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Proceedings of the Madras Governinent, Ilevenue Dc;;.'ir'tt/i;’;zt,
6th March 1861,

Read the following letter from W. GREY, Esq., Sccretary to the Government of
a (Home Department, Separate Reveaue), to J. D. BOURDILLON, Lsq., Secre-
tary to the Government of Fort Saint George, dated Fort William, 18th February
1861, No. 335 :— :

Sir; :
I am dir : v ompanyi 4

am directed to forward to you 'the accompanying  copy of a Despatch from the Secretary
of State and its enclosure, and to request that Ilis Excel-
No. 1 of 1861, datd 9th January. lency the Governor in Couneil, alter consultation with the
Castoms authorities and the Chamber of Commerce, will be
| s wood as to furnish an early report as to the effect of the present duty of Rupees < a maund

on the export trade in Saltpetic, and the expediency of any modification.

Yrom the Right Hovnomble Sir CHARLES WOOD, Bait., M, P., Iler Majesty's Secretary of
State for India (Separate Revenue), to His Excellency the Right Honorable Larl
CANNING, Governor General of India in Council, dated London, 9th Jannary 1861

- B

No. 1.

My Loxb,

1. 1 transmit hevewith, for the information of your Excellency in Council, copies of letters
which have been addressed to me by the East India and China Association of Liverpool, and by
Messrs. Brandram, Brothers, and Company, forwarding a Memorial signed by a considerable
number of Merchants of London interested in the trade in Saltpetre, representing that injuridus
results have followed the increase of the Export daty under Act X of 1860, and soliciting that
. 1 . g N s . o
it may be reduced to its former amount ; and alsoa letter from Messrs. T eschemacher and Smith

. . LN & g
on the subject of the manufacture of artificial Saltpetre,
0. | have to request that you will take the matter into your cousideration, and report to

v

me the result with the least practicable delay.

From L. M. WINKING, Esg., Chairman to the Fast India and China Association, to the
Right Ionorable Sir CHARLLES WOOD, M. P., &c. &c.,dated Liverpool, 14th December 1560,

SR,

I am requested by the Committee of this Association to bring under your notice, previous
to the departuie of Mr. Laing for India, the injurious effects which are likely to arise from the
continuance of the high Export duty now imposed upon Saltpetre in India, amounting to
20 per cent. on its first cost of production there ;—the immediate consequence of which has been to
check its production in Bengal, and to enhance the value in this country to an extent which offers
to its manufagture {rom the cheaper articles of Nitrate of Soda and Sulphate of
d already contracts have been made in France where the substitute has been
supply large g santities at rates even lower than it can now be imported from
antry, and which, if encouraged by the contiuuance of the existing Lxpoit
supersede its production in India altogether.

The obvious effect of which will be to deprive the Merchant in this country of an impor- N\

returns for British manufactures sent out to Lndia; the Importer of the advantages

an article of such considerable consumption ; and the Shipowner of a valuuble

a premium
Pot-Ash: an
manufactured to
India into this €0
duty, will probubly

tant item of
of dealing in
amount of freight.

Under these circumstances,
policy and necessity of
| it stood previous to th

the Association respectfully submit for your favorable considera-
reducing the present Export duty on Saltpetre to the moderate

tion, the _
e late augmentation by the Government of India.

rate at whic!

e

Brothers, and Company present their respectful compliments to Sir Charles
to band him the enclosed document, with Statistics regarding Saltpetre from

Brandram,
Wood, and beg
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India ;
London,

No. 17, Sise Lane, E, .
To the Right H

Ricur HoxoranLy, Sig,
We, the undersigne( Refiners,
produce of [ndia, think it nece
materially interfereq with,
the Export duty recently
further increase,

Under these circumstancee

8, we
Governments have, for some time

¥ interferip.
same time, giyiy
our own Colonjes, This
moment by the actya) pu
from a French house in
India.

article ; consequent]

and, at the 8 encour

Paris,

We therefore beg
subject of the duty, as
face of this increasing

to submit to
We are ce
new Proce
In presenting these facts ¢
should be glad to Wait upoy yoy
might be desirable before thé de;
of Finance for India,

No. 17, Sisg Lang, g, (83
15¢h Decemper 1860,

Tmports into London to 1860
Sth December, T

11,810

Consumption includingf 1860
Exports, to De bersth § ————0 o
P cember 5th. l 1%y

[ 1859
Total Exports from Cal- !

cutta, 12 monthg ending{
November 30tl

\_
18,801
491,

lod [ o
‘:2")){)

-——
L 26533
[ 1860

—_—

—_—

Total Exports from Cal- 8,589
cutta first 9 montlg of 2
this year as compured<, 6,114
with last year. 857

L 15,780

falrag Gorern
which he will find has beey signe

onorable Siy CHARLES

Sccratar}- o

C(msumore.
S92y to acquaing v
11 consequen
tmposed upon i i,

beg to point out to
past,
8 with this g
agement to the
matrer has he i

has beey Prominently brought be
rehase of 44

hich w

you tje n
rtain that this [y
ss of Manufactyre
) your Notice,
at any tie
arture of ¢,

R R R N N e S TN, SR e

ment, Receave Department,

Gth Maren 1861,

. ) A i a:lers il
d by many most influential Merchants and others

S WOOD, Bart.. G. C. B, M. P
f State for India.

L)

N ~ ot trp the
Importers, and Exporters of Saltpetre, t
nm that the ¢

¢ of the hish price,

. e K ing
onsumption of thisarticle is be

: ' t by
which is largely brougsht about b}

[ndia, and by the rumour that there s to be

=

you the fact that the French and othe?
been Usine as substitute an artificially manufactured
aple from India, and a very important trade here b
Produce of Soutl America, to the loss o

fore our notice at the present
tons of thjs manufacture by the Sardinian Government,
ould otherwise have been drawn from the supplies from

ecessity of an imme

. : . the
diate reconsideration of
lian staple ¢

S s e e the
4unot maintain its position in ti

.

and to

| . at Ve
nich we coyld add much in detail, v
You might

Appoint, which,

we venture to sugpgest,
-
¢ Light Honorable

: : g
the newly appointed Minisic

We have the hongr

to be,
Rig!n{ “

onorable Sir,
Your most obedient,
and humble Servants,
M, BroTuers & Co.,
AND 40
Other Firms of London.

(Slgned) P.n.-\:\'nm

—_—
Statistics of Saltpetre,

1859 1858 1857 1856
17,33 9,360 16,328 14,651 tens,
1859 1858 1857 1856
16819 o — e s
16319 13149 11,607 15,913 tons.
1858 1857
— — \\
LI,“;(,S 15,183 1, Great Britain,
G..Llfi I,TS() “rance,
, H02 8,903 Amerjea.
~LAS8 95 gns tons.
1859
13,597 To Great Britain
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' of the Madras Government, Recenue Deparisent,
£ 2 17/'[)11'3 0 & 4 .
Froseaig Gth March 1861.
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17, Sise Lane, 51st December 18G4

i i o} 3 “' ‘i)‘r]e
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Brandram Brothers ter of the ¥8th instant, informing

e receipt of his let : ' e
Jknowledue the recelf S ) , 5 siow farther: te .son
Wood, and beg to aanl()\ ] t on the subject of Saltpetre, and they })c;) .l L
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Q0th December 1860,
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e
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equal ; but 1 L - . re maintalr
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god HO"‘ hich is essential to the defence of the em; es of Saltpetre, duties might
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e e raw materl ; he extent o )
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= e " 118 proauct,
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ng a ()

have been fair an
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as you PO]U :
but.yalso that the result of levy



Muadras Government, Revenue Dep irtineal,
Gth Marcl 1861,

4 Lrocecdings of i

Its cost of produciion and mere

haats' profits, is to ereate
the continent, and by the st

imulus aiven to

trade in Saitpetre between this country and India.

o L T wkadde B4
a new trade ta the artifiald ar
i : s : r o GUEE
us trade by the imposition of the [nl.an 7
wjure, if not destroy, the

To manuflicture artificial Sal

tpetre, hiere or abroad, with Nitpare ol Sadda, as form : ,
175, to 22s. per ewt. and Potash Salts at ordinary prices, with Benwai S dtpetre ruling at <08 ¢
30s. per cwt., would not Pay, or at any rate, be too close a trade for any to follow.
But let Alkali (Soda Ash) be comparatively dear; and: wood, thie thh & Fuc] of e ¢
a state of thines affording an abundant supsly of Potash Salt, from the wood and sea-tveed asies
(barilla, sal-de-varee, &e.), and w}

el exists iy France, 1l

| { sumie parts of
16 Channel Islauds, and sume )
pply of ¢l

Potash basis, Nitrate of Sod P25, to Ly, por €3

la.at 158, I A
2 Fy O -l o 1 < H vt .' =
g trom (s, to 4os. per ewt,, and vou at once obtain the cutd
uncer which the artificial production of Saltpetre

hanpens that this trade can be 1t
since not only has the fore
supply of the potash basis

he has not, like his

Germany, and add to this sy
with Bengal Saltpetic yul

e 1., It so
becomes a most profitable trace.

> 1 . . ' 5 ’ ) \' ;A»"\‘,
‘ore profitably pursucd on the Continent than in these sl
ian manufuctyre

r from the wood and

sea-weed ashes a much larger
available for i
English rival, t
of Alum, for this potash b

S use than can be
0 contend to the s
asis, a trade w
carried on in this country on

procured by the Eoglish maker s }‘.Iu:
unc extent with another m mulacture, [;..“?;
Lich consunies farge quantities potash salt, and which 13
a very |

arge scale,
the Culico Printers and Dyers,

. v Yy ol DY

Aluw bung the principal mordant used U
Again, were a further and additiony] dut

vise in price must take place here followed by

longer be profitably importeq,

Saltpetre, the produce of ¢

profitably employe

> g r
i e rrosnonGID
Y to be levied on Benaal Saltpetre, a correspanting

. ’ no
agradual cessation of

imports since it could
Under suel, ar

he Canadian and R
d 1n this manufat
be utterly extinguished,

ot ) g ion o
watonal stimulus to ¢

he artiticial produet
. ) hes could be
ussian forests, potashes and pearl ashes c«
ure, and t\e Iudian

o
S g ) ~tre Lihus
production and trade in Saltpetre

Thus, the Saltpetre duaty not only tends to produce
Saltpetre, and to disturl regular mercantile
foreizn maker of artificial Salipetre in his and agqing,
imnorter and refiner, and this (o the exuct damount of ll:’, i

S ) e nrice of
an artificial increase of the
action,

o the
favor,

but it also acts as a dircet bounty U
the Indian or English produce’s
duty levied in India.

1, TESCHEMACHED,
” J. DENIIAM SMIT11.

—

(Signed) 15,

Brandram, Brothers ang Company present their pe
; ) 3 +CSser 'es
Wood, and beg to send hin an extract of

. "1 v‘—:s
t : naric

pectful compliments to Sir Ch
reference to Saltperre

; \ o ¥ L
a letter feceived by the last Mail from Caleas:a,

E.z.‘{rar.'z‘ nf [g

ter dated Caleytta, agpg November 1560,

- o .bay, and
es at home advised by Telegraph rid Bowbay, 27
still think that pr Y
borne ip ningd 1

o Notwit'nstanding the
“ the diminished shipments
““appear to warrant,

advance ip pric
afloat, we
for it must be,
“ America have somewhat increased, the CXports to [y
““has been shipped to that quarter since M,y,
“ the {act that the Frenceh G:xvernment no\v.

“ Saitpetie made from Nitrate of Sod

ices here are hicher than circumstances
hat i|]lh0ll{_{h the exports of Sajtpetre l‘;
ance haye virtually cc;;sul. Nota ”“Ui(
We are 1o and have reason to believe it 1o oy

exclusively employ in their Powder Manufactorie
a and Sulphate of P

<

) . uacd
l otash, and that such can be piod .
“ much cheaper than Bengal Saltpetre, All this however if true, i doubtless known to Y7
o3 Aﬂ - - - ‘3 ' d . [t ;
“already. DBut with this fae known as it appears to be jp Calcutta, and tne production of T
. P N Sxr 3 ) ¢ L) et L
“article in this country s0INZ on as usual, we repeat that the prices now being paid are hight
: 5 i
“ than the surrounding circumstances woyld feem to warran c
TRt ' 5 . ; y . _apuies Lie
We may ddd, ‘hexe that we have brought under the notjca of the Board of Revenu? U
“serivus fa'ling off in the exports to France
‘“

» and the cause to
am, and it is not gt all improb
iich was levied under the belief that India

Saltpetre, will soon be modified if not entirely abo

“seemed to be new 1o th
“duty, wl

which we attribute it, whw.f
able that the enhanced rate of pr“"{
alone was the only source of supply ©
lisheq,"

1 f > 5
mms Government, Revenue Depuriment,
Proceedings of the 6tn March 1861

- f a letter from Paris in reply to'their }?1c1111)r1?:
Pt Taiey Or:-'lment last month, for manufactured S‘\I.tpc tre,
oy Fl‘e“C‘.h Gm'ufl ¥ '1AtiLm that the Manufactovies, which had
: l'el“‘;’l‘c[ muf)c] IS;’ the old method of refining, have almost,
v Saltpe 2

They also beg to hanldl ll;i;
respecting the contracts mace o
and they at the same tn}1e B
exclusively supplied the th)/ell !
if not entirely, ceased working.

letter Jdieve ontrac-
S lave just been taken here, and I believe the C
A a i
overnmeant b

809 tons, and Messrs. Boyer and Company of Javel for
112 for 80 tons, and *

vitl
dated Paris, 12th December 1860.

l X
¢« The contracts for tlllc (fx 4
| a 0 1
¢ tors are Mr. Liemarchan

“500 tons.”

They b n ‘sties of Nitrate Soda., ) )
: ddhh i) I'L'r to 30th November, compared with same
hey also beg to han into the United Kingdom to
i i rted 1n
Nitrate Soda, Impo

periods 1839 and 1858 :

Tons.
In 18601-111135,013
1859000 23,593
LK} N
35 ..19,897

, 1858....

no 3 S dm‘inﬁ the
1 0 {lbout 0 ()OO ton 24
:, fO . o) Contment, amountma t g ) 3 I e .
. G 1\1 l th t.()] and conhrmmg thc OpllllOﬂ as 1o
i ‘l - ( i ase ()E COI]SUH\D on,
mdependcnt 0 g

: e incre s sl at very small cost,
he ncre ot merica and at v
last two months alone, showing tl tion of this article in South Am ‘
o . otl
o S Of P‘O( ne
cnpablhty
the unlimited

ice in Warchouse
i . Present price in
third that of India Saltpetre
ice is less than one-
as the price 13

£13 to £13-10 per ton.

March 1861, No. 514.

g : nber
4 ORDER THEREON; = ommunication with the Chambe
No. 94. )

ER
e. igned) C. G. MASTER,
of Commerc (Signed) Deputy Secretary to Government.
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