Act had been introduced in 347 villagesin 1866-67, and the amount
collected was Rupees 2,076.

6. With reference to paragraph 2 of the letter from the Under Secretary to

: the Government of India, recorded iu the Proceedings of the Madras Government,

-gth October 1868, No. 181, I am to say that there can bo little doubt that the

r repugnance to taxation, exhibited by petitioncrs, is general in this as in all other

countries. There has, it must bo admitted, been a considerable increuso in taxation

of late years; but the condition of the pcoplo has materially improved during the
same period, and they aro consequently better able to bear the additional burdens
which the necessitics of tho Stato have imposed upon then.

7. The Board, however, do not consider it desirablo to discuss the policy of
Government and the incidonce of taxation in reporting on petitions which Lave
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Lroceedings of the Madras Gocernment, Revenue
15th April 1869,
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Department,

-~ — -

itioners havo the meaus of
‘ause of complaiat,

.o . (True Copy )

. 3 (Signed) R. A, DALYI‘LL
Acting Secretar, Y lo Corernment,
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? ’ No. 778. '

A “ From J. GROSE, Esq., Sub-Sccretary to the Board of Revenue,

[4
P

Sts,

To the Acting Socrctary to Government, Revenuc’Department.

Wira reference to Government Order, 9th October 18GS, No. 2,606, and 15th October

1868, No. 2,637, calling, at the instance of the Government of India, far a report on two petitious, -

in which the inbabitants of the Coimbatore District complain of excessive t::xation, Lamdirected to
submit a letter from the Collector of Coimbat ore, with enclosures, in which is contmned a full
report on the epecial grievances brouglt to notice by the petitioncre. :

* 2" "The Nirgunty Fee Cess was sanctioned by Goverument Orders, 16th November 1855, No.
2,810, and 2Gth September 1566, No. 2,592, 1t was introduced in substitution for the labor and
grain fces which the ryots bad been accustomed to pay, and though there nuw secms to be a Joubt
whether the ryots ever rcally liked the Cess, it was undcrstood at the time that they wished it.
A'I'ho rates levied bhave been from one Rupee to two Rupees an acre for running water, and from eight
Aannas to une Rupce an acre for water raised Ly pecottahs. The total amoupf collected last year

was Rupces 35,631, or about six pcr ccnt. on the Nupjah revenue of the u?oh where the Cess
was in force. P
3. Tho impost was only mtroduced expcnmcntally, aud on the ground that the cultivators
wished it. A report, which has been latcly received from the Collector, shows that thisis no longer
the case, and if 80, the Cess must be abolishcd. The gencral question as to ¥hether a siniilar tax
“ should be levied by law in all parts of the Presidency is now under consideration.
4. The <nhancement of quit-rent on Inams, complained of by petitioners, is tho parment

" voluntarily made by them for the frechold in perpetuity of the lund, which they did not previously
“ possess, and which it was lcft to their. optjon cither to purchasc or not, as they chose. The
" enbancement on the whole'district was Iupbes 13,741, and the present quit-rent is still leas than
" the full assessment by Rupees 71,502, ~° 1

5. Similarly the Education Cess, ﬂd;r Madras Act VI. of 1663, iss voluntary u\,e-emmt

' paid for cducational advantages which the $tate could not otherwise provide, but wlich the peo-
ple may take or not, just as they ‘plcase.” lu Coimbatore tho Act had been iutroduced 1n 347
villages in 18G6-G7, and the amount collected was Rupees 2,076.

6. With reference to paragraph 2 of the letter from the Under Sccretary to the Gorerament
of India, recorded in the Procecdings of the Madras Government, 9th October 1868, No. 181, I

" am to say that thero can be little doubt that tho repugnance to taxation, cxhibited by petitioucrs,

-

is general in this as in all other countries. There has, it must be admitted, been a considerahle .

. increase in taxation of late years; but the condition of the people has materially improved dnring”
" the same period, and they are consequently better able to bear the additional burdens which the

" pecessities of tlc State have imposed upon them.

7. The Board, however, do not consider it desirablo to discuss the policy of Government and
tho incidence of taxatidn in reportmg on petitions which have certainly no claim to bo taken as
convoying 8 ropresentatiomof tho views of the community, or of any important portion of it. The

_ petitioners have the m‘m of obtaining rcdrcas locally for any well founded cause of complaint.

~ I bave the honor to be, .
Sir,
Your most obediont lcrmt,

«»

: Rhlxﬂ: Boaxzp Orrics, Snb-Smw!

Madras,
4th February 1869. ..

To the Acting Scerotary to Government, Rev. Dept.,
with copy of Collector's letter, dated 3rd Docemb.r 1868,

No. 316, and its cnclosnrel.

Copy to the Collector of Coimbatare. ... \
[4

Ezd, F. R. Bantlemes,
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