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Endorsement by J. W. CH ER},'f}_' Esq., Conservator of Forests, S th .
dated Sth May 1894, No. 841. » Southern Circle,

Forwarded.

It is clear that a license (for which Rs. 30 has to be paid)
fishing as well as hunting and shooting.

2. Whether a smaller fee should be paid for fishing without shootin
without fishing, or for any particular class of either, is a question,

3. The question was raised by me in 1891 on a reference from Tinnevelly aboy
reducing fees for certain fishing under the Forest Game Rules, but the Government,
in passing orders (in Board’s Proceedings, Forest No. 615, Mis., dated 18th June 1892)’
on the Tinnevelly reference, did not deal with the general question. A

1s intended to cover

g, or shooting

®

Resolution—dated 12th May 1894, Forest No. 660. Mis.

The papers read above will be submitted for the orders of Government,

2. Rule 4 of the rules notified under G.0., dated 1st July 1893, No. 580 made
it compulsory to obtain a license for fishing within the limits of the protected areq and
the fee for such license was fixed by rule 5 at Rs. 30. These rules were supersedéd b
those contained in the notification appended to (+.0., dated 10th J anuary 1894, No, 7
under which a license is required only for hunting or shooting game (rule 4); rules 7
and 8 empower the Collector to prohibit the capture of fish or the doing of certain actg
for the capture or destruction of fish within the scheduled area, but do not authorise
him to issue any licenses for fishing. It would appear therefore to have been the in-
tention of Government to permit fishing except in closed waters or in the close season
without license and free of charge, but the form of license prescribed under the old
rules not having been altered, the Collectors of Coimbatore and the Nilgiris and the
Conservator of Forests, Southern Circle, and their subordinates have been led into a
misapprehension that a fee of Rs. 30 is leviable to which they naturally take exception.

3. If the Board’s construction of the new rules is correct, the form of license
should be revisetl so as to remove all doubt in the matter.

(True Copies and Extract.)

(Signed) L. M. WYNCH,
Secretary.
To the Secretary to Government, Revenue Department.

»  Collector of Nilgiris.

»  Collector of Coimbatore.

»  Conservator of Forests, Southern Circle.

OrpEr—dated 8th June 1894, No. 401, Revenue.

The Board’s presumption that in
issuing a revised set of rules, for the
[ regulation of hunting, shooting and
fishing in the Nilgiri district and adjoining areas, it was the intention of Govera-
ment to permit fishing without any license, is correct. The order embodying the
new rules (G.O., dated 10th January 1894, No, 7) omitted to preseribe a new form
of license, and the Collectors of Nilgiris und Coimbatore were accordingly under
the impression that the form, used under the previous orders, was still in force, and
that the fee of Rs. 30, required for a hunting and shooting license, should also be
demanded from all would-be fishermen.

2. The Government now resolves to issue the amended form of license appended
to this order. It will be observed that the limits prescribed in the Order of January
1894, already quoted, have been entered on the front of the license, and that the
period, for which the license is available, has also to be endorsed thereon, On the
reverse of the license the conditions have been altered so ag to correspond with the
revised rules,

Forest No. 152,

2 8t June 1894, No. 401, REVENUE.

%

4. Now if total prohibition of fishing, other $han 'by rod and line, is considered’
necessary in the public interest, as part of a scheme for increase of the total fish-food
supply for the people at large, 1 would not oppose the measure and the fisherman, like
the hand-weaver, must suffer till he changes his trade.

6. But I do not think this is the fact in the present case. It seems to me that
the prohibition is enacted for the convenience of a small body of planters, officers on
leave and tourists. I quite admit that some day I may myself be the officer on leave
and find the professional fisherman a most objectionable person. Nevertheless I doubt
if it was the intention of Government to abolish the fisherman for the benefit of the
above body.

6. I have the honour therefore to request that the Board will be pleased to
recommend Government to sanction the continuance of the Rs. 5 license, or better, or
one-rupee license coupled with any such reasonable restrictions as to capture of im-
mature fish, size of net, close time, &c., as may be decided on by Government.

7. I need hardly point out that the Collector of Nilgiris is already empowered by -
Notification No. 487 of 26th October 1891, reproduced in paragraph 6 of the rules
contained in Notification No. 40 in question, to reduce the amount of fee to Rs. 6 in
the case of certain persons on a certain condition.

o

Read—the following letter from J. D. REES, Esq., c.LE., Collector of Nilgiris, to the
Secretary to the Commissioners of Land Revenue, dated 13th April 1894,

No. 139 : —

With reference to rule 5 of the rules contained in the Government Notification
No. 40, dated 10th January 1894, published at pages 118—115 of the Fort St. George
(fazette, dated 30th January 1894, Part I, I have the honour to enquire whether the
same fee (viz., Rs. 30) is payable for a license to capture fish as for a shooting license
and in that case to represent that such fee is prohibitive.

2. The form of license under sections 21 and 26 of Act V of 1882, sanctioned
by Government in G.0., No. 580 of 1st July 1893, is headed ¢ License to hunt, shoot
and fish,” but rule 5 alluded to supra is silent as regards the fee fixed for fishing.
Moreover, the Bhavéni and Moyar rivers come within the purview of these rules as
they now stand. Apparently the words *and capture fish” should be inserted after
the words ¢ to shoot game ”” in the first line of rule 5. But a petition has been received
from certain inhabitants of Méttupdlaiyam who live in part by fishing and they
represent that they have been in the habit of paying Rs. 6 to the Coimbatore Collector
for license to fish and cannot pay Rs. 30 which the I_{ullar quester has told them
they have to pay. The Méttupdlaiyam Ranger has seized their mnets and taken the
owners before the Méttupdlaiyam Sub-Magistrate. I have asked the Collector of
Coimbatore to stay proceedings pending receipt of orders on this reference and I would
suggest that a fee certainly not exceeding Rs. 10 be levied for a license to fish in the
waters coming under the rules as they now stand. These fishermen have been
previously in the habit of paying Rs. 5 to the Coimbatore Collector for fishing in such
portions of the river as lie within reserved forest. But now a permit will cover the
whole river and as the area of water is so much greater and as these men fish with
nets and not rods, perhaps Rs. 10 is not too much, but it is certainly quite enough.
As the persons affected are inhabitants of Coimbatore, I have .for‘warded copy of this
letter to the Collector of that district with a request that he will, if he thinks proper,
also address Government on this subject.

3. From a Nilgiri point of view Rs. 10 may be right ; no Nilgiri people live by
fishing, but I should not like to recommend that fee unless supported by the Collector

 of Coimbatore and if it is sanctioned, I think the Collector should be authorised to
issue licenses for a quarter and-a-half year as well as for the whole year, and possibly
'a provision should be added to the effect that the Collector shall have authority at his
' discretion to reduce the payment to Rs. 5 in the case of any person whose ordinary

means of livelihood are fishing. 1In that case the Collector could deal with these peti-
tioners without exacting from them any fee higher than that they now pay.
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GOVERNMENT OF MADRAS.

REVENUE DEPARTMENT.

Reap*—the following Proceedings of the Board of Revenue (Land Revenue), dated
12th May 1894, Forest No. 660, Mis. :—

Read—the following letter from R. D. BROADFOOT, Esq.,
Coimbatore, to the Secretary to the Commissioners of

Acting Collector of
Land Revenue, dated

19th April 1894, No. 109 :—

According to the schedule to Madras Act IT of 1879 (the N ilgiris Game and Fish

Preservation Act) the north bank of the Bhavéni river formed a portion of the boup.
dary of that district for the purpose of the said Act.

2. Rules under section 21 (5) of the Madras Forest Act V_of 18?2 were framed
on 6th December 1886 and declared applicable to certain areas including thfa Nilgiris
Game and Fish Preservation Act area and the fee for a license (to be obtained from

* (Raised to Rs. 30 as regards the area to
which the Nilgiris Game and Fish Preser-
vation Act Il of 1879 extended by noti-
fication No. 418 of 16th September 1891.)

the Collector of Nilgiris) to hunt, shoot
and fish in the said areas was fixed at
Rs. 15,* whereas the fee for a license (to
be obtained from the Collector of the dis-

trict concerned) to hunt, shoot and fish in

any reserved forest outside the aforesaid areas has been only Rs. 5—uwide rules under
the above-quoted section of the Madras Forest Act published at page 704 of the Fort

S8t. George Gazette, dated 23rd October 1885,
pélaiyam fished in the portion of the Bhav4ni rive
of this district on payment of Rs. 5 for a licens

Accordingly the fishermen of Méttu-
r running through the reserved forests
e to do so and free of charge in the

remaining portion of the rivers outside those forests ;
Fort St. George Gazette, of the notification of Govern
No. 40, the payment of Rs. 30 for a license (to be

Nilgiris) is necessary. Hence a number of fishermen o

but since the appearance, in the
ment, dated 10th January 1894,
obtained from the Collector of
t Méttupdlaiyam have addressed

me complaining of the hardship they are subjected to by having to take out a license on

payment of Rs. 80. I referred the petition to my District Forest-officer, South
Coimbatore, for remarks, and he submitted the subjoined office-note :—

No. 37 of 9th April 1894.
Returned to the Collector with the following remarks :—

Doubtless at one time fishing was allowed in the Bhavéni river free of all charge for
licenses.

After certain areas were constituted reserved forest, viz., th
blocks, through which the Bhavéni river flows, it became necessary
should take out a license to do so, the cost of which was Rs. 5.

e Kandiyur and Sundapatti
that persons wishing to fish
From Nellithorai, %.6., the

junction of the two blocks of forest above mentioned to Sirumugai, no Pass was necessary until
this year, when from Notifications Nos. 40—43 of 10th January 1894, in the Fort St. George
Gazette, I noticed that the areas included in the N ilgiris Game Act have been extended to the
south bank of the Bhavéni river, whereas until this notification appeared the northern bank of
the river was the limit. Hence under the abovementioned notifications no fishing can be
allowed without a Nilgiri license costing Rs. 80. I think the case a hard one.

3. I agree in the above opinion and venture respectfully to point out that a
licensé of Rs. 30 to a native professional fisherman would about correspond to a pro-
fessional tax of quarter lakh to a Me_mber of the Board. It is a prohibitive sum, he
cannot pay it and live by his profession.




REvENUE DEPARTMENT.

PROCEEDINGS OF THE MADRAS GOVERNMENT.

Read
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REvENUE DEPARTMENT.

PROCEEDINGS OF THE MADRAS GOVERNMENT.
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