


A A e A A A I PP A A P B A e e A A A O I I NN P AT~ At 0 P
IR e e

Fort Saint George; Revenue Consultation of 21xt September 1858.
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No; 37, Read the following Extract from the Proceedings of the Board of Revenue, dated
3rd June 1858, No. 1962,

Read letter from the Collector of Bellary, re-
Dated 31st March in Cons. 3d June 1858. porting in detail upon the topes and trees of his
District in reply to Board’s Circular of 29th Octo-

ber 1855, and their Proceedings of 22d January 1858.

(Here enter No. 48.)

Read also letter from Collector of Bellary, dated 20th
In Consuliation 3d June 1858. May 1858.

(Here enter No. 84.)

It is proper to observe that these reports do not include
In Consultation 16th Feb. 1858,  the Government plantations in Bellary, that subject having
: been disposed of in Extract Minutes Consultation, 10th

February 1858, No. 179, R. D.

2. From Statement No. 1, which accompanied the Collector’s first letter, it is now shewn
that there are 1,369 topes under taxation, including clumps of trees which are so situated as to
" be capable of being treated as topes. They occupy 3,999 acres of land assessed at Rupees 4,198,
and yielded an average revenue of Rupees 7,493 during the last 10 years, but their rent sunk in
Fusly 1264-65 to Rupees 4,991 under the effect of the drought from which the District then

suffered.

3. In accordance with the orders already

e Collec- passed by Government 337 of these topes

No. of{collection o

Topes. o: }‘0 1264-65. which are situated in Puttah lands, or in

years. Mauniems, or in Backyards, will be given up
i TR to the owners of the lands on which they stand.
On Puttah land....; 263 1733 ??,g This course will abandon a revenue of Ru-
On Enam land...... 7; 262 ‘)5 pees 2,007 according to the average of the last
In backyards....... e f i 10 years, or Rupees 1,150 according to the

Total.....| 337 2,00% collections of Fusly 1264-65,

4. The topes on unoccupied lands amount to 1,032, and are divided by the Collector into

the following 3 classes.

Extent of , . Average
No. land ‘z:zzsts' tope rent 123;-60;
Acres. - of 10 years. 1

Rs. Rs. Rs.
Topes now claimed by the heirs of their :
original Proprietors..........ceus B It 115 318 178 513 354
Topes without heirs, but offered to be taken ; -
by other parties ........ e Al N O0T 1678 =977 3,623 2,746
Topes not offered for at present by any one. 228 1,390 1,135 1,350 741

e — —— e—— —_— [ —

1,032 3,386 3,290 £,486 3,841

———— s

The first of the above classes will be given up to the claimants who‘ haye proved their heir-

“ ship to the original planters and agree to pay the land assessment. Regarding the 2nd class Mr.
Pelly hesitates to recommend the acceptance of the offers made for them,‘as several ““ are very
remunerative.”—He therefore proposes that these and the 228 topes for which no offers have been
yet made should be put up to gale, and that those which find no purchasers “ should be given

“ to parties agreeing to pay the land assessment and to preserve the topes.”

5. But the Board see objections to this course. As these topes are not shewn to have been
planted at the expense of the State, and similar topes have not been put up to sale elsewhere, it
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appears proper to adhere to the general instructions of Government under which topes are “ to
¢ be made over on Puttah to the heirs of the originé‘l pro-

E. M. C. 6th March in Con. 21st * prietors, when forthcoming, or to respectable individual
April 1858, R. D. p. 6. #¢ tenants at the discretion of the Collector.”—This course
is the more advisable because Mr. Pelly foresees the risk of

parties, strangers 0 the villages where the topes are, purchasing them with the intentionof cut-
ting down the trees and selling the timber, and therefore applies

P. % for a discretionary authority to reject the highest offers ¢ in favor

« of another party who might appear a fitter person, and one who
« could be trusted to preserve the tope,” so that there would be no real or bona fide auction.

6. Another reason for not sanctioning the sale of these topes, at least at present is, that
claimants to them may yet appear, as M. Peily observes in p. 7 of hislast letter, * there are pro-
«bably more topes (than the 115 already claimed) to which a claim may be fairly made.” The
Board are therefore of opinion that the proper plan to be pursued is to make over these topes to

- respectable and substantial parties, who undertake to pay the land revenue and are likely to -
preserve the trees, on its being ascertained that no heirs of the oxiginal proprietors are forth- -

coming to claim them. Those topes for which no parties come forward with offers, must
continue to be rented out, as it would be vain to expect that they would be bid for at a publi_c
sale except with the intention of felling the timber and afterwards throwing up the land.

7. 'The annual loss of revenue through the surrender of the 804 topes for which offers
have been made by the ‘heirs of the original proprietors, or other p A e s
¢them on the terms of paying the land assessment will be about Rupees 1,800 on the average of
10 years, and Rupees 700 on the rent of Fusly 1264, 1In making this calculation the reduction
which Mr. [Pelly anticipates in the land tax, by the revision of the rates of assessment now in
progress, has been taken into account. Should all ‘the 1,032 topes be disposed of, the sacrifice
of xevenue may be estimated at Rupees 2,486 on the average of 10 years, and Rupees 841 on
the rent of Fusly 1264-65.

8. The scattered trees have now to be noticed. They amountedaccording to the accounts
to 32,994, but 7,402, have been formed into 327 topes and treated under that head. There con-

. sequently remain for disposal 25,592 trees
No Qé Average (;ollec- which have yielded an average revenue of Ru-
i 10 | tions of | pees 5,473 during the last ten years and Ru-

years. |1264-65. pees 4,594 in Fusly 1264-65. Under the prin-
. Rupees. | Rupees. ciples laid down by Government 10,630 of
On Puttah land.... 7,408, 1,760 | 1,461 | these trees are to be at once given up to the

< Enams..a.......; },ggf gg?l . ggg hoh'iers of the land on which they stand, and
,» Backyards... ... e -l_ RS At their exemption from future taxation will di-

Total....|10,630| 2,410 | 2,085 | mivish the revenue annually by Rupees 2,410
acfording to-the average of ten years or by
 Rupees 9,035 aceording to the receipts of Fusly 1264-65.

9. The remaining scattered trees are 14,962 in mumber, and all grow on unoccupied

land. The tax collected upon them has given an annual sum of Rupees 3,063 according to the
'er;\ of the ten past years and yielded Rupees 2,559 in Fusly 1264-65. Mr. Pelly reports
e . that parties have already come forward with proposals for 12,400
P S50 of these trees, undertaking to cul.tivate the land_ on which they

grow and pay its assessment. This arragement is in accordance

with the views of Government- and there will be a very trifling loss ?f agbic to be a drawback
:;: its decided advantages, as the assessment chargeable for the land is estimated at Rupees 2,500.

10. On the Collectdr being finally authorized to carry out the‘se ar;‘fmgfements, but few
' tered trees will remain under Sircar management, and until.applications are made for

topes or scat on of paying the land tax, they will ’be xentedout as hereto-

them also on the preseribed conditi

“fore.
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11. The aggregate loss of revenue which will follow the measures now proposed may be
summed up as follows according to the average callections of the ten past years :—

Topes. Loss by abandoning the tax now levied on 337 topes Rs.
situated in Puttah lands, in enams and in backyards. 2,007
Loss by difference between Rs. 3,000 and Rs. 5,486 being the land tax and
revenue no;v collected from 1,032 topes growing on un-occupied lands........oooennenes 2,486
Scattered trees. Abandonment of tax.on 10,630 tress growing on Put-
tah or Enam lands or in backyards.cc...ooeeniincnens SO 2,410

Difference between the land-tax and the revenue now collected from scattered trees
growing on un-occupied 1ands.. oot e 563

Total Rs...7,466

The revenue annually derived from topes and trees.during the last ten years amounts,to an
average of Rs. 12,966, and nearly two-thirds,of it will therefore be given . up.

12. The 2nd Statement enclosed in Mr. Pelly’s letter of 31st March, shews the topes and
scattered trees for which no payment is now made to Government. The only part of this State-
ment which calls for remark relates to the topes and trees standing on unoccupied land, that is on
land for which the assessment is not paid, as freedom {rom special taxation i:s.‘_proper in all other
cases. '

13. The topes on unoccupied land, including clu_rqps‘of scattered tress newly classed as
such, are 717 in pumber and oceupy 1,460 acres of land assessed at Rupees 1,281. Some of these
topes were planted previous to the survey on land then classed as Porumpoke, but others stand

on land which was assessed to the Revenue at the survey. It does
In Con. 81st May 1852. mot appear from the Collector’s letter why these topes have been

exempted from the taxation to which others are ‘sub)jecvted:, and in
the Board’s opinion their owners should now be called ypon ‘for the asscssment of the land on
which they stand, uuless it is shewn that the topes were ‘intentionally left untaxed at the survey,
especially those on Porumpceke land, as affording shelter to tht? cattl.e and otherwise adding to
the convenience of the village community, or unless reasons exist in individual cases for extend-
ing 4o them the privileges allowed by Government in Extract'M%nutes Consultation, 18th May
1852, No. 444, para. 5, R. D. The Board will expect detailed information from Mr. Pelly on
this point, when he has collected it during the revision of the assessment now in progress.

14, The scattered trees on unoccupied land, now enjoyed free from tax, amount to 9402,

and Mr. Pelly merely observes regarding them that they ¢ must

Para.'17. «¢pe left with the present owners unmolested, but subject to re-

“ sumption if the land is required for cultivation.” _Ivtjs not ex-

plained, why these trees have not been hitherto included in the village rents with other scattered
trees, and unless some good reason can be shewn, the Board are unable to concur in the. pro-
priety of exempting them specially from taxation. Ifit is not advisable to‘inc.lude them in the
village rents, their owners ought either to pay the assessment of the land on which they stand, or
a tree tax at some of the rates detailed in para. 1 of Board’s Circular, dated 29t_h'00t,0bel' ,.1855:
No..2902. Mr. Pellywill xeporthis views onthis point,-and if any parties W{sh xfxeauv.vhlle to
cultivate the'lands -on which these trees stand, he will give his atten-

In Con. 21st April 1858. tion to the instructions of Government conveyed in paras. 13 to 15
of Extract ‘Minutes Consultation, dated 6th March 1858, No. 298,

Revenue Department.
15. The Board approve of the Collector’s proposal to retain as

Para. 2. ‘Government property the Palmirah trees planted experimentally by

some of his predecessors. The mere general introduction of these
Dated 21st April 1858. trees would'be a great advantage, and suggestions for the purpose

were invited in the Board's recent Circular No. 1415, but Mr. Pelly
is not sanguine thatany new measures of encouragement would be successful, and proposes first
to .see the.effect which will be produced by making over topes and scattered trees to the land-
holders in the manner sanctioned by Government.
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16. Mr. Pelly’s views on this point are expressed in the second letter which stands at the
head of these Proceedings. This letter has only just reached the Board, but it calls for no fur-
ther remark at preseat as the draft notice regarding topes and trees which Mr. Pelly forwards
for approval previous to publication, must be deferred and will be considered by the Board
when the final orders of Government are received,

17. Resolved that these Proceedings be

submitted to Government in continuation of the
Board’s Proceedings, dated 22d January last,

(A true Extract.)
(Signed) G. S. FORBES, Secretary.

SE OrpER THEREON, No. 1278 ; dated 17th September 1858.

Para. 1. In Extract Minutes Consultation 6th March 1858, No. 298, the Government
noticed the imperfect information supplied by the Collector of Bellary respecting the effect in

2, This letter, and one of a subsequent date from the same officer (20th May 1838) also
submitted with the Board’s Proceedings, refer to topes and scattered trees situated on occupied

land, as well as on unoccupied land whether paying revenue to Government or otherwise ; butdo
not include the Government plantations,

8 It appears that there are at present 1369 topes under taxation including groups of
trees properly coming under that designation. Of these,
337 situated on Puttah enam lands and in backyards are

to be given up under the orders of the 31st May 1855 to

the holders of the lands, and it is computed that this measure will involve aloss of Rupees 2,007
on the average of the last 10 years' revenue,

Topes.

4. The topes on unoccupied land amount to 1032, of which 115 are claimed by th.e heirs
of the original proprietors ; 689 are represented to be topes which in the absence of heirs, are
proposed to be taken up by other parties ; and for 228 no offers have been received.

. 5. Itis proposed to make over 115 topes in the first class to the parties who have provzd
their heu:shlp to the original planters and have agreed to pay the land assessment. :As regards
the remaining classes the Collector Proposes to put up the topes to sale, those for which no pur-
chasers may be found being given over to parties agreeing to pay the land assessment and pre-
serve the topes, The Board Properly object to this plan and think that the course laid do;v_n Zr:
para. 6 of Extract Minutes Consultation 6th March 18358, should be followed up ; they lreke
therefore, that these topes be made over * to respectable and substantial parties wl.xo undle;rttano
- to pay the land revenue and are likely to preserve the trees on its being ascertamed. t :ome
“ heirs are forthcomiﬂg to claim them ; and further, that those topes or which no pagle:te e
““ forward with offers, be rented out as heretofore.” It is observed that the Boar(12 ‘:10.36 pon s
loss, in the event of the whole of the 1,032 topes being disposed of, at Rupees <,
average of ten years, 3. 10,630 grow

ees 5,47 5

6. Of 25,992 scattered trees yielding an average revenue ZflaI::Pwhich wi]i S
on puttah and other occupie AT

b land and cause a loss of Rupees 2,410
to the holders of the lan ; gt

8 /ing on unoccupied land,

f the remaining 14,962 trees growing :
o ken to cultivate the land on which they
12,400 are to be made over to parties who have undertaken to ikt
grow and pay its assessment; the loss by this measure 1s c?mpuu?d a.t 1;p phie ;lso e
remaining trees it is proposed to rent out as heretofore until applicaticns for
ceived.

Scatlered Trees.

1 f
m ued in respect 0
7. The Government approve and sanction the course prqposed to ble1 purs i ehes recapi-
the topes and scatte;red trees paying revenue to Government in the Bellary D

v b-
: i i i rried out accordingly. They ©
tulated in the prefﬁmg paragrapbs, gnd dlreclty ;:::» ::sb;’:a; ;, i g

Fort Saint George, Revenue Consultation of 21st September 1858. ;
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: for
8. Besides the topes and trees already mentioned there are §everal :OB:;i ::1?, :lr;e:h =
w‘hi‘ch'no paymen‘tv is made to Goverament. The Boat:;:ld dee:ln }t n::;is:}a;?t i: el S
it ich ' ie mode in e
L thh"wmd ieorsy la‘“dl’ : nd;l ine aras. 12 to 14 of their Proceedings, is
: these as explained in p P e
Para. 15. approved by Government. The proposal o

retain as Government property the Palmirah trees planted ex-
i of his predecessors, is also approved.
e ’ (Signed) T. PYCROET,
Chief Secrl'etafy.
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