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Proceedings of the Madras Government, Revenue Department,

16tk January 1861.
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No. 218. Read the following Proceedings of the Board of Revenue, dated 24th December
1860, No. 6,048 :—

Read the following letter from J. SILVER, Esq., Collector of Tinnevelly, to W. HUDLESTON,

Esq., Acting Secretary to the Board of Revenue, Fort Saint George, dated Trichendoor,
17th December 1860, No. 507.

Sir,

1. Ihave the honor to forward copy of a letter from the Master Attendant, Tuticorin, -

dated the 8th December, together with copiesin English and Tamil of an Advertisement regard-
ing the contemplated Pearl Fishery, showing the value of the Oysters lately taken up from the
six banks proposed to be fished in March next. - :

2. The Peatls found in these Oysters were forwarded to the Board with my letter of the
11th instant.

" 3. I will have Tamil translations of the Advertisement made at my Printing Press here,
but as I cannot get Telugu and Malayalum translations made in Tinnevelly, I beg to request the
Board will cause 200Copies, in each language, to be printed in Madras, and sent to me at an
early date.

4. I farther request that this Advertisement may be inserted in the “Fort Saint George
Gazette,” and several copies printed at Madras, and sent to the Government of Ceylon, with a
request that it may be made widely known there.

5. I have inserted a clause in the Advertisement, that Chanks taken up from the Pearl
banks will belong to Government, in accordance with a similar Notification made on occasion of
the last Fishery in 1830, by the then Collector Mr. Drury. The Chank renter is prohibited by
the terms of his contract, from fishing within } ofa mile of the Pearl banks, so he can put
forward no legal claim to Chanks taken up from the banks which are not within the limits, where
he is allowed to fish.

6. Since addressing the Board, 1 have had the Jodi Talaven (hereditary Head man of the
Divers and Fishermen) with me for several days, and the Master Attendant Captain Phipps is at
present with me, to discuss the Necessary arrangements for the Fishery. Both these Oficers,
assure me that they confidently look forward to a successful Fishery, and that the prospects are
most encouraging. Every one of the banks proposed to be fished, is reported to be well stocked,
and since I have heard details, T am inclined to regard the Fishery, in a much more hopeful light,
than I did at first. What may be the actual results, I cannot pretend to say, with any thing like
certainty ; but that there will be a large surplus to Government after paying all expenses, there
cannot be a doubt. I trust anew and valuable source of Revenue, too much overlooked and
neglected in past years, will now be opened out.

1. Ordered that the above letter be submitted for the information of Government.

%. Ordered also that the English and Tamil versions of the Advertisement be forwarded
for publication in the “Fort Saint George Gazette,” and that 200 spare copies in each language
be sent to'the Collector for distribution. Copy of the English Advertisement will also be sent
to the Telugu and Malayalam Translators, with a request that translations may be made and
furnished to the Board with as little delay as possible.

(A true Extract and Copy.)
(Signed) W. HUDLESTON, Aeting Secretary.
No, 219, ORpER THEREON, 16th January 1861, No. 110.
Ordered to be recorded.

(Signed) J. D. BOURDILLON,
Secretary to Government,
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