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Proceedings of the Madras Government, Revenue Department,
30tk Janua'ryﬁlSGl.

No. 487. Read the following Proceedings of the Board of Revenue, dated 28th November
1860, No. 5,525:—

Read the following letter from J. I. MINCHIN, Esq., Acting Collector of Kurnool, to J. D,
SIM, Esq., Secretary to the Board of Revenue, Fort Saint George, dated 30th October
1860, No. 172.

SIR,

1. T'have the honor to forward for transmission through the Board, a letter received by the
last Mail from Captain Nelson, addressed to the Secretary to Government, in which he applies
for the same privileges as are accorded to settlers in Pegu—the right to all the wood excepting
Teak growing on the Estate which has been made over to him for a term of years.

2. With reference to the statementin paragraph 2 that measures have been recently taken
to levy a tax on every load of timber from Sidddpar, I have the honor to state that since the
commencement of last year a general tax of one Rupee per bandy load fop ordinary timber, and two
Rupees per load for Teak has been levied throughout the District, in order to prevent the previous
indiscriminate felling of the Nullamalai forests. The measure had no special reference to
Siddépar. :

3. As appealed to in paragraph 6 of Captain Nelson’s letter, I have no hesitation in stating
that I consider his enterprise one of the highest usefulness to the nomade population ‘that have
hitherto wandered through the jungles in which he has settled, and a few of whom he has reclaimed.
The continued unhealthiness of the station forces me to speak with less confidence of the
probability of his permanently restoring this‘ deserted tract of country to cultivation, b

4. In his attempt Captain Nelson has sacrificed his own health, which after a long stfﬁgé.le
he was obliged to return to England, to recruit. During his enforced absence [ fear that his enter-
prise has greatly suffered, and that when he returns to India early next year, as he has determined
to do, he will have to go over his work ngain from the beginuing, with but little benefit beyond
that of increased experience from his previous labours, :

5. The Government may be satisfied that any pecuniary advantages granted to Captain
Nelson will be devoted by him sacredly to the object on which his life is cast. That object is 6;,e
of unquestionable public utility, as well as of great personal risk, and under such peculiar circums
stances, I venture to recommend Captain Nelson's request to the favorable consideration of the
Board and Government. . e O

6. It would of course be necessary for the sake of principle to take measures to prévent
the timber on Captain Nelson’s forests from being exhausted, or even felled more rapidly than the
others in the District. I would suggest, therefore, that any system of taxation, or conservation
adopted in the rest of the District, should be enforced in Captain Nelson’s territory, but that the
machinery and profits of collection should be left in his own hands. I am confident that such 5
privilege would never be abused by him for his mere personal profit, as his love for his jungles
would restrain him, if he had no other motive. '

7. Asduring Captain Nelson’s absence from the country such a privilege granted to his

native Manager might be liable to abuse, I would only recommend that it should be granted from
the date of Captain Nelson’s return to take personal charge of his Estate,

—

From Captain F. NELSON, of Siddaptr and Peddacherru, to J. D. BOURDILLON, Esq.,
Secretary to Government, Fort Saint George, dated London, 4th September 1860.
SIR, : : s @
1. The operations of the Irrigation Com pany will almost immediately be felt, and the value
of timber and bamboos on my lands will certainly become of importance.
2. In a letter received from Biarlooty by last Mail, I am informed that the Collector of the
District is already taking measures in regard to a tax on every load of timber from Siddapfr.

3. In my original proposal to Government. to clear and cultivate the lands of Siddépar and

Peddacherru, the question of timber was eutirely‘overlooked by me in consequence of its then
comparative worthlessness, .
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