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India Office,
- ‘j London, 22nd June 1893.
' Revenue, |
A o No. 10,
To His Excellency The Right Honourable The Governor -
in Council, Fort St. George. ‘
‘ +  Mrx Lorp, .
‘ Malabar. Memorial from Mr. J. W. F. I have considered in Council a memorial
\ Dumergue. from Mr. J. W. F. Dumergue, late Acting Col-

EESIR X

T

lector of Malabar, together with other enclosures
of your Excellency’s letter, No. 4, dated the 7th
March 1893.

2. I am not preparcd to interfere with the orders
passed by your Ixccllency’s Government in this
case. It is evident that while Mr. Dumergue was
placed in a position of great difficulty aud cm-
barrassment by the cxtraordinary proceedings of
Mr. Stuart, which are justly condemned in your
orders of the 5th April 1892, and while the cnquiry
entrusted to Mr. Dumergue would seem to have
heen coiducted by him in a manner which was
undoubtedly painstaking and laborious, he allowed
himself, both in his official correspondence and
apparcutly in his inlerviews with the authoritics
of Madras, to indulge in language which was un-
becoming his position as the head of an important
district. Moreover, there is every reason to infer
that the prolonged and acrimonious controversy
hetween the two officers, which must have been
very detrimental to the revenue administration of
Malabar, is in a great- measure attributable to
Mr. Dumergue’s omission to take Mr. Stuart into
his confidence, and to make use of his assistance
when he commenced the enquiry into the alleged
frauds. S

3. In connection with that controversy, I think
it right to remark that it might have been brought

toan end at an carlicr date if your Government .
‘had specially empowered some high administrative

officer to investigate on the spot the points in dis-
pute between the two officers, and either by his
personal influence o indace them to ‘co-operate for

. the benefit of the public scrvice, or, failing ‘this, to

procure the immediate removal of onc of them to
another district. Instead of this course being taken
an interminable paper correspondence was kept up
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occupying much unnecessd;y' time and leading to

‘no good result.

4. T observe that the Revenue Board remark on
the wegrisome prolixity of some of the papers in
the present case. In a recent Despatch, on the
subject of proposed additions to the Secretariat of
the Revenue Board, I referred to the undesirable
length of some of the letters and reports prepared
by your officers ; and T hope that your Government
will take effective steps to curtail the unnecessary
. length of official papers.

I have the honour to be,
My Lord,

Your Lordship’s most obedient hiinible Servant,
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