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No. L. Read the following Extract from the Proceedings of the Board of Revenue, dated
30th July 1858, No. 2894,

" Read again letter from the Acting Collector of Ma-

Tn Cons. 19th June 1858. sulipatam, dated the 26th April 1858, offering explana-

In Cons. 15th March 1858. tions with reference to the Extract Minutes Consultation

of Government dated 12th March 1858, No. 329, R. D.,

relative to the Teerwa Jastee, levied on account of the improved irrigation of the Masulipatam
District, in consequence of the Annicuts erected across the Godavery and Kistna Rivers.

Read letter from the Collector of Masulipatam,

Tn Cons. 30th July 1838. dated the 26th May 1858, submitting further explana-
: tion on some of the more prominent points adverted to

in the Minutes of Consultation mentioned above, and applying for instructions as to the demand
of Extra Cess from the Nozeed Zemindar, and also for usual wet lands now receiving Annicut

water.

(Here enter No. 102.)

In Cons. 30th July 1858, No. 204t " Read letter from the Collector of Masulipatam,
dated the 7th July 1838, submitting further remarks
and questions relative to the Cess on account of Annicut water.

: (Here enter No. 131.)

Read also letter from the Director of Revenue Settlement, dated the 19th June 1858, com-
municating his sentiments relative to the assessment to be imposed .on the lands in the Masuli-
patam District, irrigated from the channels of the Kistnah Annicut.

(Here enter No. 320.)

{ The letter first recorded, is, from Mr. T. J. Knox,

08l Nov. 1857, in Cons. 03rd Jan. ~ the late Acting Collector of Masulipatam, who submit-
1858. ted the report on the results of the Kistnah and Godave-
In-Cons. 15th March 1858. vy irrigation, commented on in the Extract Minutes Con-
Para. 4. sultation of Government dated the 12th March last. The

observasions it contains are very brief. e explains the

difference between two Statements embodied in his former letter ; states that the Pootty of land

contains 10 Acres, 24 Koonsums, and that an assessment of 40 Rupees per Pootty, would be

Rupees 312, or, with the addition of a water cess of Rs.
Para. 6. 2, Rupees 5-12 per acre, whereas the average assessment
in Tanjore, is shewn by the Report of the Commissioners

in the Public Works Department, to be Rupees 43 per acre ; and with the view of proving that
there was no neglect in the endeavour to procure a return for the expenditure on the works of
i ¥ [ o,

rnishes a Statement shewing that, cqmpa;red with Fusly

Pora. T - o500 ; increase in the villages commanded by channel irri-
Fusly 1268. - of Rupees 60,129 le in villages not so commanded, the
RS “only Rupe " He also informs the Board, with

‘erence to the remarks of (Gov rnment on . ‘» ng e cted less than the rate design:

y Mr. Fraser, that Mr. Fraser’s order was never sent Pentapaud Talook, and that wheh

©. Chase reached the Talook, he crops had been harvested, and the Ryots were then unwilling
“amount, f:_;r which they ha 1 forew rned to consider themselves liable.

he ohly portion of is 1 tte g for particular remark, is, the comparative State-

nue 1 ; 68, Board do not understand whether the in-
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crease shewn in the villages irrigated from the Annicuts, is, an enhancement of the village-rents

over and above the additional assessment, exhibited in Statement

In Cons. 23rd Jan. 1858. E. of para 120f the Acting Collector’s letter, of the 28th Novem-
: ber 1857. 1If not, it does not seem to present a more favorable
view of the results of the works than that formerly given, for according to the Statement E. ad-
verted to above, the excess in Fusly 1267, amounted to Rupees 56,583. T besides the Teerwa

.‘]astee entered in Statement E. the rents of Fusly 1268, had risen to 60,000 Rupees higher than
in Kusly 1265, the result is more satisfactory. :

3. The second and third letters are from Mr. W, Knox, who had succeeded Mr. T. J.

3 ] : Kuox in the charge of Masulipatam. With
Dated the 26th March 1858, Enc. No. 1, in  the And letter, he forwards a letter® from Mr.

Jrom Collector 26th May in Con. 301, July  Chase, in explanation of his Proceedings which

1858. had been unfavorably noticed by Government.
4. Inreference to the lio] i DF

, . 1 ; ght water-Cess imposed on Enam,

26th May iz Con. 301 July 1858. in comparison with Government-]ands, Mr. Knox remarks

Paras. 3 and 4. that it was prob

tobady of 1 to 3

dars, He makes further observations on the mat(
the relevancy, They would observe that whether Enam land be bighly or lowly assessed, the
levy of an equal water-Cess with that imposed on Governmem-lanfls of 1hs dimid description,
would not really alter the proportion; since the water js am addition to the value of both Go-
vernment and Enam-land, which was not originally contemplated. The grant by Government to

the Enamdar, was the difference between the Quit-Rent actually imposed, and the full assessment
of his land in its state at the time of the grant,—and that difierence he will still enjoy, though he
should be charged the same price for water as the Government-Ryot.

Para, 2. The Board do not agree with Mr. Chase, in thinking that this would

be virtually depriving the Enamdar of his Enam, F

5. The explanation given by My, Chase of his confining the demand

Para, 3. of Teerwa Jastee in Pentapaud, to half the rate designed by Mr, Fraser,

is, the Board consider satisfactory ; and under “the circumstances, they

think that Government will be disposed to excuse the imposition of the same rate in Ralunghy.

He states that he visited every village in which extra assessment had been demanded, and found
that many were suffering from want of drainage.

ably dictated by & regard to the heavy Cut-
Rupees per acre, paid by many of the Enam-
er, of which the Board have failed to perceive

6. The Board consider that Mr. Chase gives no good reason for his

Para. 7, opinion, that the levy of a lower rate of water-cess for Paddy sown Jpgo}d-

cast, would not encourage slovenly farming. The Revenue authorities

should bear in mind, that the charges is for water according to a rough Estimate of the quantity

used, and is not at all to be regulated by the probable result of any particular mode of agricul-
ture, a matter dependant entirely on the will of the Ryot.

7. Mr. Chase states that he exacted 1o cess for the 2nd crop, as he

Para. 8. thought that if the Ryot paid for water for the Ist crop, he was entitled

to as much water as he could get. This argument is evidently futile, un-

less the cess for-the 1st crop, was in fact aconsolidated one, leaving it to the option of the Ryot

to cultivate one or more crops as he might think proper.

8. The reduced charge on land cultivated with Gingely-Oil Seed, Onions, &ec., is explain«
ed to have been regulated by the smaller quantity of water required. This reason does not

seem opposed to the principle laid down by Government, and the Board will again advert to the
point hereafter.

9. In this para. Mr, Chase mentions, that, bis observation that the Extra Assessment on dry
land converted to wet, was opposed to the principle of the

Para. 12. Joint-Rent-System,—was intended to apply to the single year

in which it was first levied. The Board are not surs that they

fully comprehend the illustration which follows, It would seem that either in Fusly 1265 or
Fusly 1266, the Village-rents were increased in consideration of the Annicut water, in addition
to which in Fusly 1266, a special Extra Cess was also taken on this account, and that Mr. Chase

Cor
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Fort Saint George, Revenue Consultation of 28t September 1858.
defends the lowness of this Extra Assessmeut (one Rupee per Acre) on account of the previous
enhancement of the Village-rents for the same cause, and of the Ryots not having been led to
expect any Extra ch;irgc._ If this be his meaning, Mr. Chase would appear to lm\:e considered

that the levy of any Extra charge whatever in Fusly 1266,

E. M. C.of Government {2th in Con. was unwarranted ; the rents of that year having been fix-
15th March 1858. % ed on the understanding thar there would be an additional
Para. 19. supply of water, and the Board do not understand the ex-

planation offered by the Collector, that he (Mr. Chase)

From Collector 26th May in Con. 30th “ gave all the lands of the Village to the Villagers on

July 1858. ‘“ the rent agreed for, but when he found by actual
Para. 7. *“ measurement, that a larger number of Acres were cul-

““ tivated than were returned by the Curnums, he charg-

*“ ed Teerwa Jastee on the number then found, and this he called excess cultivation.” To re-

move the obscurity in which the measure was involved, it should have been explained, when the

Joint-Rent was fixed, whether at the close of the preceding year, or sometime afterwards. As

regards Fusly 1266, there was probably an omission at the time of settling the rent, to stipulate

for Extra Cess on account of dry land converted to wet, by Anicut water ;and the Sub-Collector

) unwilling to forego the water-Cess altogether, (though to do so,

Lrom Mr. Chase, para. 12. was required in consequence of such omission, by the principle of

: - the Joint-Rents,) fixed it low to obviate complaints. In the
agreement for the Rent of Fusly 1267, the omission would appear to have been supplied.

10. Having noticed the most important of the explanations submitted by the Revenue
authorities of Masulipatam, the Board now proceed to consider the several points on which
Mr. Knox applies for instructions. In so doing, they will take them not exactly in the order
in which they are mooted, but, in that in which they can most easily be disposed of.

11. The first question is “ what water-rate shall be imposed on Government dry-land

“ converted into wet, and whether it shall be uniform on all descriptions of lands, or vary with .

¢ the class.”
12, Having failed to obtain reliable returns of
From Collector Tth in Con. 30th profits, the Collector suggests that two Rupees an acre
July 1858, paras. 1, 2, 3. is as high a rate as can be borne: He h.ezitrs that the ryots
in Guntoor have expressed their inability to pay more.

13. The Board observe, that, for dry-land converted into wet, the Ryots in Guntoor are
stated, in the letter from the Director of Revenue Settlement, recorded at the
Para. 4 head of these Proceedings, to pay a consolidated Teerwa Jastse of four Ru-
pees the acre, which gives them the privilege of using water for a 2ud crop,
without extra payment. Mr. Newill expresses himself favourably to the same arrangement being
carried out in Masulipatam ; but, as Government had ruled in para.
In Con, 15th March 18538. 33, of Extract Minutes Consultation of Government of 12th March
1858, that the 2d crop is to bear a cess equal to half that of the
Ist crop, he suggests that if the Ist crop be charged Rupees 3 annas 8, and the 2d, Rupee 1
annas 12, making for both Rupees 5-4 ; it would, if added to a moderate dry assessment, form by
no means an excessive wet-assessment. Where villages are already partially irrigated, the plan
in Guntoor, which has been approved by Gevernment, has been to impose a wet-assessment on
the newly converted lands, according to the wet tarams existing in the‘ vill.age. Thfzse ar-
rangements were proposed for imitation in Masulipatam, with such modifications as might be
necessary, in the Board’s Proceedings of the 5th October 1857 ; but, although they were adverted
toin the Board’s Proceedings of the 23d January following submitted to Government, the
Government expressed no opinion as to their propriety ; but without reference t(? them, ordergd
that a water-cess should be exacted, on a calculation of the ad-
Para. 33. vantages derived from the additional-irrigation, Canal communica-
tions, drainage, and embankments ; and that the second crop should

be assessed at half the cess upon the first.

14. If, on the one hand, however, the (Government omitted to confirm the orders of the
Board alluded to above, they did not on the other, in any way condemn them. Accordingly, as
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the Director of Revenue Settlement approves of their being carried out, at all events partially,
the Board are of opinion that they should be acted upon, so far as they are not opposed - to the
directions given by the Government. It will be necessary in the obse.rvance of this condition,
that a separate Teerwa Jastee should be fixed for the first and second crops, grown in villages
newly irrigated ; and’the Board are of opinion that the rates already suggested, viz. 3 Rupees 8
annas for the first erop, and 1 Rupee 12 annas for the secondy will not in general be found
too heavy. They will not, however, insist upon this being universally adopted, but leave it to
the Collector’s discretion, to lower it where he may be convinced that it will be too high. In
villages containing old wet-lands, the Guntoor plan of assessing the new wet-lands accortzling to
the existing Tarams may be followed, the Board think, without running counter to the intention

of Government. Possibly, however, the arrangements already made by Mr. Knox may present
a bar to the adoption of this course ; the Board therefore will

on this point. If the Taram-system is followed, an extra-
crop, unless the old-lands pay a consolidated Teerwa.

allow him to use his discretion
cess should be taken for a second

15. The question next in importance, is, whether old wet-land is to be charged Teerwa
Jastee. 'The Board entertain no doubt that in many instances, these benefit considerably by the
Improved irrigation and Canal-communication, and where a second-crop is raised on single-crop
land, the second-crop-cess, fixed at half that obtained for the first, ¥
bat it will be so difficult to appreciate the amount of adv
the Board think that it will be better to defer any
received for the first-crop on account of the impr

should certainly be exacted ;
antage derived in other respects, that
enhancement of the wet-Teerwa already
oved supply and other advantages, till the Sur-
vey. Unless therefore the Government on view of these Proceedings, should direct otherwise,
the Collector will abstain from demanding a water-cess from all l\lfamool-\vet-laud cultivated
with a single erop whether Government or Enam,—for the Board :

reasoning applies to Enam, as to the Government lands.
16. The case of the Nozeed Zemindar,

are of opinion that the same

S o presents itself for consideration in this place. This
and owner, has it a r sssed irrieati Py S
) ppears, possessed irrigation for many years past by means of a channel dug at

his own expense, but which has been rendered more or less useless by the Bunder-Canal, newly
constructed,. The Board are decidedly of opinion, that Government is bound to supply him
with water without any extra charge, for all such lands as were formerly irrigated, the extent of
whichshould be ascertained by the Collector as soon as practicable. IFf, inoconsequence of the /|
more abundant and earlier supply afforded by the Anuicuts, he is able to bring dry-land into wet
cultivation, a water-cess should be levied from him for such lands, in the same proportion to
the rate charged to the Government-Ryots, as his Pesheush bears to the assets on which it was
fixed. The Board propose to make this reduction in the demand on the Zemindar, as he will

have the trouble alu:l visk of coll.ecting the water-cess from hisryots, and the principle of the per-
manent scttlement, is to allow him a commission for so doing.

26tk May in Con. 30th July 1858, para. 13. 17. Mr. Knox notices the case of some wet

: ‘ land, of which the ordinary source of irrigation has
long failed, but which has nevertheless continued to pay wet-Teerwa. The Acting Collector, it

seems, intended to levy a water-cess for supplying this with Annicut water. The Board however
are of opinion, that like wet-land in general, it should be exem

TALSRLUH : pt pending the survey, when its
real capabilities will be ascertained. :

18. The arguments used by Mr. Knox for exacting a
Tth in Con. 30th July 1858, para. 7. fuil water-rate for a second crop grown on wet-enam land,

though half a rate only would be levied from Government
land under the same circumstances, appears to the Board to be altogether iaconclusive. The
enam should be treated exactly the same, as the Government-land.

19. In some cases, it appears, that ryots and Enamdars refuse to take water, but are able
to raise crops of a superior quality, owing to their land being kept moist by the surrounding
water. The Board are of opinion, that on the principle laid down by Government, no demand
can be made on them, though they may benefit in the way described.

20. In this para. the Collector informs the
From Collector 26th May in Con. 80th DBoard, that, he has ordered 2 Rupees per acre to be
July 1858, para. 7.

collected for the 2ud crop in the Ralunghy Talook.
It would seem that the full water-rate had not been
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previously ascertained. The Board therefore, are ullablfi to judge whethe‘r i{s half cess should
be 2 Rupees or some other sum, but will not object to 1t.for thfs presen't Fusly.

91. Adverting to para. 8 and the suggestion regarc.ilflg Gmgf_aly-({ll-seed's and some lot:lulaxl'
similar crops, the Board consider that all dry-crops requiring the'ald of but. lmlle w:it;ir,l;.lou. (t
be charged only half the water-cess. For the purpose of carrying out this rule eac : |str1cd
should have an authorized and published list, detailing the crops entltled. to this privilege, an
Mr. Knox is requested to prepare one for the Board’s approval. '

99. In conclusion, the Board would observe that the opir.xiox.) they have expressed, relative
to the conrse to be pursued towards the Nozeed _Zeminda}', is 1ntf311ded to ap.ply on})t to the
period which may intervene before the Survey. The Zemindar, himself, in ln.s PetltIOI'], ex-
presses his readiness to pay for the advantage he may be found, on .careful enquiry, 'to ha\.-e re;
ceived. The instructions given by the Board fc?r the present, are dictated by a conmde.r’uuon o(i
the imperfect means now available, for ap}?reciatmg the actual amount of advantage derived, an
of the early period at which the Survey will be completed. . 2 ‘

93. If the remarks made in the Nozeed case, a're not sufficient for Mr. Knox’s g(tindance
in regard to other estates, he will lay their several circumstances clearly before the Board.

94. The Board would further observe with reference to the rates of Teerwa sugge'stfed b);'
them in para. 14, for the first and second crops, ?hal: they have proposed thcf separate ta:&mon 0
the two crops, in difference to the orders contained in para. 33 of the
In Con. 15th March 1838. Extract Minutes Consultation of GoT’ernmen't, under date the 12th
i March 1858 ; but, if Government will permit, they would much
prefer, that as regards the cultivation under the Kistnah Annicut, the Ryots should.hat\}rle the OI;,:

tion of paying a consolidated water-cess for two crops of 4 'R\?pees‘? per acre, zlaz 1s:sf e iz:i«'ac(l
Guntoor in respect to lands irrigated from the same works. This principle would, if app =
be applicable to other Annicuts also. ; il : f

Ordered that the foregoing P‘roceedings,.be submitted for the consideration and orders o

the Right Honorable the Governor in Council.
(A true Extract.)
(Signed) J. D. SIM, Secretary.

No. 2 ORrDER THEREON, No. 1289 ; dated 22d September 1858.
0. 2. . '

1. In their order Jdated 12th March 1858, No. 329, the Government reviewed the report of
\ Bt.)ard of Revenue upon the progress made in levying a water cess on the la.nds in the Ma-
tlf' t:;m District which had received water from the Godavery and Kishna Anicuts : and the

B a s oy g e
?u i tions then given, with reference to the system which, in the opinion of Government, sh(.)uld
11)““1“? 1?:1 pendiig th:a Revenue Survey, and the final determination of the water rate question,
e pursu
may be summarized as follows: X Sorakes :

: (i.) A water cess caleulated with reference to the additional irrigation, canal conlmunxga-
ti d:;,)inage improvements, &e., is to be levied on all Government, Zamindari, and Inim
ions ! =, ;
land ,from the 2d year of irrigation; and if any opposition be made to payment, the supply of
a .
water is to be stopped ; : .

(ii.) The irrigated area to be measured however roughly, and the measurements tested ;
(iii.) The 2d crop to be assessed at half the rate of the first ; and
(iv.) Cane cultivation to pay a double cess.

9, In their Proceedings recorded above, the Board of Revenue submitlil'or the ;oﬁ::“:]‘::
tion and orders of Government three Jetters from the Acting Collector and Collector o

patam, and 0

icut water. . :

ile il 3. The first letter offers certain explanations relative

1 M ted upon in Extract Minutes

uli to Bd. of Rev. to some points animadverte pote

e 2{;:5’:‘2?;’::"; 1;58. % Consultation dated 12th March. These are detallfad in

N : para. 1 of the Board’s proceedings. The only portion ?f

the letter calling for remark, is, the Board think, the comparative Sta.tement of Reve.nue 1111-1

Fusly 1265 and Fusly 1268. it is not they consider clear whether the increase shewn in the

va

. i Extra cess .
ne from the Director of Revenue Settlement, relative to the demand of E

o, o
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villages irrigated from the Anicuts, is an enhancement of the village rents over and above the
additional assessment exhibited in Statement E. of the Acting Collector’s former letter of 28th
November 1857. The Board’s meaning apparently is, that it is not clear whether the demand
entered for Fusly 1265 is the normal amount of the village rents, in which case the whole increase
only amounts to Rupees 60,000, or whether the demand shewn for Fusly 1265 is the amount of
the usual village rents plus so much of the water cess as had been then imposed :
case the Statement would shew an increase of Rupees 60,000 in 3 years ;
tory. The former would appear to be the true state of the case,
ings of 23d January 1858 the Board admit that no ** decided” me
tam to enforce the levy of the water rate until Fusly 1266. S
probable that in Fusly 1265 much was added to the village rent

4. In para. 5 of his letter Mr.
of the order of Government of 12th
one of the statements.

in the latter
which is more satisfac-
for in para. 3 of their proceed-
asures were taken in Masulipa-
o that it does not appear to he
s on this score,

Knox explains that the discrepancy alluded to in para. 4
March, arose from the accidental omission of a Parganah in

5. The explanation given regarding th
: g the remarks of Government on th i
: : . e proceed
Head Assistant Collector Mr. Chase, in exacting less than Mr, Fraser’s rates isI:'ery unz%;f:cf;t:)}:e
as regards the Collector’s office where Mr. Fraser’s order to the Pentapad talook must have beer):

retained ; there appears no reason to doubt that ;
. P at 1t was Mr. Fraser’s j i i i
rates into Pentapad, as well as into other talooks, R SRR R ntroduch s

6. The second*

* Dated 26th May 1858. had succeeded Mr. T. J. Knox in the charge of Masuli C
t Dated Tth July 1858. ta.in ex';planatidns are here also offered res;ecting thlu ;iati;:ionse;;‘
dlssatlsfac.tion on the part of Government contained inpth ir order

of 12th March. These are now reviewed by the Board in paras. 4-9 of thei eir or
The Board have demonstrated that the explanations afforded by the C.olle- t : tdell:" PfOCCEdlngs'
tant have not in general mended matters, and a copy of the Board’s Pmcec ;r ar} k ; i
to the Collector, no further notice seems to be necessary than t T iy
vernment in the Board’s remarks. 4 0 express the concurrence of Go-

and third+ letters are from Mr, W, Knox who

7. But on one point the Board consid
er the explanation give -
} ; 3 nb
Collector to.be satisfactory. Thisis, the confining the demand of tigrwa Jés)[’ : ;x}:ePHe;d ‘zdkssmlt]a?;
the rate designed by Mr. Fraser. As matters stooq Mr. Chase had perhaps no ot }‘:ﬂ pad to ha
to him, but the FRESEE why Mr. Fraser’s order was not sent to Pentapad, i e ope'n
ed, wholly unexplained. Pad, 1s as previously remark-

8. In the 10th and following
“ several points on which Mr, Knox
“ most easily disposed of.”

9. The first question is,
ed into wet, and whether it sh
The Collector thinks that tw

10.

paragraphs of their Proceedings the Board

. : : “consider the
applies for instructions in the order in whic

h they can be

what water rate shall be imposed on Gov
all be uniform on all descriptions of |a
o Rupees an acre is the highest rate that

In Guntoor 'the ryots pay a consolidated Tirwa Jist;

Anicut water, Mr, Newill}
suggests that a similar ar
for Masulipatam,

that the 2d crop is
the first crop, he would charge the first crop Rupees 3-8-

plan in Guntoor where villages are already partiall y irrigat
on the newly converted lands, according to the wet Tarq

ernment dry land convert-

nd, or vary with the class.
can be borne,

of Rupees 4 an acre for the
who reports this circumstance,
rangement would be advisable
but that as Government have ruled
to bear a cess equal to half that of
0 and a second Rupees 1-12.0. The
ed has been to Impose a wet assessment
ms existing in the village,

1 Director Revenue Settlement to Board
of Revenue dated 19th June 1858,

11. The Board are of o

pinion that these ary.
o =il Sl angements should be acted

€y are not opposed to the directions iven by G t
12, The plan proposed then is as follows : - i o

L In villages already partially irrigated, the system
new wet lands according to existing tarams, is to be follo

prevailing in Guntoor of assessing the
wed.

ii. In villages irrigated de novo, a water rate of 3 Rs, 8 As
amount for a second crop, is to be imposed, .

PRrL S R WL Nt s

for a first, and half that

: i . e a s

b

A S
e
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Without entering into a discussion in this place as to whether the consolidated, or the sepa-
rate rates are more in accordance with sound fiscal principles, the Government are of opinion
that the latter are more adapted to the present circumstances of the Ryots, and the arrangements
suggested by the Board are approved and sanctioned.

13. The next question on which orders are required is, whether

Board, para. 15. old wet land is to be charged with Zirwa Jdsti? The Board entertaiy

no doubt thatin many instances wet lands benefit considerably from

improved irrigation and Canal communications ; and where a second crop is raised on single crop

land the second crop cess should in their opinion certainly be exacted. But as it will be so dif-

ficult to appreciate the exact advantage derivable from the new irrigation in other respects (i. e.

except in case of a second crop) the Board would direct the Collector to abstain, until the survey,

from demanding any water cess on old wet land, whether Government orInam. The Government

approve of the Board’s proposal with reference to the second crop, and the advisability of ab-
staining until the Survey from interference with lands under full wet assessment.

14. 'Thirdly, the case of the Nozid Zamindir has to be con-

Board, para. 16. sidered. A certain channel was formerly dug in the Zamindari at the

proprietor’s expense. This has been rendered more or less useless by

the Masulipatam Canal. As to the liability of Government to supply the Zamindir with as

much water as he had before without extra charge there can be no doubt, and the Collector

has been desired to ascertain the extent of land irrigated by the new channel, and that formerly

under wet cultivation as soon as possible. ‘“ If,” the Board go on to say, “in consequence of the

“ more abundant and earlier supply afforded by the Anicuts the Zamindar is able to convert dry

“land into wet a water cess should be levied from him, with a proportionate deduction on ac-
¢ count of his trouble in collecting.”

The Government approve of, and confirm the Board’s orders with respect to the treatment of
lands in the Nozid Zamindari.

15.  The instructions issued by the Board to Mr. Knox, and contained in paras. 17, 18, 20,
and 21 of their Proceedings are approved. The arrangement proposed in para. 21 will of
course ouly remain in force until the survey ; it will require the full consideration of the assess-
ment authorities before a final determination is come to on the subject.

16. 1In para. 19, the Board express their opinion that certain
E.M.C.21st Aug. 1856, No, ryots and Indmdars, who refuse to take water but raise crops of /
883, p. 16. superior quality from their land moistened by the percolation of] !
the surrounding water, cannot under the principle of the orders’ |

of Government (quoted marginally) be taxed. A

17. The Government are of opinion that individuals cannot be suffered to obstruct great |
measures of general improvement by refusing to take advantage of them ; the ryot only holds |

his lands on the tenure of paying the public demand which the Government can enhance or |
reduce at pleasure according to the circumstances of the land. Individuals who refuse to pay | |

the full amount of tax as regulated must give place to those who will pay.

18. Inlike manner Inimdars are entitled by their grants to levy the land tax on a given
piece of land ;—such tax being the amount assessed on the land in its then condition. But if
the Government at its own charge shall render that land capable of bearing a larger assessment
it is perfectly competent to it to levy the difference from the Indmddr ; or ifhe should refuse
to avail himself of the advantages offered, to procure the cultivation of the land by other's
paying the amount of the grant to the Inimdar and crediting the difference to the publx.c
revenue. Under this view of the case when land is so situated and circumstanced that it
must receive water by percolation, and will doubtless have water let into it directly by the ryot,
with the connivance of the village authorities, such land may fairly be regarded as wet land and
made to pay accordingly. The Government do not however desire to lay down any positive
orders in the matter ; having stated their view of the principle which should be applied, they i
would rather leave the Board to exercise their discretion on the subject. :

(Signed) T. PYCROFT,
Chief Secretary.
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| Futract from the Proceedings of the Board of Revenue, dated 30th July 1858.

. " T Con. 19th June 1858. Read again letter from the Acting Collector of Masulipatam, dated the 26th
April 1858, offering explanations with reference to the Extract Minutes Consultation of Government dated

' 12th March 1858, No. 329 R. D., relative to the Teerwa Jastee levied on account of

In Con. 15th March 1858.
the improved irrigation of the Masulipatam District, in consequence of the Anicuts erected across the

Godavery and Kistnah Rivers.

Tn Con. 30th July 1858. Read letter
submitting further explanation on some o
tion mentioned above, and applying for instructions as to
1R Zemindar, and also for usual wet lands now receiving Anicut water.
1 (Here enter No, 102.)

1n Con. 80th July 1858, No. 2994. Read letter from the Collector of Masulipatam, dated the Tth July
4 1858, submitting further remarks and questions relative to the Cess on account of Anicut water. : 2

[Here enter No. 13f] ‘
TRead also letter from the Director of Revenue Settlement, dated the 19th June 1858, communicat-

ing his sentiments relative to the assessment to be imposed on the lands in the Masulipatam District

irrigated from the channels of the Kistnah Anicut.
; y . . : (Here enter No. 320.)

. ol The letter first recorded is from Mr. T. J. Knox the late Acting Collector of Masulipatam, who sub-

‘ mitted the report on the results of the Kistnah and Godavery irrigation commented

98th Nov. 1857, in Con.
on in the Extract Minutes Consultation ‘of Government dated the 12th March

| 1 23d Jan. 1858.
last. The obscrvations it contains are very brief. He explains the difference
es that the Pootty

‘ : g T Con- 15th March 1858.
Para & between two Statements embodied in his former letter ; stat

' of land contains 10 Acres, 24 Koonsums, and that an assessment of 40 Rupees per Pootty would be

T Pard 6 Rupees 3-12 or with the addition of a water Cess of Rupees 2 Rupees 5-12

- ~per acre, whereas the average assessment in Tanjore is shewn by the Report of the Commis-
.| sioners in the Public Works Department to be Rupees 4% per acre; and with the view of proving that
‘neglect in the endeavour to procure a veburn for the expenditure on the works of irFigation,
furnishes a Statement shewing that compared with Fusly 1265 there is an increase ;

annel irrigation of Rupees 60,129, while in villages : g
E

from the Collector of Masulipatam, dated the 26th May 1858,
f the more prominent points adverted to in the Minutes of Consulta-
the demand of Extra Cess from the Nozeed

~ there was no
Para 7.
Fusly 1268,

_,___.__,‘u'
¥

in the villages commanded by ch
is only Rs. 20,156. He also informs the Board, with reference to the re-

not so commanded the increase
marks of Government on Mr. Chase having exacted less than the rate designed by Mr. Fraser, that Mr.
Pentapaud Talook, -and that when Mr. Chase reached the Talook the

Fraser’s order was never sent to ‘
crops had been harvested and the Ryots were then unwillicg to pay an amount f=thmititier for which

they had not been forewarned to consider themselves liable.
9. The only portion of this letter calling for particular remark is the comparative Statement of

Revenue in Fusly 1265 and Tusly 1268. The Board do not understand whether the increase shewn in the
igated from the Anicuts is an enhancement of the village rents over and above the additional
assessment, exhibited in Statement B. of Para 12 of the Acting Collector’s letter.
If not, it does not seem to present a more favorable view of the results of

the works than that formerly given, for according to the Statement E. adverted to above, the excess in

Fusly 1267 amounted to Rupees 56,583. If besides the Teerwa Jastee entered in Statement E. the rents

i of Fusly 1268 had sisen to 60,000 Rupees higher than in Fusly 1265, the result is more satisfactory.

1 3. The second and third letters are from Mr. W. Knox who had succeeded Mr. T. J. Knox in the
charge of Masulipatam. With the 2d letter he forwards a letter¥® from

L
. i * * Dated the 26th ‘March 1858, En_c— ; : - ; :
' No. l.%n ‘rom Collector 26th May in My, Chase, 1n explanation of his Proceedings which had been unfavorably

sifon- 30tk Jnly 1858- noticed by Government. :
4. TIn reference to the light water Cess imposed on Enam in com:

parison with Government lands, Mr. Knox remarks that it was probably
Cuttobady of } to 8 Rupees per acre paid by many of the Enamdars.
ITe makes further observations on the matter of which the Board have failed to perceive the relevancy.
They would observe that whether Enam land be highly or lowly assessed, the levy of an equal water F)ess
with that imposed on Government lands of' the same description would not really alter the proportion ;

villages irr
\ In Con. 23d Jan. 1858.
" of the 28th November 1857.

i 96th May in Con. 30th July 1858.

Paras 3 and 4.
dictated by a regard to the heavy




its state at the time of the grant, and that differ-

the same price f; : t
P2, The Board do not iy me price for water as the Government Ryot.
priving the Enamdar of his Enam. agree with Mr. Chase in thinking that this would be virtually de-

5. The explanation given by Mr. Chase of his confin
P, to half the rate designed by Mr,
circumstances they think that Government will

‘ : B . 0 1 an ded
- < 111(.‘11 (i'-;t Ta ass essment had

Para 7. 6. The Board consider
that Mz, i
the %evy of a lower rate of water cess for Padad S
farming. The*Revenue iti b e
ST R nue authorities should bear in mingd that the ch
imate of the quantity used, and is not a :
1 s t all to b
mode of agriculture, a matter dependant entirely on t};r;gﬂllﬂ::e(:hb

pea i 7. Mr. Ch
if the Ryot paid f::e St:tesfthat he exacted no cess for the 2ud crop, as he thought that
e fv‘v;ler or the 1st :g)p, he was entitled to as much water as he could
e Ry e nnlges the Cess for the 1st crop was in fact a consolidated one;

e ey e ylc;f];o cnl'.lnvate one or more crops as he might think proper.
been regulated by the smaligéoéldﬁhtit;uﬂ;;v:’vt:i g qizggly Oil Seed, Onions, &c. is explained to have
en » { T required. i '
principle laid down by Government, and the Board 371]1 againTxe;: atio:hj ;‘:n:“;: Se:tx: opposed to the
: : 0 ( er .

In this para Mr. Chase mentions ¢ i ‘ a

w,

ence he will still enjoy though he should be charged

ing the demand of Teerwa Jastec in Pentapaud

good reason for his opinion that
cast would mot encourage slovenly
arge is for water according to a rough

y the probable result of any particulaf
e Ryot.

ment (one Rupee per Acre
rents for the same cause, and of the Ryo%s' ot having
be bis meaning, M. Chase would i
ang, Mr. ould appear to have considered that the Joy of
E. M. C.of Government 12th 10 Fusly 1266 was unwarranted J B Teie charg
in Con. 15th March 1858. T e ed, the rents of that year having been fixed
Para 19, ; ¢ understanding that there would be ap additional supply of water
From Collector 26th May in 0 the Board do not understand the explanation oﬂ'ere(i b : flfeicoﬂecwr
that he (Mr. Chase) “ gave all the lands of the Village toy the Villagers

Con. 30th July 1858.
Para 7-
“ on the rent agreed for, but
( : , but when he f t &
“ larger number of Acres were cultivated than were returned by the C(::'lr]ldumlly Ttuzﬁ mea(;u';‘em;l-l: tJl:tev
) s, he charged Teerw v

“ on the num'ber then found, and this he called excess cultivation.” To e v in which the
1nEaAsure was mvolvt‘:d, it should have been explained when the Joint ;nove ¥ Obswnt);ll:her o rthe
clo:.ze .of the prefzedmg year or sometime afterwards, As regards F1 1uent e robably an
omission at tlTe time of settling the rent to stipulate for Extfi Ces et i Wi‘s ({) converted
to wet by Anicut water, and the Sub Collector wnwilling to foregost ;:w:;::xz)n; so,flt(:g;tht:’ .(though to

do so was required in consequence of such omission by the principle of the Joint Rents,) fixed it low
¢

to obviate complaints. In the agreement f
: or the Rent of ‘omissi i
s R M St | Fusly 1267_, the “omission would aPP

10, Having noticed the most important of .
the i : ities
of Masulipatam, the Board now proceed to consider e: P proen sinl R Rees i

: ; > he several 1o g - lies for

instructions. 3 ral points on which Mr. Knox app

T 01{8 In so doing, they will take them not exactly in the order in which ch ooted, but in
at In which they can most easily be disposed of, ot St

11. The first question is «
“into wet, and whether it shall b

3

¢ whatever

Whaf water Rate shall be imposed on Government dry land converted
euniform on all descriptions of lands, or vary with the class.”

bFrzsier is, the Board consider, satisfactory ; and under the
€ disposed to excuse the imposition of the same rate ol

._; *A.JA e

been led to expect any Extra'charge. It this

- T

,‘f!.}
=

|
t
'
:
| é"‘n{‘%‘-:'i—\h’:.neces.mimhc, observance of this condition that a separate Teerwa Jastee should be fixed for the firs

-

) * segges

_ containing old wet lands, the Guntoor plan of assessing the mew wet lands according to the existing

12. Having failed to obtain- reliable returns of profits, the Collector
suggests that two Rupees an Acre is as high a rate as can be borne.
He hears that the Ryots in Guntoor have expressed their inability to

Troin Collector 7th in Con.
20th July 1858.
Patas 1, 2, .
pay more.

13. The Board observe that for dry land converted into wet the Ryots in Guntoor are stated, in

the letter from the Director of Revenue Seitlement recorded at the head of these Proceedings, to pay a
Pira A consolidated Teerwa Jastee of four Rupees the Acre, which gives them the privilege
of using water for a 2nd crop without Extra payment. Mr. Newill expresses

himself favorably to the same arrangement being carried out in Masulipatam, but as Government had
ruled in para 33, of Extract Minutes Consultation of Government of 12th
March 1858, that the 2nd crop is to bear a Cess equal to half that of the
1st crop, he suggests that if the Ist crop be charged Rupees 3 Annas 8 and the 2nd, Rupee 1 Annas 12,
making for both Rupees 5-4, it would if added to a moderate dry Assessment form by no means an exces-
sive wet /Assessment. Where Villages are already partially irrigated, the plan in Guntoor, which has
been ‘s',i)wproved by Government has been to impose a wet Assessment on the mewly converted
lands according to the wet Tarams existing in the village. These arrangements were proposed for
imitation in Masulipatam with such modifications as might be necessary; in the Board’s Proceedings of
the 5th October 1857, but although they were adverted to in the Board’s Proceedings of the 23d
Jannary following, submitted to Government, the Government expressed no opimion as to their pro-
priety; but with, Teference to them ordered that a water cess should be exacted on a calculation of the

Para 33. advantages derived from the additional irrigation, Canal communications, drainage and’
embankments, and that the second crop should be assessed at half the cess upon the first.

14. If, on the one hand, however, the Government omitted to confirm the orders of the Board alluded
to above, they did not on the other in any way condemn them. Accordingly, as the Director of Revenue
ttlement approves of their being carried out at all events partially, the Board are of opinion that they
_onld be acted upon so far as they are not opposed to the directions given by the Government. It will

e
7

In Con. 15th March 1858.

.1 second erops grown in villages newly irrigated, and the Board are?fdoplmon’ﬂﬁﬁ e rates atready ?
ted ; viz. 3 Rupees 8 Annas for the first crop, and 1 Rupee 12 Annas for the second, will nof in

¢eneral be found too heavy. They will not however insistupon this being universally adopted but leave
it to the Collector’s discretion to lower it where he may be convineed that it will be too high. Tn villages

Params may be followed, the Board think, without running counter to the intention of Government.
Possibly, however, the arrangements already made by Mr. Knox may present a bar to the adoption of this
course, the Board therefore will allow him to use his discretion on this point. TIf the Taram system 1s
followed, an extra cess should be taken for a second crop, unless the old lands pay a consolidated Teerwa.

15. The question next in importance is whether old wet land is to be charged Teerwa Jastee. The
Board entertain no doubt that in many instances these benefit considerably by the improved irrigation
and Canal communication, and where a second crop is raised on single crop land, the second erop cess fised
at half that obtained for the first should certainly be exacted ; but it will be so difficult to appreciate the
amount of advantage derived in other respects, that the Board think that it will be better to defer any enhance- /
ment of the wet Teerwa already received for the first crop on account of the improved supply and other
advantages till the Survey. Unless therefore the Government on view of these Proceedings shoald direct
otherwise, the Collector will abstain from demanding a water cess from all Mamool wet land, cultivated with
a single crop whether Government or Enam, for the Board are of opinion that the same reasoning applies
to Enam as to the Government lands.

16. The case of the Nozeed Zemindar presents itself for consideration in this place. This land
owner has it appears possessed irrigation for many years past by means of a channel dug at his own expense,
but which has been rendered more or less useless by the Bunder Canal newly constructed. The Board |
are decidedly of opinion that Government is bound to supply him with water without any extra charge
for all such lands as were formerly irrigated, the extent of which should be ascertained by the Collector
as soon as practicable. If, in consequence of the more abundant and earlier supply afforded by the
Anicuts, he is able to bring dry land into wet cultivation, a water cess should be levied from him for such
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lands, in the' same proportion to the rate charged to the Government Ryots as his Peshcush bears to the
] assets on which it was fixed. The Board propose to make this reduction in the demand on the Zemindar, \ :
as he will have the trouble and risk of collecting the water cess from his ryots, and the principle of the - '
permanent settlement is to allow him a commission for so doing. : ..
26th May i y : \
2 May in Con. Sﬂﬂ.l J.uly 1.853, para 13, 17. Mr. Knox notices the case of some wet.land of which the
, 9] . ordinary source of irrigation has long failed, but which has nevertheless éontimi'éd'tb‘.ﬁ;ty Wet Teerwa
¥ ! ]'.ls‘l;egihng Collector it seems intended to levy a water cess for supplying this with Anicut water The
A ard however are of opinion, that like Wet land in general it sho empt pendi .
: 5 , uld b b g 1
its real capabilities will be ascertained. ! e{%ﬂ?& ?éndmb 4

7th in Con. ! ;
4 5 on. 30th July 1858, para 7. 18. The arguments used by Mr. Knox for exacting a full water

‘ te for s 'op ’ -
{ ;:nd o;nf:izeczrlxld bl B e Wet Enam land, though a half rate only would be levied from Government 9 -
1 r the same circumstances appears to the Board, to be altogether inconclusive. The Enam ' X
._,,/K land should be treated exactly the same as the Government land. F
1:(; In RGP Dnses; it APpexTs, ﬁlﬂt Ryots and Enamdars refuse to take water, but are able to raise y Lol
:;:Psf & ?“Pe:i’loz q“az;]ty D lto ;hzlf;m& being kept moist by the surrounding water. The Board { ‘ -
of opinion that on the principle laid down by Governmeut no demand can be ma g . - il e £
they may benefit in the way described. P e ) i e oo thers i 4 : / 4/ r B
OOF“’;‘) :;1“1]’ 96th May in 20« In this para the Collector informs the Board that he has ordered ‘ o . ' / s Ll ¢
o | y 1858, para 7. 2 Rupees per acre to be collected for the 2nd crop in the Ralunghy Talook. Y , e 5 AP fre
It would seem that the f|'111 wate; rate ‘had not been previously ascertained. The Board therefore are. ‘ | : : - ‘
unable to judge whether its half cess should be 2 Rupees or some other sum, but will not (;bject to it for " 4 F LG AT AR /
the present Fusly. 4 _ ) , ' B AR
21, Adverting to para 8 and th resti di B o 1 : 3 A ; T4 2 HTES
2L ¥.{0 pata 8l fite suggestion regarding Gingelly oil seeds and some other similar | : ) i ;
60 & " 0[19 e % . bat ap: p : f g
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advantage he may ve fouid on careful enquiry to have received. The instructions given by the Board
 for the present are dictated by a consideration of the imperfect means now available for appreciating the
actual amount of advantage derived, and of the early period at which the Survey g D plited. . 4
23. If the remarks made in the Nozeed case are not sufficient for Mr. Knox’s gﬁidance'in regard
{o other estates, he will lay their several circumstances clearli before the Board. STy, '_ y
94. The Board would further observe with referenc? to the rates of Teerwa ?&uggétéd‘b‘y:'théxﬁ in
para 14, for the first and second crops, that they have pi@psed the separate taxation of the two crops in
In Con. 15th March 1858, deference to the orders contained in para 33 of the Extract Minutes Consulta-
tion of Gévernment, under date the 12th Ma:ph 1858 ; but if Government will permit they would much
prefer @h’at as regards the cultivation under the Kistnah Anicut, the Ryots should have the option of -
paying a consolidated water cess for two crops of 4 Rupees per acre, as is the case in Guntoor in respect
to lands irrigated from the same works. This. principle would, if approved, be applicable to other .
Anicuts also. ) ;" ; : ’&
Ordered that the foregoing Proceedings be submitted for the consideration and orders of the Right

Honorable the Governor in Council.

£

(A true Extract.) - ; 2L
St (Signed) J. D. SIM, ; : . ———
k. ; Secretary.. ' = : ; ¥ . o
7. PYCROFT, Esq., Chicf Secretary to Government. : L : . i s O AR
Copy to the Collector of Masulipatam. o WA : . e T R W e
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