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the old. ﬂ%g_ntion and that the latter should be raised with reference tothe improved state of its

e 5
=]

7. The Board have boen thus minute in traging the proe

cedings of Mr. Chase for sevet:;ﬂ :

Treasons,
“shew thatPhelocal authorities haye ample means within the

ey not only evince the praiseworthy attention of Mr, Chase to this parto

fhis duty but

uieac‘h of securing the just rights of Go-=_

& more accurate arrangements ofa gé:

t inreturn for the large outlay incurred, pending
IntheCommissioner’s Proceedings, 20th May 1856, No. 372, it wasparticularly pointed
‘ =7 out to thethen Acting Collector that his proposition
for imposing an additional tax was good onlyasa
beginning,  but -that the orders of Government
FERTRE RN pointed to something of a more fixed and permanent
character, and in para. 3 of those Proceedings the opinion of the Acting Collector was asked as
to whether an uniform rate of water-tax was applicable to all soils, and he was directed to
jonce a Register of laads for 1 or 2 villsges according to Statement A. of tl.1e new
or age accounts, in which each parcel of land or fiold would be shewn with the
- assessment, both present and that proposed to be added with refarence to the improved atate»af
s ﬁu‘mppl# iyh Mr. Kuox has altogether overlooked these orders, observing sxmp}:yﬂuu: =
I e the Proceedings in question “ coutained neither instructions mot -
comments on the matter.” The Board cannot pass over without %
‘ ) notice this want of close attention to the subject on the part of Mr.
Kaox. The instruetions ?ﬂﬁéd to the local authorities from tlte beginping have not bee
' and the practical arrangements made By the Head Assistant, Mr. Chase shew, tha,t the
revenue officers was to set to work at once and carry outinstructions already reeeived.

Mysuiipatain, 126h in N. €. Dy.
May 1856, No. 51. &
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r, Chase’s proposal to adhere to. the existing system of tatams in talooks, alrenﬂ): paa:ﬁy =
. irrigated is in aceordance with the instructions of the Board
Tth August, in C. 5th eontained in para. 5 of their Proceadings, dg;ed 5th Octo-
5%, No. 157. ‘ber 1857, No. 3383, In talooks to be altogether new
& 2 rigated, the Board observed, the charge for annicut

tothe ordinary dry assessment was to be a fixed rate of Rupees 2-

sent with a like sum in addition when a second crop is raiscd, m

4/per acre for two crops, but ryots willing to compou d might be P s
cases re was to be Rupees 4 peracte whether two crops wer
8 - _ of Guntoor, but it might be modified if necessary, ih}M s&ﬂed,.m,sui&*‘m);f :
o , ~ circungtgnees existing in the district of Masulipatam. 2

ends to pursue in Tutare has not been
évy extra revenue on web
coneluding para. of his le
rove Sulee
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| ORrpER THEREON, No. 329; dated 12th March 1858,
il LS these proceedings, the Board submit a letter from the Acting Colleetor of Masuli-

W"'» reporting the progress made in laying a water cess on the lands in that District whifihave
received water from the Kistnah and Godavery since the construction of the Annicuts, The
Question much attention, has given rise to such opposing views, and

¢ to the present financial interests of the State, and, as it

olonel Cotton’s principles of irrigation, of such consequence

vernment propose togreview the Acting Collector’s letters

w!ﬂ'e at length, than the Board of Revenue have done, and, in so doing, will have to state more

strongly than the Board havesdone, their dissatisfaction at the present aspect of affairs, and their
@isapproval of Mr,. Knox's views, ; : :

+ 2 The Acting Collector opens his Report with a statement Of ;
the returns expected from the Annicut by Captain Lake, but as
,Captain Lake's plan was not adopted, and as the work eventually

e AT { ]|
considerably higher than was proposad by that officer, his anticipations of results i

o el 1 5, and having no bearing on the ques-

; V,H,QW at issue, need not b taken into consideration. The Acting Collector takes occasion to

idently nmhing whatever to do with the actual fac

7 u’“{ in England, for every tep acres of land ploughed or grazed, three G‘.lm‘"y i -wm“m“d;
f left absolutely waste, he doss not give his authority for a statement, which is certainly
1 to doubt. ‘ ] | AR

i ! P ‘ ."H:“
he appears to wish to argue
BN " o, e
navigabl eanals, an assumption of Mr, Knox's which, in the opinion of Government, is wholly p
erroneous, the. fact of their having been made, at extra cost, to answer the double purpose,

‘e cessatily have falsified all the caleulations of profit, which were basqﬂ. as Mr. Knox

- iy

|
-

ntion ‘that ﬂie irrigating channels should ‘I‘P “[L

; PG XA
on ;he returns from irrigation alope, Bat this does not follow, thi,‘isturm‘:freﬁ.}@n, i
y Whenever they may be fully obtained, will consist of a certain proportion of the ﬁﬁ% o

gross prodice of the land, the value of that produce will be greater as tbem&n&ofﬁf& i
¢ improved, and as the general valus has. boen raised by canal communication, so.

t share be increased. Whatever may be a faic assessment for irrigation
f. t‘"ﬂfethmd‘for-irriga:ion and navigation combined, and supposing :hﬂﬂm
reting Colleator's supposition were corréet, aud that it was not originally con '
e navization with irrigation, it would not follow that the caleulations of
040y way vitiuted by the adoption of the dou
would have been gi'm'ﬂ'; themuqu i
b L T f v““ﬁv”‘ i N .‘v “3:' ]
phs 9 and 10, the Acting Collector enters statements to
om the Godavery from Fusly 1262 to 1266, and from th
» and from this statement it would appear that, in five
over only 7399 acres, and the Kistoah water in two
cxhibized another statement which gives a differen
3 W92 ucres as the extent of dry land eonvert

1
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lands watered from the Kistnah, while under the Godavery about 10 annas and 10 Piee ¥
charged to Enamdars, and Rs. 1 annas 8 to Government ryots.

f @%Whﬂa much useless discussion is entered into by the Aecting Collector, his Report is
singularly deficient on all points of importance, the Government are not informed of the means
;hat werg adopted to ascertain the avea watered by either river, of the measures taken t0 28
gexam f-‘ﬂe_ PNduc‘e of the lands watered, and the value of their crop, of the principles Whicb
haye gfnded Mr. Kuox in the distinetion he has apparently made between the Enamdars lt\ld
t_he (ﬁ)\‘lernment, ryot, so greatly in favor of the former, or why it is that no reveniag
appears m any of his figured statements as having been derived from the Zemindars oF other
large Proprietors, ‘

'6. In the 14th paragraph of his letter, the Aeting Collector says that, as under the joint
339‘.tmg system the rents are always fixed one year in advance, the Collector cannot increase
t&?:gtdi::ﬁx“d ‘on account of benefits derived from the Annicuts, and he appears to'advagcﬁ
W.'rn'men'tp i G ":‘?"."“_m‘;“i-' .fm'. the $mall return hitherto obtained in Masulipata'm. The -
the rént is m:(;’ ‘ t;dl;“ t41re s le; the village rents are fixed for the land as it 1s at the u:]::
fact that the re:,t n‘f‘t;gi’ b'y the aid of Government works, the state of the land is ch’an_g’d’ it
PR e:)r‘& "l“ﬂge'has been fixed offers no bar whatever to the demand of 8 ‘:Va‘:;;
R ppo}:r. tf'{: Z of this, the Acting Collector's omission to demand a water cess e

ki, Fom e sivet eve T (a0t that the village rents had been fixed prior to walst iy
has always been th;’rev‘e“_ were .the general principle such as Mr, Knox supposes, b'e‘cauS_G 5
water during the ﬁmu :a;“MI}‘Jah?“%ndl‘y, Masulipatam and Guntoor, to make no ¢harge ?:
water cess in the _geévonyd : lts‘ being taken, ?nd it is obvious that no bar to the col'lectmn of
vious year, seeing that Ize? it 'h“_ﬁ'gmen from the rent having been fixed in the pre-
for the subsequent year, for ﬂi"&fy = 'a-_ﬂ.oance Wk el ks sy A ASIED HHE ”’::
itrigation, , » *or all the laud which would then have ‘been in its second year! >

in Fusly 1';5213 ::: g;:fh thf“f' says that the Godavery water was supplied to the land
mhing of importance was don vlmer m F"ﬂf 1265, and he admits, in his 15th vpmgr&?hv'

o
v r" g,

what it should have been,
Tyl TR KO A - !
16 Fudy 1967 L';i.'f;t}:s::ﬂg‘ paragraph, indeed, the Acting Collector states that, for

. “ : announced, a3’ a besinni . rAl8 of 2

it i B R‘.‘Pf“‘lﬂ acre’was to be levied on ’all 4 eginning, that an extra wate el

Ay bilc“r "wtb’ f butn:[t 1s added, that occas 4
il ility™ | before M Frassh s 4o.s .

 water cess, and mwh&t‘;’:am‘ﬁ::ge On What principle 2 Rupees an acre was fixed as the

. o where told. S on e area watered was to be determined, the Government ?

LUl e tewsdayi

lector appears to have entirely appi‘tgﬁ :

I H fssned an order for the imposition ol bl
%o make ‘he::tt::hdf? W@ﬂﬁﬂm into wet, and that the Head AsSIS

e Sk FHE, aird ,ﬂﬁmg that the ‘result of the' Collector's OFTF

A.‘.lé"v' T 1< P , = i ] b
i ‘as to raise ﬂ:emasmen‘e.m-qewly itrigated dry land above Y0

y When Acting Collector,

1

ENOVIIONS Sherenss ¢ :
iy _ tothe ‘demand, and “aceordingly limited the extrd

1y usele ,%hth‘ﬂteg'?i:m”s,” ‘and compliance with them ¢ inpr?

ctibns, by ﬁting e complete refutation of his own arguments, and 81°8
St f‘ﬁ“beBu*“”" I,m’ml?ﬁs» precisely the very demand which, for ¥¥
R m’“’:’mﬁub}c‘-aﬁ& useless ;” he is quoted in the: i ]

.....

p land converted into wet, whether é‘:" ‘
100 was not found to apply the rule, and * test its appie®”

f‘@'fﬁéﬁgiﬁ'“‘”“nm only impracticable but perfectly “”I?i,_*; 3 .

e s oY, ;_m".‘ i ,] ‘ai $ i
mand wh Mr. Ohase thus departed from the Collector’s instr® W

* raigi

VAR e it P A AP
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paragraph of Mr. Knox's letter as saying, I put only one Rupee an acre almost on all dry
“Jands converted into wet for this Fusly, and fixed 2 Rupees an acre for next Fusly.”

-4 & ; . . - . e . - .

10. This was in the Pentapaud talook, in Ralingy, having received Mr. Knox's permission

to exercise his “ discretion,” Mr. Chase placed a water cess of one Rupee an acre for the
current Fusly on all land paying a dry assessment of less

The Cuily is from 15 fo 17 acres. than 40 Rupees a Cutty, or about 25 Rupees an acre, to
be doubled in the ensuing year, and eight annas and 1
Rupee for the ctirrent and following years respectively, on all Jand already assessed at more
than 40 Rupees the Cutty. Other rules were introduced by Mr. Chase in the exercise of the
“discretion” left to him by the Acting Collector which will be noticed presently. :

11. Tt appears therefore that the late Acting Collector Mr. Fraser having ordered that a
uniform charge of 2 Rupees an agre should be made for watet supplied by Government, half
that sum only was demanded in Fusly 1266, because the imposition of the whole would have

“raised the assessment on the lang newly converted fronr dry to wet, above that of the land usu-
ally cultivated with paddy, and that even this reducéd charge was halved in the case of all
land already assessed higher than 21 Rupees an acre. ‘The system followed by Mr, Chase was
erroneous throughout. Land hitherte restricted to the production of dry crops from the want
of all means of irrigation may be, and frequently is, far superior in quality to other land which,
differently situated, and having a command of water, has always produced paddy, and to de-
mand a very low water cess on such land, solely because the imposition of a fair rate would raise
the assessment above the mameol wet land, is wholly unreasorable.  That the land has borne @
high dry assessment is a proof of its good quality, and as good land, when irrigated, becomes
‘more valuable in even a greater proportion than bad land, were any alteracion to be made in the
fate of water cess, it should be raised rather thas'lowered. But Mr. Chase’s proceedings, even

") in other respects, carry error on the face of them, a cutty contains from 15 to 17 acres, and as-
suming the mean, or 16 acres, his arrangement has gesulted in putting a water cess of 16 Rupees
fhe culty on dry land assessed at 89 Rupees, and ‘8 Rupees the cutty on that assessed at 40 Ru-
pees, a difference of T Rupee in the dry assessment causing a difference of 8 Rupees in the water
€ess, the difference being moreover in favor of the better land.

‘12, Fhat this system should have been adopted is matter for serious regret. The Govern-

- ment had supposed that it was now sufficiently well known that land was to be assessed accord-

’% %o its productive power, and had hoped that no Revenue officer in the present day would
- ?mve advocated the reduction of the assessment on one field, because that assessment was too high
' tf’ be borne by another field, 1t is perfectly well known that in Rajahmundry, a great propor=

tion of the dry lands were more highly assessed than some of the wet lands ; the Jatter were swamps
tlmt. could not be drained, or had so precarious a command of water, that a full erop was never
realized ; this was not improbably the case with the wet lands in Pentapad, the lbwf assessment ne-
cessarily borne by which:has now, under Mr. Chase's system, fegulated the demand en the rich

? ‘"_d productive soils which have received regular irrigation from the Godavery, are provided

with thorough drainage, and are protected by embankments from flood, -

i 13. But, as has been said above, Mr. Chase has himself afforded the best practical refuta-.
(tion of all his own arguments, for he has assessed on the lands for Fusly 1267, precisely the
sum which for Fasly 1266 he declared to be * enormious, impracticable and useless.” Under
what view it has been considered that land which would have been enormously over-assessed

under a water rate of Rupees an acre in one year, can easily bear the impost i the next, the

Government are not informed, and it is to be feared that sufficient gonsideration was ot given
to the subject, the arrangement was made off hand and was-adopted hastily, and is now reported
to Government without a shadow of argument in its support. Mr. Chase and Mr. Knox wsﬂﬂ
fPP‘*m‘ to haye taken alarm at a great increase of revenue, and thought that its amount indicated
its injustice, without stopping to investigate its cause. 1f by the application of Mr. Fraser'’s

water rate of 2 Rupees an acre the village rent were doubled, it was at once assumed that the
inerease was ¢ enormous,” and no consideration was given to, the fact that, although 'he i
was doubled, the ryots’ profits were probably quadrupled. Throughent Mr. Knos's report there

i is_ 1o sign whatever that he ever went beneath the susface. Land assessed already at 2 B‘.ﬁpeﬂ g

1
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en acre, (40 Rupees a cutty), is considered by the Acting Collector and his Head Assisian

enormously over-burdened when an additional
communication, for thorough drainage,
appears to have given a moment’s cons
ket near and with no water carriage, o
Pees an acre were so Oppressive an ass
represent, it would be im 0. that
should, as represented in the Public Works Commissioner's report, be paying Rupees 30,

wet land in Nellore shoul

d pay Rupees 11-6-2, and that even th: reduced assessments in N;‘:?;
and South Arcot should be stil] Rupees 7-2-5 and Rupees 5-8.7 the acre. The (.}overnme*l:teﬂ
satisfied that these facts have only to be brought before Mr. Kaux to shew him how utferly
fallacious is all that he by

: ¥ is district.
s hitherto rested upon, when determining the assessment of his
14, The distinction which Mr,

2 Rupees is placed upon it, for water, for f;a:sl
and for protection from flood, but neither of t.hese o car.
ideration to what is paid in inland distriets, with nollga
n lands which still bear a high saleable value. ‘lf 43 ul;
essment in Masulipatam as Mr, Knox and Mr. Chase wo

Chase has drawn between Jands paying less, or m};)e 55k
he acre, is contrary to every sound principle, and toll 1 M
ved on the subject. It has been very distinetly S ter i/
» it shall be uniform; that the purpose to which the v;an s
whether taken for one purpose or another, for good land Ot
i ide.
Mr., Chase, in the exercise of his “ discretion,” has wholly set as;{i-a
The Government remark that the distinction between the ‘:0 E’Ima
: ! made in the case of lands irrigated by a channel, was denied to ,
watered by a Pecotal i i sigu ezi Y i |

s and,

regarding another rule introduced by Mr. Chase, namely ‘h“
1o demand whateve

¢ should be made, in fusly 1261, for irrigated land on which
th; se]ed;ad been sown broad £ast, and in fusly 1267, only half the charge o8
A otherland. In the absence of any e : d ing, the Govern=
ment can only remark that it s wholly opposed fﬁi: B ‘
be d; the charge, as |

) b principle under which a water tax shopt
18 explalned abo\re,is for tthater’ and the pwnose to Whicll ‘lt 18 W

ject for consideration, Seed is sown broad cast on wet land, only whea

p is very
raged, in;

such slovenly farming should pe discou
premium o Sessmer

Pl ilsemminiat, stead of receiving, as it has in Masulipatam, thﬂ |

| 16, An error, precisely similar in principle,
| th ‘rule, he states that he decided that there sh
‘ Water supplied for 4 second crop,
the express order of Governy i '
' L homag T _ arently wi
e aPp‘:“aL % i ;oﬁdai::;tm};? 'passed the Acting Collector, apparently W th
charge is made for | ¢ e

™ . ~ ’ i : {a‘ |
e N every Distriet in the Presidency, an estra
har nade t;tSecunﬁ rop on wet land, and h
Tevenue principles, if he does not g0

&l ! 4 N C}'m‘”
Rule 5, is apparent in Mr. Chases
ol ould be no demand made for

ﬂi‘u&h isnO el 4 PR IR L
fdr,x}h:ig:md er gl A W fact of the difference in itself supports the P""mcl?l ¥ i
I atex than the firge Crop, is assessed at only half the same i
PPy of water that coustitutes the ground of charge., i 8
“ chiarged I:ﬂ:‘:: mame rule My, Chase says | that no extra “ assessment ':g"
“sessment ouhue;;?i;"& g Jave: suffreq o e b maéii’il.

il 1 'i@u{n; | le €vent of cultivation, is fixed at @ Rupees ant Wl
ivatec o &, w.ery,‘f‘e“’ a8 Crops are referred to it isto be assumed that Ve
Rl e Msessment ; thay assessment is however not to be raised, but¥
an acre for the future, ‘

. It would appear from this that Mr. Chuse o
iy 7° Qid not raige it, and as he fixed itat a ‘33"“‘“_’%@141'
#ed from what had heen usually charged, this requires €¥*
‘ ﬁ‘pumment will  only remark that effectnal dl::ﬁ;

il 1 » lands hitherto swamps, as imigition may give e
'm‘ hdi.imnnal, ch%%‘fc‘l'rthe béneﬁt:v:hich grn":af ‘public works h?‘fe "‘ﬂ',‘

bt )t “Just«xﬁgb]y in the one case as in the other. i

L

i

in Coimbatore
possible that lands under the Calengaroyen chanuel in Coimba

& » N t»ai f
18 10 be sold for a given sum, this fundamental priseiple:

uncertain ; as soon as water is supplied regularly

this is in opposition to all precedent, and to

. € must have devoted very little ref‘le‘:’ﬁoﬁ 2

‘ | that a charge for water supplied to a first wet crop, 88
0 ground th&t"dm; i 0 Pp o oib L
t the same, but"tﬁé?%va?p‘y o a demand for wager supplied to a second €rOP3

|

g t a
| it profitable or the reverse, but if they take it, they are to pay

Para, 22,

oo s
of 13th March 1858. 9
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] wn for himself was
18. 'The last rule which Mr. Chase appears t.o havs 133;(1‘:15 S
4 : : |
that *mno charge should be made on gingely mllseeue, g
“ crops, as they were new to the Talook.” By noc ain motice how little either
h eant nope:itra. charge, and the Govermment must fgaIISions sl et questions
S . "
:Bolr ;{";—07: or his Head Assistant have benefited by the manc};. msct;s; s A i
; S rears as part of the proceeding ! i
which have been published of late. years as part o e i iy e tole
have known that the system of taxing, or exe}mptmé},J pland g i “t') ad
sment 15 on the ’ 'deration y the
ndamental error, and that the assess o iR -
:t?wn upon the lan;l or what is irrigated by the water, forms no matiel
o Y
Revenue officer.

LPara, 5.

. tatement
! r next quotesa §

19. The Acting Collecto ivation, and the amount of

but it is wholly un-

. \e extent of extra cult ‘

i Z(;tbl}'::s:issmcut fixed on eac'h .vnllraege,red ko presumed i
L ’ i

intelligible to Government. Although it is not saiu 1(‘)r tht)e:i:i;f pcofl);cwr et
refer to fusly 1266, the year on the settlement {'o‘r wh}ch tle ‘1, tﬁe N Shev.“ i
containg a list of 11 villages in Pentapad, and of 24 in Ra mgh ayt,is g el C?‘mm.l’
extent of land in each village according to the Am.ara(‘:}lm, orfw g e -
and the fourth column is headed © excess cultivation, and. or N i
“extra cultivation” is shewn to have been 135, eithef poofxes, (})re Gove,’n i gl
the figured column is headed on an Amaracum of 176. I\o}\]v trlc i L
principle of the joint village rents in Maxulipatzun' that, t eCh L i b 4
village area is made over to the ryots, who may cul:xfate as m:x R w i
therefore fhis * extra cultivation,” amounting to 75 per ;en r.acum 2 repfeseu;ed i .176'"1 th;
o g S ?a‘&maxacum, of extra cultivation, 0
shird column, and as 177 in the last, and the total extent o .ned A
cist on both, and the amount of teerwajasty, are all, at f}mt,l cz:o il
framed in this loose manner are useless, and are discreditable

i s 11l
90, 1In para. 20 is entered a statement of lthe Z}L‘l:a(g}i g
hi 1 4 Mpamool wet lands have.befleﬁt.ed gt i s
which t‘r » On these villages it 1s szld tha iy
e ot ud and two in vy

cesg hias been laid, and they are represented as numbering nine In Pentapa

i
i i land has been converte
but as all are included in the previous list of villages in which dry lan

s i ame, and
y Annicuf remains the s
iftto wet, the number of villages represented inﬁuen_ce:;b :[::- i
] v A4 i € 0 p
is confined to eleven in one talook and twenty-four in

: his Head
21, The Acting Collector next a‘.)p.rovi;ily s‘ilr::x:xfn& per acre
Assi tal;t as saying that the system of raising. ;;th all the funda-
forsﬁae use of water, is COmPlete]y i yaa:;lc;“ one year, and the
: rents iven only ‘
mental rules of the joint rent system; but the wiage e::wﬁvOf the lease, any ?e!’f“‘ ‘hzy
Govermnment are at perfect liberty to introduce, on _a.nys};u be. paid for, may thus stself : ;
pleaag';; a stipulation therefore that Government waterh i T P““g“?h’ whic
fihce ue ot the Soaalaon e syste “;' dT inl;'erted into wet at a rate higher than
' . i ands ¢
refers tp the assumed impropriety of assessing . '
is paid by the usual wet lands, has. been already disposed, of.

23, 'This paragraph refers

Para, 20.

Para. 21,

to the measures adopted for as;zs:;
i it des appear to

i ater rate on enam lands, and different modes app

ll]g a o

ill
Government wil
been followed in different kinds of enam. The

ied to
I ule should be applie
not enter into the detail, but will simply say that P'ecmly fie spma

t as they may fin
take the water or no A
enams as to Government lands ; the Enamdars are free to for it exactly the same rate p

hould be impressed upon
b firs to having himself laid

Para, 23, '

‘ : jal that thisy
acre asis paid by Government tyots. Itis esselllml;l LRI e
the Acting Collector, since in the 19th a3 A tions of enam.
3 water cess of 12 and 4 annas an scre on different descrip

iy Govm*

28, Mr. Knox then adverts to the oulef.sb [:::d&.’; i
i the 20th of October 1857, 'G‘P“Wbﬂdmg .’ﬂl&pt&w,‘ mﬂu,
;en:.hoeunal and becaunse the Government 1a & N

. et . > : g ‘

Ly
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e !
. should be taken, 14

pital [
rule that, for such works, payment of interest.on the C:Pu”" il
i sunk, &l.ld of all current eXpences, was all that would be looked for, the Acting Collecto:: a afiom i
i . inci applied to the Annicu:s, roads, canals, and Comm?fnc SHi
femunerative works, they are the Heﬂeﬁme.: taﬂ“ i
look for them at the hands of the State, and “ ‘];‘M
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