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Fort Saint George, Revenue Consultation of 21st September 1858.

e

No, 29, Read the followmg Extract from the Proccedings of the Board of Revenue, dated
1Ist September 1858, No, 3331.

Read letter from the Collector of RaJahmundry,
In Consultation 1st September 1858. dated 5th August 1858.
(Here enter No. 92.)
Resolved that the above letter be submitted to Government with the following remarks.

- B Two Petitions were addressed to the Board last year |by certain residents of Cocanada,
complaining that the Mohturpha tax levied on them, as measurers of grain, had been raised gra-
dually from one to four Rupees, and that in that year it was double what it had been in tﬁe

precedmg year.
8. They were forwarded to the Collector for Endorsement and are now returned with a
report admitting the truth of their statements, and explaining that the increase in the tax is

‘consequent on that of their work and supposed prefits,

4. The Collector submits a Statement shewing that the total amount raised in the whole
District under this head is no more than Rs. 310-10, of which Petitioners pay more than half,
and observes that the tax appears to have escaped notice at the time when in 1848, the * weighg'
ing and measuring tax” was abolished in Rajahmundry under the sanction of the Supreme Go-
vernment together with several other objectionable small items of extra revenue.

5. A reference to the correspondence

Zo Government 1st March 1847. that then passed shews, that among other ob-
From Government 8th October in Con. 22d Nbv. jectionable items then recommended by the
1847, No. 1114, R. D. : Board for abohtlon, was the farm of the weigh-
From Government 224 f’eb. in Con. 16th March ing and measuring tax in RaJahmundry, called
1848, No. 191, R. D. “ Kollagaram,” of the average amount of Rs.
2,439-5.9 per annum, and which existed only

in the Talooks of Peddapoor and Pittapoor. It was included under the general head of Moh-
turpha revenue, but was assessed on a somewhat different principle to that now brought to
notice, and conferred a Monopoly of the professmn in question which that now existing does not

convey,
6. It was thus more oppressive on the general community among whom it existed, but at

_the same time less disadvantageous to those who paid it than is that under consideration.

7. The amount of this tax is trifling in the extreme, and it is evidently partial in its ope-

_ration, existing only in 14 villages scattered over seven Talooks : as a burden on the industry of

the poorest classes it is highly objectionable in character, and the Collector strongly recommends
its entire abolition.

8. In this recommendation the Board entirely concur, and the more so, as they are dis-
posed to believe that the retention of the tax up to the present time has been by an oversight
when similar taxes in other parts of the District were abolished under orders of Government.

9. The Board have already alluded to its partial abolition in 1848 from the talooks of

_Peddapoor and Pittapoor where it was farmed out ; but in Extract Minutes Consultation, dated

8th October 1847 No. 1114, R. D. para. 14, the Govern-

'In Consultation 224 November 1847. ment observed that its existence in those talooks at that

time was opposed to the principle of the orders of Go-
vernment, dated 11th August 1817, abolishing this tax as similarly existing in the Government
Estates of the District at a time when Pnttapoor was under Zemindary management.
10. The correspondence that passed on
From dcting Collector of Rajahmundry 9th in the occasion of the above quoted orders of Go-
Consultation 21st July 1817. vernment seems to shew, that the inclusion of
To Government dated 21st July 1817. this tax in the Mohturpha revenue of the Dis-

From Govt. dated 11th in Con. 18th Aug.1817. trict was contrary to the intention with which
the levy of the impost was originally sanction-

ed, it being stated that * it never was intended to augment the revenue by this tax,” and it hav-
ing been apparently designed simply as a fee to cover certain charges connected with weighing
and measuring grain.
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I1. At the present day it operates merely as an irritating tax on the industry of the poor-
est classes of the community, and as furnishing a preterce for interference with the markets, the
removal of which is highly desirable ; and the Board accordingly resolve to recommend to Go-

vernment the abolition of this tax in the Rajahmundry Disttict amounting in Fusly 1266, to
Rupees 310-10. = .

: 12, They have reason to believe that a sum of about Rupees 160 per annum is still raised
in Gruntoor by a similar impost, the objectionable character of which was brought to the Board’s
notice by Mr. Stokes in 1843, regarding which the Board
propose to call on the present Collector for further infore

mation in view to recommending its abolition also to Go-
vernment,

(A true Extract.)
(Signed) J. HUDLESTON, Sub-Secretary.

——

OrpER THEREON, No. 1269 ; dated 17th September 1858.

1. In 1848, the Supreme Government sanctioned the

suring tax” and various other objecti i £ ndr In spite
i jectionable petty items of reve i i /] pi
LA nue in Rajahmundry.
however of such abolition it appears that ? ;

810-10, is still Jovied in that Diste: a tax which in Fusly 1266, amounted to Rupees

s :l‘l;e o c m; at. Jistrict upon the Measurers of grain, as a branch of Muhtarfa reve-

res.ent il ]‘" bdre ol opinion not only that the retention of the-tax in question up to the

fhe . o;t e; a)lals' ee}‘: a;lovemght, when similar taxes were abolished, but that the inclusion of
a e’ 1

Salts 1§vied . 1::1;‘; , "'/‘;la’f“ Lerenug Was confrary to the intention with which it was origi-

2 V12 TIGIELy*Wilh & view of covering 'certain charges connected with the weighing

and measuring grain. The amount of t] : 1 < ok

P Bt 0. 1e tax is shewn to be trifling in the extreme; its opera-

4 pretextA for ’in: _}a s the industry of the poorest classes; and its collection furnishes

ol elBerex;ce with the markets, the removal of which is highly desirable. The

1e boar I . s
j on the above grounds, strongly recommend its abolition,

2. So long ago as 1817 the tax was abolished in

.
the then Government Estates in the Rajamundry Dis-
Bdia Aaad 15 dbove: 1 i trict, and after the sanction of t}Te Go?’ernment 'of
Auentdingly o forthwit’h o el?tmn at all has been erroneous and unautho.nzed; its levy will
et scontinued as recommended. The Board should instruct the Collec-
e terms of the present order known to the parties concerned.

Erom Collector 28th October 1843.

No. 30.

abolition of the * weighing and mea-

To Bd. of Rev. dated 11t Augt. 1817,

3. Mention is made in the last para. of the
Board’s Proceedings of a similar tax of very trivial
amount® still collected in Guntoor. The Board pro-
e BaltH o Al IR e g o iatct with & view o FesdumEning 1S

1 question proves to be similar to the one, the discontinuance of

which has been ordered aboy
) e, the Board are authorized ish it at o i
vérnment the fact of their having done so, T e e e

* Rupees 160 per annum,

pose to call for information from the Coll

(Signed) T. PYCROFT,
Chief Secrelary:
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No. 3331.
Extract from the Proceedings of the Board of &evenue, dated 15t Seplember 1858.

Read letter from the Collector of Rajahmundry, dated 5th August 1858.

In Con. 1st Sept. 1838.
3 g [Here enter No. 92.] .

Resolved that the above letter be submitted to Government with the following remarks. :

9. Two Petitions were addressed to the Board last year by certain residents of Cocanada comﬁain‘gfg
that the Mohturpha tax levied on them, as Measurers of grain, had been raised gradually from one to four
Rupees, and that in that year it was double what it had been in the preceding year. :

3. They were forwarded to the Collector for Endorsement and are now returned with a report admitting
the truth of their statements, and explaining that the increase in the tax is consequent ‘on that of their
work and supposed profits.

4. The Collector submits a Statement shewing that the total amount raised in the whole District
wnder this head is no more than Rs. 310-10, of which Petitioners pay more than half, andobserves that
tm appears to have es_chmd noti e at the time whieh in 184Sythe ‘“weighin ;ﬂnd eassziug 5
swas abolished in Rajahwundry nthe sanction 9 4
othek ;)bjegﬁéﬁiblg /‘Smal;,ité‘ﬁls of ex

To . 14t March 1847, :
Troms, SthOct. in Cort. 924 Nov. 1847, No. Ll

»ﬁ; ’%Fub in 9;;'16“1 Ma:rch Qg
{arm of the seighing and ik
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6. Ttwas thils more othhe general
vantaé’éoa; to those who paid it than 18 the
amount "o@ﬂlis tax is trifling in the exfre
nly ingl 4 villa’gé scattered over seven Talooks : ) on i y of t ’r ¢
ijectiouubﬁﬁn cliaracter, and the Colleéto l%n‘g&rxds nfire abolitic ‘ o
& TIn this recommendation the Board entirely concur, and the mére “so, as they are disposed to
believe that the retention of the tax up to the present time has beed by an oversight when similar taxes in
other parts of the District were abolished under orders of Government. s
9. The Board have already #lluded to its partial abolition in 1848 from the talooks of Peddapoor,
ahd Pittapoor where it was farmed out; but in Extract Minutes Consultation, dat_ed 8t1} Octob.er 1847
fn Gon, 22 Nov. 1847. No. 1114, R. D. para 14, the Govenxwt observed that ifs existence in thosg
talboks at that time was opposed to the principle of the orders of Government, dat'ed 'llth Augtlxst 1817,
abolishiiig this tax as similarly existing in the Government Lstates of the District'at a time when

i as tnder Zemindary management. '
i L e ® 10, The correspondence that passed on the occasion of the

- Tyom Acting Collestor of Rejihmsudy o ouoted orders of Government seems to slhiew, that the inclu-
9"~';':,"(;ng.'a’:gl Jz?ls’; }l?];fiS] % > sion of this tax in the Mohturpha revenue of the District was con-
18}?1!1 B trary to the intention with which the levy of the impostwas origi-

nally sanctioned, it being stated that “it never was intended fo aug-
ient the revenue by this tax,” and it baving been apparently designed simply as afee to cover certain

charges connected with weighing and measuring grain.
11. At the present day it operates merely as au irritating tax on the industry of the poorest classes

and as furnishing a pretence for interference with the markets, the removal of which

of the community, holition of this
is highly desirable ; and the Board according resolve to recommend to Covernment the abohtion o H=

tax in the Rajahniundry District amounting in Fusly 1266, to Rupees $10-10. B
12. They have reason fo believe that a sum of about Rupees 160 per annum 1s St’ln rax.sed mn
Guntoor by a ;imilér i\ﬁpoét, the objectionable character of which was brought to the Board’s notice by
Lot ot Mr. Stokes in 1943, regarding which the Board propose to_call on t?le

Evom Colector 3804 October 1848 ot Cllegtor for further information in view to recommending its

‘ ~ abolition also to Government.

& (A true Extract.)
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Sub Seeretary.

T. PYCROFT, Esq., Chief Seerctary to Governinent.
Copy ta Collector of Rojahumundry. °
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