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. " Read the following letter from W. GREY, Esq., Secretary.fo th
© Iadia (Home Department), to J. D. BOURDILLON, Esq., S‘i’X‘EtaryetoGg;:::::em of
_ Revenue Department, Fort Saint George, dated Fort William, 28th February Tseg;a
’

No. 4.38 —

SIR,
I am directed to forward the accompanying copy of a Resolution this day passed by the

vaernor General in Council regarding the supply of Indian Cotton to England.

Home DEPARTMENT,
The 28th February 1861.

RESOLUTION.
the Governor General in Council has had, under his consideration, the
possibil.ity of a greatly and suddenly increased demand
for Indian Cotton in England, and he desires to draw the
attention of each local Government within the territories
ing and Cotton exporting Districts lie to those measures whereby the power
creased demand for Cotton may be augmeanted by help of Government

His Excellency

upply of Indian Cotlon Lo England.

~of which Cotton produc
 of India to meet such in
% It is to be observed :—
First.—That no measure which places Government in the position of the private Capitalist

> 3 o 4 Y ; P’ 3
which in any way interferes with private enterprise can be other-

tivator, or Speculator, or
than permanently injurious in itself and detrimental to the object in view.
Therefore all attempts to stimulate cultivation or labor, by any exertion of Government

, directly or in
" The same objection will apply

- Off cers of Government.
Secondly.— No measure will meet the object immediately in view unless it shall tell on the

_production of Cotton during the next season, and on our means of getting that season’s crop to
port. This limitation will exclude from present consideration such projects as Railways or
Janals, which although the surest permanent means of increasing our power of export, could be
‘a_fi@ to tell to only a very limited degree on the exports of the next few seasons. Moreover the
'tt‘@htion of Government is already directed to promote these works to the utmost extent compatible

with its financial means, and even so serious a calamity as an apprehension of a short supply of

~ Cotton in England, could hardly add to the desire of the Government of India to advance them

pidly us possible.

~ The question for consideration is, what can the Government do towards facilitating an
immediate increase of production and towards improving the means of bringing the produce to

ort.

directly, are out of the question.
o model farms and experimental cultivation conducted by

As to increasing Production.

‘The solution of que§tions connected with the tenure of land, and with the law regarding
contracts for the delivery of agricultural produce, which are now under the consideration of
.f,Govem ent, may ultimately produce a very con.siderab/le effect on the investment of European
in the Cotton Districts, but the result could not be immediate. More probably an

- immediate increase of the coming crop of Cotton will depend on the rapidity with which informa-
“tion regarding the demand and prices in England can be communicated to the producers in the

~ Cotton Districts, and on the removal of all impediments to intimate and rapid communication
ose who grow or collect the Cotton in the interiur, and the Merchants who export it

from th port of shipment. Directly and indirectly the Government may do something to

- promote these objects ; especially if Agents of the Mercantile Community of our Ports will visit
he Cotton producing Districts, and do all that may be effected by personal intercourse ¥

reduce A.t;he number of hands through which the produce must pass between the place of produc-
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tion and the place of shipment. There is also :m::: ﬂ‘;c power of the GOS |
the extent of Cotton cultivation which it ma_\h eobuincd through other g
furnish from the public records, or to verify when

sial? ur “89“‘

The operations in the interior, of the capnuhs:si :l;;eir banking |v

affording them the aid of the Government Treasuf.been establisheds . pa

of the country where as yet no private Banks hz,“e under certain rules, 10 %

Firms at the -Presidency Towns might be perm!tleflv aving Do MOre
; the Presidency casheq at the Government Treasurics, pa)

n Goverr
: : siling expense 0

cost of conveying the coin.  This, without entailing exp g

a convenience to the Merchants,

B ,.y

to P
ing the produce
As to improving the means of bringing the p

ication, even g
It is by facilitating existing means of cumn:m:i'ci ilv.houl exmb o
that Government can best aid the Merchant promptly
Projects for brig

) of P"’d'I & TAd
months ; but there js a great extent of country capable

easily accessible to ordinary country carts, even d“';"i:r:” and thus i

improving the Present country carg and pack bullocACd ot » rate of 23 OF'

over which ap ordinary load of Cottoy, may be convey fectually aideds fes

that the export of the next season’s $10p Ay be most'elle hat each local GO
In this view the Governor General in Council foausele tC‘mton e

once take measures ¢ have the lines of traffic between lhe‘:-g rorted on ”4

port of shipment, whether op Sea or river, examined and rep
. This Officer should note,

ithin the PE%
icable Wi :
ged and metalled roads are not practicab

b authority 8t ¥
With the work ; ang where there iS‘“*’ ’“c‘, thiat the
should be employed for the PUrpose ; the only conditions being Fg
Immediate execution, Engineers '_
For such Purposes Officers of high scientific attain'_“c““ :inﬂhl ‘
Officer of judgmeny and energy, with 5 capacity for rapidly estimé | E
Ve simple works requireq, Will be almost as useful as an accom of the
of any expendityre being requireq, which it is beyond the powe
sanction, applicatiop

fora
i should be made to the Government of Indis

It would be Very desirable thq, the Officers cmp!O}"'d“&n“, ‘ “J;?
; accompanied g}, by & member of whatever commercial co D
1 the produce of the district, who might observe and report “f‘;’ |

which May appear to Cotton trade. The combi 2
if well selected, Would furpig), infl

ormation of considerable pr
in which they might be employed,

barge of
2 will be prepared to bear the ¢ ities to 8
any gentlemer, who Might be depuled by commercial communities j
intendeq to

may
di&:ouragc, on the part of .lh(' ag
» Suggestions of by extensive or costly work which may
Permanent Manner, ),
» OF be withi, the means of Governmen

described
and more
execution

Ordereq, that 5 Copy of this Resolution be commaunicated to
and Bom Y 5 to the Lieutenant Gove
to th
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Ordered, that a copy of this Resolutionve .. .

and Bombay ; to the Lieutenant Governors of Bengal, the North-tWeste

Punjab; to the Commissioners of Pegu, Nagpore, and Mysore; and
Hyderabad.

——

Proceedings d’ the Madras Government, Revenue Depariment,
' 19th March 1861.

- o~

that the local Governments and Administrations b.e requested to communi-
to the commercial communities at their chief Towns, through the
herwise ; with an invitation of any suggestions which may occur
ch may aid more effectually to attain the great national

Ordered further,
cate a copy of the Resolution
Chambers of Commerce, or ot ;
to those practically interested, and whi
object in view.

(Signed) W. GREY,

Secretary to the Government of India. il

i
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No. 342, ORDER THEREON, 19th March 1861, No. 638.

Ordered i:o be communicated to the Chamber of Commerce and the Trade Association.

(Signed) C. G. MASTER,

Deputy Secretary to Government,
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