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No. 53. Read the following Extract from the Proceedings of the Board of Revenue, dated
19th August 1858, No. 3168.

In Cons. 19th August 1858, Read letter from the Collector of Canara, dated 27th July 1858.
(Here enter No,—.)

. Bd's. Pro. 22nd June 1858, No. 2167. Resolved that the above letter be submitted to
“ E. M. C. 15th in Cons. 27th July 1858. Government, with reference to the correspondence no-
‘ ted in the margin.

The following abstract shows the Salt transactions of the Canara District for the Quarter
ending 30th June last, in comparison with those of the corresponding Quarter of 1857 :—

1857. 1858.
Indian Maunds. Indian Maunds.
Balance in Store on 1st April... oy 2,33,208 1,54,594
Receipts to 30th June... weiien 4,13,366 3,869,172

—_——— ——————

Total Stock... 6,46,574 5,138,766
Deduct Sales to 30th June... 1,565,913

5,02,278 3,57,853
Deduct Wastage... ... resss Ty AHODE 20,758

Balance in Store on st July... A eeee  4,78,187 3,37,095

m—— enT——

Decrease in 1858...1,41,092
The transactions of the two Fuslies 1266, A.D. 1856-57 and 1267, A. D. 1857-58 are shewn below.
Fusly 1266.  Fusly 1267.
Indian Maunds. Indian Maunds.
6,22,727 478,187 -

Balance on 1st July...
4,41,210 3,96,212

Receipts... #encssnch seerae

Total Stock... 10,63,937 8,74,399
4,80,698 4,60,050
- 5,83,239 4,14,349
Wastage... 14 34 o o 1,05,052 77,254

sale’tot--o sscevenss sesene

——

Balance on 1st July... o 4,78,187 - 3,37,095

2. From the above it will be seen, that there has been a falling off in the sales of the
whole year to the extent of Indian Maunds 20,648, the value of which, owing to larger sales in
Fusly 1266 of the high priced Salt of Bombay, was Rupees 30,064. This decrease will be
duly noticed in the Board’s General Settlement Report, and it is sufficient to remark here, that
the sales in Fusly 1266 were unusually large, and exceeded those of Fusly 1265 by Rupees 93,063.

3. The important questions for consideration on this occasion, are the extent of private
imports and the small stock of Salt on hand.

4. The imports by sea in Fusly 1267, were only Indian Maunds 7234 against Indian
Maunds 21,139 in the previous year. This falling off is probably owing to exceptional causes,
viz., the scarcity of Saltin Bombay and Goa and the high rates of freight which prevailed
during a part of the year. The Board do not think any argument can be drawn from this
decrease, adverse to the supposition that hereafter with the reduced rate of duty about to be
allowed, larger private importations will be made, but it shows clearly that Government cannot
withhold their supplies without great risk, so far at least as the southern part of the district is

concerned.
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of 12 annas per Indian Maund,
istanding the disturbed state of

5. The imports by land from Goa, at the exceptional duty
were very nearly equalled by those of t

ven he previous year, notwitl
the frontier and the scarcity of Salt in Goa,

Fusly 1266. Fusly 1267.

Ind, Mds. Rs. Ind Mie By 6. The marginal abstract, shews

Imports by Sea......... 21,139 18,497 7,234 6,399 t}‘le (.fustoms duty levied on the quan-
Do. by Land... .., 44,700 33,528 44,512 33,386 U'Y Imported, in each of the two last
T T T —  Fuslies,
o 6"’839 92,025 ﬁ’ggg 11”2,;'165 7. Including Customs duty, with
Add decrease in Govt. Sales...... ... E 30:06 4 the Sales of Government Salt, the total
——— decrease of the year will be seen to be
Total decrease of Fusly 12617......... Rs. 42,374  Rupees 42,374.

8. The subject of pressing importance, however,
Indian Maunds, 4,60,050
Indian Maunds, 77,254

is the supply of Salt for the current year.

9. Tke stock on hand on the Ist July last, was only Indian
Maunds 3,37,095 while thesales of the past Fusly, were Indian
————  Maunds 4,60,050 and the wastage Indian Maunds 77,254. The
-5,37,304 stock now remaining would therefore have been insufficient for

3,37,095 the requirements of Fusly 1267, by no less than Indian Maunds
2,00,209 2,00,209. :

10. The Collector considers it necessary that early measures should be a
Indian Maunds 3,60,000, part of which should be delivered at
end of October or commencement of November.

dopted to import
the depéts of S. Canaia by the

11, Mr. Fisher apprehends that from the heavy rains alread
manufacture both of Bombay and Goa will be smaller this season than usual, and he therefore
anticipates that he must endeavour to obtain supplies from the Eastern Coast. The Board will.
have no difficulty in furnishing all the salt required from this Coast, but it remains to be seen,

y experienced in Canara, the

e whether freight can be procured on any reasonable terms.
* Note.—T'his rate is unusually high, The last supply from Bombay cost Rupees 53* per Garce

but the Collector’s anticipations of which, deducting the export price of salt on the Eastern
an uafavourable season in Bombay, Coast, viz., Rs. 15, would leave a margin of Rs. 38 for the
renders it unlikely that the price freight of 120 Indian Maunds, or less than Rs. 32 per 100
will be much lower this year. Indian Maunds. The most favorable rate, however, recent-

ly offered for the conveyance of salt to Calcutta was Ru-
Bd's. Pro.22nd July 1858, No. 2757. pees 30, and the Board apprehend that much higher terms

would be demanded for freight to Canara. From Tinne.
velly the rates would probably be lower, but a sufficiency of shipping could scarcely be expected
there. On the other hand, the salt of the Southern Districts costs less than that of Madras, and there
would be alarger margin for freight. The Board apprehend however, that it will be cheaper and
safer to procure the supply as hitherto from Bombay and G(.)a', and they would recommend that
the Collector be authorized to apply to the Bombay authorities for as much as'he may not see
reasonable prospect of procuring from Goa. It is possible also, that a supply might be obtained
from Secinde.

12. The Board can also, if Government desire it, advertise for Tenders from Madras and
the Southern Ports for the conveyance of Indian Maunds lsOO».OOf),(equivalent 20 'rather Miote
than 3,600 tons) io be delivered at Mangalore and Cundapoor. within t}-xe first fortm.ght o Mo
vember. In the event of the Collector being una.ble to o}nam a sufficiency from Bombay and
Goa, the balance must of necessity be sent from this coast.

13. If Salt can be shipped to Canara from the ].Eastern Coast as cheaply as it l}as hitherto
i ordi.nary years been procured from Bembay, (which the Board greatly do‘_“bt) 1t pawld-or

o ceferable to obtain it from Madras, and leave the for{'ner trade to Priyats Merchants
course be crlnel be relieved from all Government competition in the Salt and freight markets
who‘ ey t]?I‘sh ex ‘e‘riment would thus have a fairer trial, than it has yet received, so far at
2 bOmbay'b Seafc 1I: concerned, and at the same time the risk of an insulﬁf:ient supply, (which
i’e;stt :;Ii:?;n:: predicates) Would, be obviated, The charge for Goa Salt is so much less, that

IOV —— S

B & et

mber 1858.

NI I PSS AN I N
R S

o~ S : L
; : switation of 14th Septe
Fort Saint George, Revenue Consvliaton - D v
e e e e EA R = —
§- nt should, for the sake of a similar experim
recommend that Governme 5 ' - | ‘ 5
o ](?oar('lt:a'm]girtations from thence, and make good the deficiency by the more expensive
on its im ; ; |
s of procuring Salt from Bombay and the Eastern Coast. s f
- Ip would have been morec convenient if the Collector had reserved the question o
14. It wou : .
ik’ 5 arate communicaticn,
. Naik’s contract for a separ ' i J f
A““’“{ ‘his person contracted to supply 1,800 Garce of Goa Salt within tl\f, month‘ 0
sl :'1; pwhereas he has only supplied 772 Garce, 389 Mannds, the deficiency being
FebruaryOI;o ? which Garce 478 have been procured by the Collector from Bombay, and by
ar (s} - 5
G‘iuce 1’v.n'(‘:l,lases at enhanced rates and by transfers from the Government stores. ‘
ok The Board have perused the deed of contract, and see no reason to doubt t.ne Contracmr S
]6' leke ‘ ood the additional expense incurred by Government in purchas.:mg salt in con-
fn:: l'gfxult This is expressly stipulated in para. 3 of the deed, besides the penalty
5 (Aele . l '
5 II;S per Garce, for any deficiency not made good, and Rupees 50 per Garce on the
5 Rs.

liability to
sequence 0

of a fine of ! : : s s :
:ndefinite condition of ** inconvenience” being caused by his failures
indefini -

The Board however, are not disposed to deal hardly with the Contractor, if, as seems
N. e i S " - I . o
1 7 been the case, the failure of the manufacture in Goa, was the cause of his f(nlur‘eﬂto pelx
+ ce DLy : : g : . }
5 "“}‘f ontract. For all losses caused by any negligence or want of exertion on his part, he
4 C 3 . - - Sc . > e
f;)rml Ti)e strictly made accountable, but it would be unjust to hold him rcsposxblc? f().l CO}l]lSe
( /er ex is s have
e es which he could neither foresee nor prevent. To whatever extent his deﬁcleglcw;) av
nces 1 ; VB3 ==
guel occasioned by circumstances beyond his control, and which he could not reasonably be e ]
n 1 : ™ B ro = 0
eet d to foresee and provide against, the loss must be born: by Government as a uT;iltte? 1
3 3 ™ . '+,
Pec_‘: and such a course will not be productive of loss in the end, for (Jontractoxhs wi (ﬂ}t 1er
i i i * that no consideration will be shewn to them
hold back or enhance their rates, when they discover that no cons
for unavoidable lapses. . 2oE
18. The Board request the Collector to re-consider the matter, and propose an early aSJUSt
. i i ctr: roe
t of it on this principle. They consider that the Contractor is not hable for the extl.acl arg ;
n Fuot i
mfeR ees 3 per Garce, incurred in consequence of the merchants objecting to the equivalent o
(4] upee ’
424 Mercals per Garce. : '
19. The contract lapsed apparently in March last, and its formal cancel_mentlno}:v \I;oulg
t . cail. The Collector will of course receive no further supplies .ufxder it, and the o;lr
e r:.ot:l t i;l his report on the subject, he will state whether any quantities were received after
request tha
the contract expired.
(A true Extract.)

(Signed) J. D. SIM, Secretary.

—_—

No. 54 ORrRDER THEREON, No. 1245 ; dated 13th September 1838.
NO. O%.

1. The Proceedings recorded above contain a review by the Buard- of Revem{e ofhthe idlt
-ade in Canara for the quarter ending 30th June last. The only subject on which the orders
o gently required is, respecting the measures to be taken for the supply of
o a'rentu:::ar. yTh(el Collec;:or consid:rs that 3,60,000 Indian Maunds should be at.
oo {:or thlie:]u:::rt of which should be delivered at the Depéts of South Canara by the end o;
Ociobe o cxntasten S B, M- Fyae apohenis i she i o
Bombay and Goa will be smaller this season than usual, and he there n:»that ity
btained from the Eastern Coast. The Board observe that any amount tl cfhe ot
ply. i f‘ ished for consumption in Canara, but they expect that freight will be very ex
qunr?d e hur;ilb tern Coast ; though from Tinnevelly the rates would be lower,.a suﬁicx.ency
s -fmnl ; led 31; are of o,Pinion(,’ scarcely be obtained there. Under tll.ese cxn'ctlnlstaxxgeS.
01f S};pplzgt}fionuk t,h:t i)t' would be cheaper and safer to procure the supply as hluherlotlirogxoff]({:;;
e e : : e authorized to apply to the
bay and'Goa ; and the‘y recommenc: ::::trzzsemgz\llee;ll:rs:ect of procuring from Goa. They also
e Madras and the Southern Ports for the conveyance ot
propose to advertise for tendirsl fll'.Om ;1 :E Manealore within the first fortnight in November.
Iudian Maunds 1,00,000 te be delivere g

; anar 1d be at onee au-
2 The Government ate of opinion that the Collector of Canara shou : e at -
' ' Jta O o
e : 2 of the 3.60.000 Indian Maunds as he cannot obtain from Goa,
thorized to procure as much of the 9,00,
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from Bombay and Scind. If on learnin
authorities, Mr. Fisher is of opinion that t
timely notice should be given, that the Board may be enab]
pleting the supply from the Eastern Coast. Meanwhile if
in hand proving insufficient efforts must be m

3. Inthe 14th and followin
contractor, who having eng@g@d\twply 1,800 G. of Goa
1858 only supplied G. 772, M. 389 ; th?'d'e?ii:iency bein :
the failure of the manufacture in Goa, The Board con 1
the contractor responsible

ed to make arrangements for com-

e1f there is any chance of the quantity
ade to ship salt from Tinuevelly,

sider that it would be unjust” to hold
could neither foresee nor prevent:” and

ed by circumstances beyond his control,
equity.”

“ for consequences which he
eficiencies have been occasion
““ the loss must be borne by Government as a matter of

4. The Government are unable to

take the sam
done They would deprecate any i

e view of the matter as the Board have
= ; ; : with the internal concerns of contractors,
1If this is done in one case, In every instanee of defaul

gous i . t hereafter, the trouble of enquiring into
extenuating circumstances, which will always be urged by the defaulter, will be entailed on the
authori 1 i

in this respect has been productive of great inconve

peculiar instances that concessions should be made by Government, and if in the present case the
man be really poor and did indeed use his best exertions to procure the salt some concession may
be made, but as a matter of grace and favor, not of equity,

nience and loss. It is only in very rare and

(Signed) T. PYCROFT,
Chief Secretary.
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il Sy T : " Under the authority of the Government
g e, Vs 3‘.::?,\}\ 3 N s of India conveyed }}1 a letter dated 30th April
atte o SRS R e il ‘ , Yice /- e
§ ' 1858, No. 692,/the  Secretary to Government
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! ( 4 7/ Secretary to Government.
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