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PROCEEDINGS OF TIIE BOARD OF REVENULE =~ -
: (Lsxp” REVENUE). R

[ 25

Reap—the folloﬁéing Tnspection Notes from H. A. GASS, Esq.; Acting ‘Cb;xéefvator ;

of Forests, Southern Circle, to the Collector of Tinnevelly, dated Coimbatore, - -~

15th November 1893, No. 2408 :— .= 5 -

1 have the honour to send horewth the

notes of my recent inspection of your = .

District Forest-officer’s charge. =~ *: -
2. I arrived in the district on the 12th

~ October and left it on the 30th.

A dist¥ict of this importaﬁee from a forest

point of view should be inspected annually
by the Conservator especially when, owing
to the exigenciey of the- department, it i
in charge of a young and inexperienced
District Forest-officer. | . T
L . (Intld) G.S.F
16th Dec. 1893. :

‘Tuticorin, - ., = ».:

" 8. The - district- was last inspected in . - s

September 1891 by ‘Mr. Cherry,- and his -
notes are reeorded in Board’s Proceedings,
Forest No- 252, cated 23rd May 1892. ¢,

- 4, My time was taken up first with an
* inspection of the office, and inquiry into

certain subjects which are dealt with here-- ©
after, which occupied me several days. =
I then proceeded to Kuttilam, Ambd- -
samudram and Mundenthorai and returned
to Tinnevelly where I had the opportunity

of discussing -several matters with you; . °

and I completed my tour by proceeding to -
This'same éroﬁnd farm_ed for the most *
part a portion of Mr: Cherry’s tour, but
there were special subjects to inquire into
which compelled me to visit it again.”
. The nécessity I am under to visit South -
Malabar - during my short aoting period
as Conservator made it impossible for me '

“to prolong my stay in your district, which

I would gladly have done, @nd I am -
especially - sorry that I was eventually
upable to inspect Kudiraimoliteri, and the

measures being-taken there to check sand " - T
‘d.rifts’ &c. - - PO PN

-5, The Aojice Zutld{ng&.—-The tho'upstai'r

- rooms placed at the District Forest-officer’s
* disposal provide ample accommodation for " -

his office. " - . - . o
The space screened off by the District

. Forest-officer for himself might bé enlarged
" with advantage. ’ IR S
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. _ The unhealthy arrangement remarked
. , ) - -upon by Mr. Cherry at his last inspection,

' . : ' by which_the hot and foul air from a

.crowded office below, finds its way up

. ’ ) .certain air-pipes” and empties itself into

_ . - the Forest office rooms above, still exists.

. ) N + - The] pipes are '9” or 10” in diameter

The pipes will be carried through the and are carried through _the floor and
roof. ' L. stop- short of.the roof by about 3 feet
(Intld) G.S.F.  instead of being- continued through it to
16th Dec., 1893. " the outside. - - :
: o The District Forest-officer finds it incon-

venient to have his office at Tinnevelly.

' . while he lives at Palamcottah severdl miles
One and three-quarter miles. awdy and suggests that he be allowed to
(Intld)) G.8S.F. move his office into certain old public
offices in Palamcottah.  ° . :

e * 16th Dec. 1893. :
.. Certainlv not - This would necessitate his olerks who
Iy {1d ) G. S T live at Tinnevelly coming daily to Palam-
16th Dec. 1893 (Intld. B cottah.. I should not recommend any
c y ' . change being made. '

A notice board will be put up. , A notice board might, I think;* be put
’ ‘ (Intld.) * G. 8. F. up outside to make the-position of the
- 16thgDec. 1893. ' " office known to the public.’ .
6. The ofice registers, records, §ec.—~The "
. ’ . inspection of the office by an officer of
’ . the Financial Department was just com-
" mencing. : . -
: The result of my own inspection was as
follows 1—- T L
7.Form No. 1.—All constituted reserves.
. . are entered. The proceedings relating
S . . . to all theé reserves in the district have
been carefully.collected and bound up and
.§0TIS & convenient book of r'qferencg which
) goes a long way towards carrying out the
Will be attended to. - : orders which have been issued. én the sub-
© (Totld.) G.S.F.  ject. The book is a very useful record”
: + It should be indexed and have a proper

16th Dec. 1893.
. label on' the outside. . \

Mr. Cherry’s, suggestion to collect all*

* - ~ the records with map and other informa-
. tion into a "separate file with tard-board
. covers for each reserve has not been put -
. o . in hand, nor indeed does it appear possible
: = ' * to do it as yet. IR

8. Form. No. 2.—1TIs posted up rangew'ar,

'Will' be attended to. Index is wanted.

S (Tntld.) G. & F.
16th Dec. 1893. -

Wil be attended to 0. Iv ' Ther
P . Porm No. 8.—~TIs posted up. There

(Intld)  G.S. F. is'no label on the cover. :
T 10. Form No. 4.—Is not képt at head-

- .. quarters.
11. The Journal is maintained at Ten-
= : - karai Sub-range office and other places
* o L where the oporations justify it.

16th Dec. 1893.

A Y
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These items are® really erroneous
demands, .The contracts were cancelled ;

. and the gumg ought not to have been

-entered ag demands,

. Intld) G.S.F.
16th Deo; 1893; (Inld)

The matter ig being looked into.
. . (Intld.) G.8.F.
16th Dec. 1893, -. '

Will be attended to.
5 (Intld) .G. 8. F.
.16th Dec. 1893. ] -

. - Will be attended to, e
. T e (Intld.) @. 8. F.
16th Dee. 1893, .

. The District Forest-officer has since
* subm.itted ‘@ preliminary report, and on
certain items final orders ave been passed,
but a further report has been called for

- 1D respect of other itemg .regarding which

the information wag incomplete. In some

Jcases the debtors cannot be traced, in

 ome advances were given without proper
security, and in g few the period of limi-
fation has expired. In'the remainder
steps for Tecovery or adjustment are being

. taken. -

16th Dec. 1893,

(Iatld.) G.S.F. -

¢

12," Form No. 15.—Rupees 6,400 is

shown as outstanding up to 30th Septeme
ber last. This sum is made up of a
number of items of varying amounts
accumulating in the ordinary course of
business, being mostly monthly and quar-
terly .instalments, due on contracts, &e.,
which will be recovered on the dates they
fall due. :
" There are said to be only two items
of Rs. 105-8-0 and Rs. 208 due by one
and the same individual which may be
classed as irrecoverable, -

18. Form No. 16.—Everything is said
to be entered. Some ' particulars are not
very clear, and it is not easy to say where

* the things are. - :

14. Form No. 18.—Ts posted up.
There.is no label on the cover. Pages are
not numhered.  The book is maintained
by the fHead Clerk fairly neatly. The
District Forest-officer carries eash shect

. about with him. .
" Head Olerk’s cash book.—Is posted up
to date. -

16, Form No. 23.—T5 posted up. The
Conservator’s remarks® made at last in-
spection have been attended to.

There is much confusion regarding
sanctions which I have dealt with sepa-,
rately in detail.

16. Permit accounts.—The stock of per-
mits is very large. An account has been
opened in a ruled book. The District -
Forest-officer should éxamine this account
periodically himself and check it, and not
leave others to do it. :

17. Fyrm No, 43.—Tlas been posted up

- to dite. Very little attention has been

paid to the Conservator’s remarks made at
last inspection, - .
. Of the individuals whose names appear
In the ledger, 17 contractors, to whom
advances have been made from time to
time, have failed to execute their con-
tracts, and 12 disbursers, mainly subordi-
nates to whom advances have been made,
have failed to adjust their accounts, The
sums involved are Rs. 884-5-11 and
Rs. 852-2-2 respectively. T

Of the last,’some items are said to be
in process of recovery, but the bulk of the
Ioney appears to be quite irrecoverdble,
and the District Forest-officor should be
called upon to report fully on the whole
matter., . .



-+ - The reason given for this by the Dis-
trict Foregst-dfﬁeer is the heavy strain on
his office in completing the casing of the.

-

W111 be atterided to. o
' . ' (Intld.) G.S.F.
. 16th Dec. 1893, I

records*of 1882—92 in conjunction with

-~ the speciul temporary establishment. The

casing of subsequent records was unsys-
tematically completed and so could not be
entered chronologically in the- register.
But this is now being done.  TLast Septem-’
ber I issued a circular to all departmental
and, subordinate “offices insisting on the
.ourrent records being methodically - ar-

ranged and registered immediately on dis-

' posal,

_(Infld) G. 8. T.

16th Dec. 1893,

Will Bo attended to. - -
. - (Infld) G.8.F.
-16th Dec, 1893, . -

z

The numbers are largely fictitious, as
every office-note.and.query received and
1ssued. has been shown with a separate
number, ' ' .

This erronecus procedure .has been
pomnted out to the District Forest-officer.
Of 1,922 receipts and issues in September,
274,are shown against the Collectoy, 1,369
against subordinates, and 279 as miscel-
laneous. * A large proportion of these need
Lot have been separately registered.
These large numbers will nat recur. -

_ (Intld) G.S.F.
16th Dec, 1893,

V Ad

18. Form No. 50.—There are defects
in the maintenance of this register, which -
I pointed out. .

. All the security deposits aré said tobe
entered in it, which the auditing officer

was about to examine, ° ~

~*19, Form No. 52.—This register is.

posted up to end of March last, the last
case No." for 1892-93 being 397. 1
was very sorry to find that it has been e
entirely neglected since -March, and not
an entry made during the current official

year. L
The explanation given for this neglect
Is not at all clear. 1t i stated that v
number of papers have been cased, and I
saw a lot ‘myself; but that others and
earlier onés wére still uncased, but why

.the cased ones have not been enteredis

-

not shown at all. + .
~ 20. Form No. 53.—This - register " is
posted up to date. ~I looked at it care-
fully and traced back some of the papers,
sufficient to skiow" that it has been kept-
badly. Back and forward numbers are
frequently left out, and in a large number
of places the, forward number is entered
in pencil.. o ‘ ~
The word ¢iecorded” i3 constantly
omitted and finally disposed of papers still
appear as pending ones.” For the first six

. months of the year, the hand-writing is

dreadful and barely legible and- most
untidy, ,

. The last general register No. for .
- 1892-931is 14,727. From 1893-94 up to

30th September 1893, it is 9,718, and up
to 24th October 1893, 10,980 ; and the
last issue No. on same date is 9,329..

At this rate the-general register No.
for the year will approach 20,000 and the
number of issues 10,000. .

This colossal and increasing mass of |

correspondence is incomprehensible to me, =
and shows that there is something radically .
-Wrong in the management of the office.
~ Mr. Thornton cxplains that much of the
-increase i due to papers going to you for.’

approval and to large correspondence on

subject of proposed reserves, and of forest
offences, &o. = e

¢
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ence has occurred owing to Mr. Thornton’s
OWN cacoethes seribends, his habit of debat-
Ing orders "given him, and raising irre-
- levant points. There has, however, been
& great improvement in these respects
within the last four or five months,

| (Intld) G.S.F.
16th Dec. 1893,

This irregular practice came to my
notice some months ago and I issued orders
putting a stop to it, -

. . (Intld,) G.S.F.

16th Dec. 1893, : .

‘Mr. Thornton’s mistake was pointed out
to him. These issues related to points
common to other departments. In no
case did Mr. Thornton fail to* reccive in-

- structions- when such were ‘necded.
Papers sent ¢ fop approvdl” must neces-.

sarily have been returned to him.
o . (Intld) G.S.T.
16th Dec. 1893. B '

Papers received from the Board must
under the rules be registered first in the
Collector’s General office in the special
register. Letters from the Conservator
will be registered direct in the Forest
branch for the future. In any caso both
Board’s Proceedings and Conservator’s
letters are sent to the Forest office on the
day of receipt or the next day.

’ . . (Intld.) G. 8, F.

16th Dec.-1893. . .

A 5
A great deal of unnecessary correspond- -

causes confusion.

Whatever may be the cause of it, it
ought to be inquired into and reduced if .
any progress is made, as your Distriet
Forest-officer informs me that, in conse- .
quence of want of time on the part of his

clerks, he has to draft almost all letters—

even routine ones—himself.
The correspondence registers are carried

~ about in camp, and' ¥ cannot see the object

of this, and seeing that the register is of
the new unwieldy .pattern, it must be a
very indonvenient book to take abont., It
appears to me to result in loss of time and -

Mr., Thornton informed me that papers
sent to you fcr approval are occasionally
disposed -of and despatched from .your
General office, and le ‘is 1aft. in doubt

-about them and has to make references ;

and further fhat papers recelved from
Conservator and the Board are first regis-
tered in your General office before being °
sent to him.- This is a very unneesssary
proceeding. i :

L

I inspeet.ed the records of past ye;:lrs,
which have been arranged from 1882 on-
wards with the aid of the extra temporary

. clerks appoisited: by you. They are very

neatly done, and _with the list of files
Pasted up inside the pigeon-hole almiras,
are easy of reference. 5

Mr. Cherry remarked on the necessity

* for destruction of old records, and this has

been done on a large scale,

The current year’s records are as stated -
before, some of them properly arranged,
but there is a great want of system in
dealing with most of them.

The procedure to be followed in main-.
taining the correspondence registers 1ig
very simple and purely mechanical, and
the-arrangement of records is as easy as
possible, It is of course most essential
that these forms and this arrangement of_
records should not fall into arrears as they "
have now done, and it will be a heavy

- task bringing things into proper shape

again,



» Were not sent. . This is now being done. _

Intld.) G. 8. F.
16th Dec, 1893, (Tid.), S

" The instruction- in this para-grap}_l will -

_ . be attended to,

: . .(Intld. G.' 8. F.
16th Deec. 1893, ( ). .

. . 6 .
The records of #hree reserved forests '.
that some of these are in the Forest office, |

21. Settlement records—~I1 understand
_instead of being in your record-room.
22, Furm No. 54.~All books and maps

received have been entered. Neither
books. ‘nor maps bear numbers. Corre-

sponding to those in the,register, and it -

would not' be possible to trace out from
the zegister where theyate. ‘

- Thebooks want weeding out, and classi-
fied lists of officers and many others could
be removed from the book almyra. The.

. balance should be properly numbered and
catalogued. - ‘ )

A valuable book like H;)bker’s Flora of
" British India, which is issued in parts with -

- paper covers, should be bound. up.

* -Mr. Thognton ‘was in charge. of the
Southern and Central ranges for part of
the year so that supervision was exércised
without an inspeetion report being sent.

: | .. (Intid) G.S.F.

- 16th Deor'1893, - ’

- The' maintenanco of & register at head-

" quarters would invelve considerable labor.
Mr. Thornton explains that, as the range
is the unit charge, the Range officer on
the spot is able to record in the register
the monthly removals which would not be
known at head-quarters without increasing
the number of forms and returns.

(Intld) G. 8. F
16th Dec. 1893, - .- L

[ ,‘ . . Ps

23. Inspection of Range. offices.—Mre
Thornton appears to have done fairly well,
but not up to eode requirements. '

IIe inspected as follows :—

.. Last year— _—

‘No. I, Northern range once
yy 1, Central ,, ° twice
s I[I, Southern ,, once
and 5 sub-ranges were inspected once, and
Tenkarai twice. * I
This year~Since July Ist lLe has

" inspected —

No. "I, Northern range once -
ys . II, Central - ,;  twice
4y 1II, Southern.”,,  once.

24. Service books have been opened for
all subordinates of the permanent staff and
have been verified up to 81st March 1893.

The District Forest-officer has ‘opened
an office order book which takes the place

+ of the'service record suggested by, Mr.

Cherry. _ , . :
It is not int as useful a form as it should

and will be, and needs indexing, &e., but -

'it is nevertheless a step fn the right
direction. = ‘
25, Register of coupes.—As so much

has been done in your district in the way

of opening and working coupes, a register
of them in their conseoutive order of
opening and sale, departmental and other-

wise, with all essential details, might have -

been opened with advantage, and kept at
head-quarters. It is not.prescribed in
the code, but Mr. Thornton has ordered
a very useful record of these- coupes to

be kept in each range in which they are "
stiuated. . C D

el L » .
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96. License book.—As suggested by
Mr, Cherry, a license book has been ..
opened for each range and is kept at head-

quarters. In this a record of all contracts

" “iskept, The licenses are in triplicate ; the

-

‘Will be atténded to. ‘
. ‘ (Intld.) G..8..F.
16th Dec. 1893.

. Wﬁl be attended to.
) ' (Intld.) G.S. T
16th Deo. 1893. . .

This has becn dorie. s
. (Intld.) G.S. F.
_16th Dec. 1893. :

I noticed the want of such a check in
July last,. Mr. Thornton raised difficul-
ties, but it was pointed out to him that the
check was ecssential, and in September

. T prescribed a form on the lines of th.e

minor irrigation progress report which 1s
éssentially on the lines now suggested by
the Acting Conservator.
R (Intld.) G.S.I%
~ 16th Dec. 1893. . ' o

3

_original goes to the contractor, the dupli-

cate to the Range officer concerned, and
the counterfoil remains in the Head office.
It is & very.useful arrangement. A sepa-
rate book of licenses is maintained for
each range, and should be labelled accord- -,
ingly. - N L :

.

97, Rainfall " register.—A- registef is

" maintained showing results of .readings .

taken at the eight stations inthe district
where rain gauges are placed.

" The readings are also pubhshed.monthly '

in the Forest sheet, so that a complete

. record is kept.

98, Schedule of rates—Tlre rates for
cach taluk ddopted by the Local Fund
Department and the Public Works Depart-.
ment rates for the whole district are filed -
together, in the office. They are very
bulky and unnecessarily detailed for forest

" work, and consequently difficult of refer-

ence. - A convenient schedule-giving only
necessary items. should be prepared. No
schedule-of rates is kept in Range offices .

* where it 1s very essential considering the
. Range officers are called upon to prepare .

cstimates. _
99, - Tuspection moles, — Mr. Thornton

" should after inspecting a range send a copy

of his inspection notes to the Range officor

_ concerned. This is not prescribed I am

aware, but it scrves a useful object in
making defects known and emphasizing the
orders hé may have given when on tour.
A ‘note of this description for office inspee-
tions ‘is prescribed in the Code, and*the
one I recommend should be similar and
need not take up very much time..

80. Menthly progress reports.—1It" 18
not easy to know what progress is
being made in works in ranges laid . down
in_the annual plan of operations, the

'diaries being the only medium of informa-

tion unless a special report is called for
in cach case. - A mouthly report from all
ranges is a useful means of reference and
need only be very short—simply enumerat-
ing the works—the sanctioned allotment,

- amount spent, and baldnce remaining, and

in remarks column progress made during

. the month. .

"
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. 16t: Dec. 1893.

" 16th Deec. 1893. -

. officer will be asked to see thaf all suc
_ maps are on record

- supplied.

will be'attendéd. S
- (Intld.) G.S.F.
" 16th Dec. 1893. - :
The maps that have not been supplied
will be supplied. The District Forest-

in his office.

(Inld.) G.S.T.

The enclosures have beent colored yellow
by tho India Survey wherever they are
marked, but in some places they were -
omitted. The omissions will now

. '(Intld.) G. S.T.
" 16th Dec. 1893. : '

This will be attended to as far as pos:

‘sible. .
: (Intld.) G.8.F.
16th Dec. 1893. . . "= -

Will be attended to.
- (Infld) G. S F.

- of the reserves are very

. sheets have

be -

*

31. Tt_ﬂd/s maps.—Mr. Thornton has had
the maps of the several taluks cut.out and
joined together so as to form one large

map of reference.
- This is a most useful and complete

- record if properly done, but the draftsman

who has only recently joined the district,
to whom the work was entrusted,-has not
carried it out at all well. It is badly

~ pieced and badly mounted. - There should

be an ample margin of clean white paper
for entering names, areas, dates of consti-
tution and other details relating to reserves,
fames, areas, &c., of ranges, and so on,
The exact limits of the ranges should be

. colored in carefully; and it is desirable

that the Travancore boundary—the upper

' '!ine of the ghat forests—should be plotted
- in, as it does not-appear on the taluk
- sheets. .

The map should have & head board and
roller, and be capable of being rolled up-
with the aid of pulleys. - ‘

82, Village maps.—Mr. Cherry’s sugges-
tion that a copy of each village map of

h - villages included in, or bordering on any

of the reserves, should be obtained from
your office and recorded in the -District
Torest-office has not been given effect to.

Spare maps have been put away in
tin boxes and the boxes labelled. ‘
33. Survey. of India maps.—Mr. Thorn-
ton’s mounted folding copies of the reserve
maps show signs of wear and tear and

constant reference, and he keeps them up to -

date by entering in position of all coupes,
proposed roads, and soon., * *

The admitted rights of way and enclo-
sures have mot yet been colored red end
yellow respectively. Bl

- I should pljéf.er to' sce the mounted
copies of these reserve maps laid out flat

on sliding shelves in an almyra nstead - -

of being rolled up in.tins. This is the
manner . in which maps. are kept in the
Survey of India offices and is the proper
one for easy, reference and keeping in
better condition. Fach map should bear
‘2 number corresponding with the ome
entered in form No. 54. This could, of

course, be done only with maps "of the

n your district some
large, exceeding
100 square miles in one case; and the

been mounted in one huge
unwieldy map. ' .

regulation size.

-
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A board is put up notifying large sales.

Other notices will also beygﬁ"&ed.g

. (Intld.) G.8. F.
16th Dec. 1893.

T long ago pointed out to the District
Forest-officer the incompetency of the men
entertained in his office ; and for some time
be had been endeavouring to secure Imoré

" efficient men, but without result. T have

lately appointed a man from the Revenue
department, a graduate who was employed
as a Revenuo Inspector and had formerly
been Head Clerk of the District Board.

I agree as to this Second Clerk who i8
only acting and he will be replaced as soont
as the new Head Clerk ismore conversant
with the work. |

(Intld.) G.S. F.

16th Dec. 1893.

.

The office is no doubt bad, but Mr.

. Thornton’s own inexperience (for which

be is scarcely responsible) has also some-
thing to do with the confusion that exists.
\ (Intld.) G. 5. T.
16th Dec. 1893. '

The forest offico had not been regarded
as distinct. The existing clerks were men
of no qualifications or inferior qualifica-
tions who could not be provided with
places in other departments. -

_ (Intld.) G. 8. F.
16th Dec. 1893. :

’

 tunity of doing g

34. Notice bourd——A board is required
in the office for putting of sale notices and
other information.

85. The office staff.—Taking all round,
there appears to be marked inefiiciency in
the office. The Iead Clerk was Second
Clerk in South Arcot district office, and
Mr. Thornton considers him to be useless,
and certainly he is rendered so by being
kept completely in the back ground and
deprived of all possible control and oppor-

ood work.

Mr. Thornton has a good opinion, which
I do not share, of the present Second Clerk,
Somasoondrum Pillai, and proposes to
recommend him for the Head Clerk’s post.
THe is of eight or nine years’ service and is
still unpassed in Translation and Accounts.
To was appearing for his examination
while I was in the district ; but even if
guccessful, I am convinced he is ¢not at
present competent to be in charge of the
office. *

I had an opportunity of asking the
auditing officer what state ho had found
the accounts in, and learnt from him that
he had found his work very hard on account
of the difficulty in getting any information,
and speaking generally, there is no doubt
that the office wants taking thoroughly
in hand, and your Distriet Forest-officer
should endeavour to familiarize himself
more with the numerous Code registers.

What he nceds mow are really good
Tcad and Second Clerks and better organi-
zation and more method in the work.

The office, although 2 branch of yours,
is evidently regarded and treated as distinct
from it. The clerks enter it and risein
it and remain in it as Forest clerks, with-
out a hope or chance of getting out of it
into your general branch.

I strongly recommend a complete change
in the system, and that the Forest branch
be brought into closer compact with the
rest of your office by appointing qualified
men as Head and Sccond Clerks who will
be allowed to get their promotion out of the
offico in the ordinary way, the samo as if
they were in your general office.

-1 may here mention that in the next
district to yours, the present Huzur Sher-
istadar was once in the Torest office.
Another Head Clerk is now Town Sub-
Magistrate and two others are Stationary
Sub-Magistrates and one other is nOW
Acting Head Clerk in the Sub-Colleetor’s

office.
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Yes. I quite hagree.

16th Dec. 1893,

This has already been do'ne; :

16th Dec. 1893.

(Intld.)"-G. 8. .

(Intld) O. 8. F.

There is no doubt, the inconvenience
of a change of Head Clerk, but this may
be obviated by appointing of good Second
Clerk slways, who will be qualified in
every way to succeed a promoted Head

" Clerk. The work is technical, and the

orders are numerous and special, but there
is nothing in the code or accounts or the
orders that a clerk of ordinary intelligence
could not pick up in a few weeks. - _
If you are able to make suitable arrange-s
ments for the office work, your District
Forest-officer must give the necessary
control of the office into the hands of the
Head Clerk and place the requisite res-
pousibility on his shoulders ; and I am sure
things will work better than they do at
present with Mr. Thornton trying to do
everything himself. .

One innovation urgently requized is the

" registering of papers at head-quarters.

Routine papers can be disposed of in camp,

" and the fair copies cap, with your permis-

sion, be signed by the Treasury Deputy -
Collector, whose office is just below that .
of the Forest office, and a great saving in
time and also postage can be effected.

36. Proposed mneiw reserves.—To .make
my remarks on -this subject clearer, I
append a statement A which I Dad com-
piled in the Forest office. .

The procedure now followed is as

" follows :—

The. village karnams under your
orders ara giving assistance to' the Forest

. Range officers in preparing lists of waste

lands wherover situated, whenever the
arca is fairly large, say 200 acres or more.
The subordinate$ then prepare sket-
ches from the village maps and send to
the District Forest-officer who revises and
straightens the boundary, where necessary,

. with a blue pencil. Though every effort

is made to avoid it, this process may
possibly mean the inclusion of land held
on patta which will be left to be dealt
with at settlement. The revised sketch
goes then: to the Survey office in Madras
for the proparation of a map on the 16"
or 8” scale by joining village maps.
It then comes back to the District Forest-
officer for check and return again to .
Madras .for preparation of final maps on.
the 8” scale—in accordanco with Doard’s
Proceedings, Forest No. 168, dated 20th
April 1891. ’ . .
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 The District ' Forest-officer is having
these corrected. -

16th Dec. 1893.  (Intld) G.S. F.

This was owing to the District Forest-
officer not distinguishing assessed waste
from unassessed waste. 1 pointed out the
distinction to him sometime ago.
16th Dec. 1893. (Intld.) G.8.F.

)  The District Forest-officer commenced
operations on far too large a scale.
subsequently directed him to confine him-
golf at first to securing only few large
blocks in each taluk. ' -
16th Dec. 1893.  (Intld) G.S. T

The delay is mainly due to the number
of missing” village demarcation stones.
In soveral instances Revenue Inspectors

‘have been placed on special duty for this

work. \
16th Dec. 1893. (Intld) G. 8. F.

. The surveyor explains that the plotting
in the old maps on the 16-inch scale is
incorrect in some cases.

16th Dec. 1893. (Intld) G. S.F.

As noted above operations were com-
" menced on too large a scale.

16th Dec. 1893. (Intld.) G.8. F.

4

I saw some of the completed maps as
finally returned and note that the outer
boundaries of the proposed blocks are
colored green instead of red—uide Board’s
Proceedings, Forest No. 253, dated 7th
May 1890. . o .

The District Forest-officer takes every
opportunity of inspecting the proposed
blocks, and, according to the statement,
has actually inspected 83. _

The Range officers reported in each
case, the nature of the waste land with
remarks as to growth, &e. '

There is no preliminary demarcation
whatever in the shape of special forest
marks, and as the line usually follows
village and field demarcation stones, all
that is being done is to replace and

" number missing stones (of which there
appears to be a vast number in your dis-
trict) by a surveyor who is employcd
under Mr. Thornton’s orders. There is a
want of system in conneotion with this
work which is more likely to retard than
to advance it, and ‘as in a large
number of cases assessed waste will be
included, which, by the way, under the -
existing rules under section 26 of the
Forest Act, is mot allowable, unless the
same has been unoccupied for 18 months
previously, you intend to send the Dis-
trict Forest-officer’s proposals to Divisional
officors for report, which arrangement
stands in the way of finality. - The delay
is alrcady very great and though the work
of selection has been in progress for about
two years, in not one case has notifica-
tion under section 4 been submitted.
I cannot trace any delay in the Madras
Survey office. On the contrary the work
has been done expeditiously, and in all
12 final maps have been reccived back
from them, though of these 4 only may be
said to be quite complete and ready to be.
sent up with ‘the notifications under the
Forest Act; the remaining 8 nced further
corrections. Missing stones have been
replaced by the surveyor, and, on being
checked in Madras, tho distances from
stone to stone are found to differ from
those shown in the original field book ;.
who is now to put these errors right is
not clear. ‘

Mr. Thornton has done his best in the
way of pushing things, but there must be
a change of working. Board’s Proceed-
ings, Forest No. 321-F,, dated 8th May
1893, lays down that the District Forest-
officer should ordinarily inspectall blocks
proposed for reservation, and this should
be the initial work. -
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I inspected the taluk map in which
most are inserted, and I saw a good many
on the ground.
. There has been a very literal observance
. ' of the orders contained in Board’s Pro-
. ceedings, Forest No. 707, dated 16th
. : ' December 1890; but in my opinion, a
~ Ihad already instructed Mr. Thornton large number of the blocks selected should
~ to confine his attention at first to securing be rejected.. Many are far too scattered
a few large blocks in each taluk. To carry and too smallin extentto be of any practi-
out the Government policy (literally will cal value.” In all these cases it jmust be
take years. A : ~ borne in mind that not merely isa protee-
16th Dec. 1893. (Intld) G.8.F.  tive staff necessary, but a supervising one
S also ; and your district, instead of being &
fairly easy one with its 34 existing re-
serves mostly situated together on the
western side, would become an almost
impossible one with the additional 170
Mr. Thornton proposes, for though 144
only are entered in the statement, Mr.
Thornton informs me there are 25 to 30
more to be added, to say nothing of what -
may be done in the way of tank bed reser-
' : vations. I should therefore suggest that
1 have salready issued instructions on the number be greatly reduced and efforts -
the subject. . S made to confine the sclection to good sized:
16th Doe.1893. . (Intld.) - G- 8. F.  areas with straight boundaries in central
' - ‘ ‘ parts of the taluks where such reservations
‘ are likely to bo beneficial to  the people.
Tt must always be remembered that these
soattered blooks with the restricting staff -
are liable to cause considerable irritation -
L to the ryots. « S
“ Tagree. =~ In some cascs I saw the proposed eX-
16th Dec. 1893.  (Intld) "G.S. F. tensions to existing reserves are not good
, - S ones and moan a much ‘longer and more
tortuous boundary than already exists
with no corresponding advantages. I re-
gard the completion of this selection work
as the most urgent work in the district at
present, and advise that Mr. Thornton be
kept at it in preference to any other ; and
in order that it may be pushed on rapidly
to completion, it will be desirable, I think,
. to send back Extra Assistant Conservator
of Forests, Mr. Moss, to assist Mr.2Thorn-
) ‘ ton in fit, or else to let him relieve Mr.
) This has been done, Thornton of a portion of the district work.
- 16th Dec. 1893. (Intld) G.S.TF. With few exceptions the lists of waste
S land areas have come in, and it should be
Mr. Thornton’s task to inspect each one in
detail, and, if necessary, With the Divi-
sional officer, and send in his original plan
of the block and report with the Divi-
sional-officer’s remarks to you for appro-
val, and only after obtaining it, take

¢

X
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Yes.
16th Dec. 1893. (Intld.) G.S.F.
These areas are merely the suggestions
of the District Forest-officer. I have not
approved them yet as  proposed reser-
* ves;” and I agree that a large number of
his original suggestions canuot, at any
 rate for the present, be undertaken.
16th Dec. 1893. +  (Intld.) G.8.F.

. The first three applications forjRupees

19,000 were sent by the District Forest-,

officer in my name without my authority
and contrary to my instructions ; and I
had no knowledge of them till the Conser-
vator returned them.

The last application was for Rs. 5,000
and was sent by me for {transfer from B
« Establishment” to A  Conservancy.”
16th Dee. 1893. (Intld) G.S.F.

“This is a mistake. All the Collector did
was to sanction the estimates in view of
inclusion in the budgets of future years.
The District Forest-officer was directed to
~ apply for appropriation of funds to work
off his current budget allotments. In-
stead of that he proceeded to carry out

without sanction some of the works for

which only estimates were approved as
above, and some incomplete’’ works.

16th Dec. 1893.  (Iotld) G 8. T.

This is correct so far as regards

% roads ” but in respect of ¢ buildings ”

expenditure was incurred on some works
which were not strictly  incomplete ”
~ works of the previous year, being only

. works for which estimates were sanctioned
but which were not entered in the budget

of the previous year.
16th Dec. 1893. (Intld.) G. 8. F.

il o

steps to get the mapping work done in the

Madras Survey office. Many of the pro-
posed arcas are unsuitable for reservation
for various reasons and a large reduction
of the present proposals should render it
possible to complete everything in 3or4
months’ time. o .

87. Capital works a d applicatons for
funds.~Four applications were received"
from you asking for additional funds,
amounting in all to nearly Rs. 24,000,
comprising a request for Rs. 8,000 by
which amount your District Forest-officer
crroneously stated the Board and Govern-
ment had reduced the sums provided in
your budget for certain works and which
should therefore have been held to be
disallowed. The amount cut down was’
however Rs. 6,000 and not Rs. 8,000.
Another for the cost of completing the -
incomplete works of last year ; a third and
fourth for large allotments to meet the -
cost of a lot of new works not provided ’
in the budget, some of which had been
sanctioned by you without Mr. Cherry’s
approval though apparently prior to receipt
of Board’s Proccedings, Forest No. 643, -
dated 19th July 1893. '

The application for funds for the incom- : -
plete works of last year was received in * -

this office on the 29th August 1893,
instead of within the 15th April as ordered

.in Board’s Proceedings, Forest No. 434,

dated 11th August 1892.

Meanwhile the expenditure had been
incurred, and it remains now omly to
sanction it by curtailment of expenditure
on other works within your district.

I was at some pains to endeavour to
ascertain clearly the exact stato of affairs
with reference to works and sanctions,
and I append two statements, B and C,
which, I think, make it clear, ' B relates
to buildings and C to roads. ‘

I was not able to ascertain that any
unauthorized expenditure had been in-
curred excepting on urgent incomplete
works of last year, but I'learn in the office
that there is reason to believe that this is
incorrect. )

If this prove to be so, it will be dealt .
with separately hereafter.

38. B will show you that out of 12 pro-.
posed works estimated to cost Rupees

10,750 (6,000 of which was disallowed),
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16th Dee. 1893.

" 16th Dec. 1893.

- This is not altogether accurate. The

- 13 new works referred to were not really

substituted. The estimates were sanc-
tioned by the Collector, so as tobe ready
for future use. The District Forest-

officer’s letters asking for funds in respect
~ of these and other works were, as explained

above, sent without authority. Thé
District Forest-officer has been instructed
not to carry out these 13 works so no

. additional funds will be required except-

in respect of two for which separate appli-
cation may be made,
(Intld) G.S.F.

16tc Dec. 1893.
The remark on the preceding para-

graph applies to this paragraph also. - *

(Intld.) G.S.F.

This proposal has been subsequently:

sanctioned by the Conservator.
(Intld) G.S.T.

»
LJ

This was so; but Mr. Thornton was
. wartied time after time both by myself and

tho Conservator. that nothing was to be
done which was not previously sanctioned

" - and the distinction botween mere budget

approval of estimates and appopriation was
clearly explained to him. = . G5 F

C . (Intld)
16th Dec, 1893. '

* [ 2

v T agreo and this is now being done.

16th Dec. 1895.

14

(Intld) G.8.F.

L

one work only is identical in description
and amount with the original proposal,
and 13 new works are substituted, 2 of
‘which actually appear in your budget for
1894-95. :

The incomplete - works have cost
Rs. 4,829 and this may be nearly exactly
met from yourbudget sanction of Rs. 4,714,
leaving out maintenance costs which must
be met, so that. you have nothing left, and
if sanetion were accorded for the 13 new
works an additional allotment of Rs. 7,990
would be required by you. -

39. C shows that out of 7 proposed
works not one remains, and 14 new ones
are substituted. : -
" The incomplete works absorb Rs, 1,612,
and you are left with Rs. 3,788, The
proposed new works will, if approved of

.and sanctioned, cost Rs. 5,328, but Mr.

Thornton says that 7 to 11 (inclusive)

-may bo .postponed, and, as a fact, 4 of
_ them re-appear in the works proposed for

1894-95, so that no additional allot-
ment would be required by you at all.

- 40. There has been a complete thange
of programme and Mr. Thornton explains
that he based his plan of operations® for
1893-94 on his budget figures instead of
following the reverse course, and that at

‘the time his knowledge of the district

was insufficient, and that his proposals had
all to-be recast. Ilowever this may be,
the result is very confusing, though I am

not’ prepared - to call the necessity of the

.works he now proposes into question, and
- I shall approve of all the roads you have

sanctioned and shall support the proposed
expenditure of Rs, 893 in the Papanasam
road in sending it on to the Board, but as

regards the expenditure on buildings, I do .

not propose to take any steps at all and
shall leave it to-Mr., Cherry to decide what
should be done, and whether Mr. Thorn-
ton should be allowed-to give any atten-
tion to them when his time can, for the

present, be so much ‘better employed in -

pushing. on the important work of selece

* tion of proposed reserves, .
" As regards the application for addis.
tional allotments under A Ia, AIL A

VIe, A VII ¢, &ec., I.went over.it with

" Mr. Thornton, and there is not one singlo
item ,that may be described as urgently
required, and I do not propose to take

any dction now.

41. The Reserved Forests—Nallwnkuri-.

¢hi.—217:6 acres surveyed by Survey of

India, This hill is about 15 miles _fro§n
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Tirinevelly, reserved in 1889, but has been |
ander protection for about - 7 ‘years.
Growth very poor, contains some.Albizzia
amara, Albizzia lebbek, Melia, Acacia
Cucophloea, and a good deal of Kuphorbia
which the watcher should cut out. Inone -
part there is a group of inferior teak cop-
pice. The outer boundary is not cleared -
at all and only one stone pillar is visible
on the Alankolam’side. "
_ Signs of cattle grazing said to be ‘due to
semi-wild cattle. Regid protection is
very necessary. The adjoicing waste
land ‘running down to the public road, .
which has been selected for reservation,
has some scattered. Acacia planifrous and « * °
~ Albizzia amara - on it. The area is about
9200 acres. 'The addition muy make Nal-
lankurichi worth the money spent on,it in
the shape of protection. -
49. Okaninranpotiaiy—1 mile west of .
Alankolam ; 83 acres; steep conical hill,
bulk of which belongs to Uttamalai zemin- -

“dari ; growth very poor with a large

.

. spribkling of Euphorbia. Adjoining lands - ‘

proposed for reservation 400 acres, which
are almost bare. . ‘ o
48. Kutlalam.—Area '+ 14:86: square
miles. Surveyed by Sutvey of India. Iwas. -
only able to see the portion in the neigh-
bourhood of Kauttalam. The outer bound- .. -
ary is notcleared, and the demarcation con-
sists of large sized khandam stones. .Theline .
is a very tortuous one. The slopes facing
Kuttalam are better worked than I expect- .
ed to find in Some parts, but very sparsely

. + in others, and there is mugh sheet rock.

There is a good deal of teak, some vengai
. Anogeissus latifoliaa ; good deal of large

- sized Phyllanthum emblica, Albizzia eugenit,

Terminalia, Dalbergia paniculata, &c.
This reserve has beep under fire-pro- .

* teotion for 6 or.7 vears, and till this year ..

when three large fires have occurred, ithas . -
been very successful. The outer boundary
includes the famous, bathing place which

I hear was not dealt with at settlement.

. . 'The line should be altered here "and the
necessary area disafforested. * There are
numerous pathways including a broad one
leading to Tekmalai and Mr. Thornton
tells me there are other pathways leading

to abondoned estates which might ‘be

opened out again and repaired. T went.

along the inspection path known as Shem- -
bagadevi about 3 miles in length, It is- -
very narrow and hardly ‘rideable in some
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“Working circles will be decided on as
soon - as possible, The District Forest-
officer - explains that Colonel Campbell
Walker told him to wait until ‘the work-

16/thDec. 1893. - -(Intld.) G.'S.F. -

-~

parts, and steps are.now being taken to
blast some of the protruding rocks. It is
a pity some sort of trace was not origi-
nally made or a better line than the pre-
sent irregular one selected, as the possibi-

lity of converting such inspection paths

info cart-tracks should always be kept in

* view. The portiox of forest through which

this path runs must have been very fine at
one time. There are large numbers of pol-
lards now and improvement fellings are
much needed. ’ )

44. Tt is proposed to add on six new -

blocks with a total of 1,800 acres. They
are intended to round off boundaries and

will, on the whcle, answer the purpose, .
though one small ‘roeky hill I saw to the

eagt of the Government tope would be
better left out than otherwise.- The new

proposals take in the grazini[ grounds of .

Mel-Agaram, Aiyiraperi and Madalamperi,
the inclusion of which for settlement Gov-
ernment has sanctioned recently.

- Several of the new sign-boards are set
up. I observe the name of the reserve is
given on them as Courtallam, whereas the
notification and map make it Kuttalam.

- 45, T inspected séveral of the coupes °

and was much pleased with the coppice
growth. This system of working over

‘areas by selection has been in existence -

for some years, and so much information
has been obtained that the.experimental
stage has been passed -and the time has
certainly come for developing th¢ old,-ex-
isting and future coupes into working cir-
cles and a definite plan of working must
be introduced which I discussed with Mr.

Thornton ; otherwise the supply will be

impaired, in fact, I foresee difficulties in
this direction already, though, no doubt, a
considerable denfand can, forsome time, be
met by means of improvement fellings ex-
tending over a considerable area. . = .
The practice here is_to work the coupes

by means of charcoal-burners who cut’

trees and trim stools and are pnid 4 annas

. for every sagk of charcoal they produce
-'which, in its turn; is sold to contractors. °

20 to 25 standards are left to the acre
though they appeared to me to be much
‘more -numerous. The demand for fire-

wood is met entirely in the shape of head- -

loads, and carts never come to the coupes.

" The coupes are well defined by means of
~cleared boundaries- and -the ‘corners are .

stoned.out. :

. The cutting is done.well ; grazing is not
.allowed anywhere in the neighbourhood
«of .coupes and mno special precautions are
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Mr. Thornton vstates that the Amba-

* simudram mills are willing to" purchase

charcoal at Rs. 17 a ton.
_16th Dec, 1893, (Intld). . G. 8. F.

17

therefore necessary to protect them.
Thirteen coupes have been opened in all
since 1886, and, taking the figures for 11,
I find the averages to be—

Area 33 acres.

Net profits of working per acre Rs. 16.

So if the rotation be taken at 20 years
which, I believe, will be necessary, and
debit proportionate cost of establishment,
the profits per acre per annum almost
vanish though the® encouraging remem-
brance is left that the forests are greatly
improved by the cutting and the future
stock will be far more valuable than the
previous one.

46. I inspected Mr. Thornton’s charcoal
kiln in coupe No. 13. It was 32 feet in
diameter and 8 feet;high and was built
with 451 tons of Wood most of which was

. newly cut

It was lit on the 11th September and
having burnt out was relighted on the
12th. It was closed after 16 days of
burning and left to cool. It was finally
opened for removing the charcoal on the
20th October. The actual costs of cutting,
stacking and making charcoal amounted
to Rs. 79-8-0. Add to this Rs. 49 as
lowest value of wood, total Rs. 124-8-0, °
the results have been—

4*8 tons of charcoal.”
7-7 tons of half charred wood.

The charcoal is valued at Iis. 7 per cart-
load of 16 sacks' 4’ by 2’ by 2/, and 4
sacks were weighed and were found to be
120,130,130 and 135 pounds, respectlvely,
average 129 so the result of this burn- °
ing would b — .

RS. A. P.

5} cart-loads ... 3612 0
Add value of 77 tons of )

wwood ... 710 '*0_

44 6°0

-—

Netlloss .. 80 0 O

—

The site selected for the kiln being in a
windy gap at a windy time of the year,
was a bad one. The ground does not
appear to have been raised in centre,
sloping outwards all round.

The kiln was defective in shape and
much too flat. The flue and vent appear
to have been faultily constructed, account-

. ing for the difficulty in lighting.

Wind screens, of primary 1mportancc,

were not put up.
The kiln was closed far too soon. A

month at least was required.
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* In cooling off, the cover should have

been removed in sections,

sifted and thrown on again.

47. It would have been better for
" Mr. Thornton to have burnt a few small
kilns first to instruct his subordinates,
and he would have himself gained thereby
the experience he stands in need of before
trying his hand on such large kilns as the
one here and that at Mundanthorai, which

I shall refer to hereafter.

thoroughly

I collected some interesting statistics
regarding the native method of charcoal
burning which I give below.

- First, some figures which were got from
the forest guard and which [ cannot
regard as very reliable :—

Weight of Unburnt | Number of
woodansed. Charcoal. wood. sacks.
1b. 11b. b,
1,780 351 80 3}
1,750 375 25 5%
1,120 235 40 2}
1,320 370 30 3%
5,970 1,331 180 15

An average of about 22 per cent. and -
882 pounds of charcoal to the sack.

‘While on the spot, I took one sack of
charcoal from a native heap, weighed it,
and found it to be 80 pounds only:

This was of some soft wood probably

vendale (Grivotia
inferior charcoal.

48. Under my instructions Forester
Mr. Jackson made some testsand sent the
following information which may be
accepted as accurate :—

roftleriformis) very

Q) Anogeissus latifolia

* Number of
W ::5:‘; of | Charcoal. Percentage. | Unburnt. Nmﬁr of ;gg !l‘bl')e:f
charcoal.
b, Ib. :
Albizzia lebbek e . 980 178 182 60 ] 112
Acacia leucophloea . e 1,895 205 10'8 . 3 1446
Terminalia tomentosa e . 1,610 3564 - 234 25 33 . 106,
. 1,490 345 231 b0 3 -9
Qrivotia rottleriformis .. . 820 125 152 40 21 2°
. Total .. o 1,207 . . 14} o

The average percentage on the five
different kinds of wood works out to 18-02
and the average weight of each sack 1s
85 pounds, the karamardu and vekkali
yielding by far the highest percentage.
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49. 'The native method of burning is
extremely primitive, but it suits the-
requirements of' the people apparently.
The method followed by Mr. Thornton, -
which is in vogue in Germany, undoubt- -
edly yields a far higher class of charcoal,
and, as stated above, the weight. of the

" charcoal per sack 129 against 8) by the

o ‘

Will be attended to.-
. 16th Dec. 1893,

o

. ‘owner some grazing ground poramboke in

another village by way of exchange. -
16th Dec, 1893. -
A hole and tap will be made to let the

water out. | I .
16th Deec. 1893. (Intld.) G. S. F.

- ®

The instructions of the Conservator and
myself, which Mr..Thorton disregarded,
recognized the valpe of this mode of
transport, but directed that experiments
should not be.undertaken here pending
the results of the Madura experiments
and in view of the state into which his

" . other work had lapsed. '

16th Dec. 1893. (Infld) G.S.T.

(Tatld) G:8. ..

_The matter is umder correspondence. -
‘The Forest department took up the land .
without "sanction, preposing’ to give the,

(Intld)) - G: 8. Fo-

. District Forest-officer will subfmit a clear

native method—the same.species of wood

being used ; but as at present salés are by .
bulk and no{ by weight. Careful enquiry. :

mist be made as to possible value 6f the
better class of charcoal before any attempt

-is made to introducé a new method of

burning, and I may add here that success -
in this depends on its being done on a large
scale, as the trained employés, while one
kiln is charring, should be cngaged in
constructing others in. the same locality,
and a single kiln is a poor-test of what’,

tlte financial results may-be.

50. Kuttalam rest-house, - which -cost,

I understand, Rs. 884 in 1890, is well

built, but faulty in design, and there are” |

too many small rooms to make it comfort-
able for a European. The roof stands in
need of repair-here and there, and that of
the kitchen and godowns is very uneven.

. A pandal at the west end must be very:-

necessary during the monsoon.,
Pegs and shelves might have been intro-

- duced with advantage herc as in other rest- )

houses in the district. -. . .

*The levelled road in front is on the
very edge of the reserve boundary. The,
road leading to the housé and the stabling
and an experimental garden are wll on
private land. ' .

. 5T. There is & rain-gauge set up here

and built into a brick and chunam stand,

though one of the defects in the forest "~ *

differential rain-gauges is that water.accu-

-mulates in the- tin box. containing the
‘bottles, there being no outlet, and the box

can only be emptied by turning the tin
upside down. Here accumulated ram
water can only be -removed by soaking’ 1t
up with a cloth or a sponge. ’

52. The wiré shoot.—=The slopes hero

“are exactly adapted to tlie use of the wire-
‘rope shoot, and while I fully agree with

your. action .in objecting to any expendi-
ture whatever being incurred- oh the

_unproposed aud unsanctioned experiments .
made by Mr. Thornton, still I think 1t

desirable hot to lose the chance of purchas-
ing a cheap rope and runners if your

~



S o S c ciafements dealing with the purchase
' : AS St - question only. " .
' ' . o . "1 inspected the rope and ‘jts working.
7 Tt is set up 2 little to the west of the
o . * forest bungalow; and the sketch T append
. ' gives particulars. of length of rope, fall -
S v - . and dip, and the class of.runner used. -
) ' e .~ The rope starts by the side of a. coupe
T ‘ ' o aboye thé bungalow and terminates in
_ private land below it at the back of the
stabling. IMr. Thornton appended a long o

description of it to his'last annual report.

A

- © T I am not -prepared to follow him into all

3 . Lt : - . his figures and speculative - conclusions- , .-
- IR ' ‘ which are over-sanguine, but there can be
. - no question of the enormous saving in cost

of transpoit, provided always there is-a
. ready demand’ for the wood* conveyed °
.« . | down. I hear.from Mr, Thornton that
_ .+ . .« e these shoots are.largely used in Travan-. . e’
e o © core by planters for shooting downjg tea,

manure, &c. - . : .
53. The rope is one.inch in eircumfer-’ -
. ‘ence and without a hemp core:.- It is in
o . ' good, order and about 500 yards in ome’
i . ?Mr. Knight.. ' . " length. . Mr. Cameron, from.whom it was_ |
“16th Dec. 1893, .- (Intld) G. 8. F. obtained, wants 4 annas a yard for it and
. T believe Mr. Knight made a mistake = Rs. 2-4-0 for ecach runner, According
about the price. =~ . L to Crowder and Co.’s catalogue, Bullivant’s.
‘16th Dec.1893. - ~- ~ (Intld) G- g, F. rope of 1 inch circumference cost As. 8-6 .
: o . . in Bombay. The runners are very neatly .
e , made though it appears to me they are
" - costly at Rs. 9-4-0, but still I am told
Co , _ . this is less than they cost.at Colombo
o e " where they come from. 1 do not approve
I ‘ . . of the design as they are liable.to tumble.
: ' ‘ 2+ off the rope 4nd would do so if the load-
. in running touched any  obstacle, as’the
. ..~ branch of a tree. ) .
PR : However, I saw. some 20 16ads run down
' B S  without. any accident, though T was told _
: * such had occurred reviously. o
_ The little Mr. Thornton has done has,
e e convinced me more than ever of the
o, oo PO ’ .+ importance of largely introducing this .
: ’ : o . means of transport for forest material.
' ‘ _ The success with firewood is certainy for
L , though " there is a considerable jar at the
5t T . .- endof the journey it could be overcome .
' ’ : : ~.with a buffer of branches, twigs and grass,
. - or the automatic arrarigement proposed by
.~ .- meinmy report embodied in Board’s Pro- .
_ s -7  ceedings, Forest No. 441, dated 10th*
T o E . . June.1893, should "be ", erected, *which
1 S ’ T : * would effectually check the jmpetus:. -~

L
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®,

- margosa trees.

_ 16th Deo. 1893. |
o The District Forest-officer has been

16th Dec. 1893. *

.The land “has ;be,el‘l planted - .up. with

- (Iotld) G. 8. F.
16th Dec. 1893. °
. - . . ¢ »

L]

" * .. A well will be dug when funds admit.

. : “(Intld) G. S F.
. 16th Dec. 1893. '

~An avenue has already -been pla'nted :
. and the whole "compound will be planted

up ag funds admit. There is a wel

- within 200 yards which cay be used. -

* 16t Dec. 1893.

(Intld.) G.§.F.

Rent, will be p:ﬁd for the future.
' . (Intld.) G.8. F.

“asked to report on this. -
' ‘ ~ (Intld) G S. F.

- This is recbiving attention. - -
' A (Intld) G.S. F."
16th-Dec.-1893. . BT

.
L

.~ ..

- 22

* A'well is much needed. - .

Mullimalai.—Area 457 deres; not sura™
veyed. Growth slightly better. The
portion of Mudalamparai-grazing ground
visible from this part is almost entirely
denuded.” - - ' :
" 58." Sivasaialam rest-house passed and -
inspected en-route to Ambégsamudram.  °
Cost Rs. 875; built last year. Good bunga-
low and well built and finished: Tiled roof -
with a small flat pointed.tile peculiar to .
these parts. Compound might be extend-
ed and planted up. Shade is  badly
needed. Wall of mud but incomplete.
Wire fence would, probably be. cheaper. .
. o
57.. Ambdsamudram.~1 inspected -the
site “proposed for, the forest " bungalow

there, and think it a good one and proba~
bly the best availables Shade is badly
wanted and the ground should be planted
“up without" delay.  There “will be a
- difficulty about water at this place. Sub-
Assistant Conservator Mr." Gurunatha

Pillai in charge - of the range met us here -

. and T inspected his office.

"It is an old Police building with tiled

' roof, kept very clean and tidy by the Sub-

Assisfant with a neat garden in front.
The sitdation of the building is" bad and |
very hot. This building is occupied by.
the Sub-Assistant Conservator as a resi- ‘
“dence and the office is a small detached one
foom building. No rent is paid by hini
. although he has lived here for over one
year. = A.watcher is émployed who is in,
charge of .property, but has given no
security, nor does it appear that any other

watchers in the .district have ever been- g .

called upon to do so.. e - .
 58. The Sub-Assistant Conservator’s, -
roffice is in.a very indifferent state and ‘he.
‘evidently pays next to no attention to it.
There ‘18 . little- or no furniture, even
necessary, articles. . There is no taluk map -
" of the range hung-up with the position

« and names of reserves marked on if. No

‘schedule of rates is kept up. There is no

" notice board in office for putting up sale
" notices, &c. . The records of the past two,

years are «said to be carefully arranged.. -

". I doubt it: Prior to that they are admit--

* tedly in confusion.

The cash' book is not labeiled. The
pages. are unnumbered. Headings are

omitted. There are many pencil entries ; .

many corrections not initialled.
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" Tincluded a provision for the purchase

in the budget of 1894-95. oo
16th Dec. 1893. - (Intld) G. 8. F.

The stone pillars will be firmly fixed.
The tortuous boundary is due to the adop-
tion of the.revenue survey line as the
eastern boundary of the reserves. Pro-

posals for straightening the line wherever .

possible by the addition of new lands are
under consideration. Missing stones are

being replaced. _
(Intld.) G. S. F..

z¢ 5 .
4 or the Z.?é;;'éyw}e/ ar capying

2 19 o stwting aung %

b1 Derantinnt 1 sy zég/";; %fjl

TS 0 o oy g ey o b case

a2y ey e cookis % werk e

rope af £ amnas each and, / periaps srx iz a4
to bring the wood in bundles from the ad-
jacent coupe. Whereas by testing a cooly’s
capacity, I found a man who worked hard
the entire day was only able to carry -
1,125 1b. in 11 trips and this at a place
where there is a good bridle path, and the
saving would be infinitely . greater 1n &
place difficult for coolies and the rope
could of course be used easily in many
places impracticable to them altogether.

As you objected to any expenditure on
this rope, Mr. Thornfon fransferred it and
the runners to a charcoal contractor at the
game prices he was asked to pay, with the
proviso that he could have them back on
the same terms if necessary. ‘

I do not know if the contractor is bound
by such a proviso, but it so, I certainly
think steps should be taken to acquire this
cheap rope. '

55. Pdpandsam - reserved forest.—Area
148-90 square miles; surveyed by Survey
of India. The lower slopes at the junction
of Ambdsamudram and Tenkdsi taluks are
very badly wooded and need careful pro-
tection. The demarcation here consists of
stone pillars which are not firmly set 1n
ground. The line follows the survey line
of stones and is most tortuous. The num-

~ ber of pillars to the mile must be very -

great indeed as every. stone has one.
Turanamalai proposed reserved forest and -

. waste lands adjoining connect with Pépa-

nisam at this part. It isnot demarcated

~and the replacement of missing demarea-

tion stones is still far from complete. The

. growth is very poor and consists mainly

of scattered stunted Stereospermuit chela-
notdes. ' o

Kalaianamankoilpotai, Koviladiporal and
Sulapapotai are three gmall reserves touch- -
ing each other and it is not clear why they
were not notified as one ‘block, Areals
500 acres. 'They are very barc indeed ; the
principal growth is stunted Stereospermum
chelanoides, Not surveyed by Survey of
India.

3
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23. :
) ‘ " Form No.. 16,—Badly kept and most
L o -+ confused. ' ‘ :
° : L L. . Form No. 62 is not kept at all.

o Tt R Form No. 53, —Numerous etrors. .The -
. . / P Sub-Assistant Conservator does not appear .
. o oo . to understand it himsel and leavés it .
-, N : o .mostly to his writer, No headings. No .

S - o '~ label. Back and forward numbers often
S . _omitted. . Numerous pencil entries. Last
general * number from 1st July is 1869

which is far too high. ‘The register is .

, . posted up to date. -~ 3 .

: e Form No. 54.--Books and maps all’
5. S o T lumped together in a- very confused

S . : -, fashion, Maps in office not kept properly. -

' ' o * Number of office text books were des-
S © froyed in the Mundanthorai fire. Steps
T ) should be-taken to replace them.. ¢
- c ‘ T - Coupe Register—Not well and peatly -~
.. © kept. I, .
I . . Plantation Journal appears to me to be
' ' ‘- * véry unnecessary but is kept in a way.
R Rainfall Register is ‘pdsted up to end
.. " of September. ‘A suitable leather bound
book is necessary. Flaces where ganges
. .- . : _ " are set up are spelt wrong. S

B e Lease Register—~All contracts are en- -
' tered. No label. = . o e

Fire Occurrence Register—This 1s well

) A : . done and -the grea-burnt over is marked -
) . . . ~'3n‘tracings of the reserves and kept up to’
. ate, oL .

R . Forest Offence Register.—DBears nolabel.”

’ L »  *  There are-numerous errors and ontissions. . <

o B " This wants careful check and attention. °
. . R . . Establishment Book.—Establishment
o - regularly and punctually paid. The Sub-.

« . Assistant Conservator pays himself last of -

IR et * .59, There is a depdt at back of -Sub-
o Ce ot - Assistant Conservator’s house with. a-
. T ~  considérable quantity of Kongu, Hopea,

.Wightiana, in it in planks and joists of
. e varying léngths and sizes. - Timbercomes
. S “from beyord Mundanthorai, altogether -
- . _gome 18 miles.. Sales are-.usually held -
here and not'at foot of hills. = -~~~

o L e ‘ s.  The departmental costs are—
e . * . L . . . . ] o . Per cubic
. L Soe ‘ . . oot
- h . Cofting and squaring °e 4 6,
. R S Carrying - ... . . 3 0
: . ' M - : ° ‘Ca'rting T s .ll. -.000 3 O .
. .. . . .. ) . R . i . P ) -~ . - ) . . — L)
’ S - e Total ... 10 B
: S Average selling price is Rs: 1-€-0 ta”
ce 0 DBe1-820.7 . - . '
» ® ‘..
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-»  These will be provided.

) (Intld.) G,8.F.
16th Dec. 1893, T

These will be procured. .
‘ (Intld.) G. 8. F.
16th Dec, 1893. |

Vide explanation under paragraﬁh 55.

- (Intld.) "G.S.F.
‘16th Dec. 1893.

The pillars were purposely not number-
“ed until al] the additions have been

- gettled. The field stones at the side of

the pillars give the numbers corresponding

“with the map, -
L ’ (Intld.) :G. 8. F.
- 16th Dec. 1893, - .

- much better wooded.

" Rs. 3,691-12-0 during

24 :
The timber here as at Mundanthorai

depdt is much exposed to the sun and

needs proper pandals to protect it. The

timber is brought from one depdt to the

other with insufficient check and far more,
method is required. Steel .digits are

badly wanted for stamping numbers ‘and

dimensions on logs.

Form No. 7 is very badly kept by the
depbt-keeper at Mundanthorai and it is
very difficult to say from it what timber
is in stock. , K B

60. "The portion of Pdpandsam reserve .
to be seen on the way to Mundanthorai is
The proposed ex-
tension near the river is a good and suit-
able one, buf the boundary of the reserve

. in this direction is most, defective.

" Along the section of road between
' Pépandsam and the foot of the hills, it is
sometimes on one side and sometimes on
the other in the most extraordinary fashion
and it is possible to find oneself in a
 circle of boundary pillars, the' line being

. only ascertainablé by the nu mbers on the
. field stones and not by the forest pillars.

61. I inspected the work done on the
new trace of the Pépandsam road. Itis
almost identical with the line selected and.
marked by Mr; Eber Hardio some years
ago, and is an infinitely better onc than .
the existing road which crossés a high
hill with a number of most dangerous z1g-
zags and a very steep gradient, that of the.
new trace nowhere exceeds 1.in 15. T}:le .
ground is, however, most difficult and will
need a vast amount of blasting and revet-
ment. 20 .

Work has been donme so far for a dis-
tance of about one mile in several sections -
with breaks of difficalt ground in

< between.

It shows good work. . _

The total length of the mew tracc 13
abbdut 21 miles where it connects on again
to the existing road te Mundanthorai.

Expenditure up to date has been
1891-92 and

1892-93. The total estimate amounts to

~ Rs. 12,300 and the work will require the .

sanction of Government.
" No proposals-regarding this road were
~made in the plan of operations or the

The estimate was not ready when thé~ budget for 1893-94 for reasons not ex-

budget was prepared. Special proposals, plained to me.

Mr. Thornton, however,

were subsequently submitted and. the proposes to spend Rs. 890 odd on it if the

\
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financial statement suggested by the Con- money can be allotted by transfer, ‘treat-

servator is being prepared for submission 1ng it as a.new work. The expenditure
to the Board. The opinion of the Execu- hitherto incurred is unsanctioned and held
‘tive Enginecr will be asked beforé the under objection by the Accountant-Gene-
proposals are finally forwarded. . ral, and your District’ Forest-officer must
: . . - obtain special sanction for what .now

‘16th Dec. 1893. (Intld.) G.S.F. actually has been spent pending sanction
' . . ~ for the whole work, the estimate forwhich

. : : * - should be expedited; and as the sum
. ' required is very large for a comparatively " *

. short length of road, I thinkethe estimate
- and work itself so far as it has gone should

be examined by an officer of the Public

Works Department and his opinion

obtained,.and under any circumstances it

will: be necessary to append a carefully
prepared financial statement showing that
the interest on the heavy outlay is likely
"to be recouped in the way of increased
annual profits. . .
The road to Mundanthorai and beyond
aftey the plateau is veached is in fairly
. good order and sufficiently so for easy

' transport. - _ -

The road is kept in order by maistriés,

each of whom has a section in his charge,

, . _ and these maistries are classed as monthly
This will be procured. . _ Jaborers on monthly wages of Rs. 6, and -
L e . » . their cost being a recurring one, needs the

16th Dec. 1893. (Intld.) G.S. F. sanction of the Board of Revenue.

: . : " 62. Mundanthorai bungalow—1 halted
here three days and was much. pleased
with the. bungalow.. The reconstruction
of the bungalow has cost Es. 2,224, It
. . .- - is an upstair_and well-built house with
Will be done. , : Mangalore tiles, “the lower line of which

. should* be fastened down with an iron
16th Dec. 1893.  .(Intld.) G.8.F. band running from end to end. .
.. . " The bungalow stands on_the bank of
the fine river Serviar just above its junc-
T * tion with the Tambraparni.” =~ . !
The garden has been taken in hand and  There is a very poor attempt at a garden

a hydraulic ram will be obtained on. here. Tt is a good site for an experi-
receipt of Government sanction. mental garden and water eould be easily .
' : T ~ raised’ to-the level of the bungalow by

16th Dec. 1893. - (Intld.) G.8.F.  meansof a hydraulic ram at a small cost.
. ' Some mahogany trees were planted out
here in 1887, but taken all together have

. not done well. : _ ‘

~Mango seedlings. have been put down. The Australian gum trees are not in
' Grevillea robusta will be tried. . the right place here. Grevillea robusia

would do better. Mangoes would grow

16th-Dec, 1893.©  (Intld.) G.S.F.  well here. - 0
. . « The guard, watchers, ferry men an
* , others comprising the forest staff here
Will be erected as funds admit. + live in défached thatched . buildings. It
: ’ would be best to construct regular lines

16th Dec. 1893 -+ (Intld) G.S. F. with tiled roofs.
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The ‘plan which T have soparately pro-
posed for the approval of the Board is to
make a charge of 4 annas a cart for the use
of the Forest department boat, treating the
arrangement not as a toll but as a private

- agreement with the.cart-owners who are

not bound to use the boat unless they

- choose. The proprietor- of the Kattalai-
. malai estate, whose carts alone cross the

- river, is quite willing to pay this charge. -

The high-and varying ,charges were

. ordered by me to be discontinued-some

time ago.
.16th Dec. 1893.-

(Intld) G. 8. F.

- ..

‘r.'Ih‘ ha been stopped.

LothDon 1808, (Tatld) G.8.F.

*
.

e

The estate came into the market on 4
court sale a yedr before it was anticipated,
and unfortunately at the time the District

. Forest-officer, was ~ on leaves, 0. that

nothing was heard of the sale till it was

.over. S .
16th Dpc. 1893. (Intld.): G. S. I

63. The ferry is in good Working order

- though the landing stages need considers
- able improvement, - It is very little used .
by the outside publié. An average. of
-only five or six carts passes monthly
- against formerly as much as, 130 -in
1891, when considerable cutting was in
progress i Kattalaimalai estate which
is now stopped, The road through Mun-
danthorai is a publie right of way for
carts and it would not be possible to
institute a toll, but this ferry arrangement

offers a simple and I think a fair solution

-to the difficulty. Carts cannot get over
the river without_ the ferry and a charge
for its nse is quite legitimate, but it ought
to be a fair ole and mnot an attempt to '
block the entire traffic in forest produce
of what happens to be a private estatc.
The toll charges have fluctuated in a most
curious manner and I could not get at
any authority whatever for the changes
-made. The figures are— S

" Per trip.

: : ‘A P,

“Up to October 1891 ... = . 6 .0

. -Part of October 1891 .4 0
Latter -part of October 1891 .

to June 1892 vee .10 0

June 1892 up to date ... .. 9°0
© The dhoniman’ receives- fixed pay of
Rs. 6 2’ month, and® levies for himself
1 anna for each cart which passes. This

and very irregular. 1 think a fee of
4 annas would meet all requirements and
should cover everything and would pro-
bably mnever be objected to by private

last arrangement is quite unauthorized -

) individuals. The road is_ thoroughly -
: + ~workable with this ferry and a bridge

need never be constructed over these
difficult rivers. - - Vo
_ '64. The Pjpandsam’ reserve over 140 -
square miles in extent is a very fine one,
and all the forests in the Tambraparnj and
Serviar valleys are of great value from -
every point of view. It is a great mis-
. fortune that the fine evergreen forests o -

the sguth bank of the Tambraparni pro=- -

. tecting so many of its sources now belong: {
to Singampatti and it would be a serious_*

matter if kumari cultivation, of which

there are many signs, were started again =
. on a large scale. ' '

- 65. An opportunity of purehasing the

Kattalaimalai estate, 10 square miles in -
extent, which cuts right into. this reserve

appears to have offered last year, but was
.Jost, and I understand that the -property
was purchased by the Roman Catholie
Mission for Rs. 17,000, a trifling sum for
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The District Forest-officer generally
clears fire lines from 20 to 30 feet broad,
but Mr. Cherry has remarked that 18 feet
is encugh. S

16th Dec. 1893, (Intld) G.S.F.

27

Government to expend considering the
importance of acquisition. A section of’
the public road passes through this estate
and I hear the mission are opening up
land expensively there.

66. 1 ascended the Tambraparni valley
by passing through the Kattalaimalai as
far as Kannikatti bungalow, a distance of
11 miles, and was much struck with the
fine forest. The cart {rack isa very good
one. The TUlara forester’s house, 2,000
feet, is a small dark thatched building, the .
out-houses being better than the bungalow

* itself. The forester is, however, rarely

there mow and lives at Mundanthorai.
The forests showed that the fire-protection
has been effective, but the fire line cleared

* along Kattalaimalai boundary is not nearly

3

~ Attempts will be made to introduce
cardamom cultivation, but the low prices
and the abundant supply in Travancore
close by are, in Mr. Thornton’s 0piniom,
likely to deter contractors from coming
forward. : '

16th Dec. 1893.  (Intld) G.S.F.

rd *s
e A

. The Conservator’s instruction will be

attended to.

16th Dec. 1893. ~ (Intld.) G.S.F.

.

" The rainfall is quite different at each

place; after 2 years’ reading: have been .

recorded, it is proposed to move some of
them elsewhere.

16th Dec. 1893.  (Intld) G.S. F.

“broad enough to be of any practical value

and the grass is now so high and dense
that the next fire will probably be a very
serious onc to deal with. -~

The ever green forests around Ulara and
Kannikatti, 2,600 feet, with a rainfall of
about 100 inches, are exactly adapted to
the growth of cardamoms, and I think -
offorts should be made to induce people
to take up some of it on lease for this
cultivation. . '

67. Kannikatti lungalow is a large
tiled building of good design and nicely

~placed. The cost of reconstruction has

been Rs. 737. The tiles and rafters look
as if the place leaked very much, but the

" inside showed no signs of it. The bank

at the back should be cut back more and
a deep drain dug. : ,
The kitchen and stabling are thatched

‘and very tumble down. They should be

repaired and tiled.

There is a detached building below the
bungalow for forest guards, &c., with a
shingled roof. The shingles are quite
rotten. It wants early attention, and if -
shingles are to be used the wood of Acro-
carpus frazinifolius, of which I saw a good
many, is well adapted.

There is a rain gauge here, another at
Karavilaipil, 5 miles higher up, a third at
Ulara, 2 miles lower, and 2 fourth at
Mundanthorai. All are built into the
stand, the same as at Kuttalam.

I do not know the object of 3 rain
gauges in one valley at such short dis- '
tances apart. ‘

!
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Vegetables do very well here.
16th Dec. 1893.  (Intld) G. 8. F.

‘ A circular saw was applied for this year,
?)ut. the Conservator preferred to postpone
1fs introduction until it had been tried in
Madura. -

16th Deec. 1393. - (Intld.) G.S.T.

, It is proposed to cut out the least usgeful
standards at the time of the first thinning.

16th Dec. 1893. ° (Intld) G.8.F.

‘i

Will: be done.
16th I)gc. 1893. (Intld.) G.S.F.

Q

Vide remarks on paragraph 45 (a). |
16th Dec. 1893~ (Intld) G.8.F.

The Grevillea robusta should be tried
at Kannikatti. Fruitand vegetables would
probably do well there.

The bungalow has never been molested
by elephants, but apparently they move
about all round and close to it.

A number of roads are proposed to be
opened up in this most valuable reserve.’
There is a large supply of Kongu (Iopea
Wightiana), a very fine timber which is at
present cut by selection. ‘

The native market in your district as

. elsewhere prefers small-sized timber and

does not want it usually in large logs or
beams, and a portable circular saw to be
worked by water and capable of cutting
up small scantlings will soon become a
matter of necessity.

68. The Coupesat Mundunthorai.—1 was
greatly struck with the above which are
the best I have seen.

The coppice growth all round is excel- -
lent and itis most gratifying to see the
splendid teak growth coming on, and con-
sidering its abundance it appears to me
it would have been better to have greatly
reduced the number of standards.

The coupes are all situated on one up-
land or plateau around Mundanthorai. In
all 19 coupes have been opened from 1886
onwards with a total area of 764 acres
and a total net profit of Rs. 12,399, the
average works out to 40 acres per coupe
and Rs. 16-8-0 net profit per acre, and
taking the probable rotation at 20 years
and debiting proportionate cost of estab-
lishment, it is interesting to note how
almost entirely the profits per acre per
annum disappear. '

The rides dividing the coupes require
keeping quite clear of stumps and roots,
&ec. The coupe corner stones should be
better placed with cut faces for dates on
them. L '
There is here also a very large sprink-
ling of Dalbergia paniculats in these

coupes, a tree of no value, and a good deal

of Baulinia racemosa.

The demand for cutting in coupes is
increasing every year and there is ample
ground with suitable material for open-
ing them ; still the experimental stage has
been passed and a definite plan of working
this interesting and valuable plateau should
be framed without delay.
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" forwarded,
16th Dec. 1893,

O

Grass cutting will be encouraged by the

grant of free permits. I offered these

last year [for the reserves generally but
without result.
16th Dec, 1893.  (Intld) G. 8. F.
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The coupes at the time of my visit.
were very dry and with a good deal of
grass in them which renders them very .
inflamable. ’ :

Every precaution is however taken and

" it would not be difficult with the cleared

rides to confine an iaccidental fire to one
coupe. No grazing whatever is allowed
in this part. These coupes are all worked -
departmentally, The demand is mainly
for charcoal and small firewood in head-
loads. Here charcoal burners cut over a
coupe clearing everything except stand-
ards and cut the stools flush with the
ground and afterwards make charcoal,
paying As. 2-8 per sack - for it and
carrying it away for their own profit.
Firewood head-loads sell first at 6 pies
and after the larger wood is gone at 3
pies. . .
69. I inspected Mr. Thornton’s char-
coal kiln here : 43 tons of wood were used
in its construction. 'The remarks made
regarding Kuttalam kiln apply for the
most part here also. The species of trees
used here were principally Vengai,
Vekkali, Albizzia lebbek, nelli (phylian-
thus emblica) Vendale (Givotia rottleri-
Jormis) ; some alteration . was made in the
shape and it was.finally 30 feet in dia--
meter and 9’ 6” in height. It was lighted -
on the 25th October and should be allowed

. to burn at least one month. The vent and

Draft declarations for the acquisition
were sent to Government in July 1893.
The Government called for further parti-
culars (Government Order, dated 2nd

August 1893, No. 1536 R). These have .

now been obtained and will shortly be

(Intld) G. 8. F.

This is correct. h
16th Dec. 1893.  (Intld) G. S. F.

flue were here badly made. 'Wind screens
have been put up.

There are a number of large and small
enclosures in the P4pandsam reserve and
every effort should be made to acquire .
them. Under any circumstances they
should be properly demarcated out and
this important work should not be delayed.

)

70. Melavitian.—The rotize boards
and map {spell it Milavittan.* I do not
know which is correct. Area T11 acres.

" Is about a mile from Tuticorin. Map

prepared from village map. No special
survey necessary. The principal growth
is odai, Aeacia planifrons. 1 regard this
from its proximity to Tuticorin as likely
to be a very useful reserve und a valuable
one to Government. Four coupes have
been marked cut each of 221 acres, two of
which have been cut over. The work has

- not been dons well. Rs. 15 an acre ob-

tained. Rs. 17 an acre has been offered
for the remaining two. There are no
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Has since been done. - -
16th Dec. 1893.  (Imtld.) @: S. F.

-

. ’fhe District Forest-officer, Trichinopoly,

"~ _has been asked to send seed.

16th Dec. 1893,  (Intld) G. 8. F.

corner stones to these coupes and the:

dividing rides want keeping clean. A
working -plan is much needed. There are
large bare spaces, all over -the block, and -

.these should be taken in hand and planted

up. .Something has already been.done in -
this direction with casuarina and palmyras,

‘but there are many. other rapid growing -

varieties which could be successfully in-
troduced as Melia, Albizzia, Inga dulsis,
Inga swman, Dalbergia sissu, and so- om.
There are a lot of semi-wild cattle running -
about and no progress can be made till

.they, are got rid of. - If the owners do-not

come forward to remove-them after notice
and they cannot be caught, they: ought.

" to be destroyed. -The coppice growth in
" the coupes has already suffered much from

these animals, The outer.boundary of
this reserve is most erratic and the ques-
tion of straightening .it is now under
consideration, and under the proposals 70
acres will be disafforested and 106 acres
will be added, bringing the total area of.
the block up to 747 acres. :
The supervisor in chargo avas not, pre-

.sent when Ir was there and the: watcher

appeared td be a very useless man, - A
nursery “with casuarina seedling I saw
was very badly laid out. The main road

. to Palamcottah dividing* the block into

* e

Trees for seed will be retained-in future
coupes:” e
16th Dec. 1893.  (Intld.) G. S. F.

The enclosures have not been demar-

““cited as the owners are willing to ex-
charge ‘them. Proposals went to the

"'Board which have been ‘approved and

. sub-divisioh accounts are under prepara-*

« ‘tion. L . L
16th Dec.1893,  (Intld) *G..S. F.

I proposed only one island, which is

quite cnough for the present. I have not _

however received yet any:detailed de-
_ scription. o
16th Dec. 1893,

two requires fencing on ejther side, and
this Mr. Thornton ,can do this year as he
has sufficient funds. .~ . - :
The odai comes up more readily Mere
from seed than might be supposed and on-
the other hand 1t dpes not appear to

coppice well. - ~ _
In the working plan the retention of a
considerable number of the large seed-

*giving trees must-be provided for. = None

of the admitted enclosures appear to be
demarcated. - ‘ ‘ o

71. Mr. Thorntom,.I urtderstand, wishes
to. propose seven islands mear Tuticorin
for settlement with a total area of 1,240
acres.and a large areg comprising and lead-

*.(Intld)) @G. S. F. . «ing up to the head land of 750 acres and

a further block in Melavittan of 820 acres.
The head land block I 'sai and ‘it seemed

. to be traversed by .cattle in all directions.

I cannot imagine a more usefiilwork than

securing a growthi of trees on this barren -

[}
.
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16th Dec. 1893.

Has since béen done. - . :
(Intld.) @. S. F.

. The District Forest-officer, Trichinopoly,

"~ has been asked to send seed.

16th Dec. 1893,  (Iutld) G. 8. F.

corner stones to these coupes and ther
dividing rides’ want keeping clean. A
working -plan is much needed. There are
large bare spaces, all over -the block, and -
.these should be taken in hand and planted
up. .Something has already been.done in
this direction with casuarina and palmyras,
‘bat there are many . other rapid growing -
varieties which could be successfully in-
troduced as Melia, Albizzia, Inga dulsis,
Inga saman, Dalbergia 8issu, and so- OB.’
There are a lot of semi-wild cattle running -
about and no progress can be made till
.they, are got rid of. ~ If the owners do-not
come forward to remove-them after notice
and they cannot be caught, they- ought.

. " to be destroyed. -The coppice growth in
* the coupes has already suftered much from

these animals, The outer. boundary of
this reserve is most erratic and. the ques-
tion of straightening .it is now wunder
consideration, and nnder the-proposals 70

“ acres will be disafforested  and 106 acres

will be added, bringing the total area of.
the block up to 747 acres. ’
The supervisor in charge aas not, pre-

_sent when I* was there and the- watcher

Trees for seed will be retained in future

coupes:’ S e
16th Dec. 1893.  (Intld.) G. 8. F.

The enclosures have not been demar-

*“cdted as the owners are willing to ex-

charrge ‘them. Proposals went to the

~'Board which have been approved and
. sub-divisioh accounts are under prepara-*

tion. CL . o
‘16th Dec."1893,  (Intld.) *G..S. F.
I proposed only one island, which is

quite cnough for the present. I have not

hoiever received yet any -detailed de-

_8eription.

16th Dec. 1893. °.(Intld) G. 8. F. .

appeared td be a very useless man.- A
nursery " with casuarina seedling 1 saw
was very badly laid out. The main road
to Palamcottah_ dividing* the block into

* two requires fencing on ejther side, and

this Mr. Thornton ,can do this year as he
has sufficient funds. T e :

The odai comes up moye - readily Rero
from seed than might be supposed and on-
the other hand it dpes not_ appear to
coppice well. * C ‘

In the working plan the retention of a
considerable number of the large seed-

- giving trees must-be provided for. = None

of the admitted enclosures appear to be
demarcated. - ’ | o

71. Mr. Thornton,.I urtderstand, wishes
to. propose seven islands ‘near Tuticorin
for settlement with a total area of 1,240
acres.and a large areg comprising and lead-

»ing up to the head land of 750 acres and
“afurther block in Melavittan of 820 acres.
The head land block I 'saw and ‘it seemed

- to be traversed by .cattle in all directions.

I cannot imagine a more usefiilwork than
securing a growth of trees on this barren -

[
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S - o : ' ‘ L sandy shore; but-to do it-successfully Willj‘
. C T o co. . take many years and most careful protet-
‘ T L . ) Lo © tionm, and I am sceptical of its being
4 o T ' . possible in the large areas given’above,
1 : and I recommend that they be reduced in .-
‘ e . L ' . size and the boundaries be very carefully
j ) ’ con - selected on’ the ground in long straight
i
l
4
|
(
J
)

_ ' Cor : o : . lines” by your District Forest-officer
, ST . Tagree. . . .-~ inostead .of following the exact limits of
T : 16th Dec. 1893. . (Intld)) @. 8. F.  what happens to he waste land. I only
1 # - oL R " saw some of the islands from the distance
. v e © - and cannot say how far their reservation
. _ L L. ’ - may be beneficial. At all events they are
' protected natyrally., . ' -
2] o co o . 72. 'The Survey of India.—1wentthrough .
I . . e o T the file of ‘papers relating to. the charge
' . - . B . of inaceuracy in working brought against °
i R : ; Co . the Survey of India by Mr. Thornton and
il . A SR o I discussed the matter with him freely.
T ' . K © ... . Iis contention is that 1n many places.the
| S _ * ol T . ., ‘outer boundary of some of -the reserves is
T ’ - , . . " .- . ‘incdrrectly shown and does not correspond
D A T . " . “with -the mnotified lines, for example in-
L _— R : Srivilliputtir reserve i one, part the .
’ notified boundary follows the Vadakaranga-
e . : .- nallur and Kollankondan village boundary..
v e S, »  On, comparing the Survey ‘of Indid map
‘ of the reserve -with the village maps, Mr, .
Thornton finds a° number. of small dif-
ferences, Stones are added oy not shown.
: . o . A line bends in “when it :should. bend
o I : .~ outwards and so on,” - ot :
. .o S . o0 e e 0 The Rudiraimoliters reserve.—An entire
T e .o ..~ village isincluded in the reserve which
T . was exclided at the final notification and
S . e there are other errors morcor less sérious.. .°
. - . The District Forest-officer explains that " A number of sadmitted enclosures in
- the Conservator has made a mistake here. _ Pdpandsam reserve are not shown in the
The India Survey did insert the enclo;’ map at all:- This last isan old charge. -
2 surés in Pdpandsam reserve in the tracing I wag not able to see for myself any of
. sent to him for check in 1891; but as he the placés where the small discrepancies.
“found all. but one to be incorréctly 'rpferred to above existed; but I have no
- .surveyed, he asked ' them either .t0 reason whatever to doubt " that Mr. -
. * resurvey the-enclosures or-to omit them _Thornton is quite accurate in his’ conclu-
.from the .maps. The latter course Was sgions, and he was right to bring them to
. decided on by Colonel Campbell ‘Walker, ' notice, though it might have beey done }in -
. the then -Conservator. These enclosures a somewhat : different - manner and cer- .
Ly , - are now being inquired—uwide patagraph tainly some of the- proposals or demands
-0 69supras - .+ made by him‘ay to “sending dowh.
~ . 16th Dec. 1893. ° (Intld) G. 8.F.  surveyors to go over ground again which - .
T ’ c : «*+ had beén completed two years and” more

’

.(D

' AT . o ~ before were' impossible omes. I may be
This letter was another which unfortu- wrong,-but. in ‘my opinion the fault lay
nately was. despatched’ without my with the forest subordinates and not with - )

1 . approval. : , - the Survey éf India. Formerly, it was
b +-16th Dec. 1893,  (Intld.) . G..S. F.. ' the practice for them to traverse the outer .
! | T A <. .- boundary throughout in accordance with . .
c . 7+ - thelinecleared by the Forest Department; -
Tt R . .. now, in cases where the outer boundary
f . .
Y . : + . . .
3 . } L
B :
N .
3 \ . . *
. ;-‘,':_gm"i{ - F3 -
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follows a village boundary exactly, the
Madras survey line is plotted on to the
maps, and taking the Srivilliputtir case
referred to, now the boundary would be

an exact reproduction in a smaller scale
illages

of the boundaries of the two V
named ; but at the time the survey to0

L : : place, the line must have been iraverse

' as cleared, and whatever errors exist now
must have been due to incorrect identifi-
cation of the village boundary by - the
forest subordinates. 1 understand that a
pumber of the field stones are found to be
missing, and I do not think 1t could be

scusged and contended that it was part of the Survey
i to ascerfain -

This matter has been di
o.609 F., of India gurveyor's business
r to hunt up those

settledin Board’s Proceedings, N

dated 22nd August 1893. ’ this fact or to endeavou

y16th Dec. 1893. (Intld.) g. 8. F. which were on the ground but not laid
bare. Ce

73. Next as regards

it appears to have been done in

when there was 1O special demarcation

whatever (I do not think there 1s any

Kudiraimoliteri is now be" ‘
i ing correctly 1now and it is said th
fﬁ;l)arcated accprdmg to the notification of st)o’nes cannot ;)e foixtng alg I':;,"ﬁ {Illnlléﬂ thf;
T, : ' survey followed the lines of th ifica-
‘ Dec. 1893.  (Intld) G. 8. F.  tion under section 4 v:h(;cht \ieﬁaomcisz-
‘ siderably altered when the final notifica-
tion appeared; so 1 am not prepared
‘myself to ‘attach any blame to the Survey
‘of India who must have found the block
very difficult to deal with in the absence
of any special demarecation. -

V ' ‘ o %sé reggrds the omission of enclosurles
2 , =~ pandsam reserve ma Id
remark on paragraph 72. whose fault this is. Thely)r’ are ﬁoggﬁx

16th - '
Dec. 1893.  (Intld.) G 8. F. cated out even NOW, and as it is often
~ difficult to tell what is private land when

- ;1(;) &s (1111_1;:111tiva;c1ed,d a surveyor must have
ind it very hard to get ings Ti
his plane tagle. ‘ get thing? right o
74. A multitude of small errors how-
ever evidently exist, and the maps woul
Jose their value if they were mot COr-
rected ; and they must therefore be taken
in hand by a couple of good surveyors
whose services must be obtained for this
and other works in the district, for the
programme for the Survey of India party
appears to have been drawn up in 8.
curious manner, for example, a small hill
like Nallankurichi reserve, 217 acres, was
done ; while Kolandamamalai reserve of
1,540 areas near Sérmédévi was omitted
as also— ‘ 7

Kaliamankoil- :
potai. Three reserves touch- .
Koviladiparai. ing each other with
Salapapotai. an area of 500 acres, °
and Mullimalai also close:t) i ‘
-+ - of 457 acres. y with an a-rea

Kudiraimoli’ceri,

e
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with local names as suggested
Conservator ; the change of name will have
to be notified by Government.

16th Dec. 1893..

. "16th Dec. 1893.

e ea————
" . T IR ST

/

.83, .

The reserves may be divided into blocks
by the

(Intld) G. 8. F. .

75. The names of rescrves —Thesc need -

complete change and the present nomen<
clature is most “confusing and difficult for
subordinates. ' I got a list of the names
from Mr. Thornton and as examples there
are Pgpandsam TI-B’ and. Kadayanallut
T111-C; which do not commend themselves
at all to me. I talked this over with

" - Mr. Thornton and suggested a system of

Vide remarks on the previous paragraph.

16th Dec: 1893 . (Intld) " G.8. F. -

.’Q

.The present system

grouping together under onc or several
intelligible local names which I have no
doubt he can work out later on. .
76. Division inlo blocks.—This too isa
most imperative work in the case of such
enormous reserves as Pdpandsam Over 100
square miles and Srivilliputtir over 70..
appears
to fire occurrences, grazing, “or any event

- as taking place in such and such o beats

This will be attended to.
L6tk Dec, 1893, {Intld) G.8-F-

This has been done. .
16th Dec. 1893. (I'ntld.) G. S F
. . ..

The garden contains a yaluable selection
of . trees, No extra- expense need be
incurred as the watcher for the Huzur
cutcherry compound, the retention 0
whieh the Conservator recommends,. will
attend to the garden. The .lease of- the

"fruit in the cutcherry compound covers the

expense of a watchman. The matter
will however be further c_onsidered.
(Intld.) G. 8. L

Block lines . following "natural features
should be carefully “selected and’* marked

“on the ground and shown on the -rescrve

maps. JLarge blocks may be selected to .

. start with..

7. -Diviston of ranges.—The above are
all tglukwar at present, but as the taluk
boundaries are most irregular in parts, 1

" do not know of any reason why they need

be followed so exactly, and I recommend
that straighter and more casily defined
lines such as main roads be adopted.

78, Topes.—Lhere are at present 24

Thornton scattered all

topes under Mr.

" over the country. His work would be’
of these were trans- .

- ferred to the control of the Revenue

lessened 'if the bulk

officials in the taluks. I disctssed. the
matter with him and recommend that the
Huzyr cutcherry compound,, 20 acres in-
extent, alone be vetained. © .

_ The Tuticorin Government_tope,’ 3-62.
acres, is to be proposed as a feserve, as also
‘a tope in Mélaguram village, 40 acres'in
extent, whichl ad] oins a reserved forest and

which is at.present under the Revenue,

Department. - . - .
1 can see mo object in the District

Forest-officer. béing léft to look after the

. Gogernment Nursery Gardenin Tinpevelly

which is only an unnecessary expense 1D
the shape of a watcher on Rs. 5 a month
besides incidental expenses for seeds, &ec.
At present there -are mangoes, Nil,
konnai, limes, ‘castlarina, vaghay,. teak,
vengai, &o.,.p
too far away from"any of the
reserves to be of any use to us: - I recoms
mond that it be sold er at ‘all events
removed from his control. :

S BT e

“looifres

to be to refer "o

lants raised in the garden



© 16th Dee. 1893.

" port for 1892-93. .

L] L]

A great deal of the correspondence is

* really unnecessary, being due to the in-.
- complete and inaccurate reports submitted

by the rangers. This can be remedied by
more strict discipline and considerable
improvement is being effected.

16th, Dec. 1893. (Intld.) G. S. F.

.

Relatively the proportion of com-
pounded cases to the total dealt with 1s
smaller than the Presidency average for
1891-92 as'shown in paragraph 9 of Gov-

- ernment Order, dated 20th December’

1892, No. 1277-R. . )
I have taken great pains to reform this
branch of forest duty and place the con-

trol and check more directly in the District .

forest-oiﬁcer’s own hands than it used to
6. . .

16th Dec: 1893. - (Intld) G.'S. F.

1 have never heard of such a rule.
16th.Dec. 1893,  (Intld.) G. 8. F.

I see no objection. if the Government
will sanction funds, ’

(Intld.) G. 8. F.

" A full report on this subject was sent
as an appendix to the administration re-

K]

16th Dec. 1893.

-

(Intld) G. 8. F.

34

. 19, Forest Offences.—There is a large

increase in the number of cases now re-

. ported and 1t involves the District Forest-
officer in a heavy correspondence. .
In 1891-92 the number of cases brought

before the Magistrate was * ... 156
Cases compounded ... e 483 .
199

——

In 1892-93 for 15 - months, _cases,
brought before Magistrate were. 432
‘Cases compounded ... . 158

590

"I do not follow the principle on which
g0 large a number of cases is compounded. -
I did not trace any unusual delay.in
bringing cases before the Magistrates. °
The register  for’ recording the forest
_offences is a convenient and useful one, and
if written up properly, which I fear is not
always the case, gives all necdssary inform-
ation in a very easy form.

80. Forest rest-houses.—All the above
arq under existing rulés open to and liable
‘to be used by officials of other departments
free of charge and even by private persons
- on payment with your permission.
copy of the printed rules should be put.up
in each bungalow and likewise a book in
which the names, &e., of visitors should be
recorded. . N
None of the bungalows are provided
with any furniture and this I think isa
mistake. A rest-house loses half "its
utility if an officer is compelled to take a
lot of furniture to it with him, I recom-
‘mend that all the rest-houses be provided
with a small amount of furniture, such as .,
a bath-tub, basin, and stand, cot, chairs- -
* and tables, and 80 to 100 rupees would .
be ample in each case. . .-
81. Measures taken to check sand drifts. .
—T regret T was not able to see what has
_been done. I dearnt, however, that dates
and palmyras have been put out, the pala-
kodi creepers largely introduced, and the
system of passing the Acacia planifrons
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I am quite alive to this.
16th Dce. 1893. (Intld.) G. 8. F.

Vide remark on paragraph 36 supra.
Tor the present only a few large areas in
each taluk will be proposed.
16th Dec. 1893. (Intld)) G. 8. F.

Vide my letter to the Board No. 939,
dated 16th November 1893.

. 16th Dec. 1893.  (Intld) @G:8S.F.

The real check on false certificates from
the karnams is the risk of discovery with
the pains and penalties, criminal and
departmental, that may follow. After all
a few false certificates are of little conse-

‘quence. ' ‘ ‘

~ 16th Dec. 1893.  '(Intld.) G .8, F.

pods through goats has been tried but not
very successfully. The goats probably

‘require penning for long periods in the

;'eserve before much good can be hoped
or. .

Mr. Thornton has tried sand bunds with
partial success only and now he is intend-
ing to try hurdles which seem likely to
succeed. In this wanner the sand will
bank up against the hurdles which will
then be lifted and placed on the top till a
considerable height is reached and a regular

»

bund formed which will be planted up as |

- it Increases in size.

82. Tank-beds.—In statement A I have
given a list of tank-bedsin theseveral taluks
obtained from Mr, Thornton, the correctness
of which he is not sure of however. Iknow
of no reason why tank-beds as such should
not be proposed for reservation, and there
are places where it is absolutely necessary

to reserve them; but there is probably -

no class of land the ryots themselves
object to being reserved more strongly,.
and there is a very strong feeling against
the presence of any tree growth on it.

I understand you are in favour of some

of them being reserved, and I can only
recommend, as in the case of other pro-
posed reserves, that the selection be
restricted to the most suitable and largest
single and groups of tanks and that it be
made by the District Forest-officer him-
self.
" 83. Grazing and grass farming.—The
grazing arrangements in your district are
very advanced and appear to work very
satisfactorily. "As I understand them,
the karnam furnishes each applicant with
a certificate that he cultivates so many
acres of land and for every 5 acres he is
allowed to graze 2. bullocks and one
milch-cow at half fees and for surplus
cattle has to pay full rates, and the range
officer concerned gives the grazing permit
and collects fees accordingly.

The Sub-Assistant Conservator informed

.me that as a check on the karnam the pat-

tas are occasionally scrutinized. Grazing
compartments are selected and notified in
the Gazette, and no restriction whatever
is put upon the rycts generally, and the
coupes are quite as much open to those
living at a distance as to' those living in
towns and villages near the hills. As a
fact, the grazing is used only by those

+ whose villages border on the forests, and
it 15 not the custom ‘for them to pen
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\their cattle. The grazing is evidently

The selections will- not be wholesale. .
Besides the reserves will be opened in
rotation. In many plain villages cen<
siderable areas are retained waste by the
‘villagers on patta, the grazing on which
they léase out to neighbouring villagers
-at As. 12, Re, 1, or at even higher rates
per head—much in excess of the Govern-
ment“fees, - In the zemindaris, similar
fées are charged and paid ; so-that in the
end our reserves should prove more
economical for the ryot. -

16th Dec. 1893, (Intld.) ~ G. 8. F.

The departmental experiments in grass-
" farming and hay-making failed - for want
of a demand and because the best kind of
grass was not ayailable. They are now
being conducted in Milavittan reserve
- near Tuticorin where neither of these
_ difficulties occurs.
"(Korampalam) is leased out to a contrac-
" tor who finds no difficulty in disposing of
it in Tuticorin. T,
16th Dec. 1893. (Intld) = G. 8. F. -

The grass of ong tank -

well in hand, and it cannot be said that
the forests are over-grazed. If. this
were so, larger areas could easily be
opened. Mr. Thornton furnished me with
a grazing statement which shows that
the revenue under this head is increasing.
The grazing fees-for 1891-92 were”
Rs. 2,158 and for 1892-93 for 15 months-’
Rs. 3,729-14-0. - . :
Under a condition ipserted in the
permit,” grazing in a particular compart-

‘ment is stopped ‘if any fire wilfully

caused takes place._ _

The range officers are provided with
tracing of the ‘several reserves in which
grazing is allowed- and enter “on them
the areas in their correct positions with
different symbols for different years.

The fact that the ryots in the plains

* do not, except in seasons of scarcity, take

advantage of the opportunity to graze on
the hills is no doubt partly explained by
their at present having large available

- areas of wastc land at their disposal.

The new selections Wwill materially
reduce this area and doubtless cause a
good deal of discontent. It is mot
apparently the imposition of a fee that is
likely to irritate so much as curtdilment
of area, for I undersfand that they pay as
much as Re. 1 and even Rs. 1-8-0 for the -
privilege of grazing 'in some zemindari
12nds in the district. -, . e

. Some unsuccessful attempts at stacking
grass for hay have been made in ‘the .
district. ) - . ‘

I have some remarks to make regarding
the removal of thatching and edible grass
from the reserves which I shall add below
under minor produce. : .

84. The timber tramsit rules are
worked regularly and Mr. Thornfon’

. informs me that timber -is only conveyed -

along recognized roads covered by permits.
85. Firewood supply.—The old system

of cutting on permit has long been entire-

ly abolished, and whatever firewood is =

" removed from the Government forests

comes from the several coupes-in the .
shape of head-loads for which 6 pies and
8 pies are charged. - - ' L
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Cart-loads, are very - ra'rel.y removed;

.~ Travancore and the zemindaris furnisha - °

-very. large supply of firewood to the
- district,-no coupes or other sources of '

JEESWSL I
.

supply are opened for groups of villages™ "

in the plains and indeed the circumstances =~

. of the district with all the forests on one

-

’

B Ve

This is true., As a matter, of facf the

prices now charged by the contractors
are below seigniorage rates. -There 1s no
present danger in this district. 1 am not
_ sure that the inserfiom of a seigniorage
rate which is higher than the market rate
might not be used to raise the latter rate.
. The whole question is, however, being
- reported on separately. K

16t Dec. 1893, (latld) G. S. F.

side of it render  this -impossible. .No
restriction’ is put wupen . contractors as
regards rates and they are at. liberty to.
make what charge they please for firewood
removed from- their contract coupes. .
*Mr. Thornton considers that the keen-
competition - renders’ it unnecessary fto. . ’
impose, any restriction, but-1 do not agree.
with this and- would recommend that a-
clause be entered in édch agreement
binding the contractor concerned not’ to-- -
charge more than a certain amount which
" must be regulated by local circumstances,
distance from market, nature of road, &e.,

’

both for cart-loads and’ head-loads, It. . .

might prove a very necessary condition, .
and at all events is harmless-in so far as

" 'the contractor’s bid is concerned.

I learnt. that a dead wood contractor

-~ was allowed to remrove 1,000 cart-loads of

T a
e
. .

The District’ Forest-officer e.xplaiﬁs that

_ the.dead wood had to be checked at Mun-

danthorai by the’ Forester whe saw that
'no green.wood was taken. There'is a’

‘large quantity of dead wood which would
_never-pay. totake out departmentally.. If.

the Conservator is finally of ‘opinion that
the arrangemert is injudicious it will be
altered. - e Tt :

16th Dec. 1893, * (Tntld) G. SoF. -+ .

A programme has been framed for com-.
pleting the demarcation in 3 or 4 years.
- " -~ (Intld)) G..8. F.

firewood in P4pandsam reserved forest,
paying at the rate of Rs..1-10-0 for every * -
cart-load removed. . . _
He actually removed about 500 when .
his year’s vqida expired. ' -

'Another man 1s now oﬁei'h;g Rs. 1-4-0 _ .

for a similar’ contract. -

I do not consider it at -all &4 judicious
arrangement and there is plenty of room
for fraud. - | T

¢ ) : *, .

L]
!

. 86. Detarcation. of reserved forests
Special Forest demarcation is undoubtedly
very backward and theugh ‘apparently a
good' deal has been done since Mr.
Cherry’s last visit,a‘an immense amount’of
work still has to be completed. B
The stone pillar in use in your district .
answers the purpose very well and has the
advantage of being”very cheap. Whep:

- whitewashed, these pillars can be seenat . -

very great distances. . S .

‘-



~ The outer boundaries of all the ghit,
* forests were cleared for survey and settle-
ment and they will be cleared triennially

- hereafter. Funds.do not admit of their

being cleared every year. - - -

- As in many cases the boundary borders:

on the cultivated areas, while in many
would seem waste of money fo clear if

. the masonry pillars 6 feet high,; they

. cannot mistake the boundary. The pillars
- will be consecutively numbered after final

settlemens of the boundaries.
16th Dec. 1893.  *(Intld) " G. S. F.

*

This suggestion will be considered.”
16th Dec. 1893.  (Intld.) G. S: F.

L.
L

* This will be atte;ld.ed . -
16tk Dec, 1803, (Intld) . 8. F.

.
ye
-

8 ..

. -others additions are now to bé made, 1t-

annually. - Aslong as the public can see-

" to recover the money by the sales.

_ preparation of them is still left in-the .

£
»

.‘ =
S —

| The outer boundaries of reserves do
not appear to be clearéd- at all. Many of
the stone pillars I saw are too low and
those recently set up are not firmly fixed:
To many of the reserves, new blocks are
being added, and the outer boundary must
therr be cleared and demarcated compris-
ing all in -one place and the line of.
pillars must be numbéred consecutively on
some gystem as from left to right or start-
ing from west end of northern botindary,
&c.; and the numbering finally "decided
upon must. be entered on the reserve -
maps. - T .
At present ih some maps the number-.
ing is villagewar which is very confusing;
and there may be half-a-dozen  pillars- -
bearing one and the fame number, - -
87. Permit Gumastahs.—These indivi-
duals are stationed at coupes; and in addi-
tion to issuing permits at fised rates, for,
which labour they arc paid by commission; .
the responsibility for the .correct cuiting
in the coupes and.the trimming of the °
“sfools is put- upon them. I do not think
this should be, but apparently Mr.. Thorn-
ton experiences no_difficulty.- R
_In substitution of the present system of -
paying commission after the reyenue has -
been collected and the ¢onsequent neces-
sity.for maintaining various accounts, I

.

" .suggest that the permits. be sold fo the o
. gunastahs at given rates outright like ¢ ..

postage stamps, and the gumastah be igft .
‘or
" example, if:10 per cent. ‘commission be-
payable; Rs. 25 of permits may.be sold for
Rs.” 22-8-0, the money being paid -by -~
gumastahs in advance. This system works
well in Madura and Mr. Thornton can
learn the details from"the Madura District
Torest-officer. =~ ' S
«880 Minor producepdntracz‘s.—-'l‘he'minor "
« produce is lcased rangewar, that is taluk-
war. The bonds bear no stamps and the

~hands of range officers.” The originals

" should be kept at head-quarters in the
" - treasury instead of " being in the hands of .
- range offictts to whom copiés should bé -
. given. | ; :

. . ’. o .
Contractors are permitted to levy’

. -seigriorage on a variety of things including

. thatchipg grass and edible grass but no
" ratesare fixed, which is yery mneccssary— .

- as a fact 6 pies is'cliarged for- thatching

and 3 pies for ediblé grass. -"These ratey
are in my opinion too high considering

the produce and that its removal is bene-

. LY » ) .. d

Ny
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For grass'ang Manure leaves, §e., every
Iyot should be able ¢, purchase a permit
or the quantity he requireg af the market

"Pprice. The contractor should then be

the agent of gyep ryots as choose to

employ him, - the contractor’s remuners-

tion being a matter between the ryots and

himself, “1f 4 ryot finds it more advan.

tageous to 80 to the forest himselt he may
% 80. I will introduce this system.

(Intld.) ‘G, 8. F.
16th Deo. 1893, .

It was understood fhat the introduction

of the revised establishment wag indefi-

nitely  postponed for financial reasons ;
%0 1o provision was made in the
budget for 18 94-95.

(Intld.)- G. 8. F.
16th Dec. 1893, —

Rei)eated instructions have been issuqd
both by Mr, Cherry, and by myself on thig
subject,

(Intld) @. 8. F.
16th Dec, 1893, - '

ficial —but a5 matters stand, 5 contractor
might cauge great inconvenience by insist-
ing on recovering much higher fees. (op.
tractors are " algo at liberity to collect fees

the range officer,

89. Revenne qng erpenditure,~The
figures for 1892-93 arc— :
: RS,

Revenue ., 84,231
Expenditure, A 57,697

o. B e 25,244
A includes Rg, 11,642 expended in
Singampatti suit, :
For 1893-94 the budget figures are—
RS,
86,000
39,300

Revenue
Expenditure, A
Deo.

to be entertained ot present and the revised
budget maintaing the same figure for thig
year.  On the other hapg the budget for
1894-95 leaves oyt this possible cost ang
brings B down ¢, Rs. 22,519, although
the revised establishment wil] g, doubt
then be in existence. Your figures under

B for this year are likely to be consider-

ably in excess of requirement, and there
may bea saving of Rs, 5 op 6,000 available
Jor z‘rmz@fer fo A.

90. Forest Journal—~Your
Forest-officer writes

District

e diary is not the Proper place for such
observations, being difficult of reference,

. and if there were 4 change of District

Forest-oiﬁcer, 1t would be lost altogether,
for while it jg comparatively easy for
Mr. Thornton o remember where to turn
for his noteg op any particular subject, it
would not be possible for his successor
to do so. -

I. Action  taken on last  inspection
noles.—~I have already dealt with Mr,
Cherry’s remarks regarding the office and

the registers,
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: The question of the special treatment Paragraph 26.—The matter is said to
of tank beds hag merged in the general be still in correspondence with you.
1! proposals for further reservation. The . ' S
¢ I © other question of the reservation of
| specially assigned grazing areas has been
} : . - settled (Government Order, No. 764 R.,
e, . dated 29th August 1893). ,
. : * (Intld.): G. 8. F.
i . ) 16th Dec. 1893, . .- : : ;
LilE _ In Kuttdlam reserve most of the enclo- Paragraph 31.—Nothing has been done
i 111 - sures have been demarcated, As to Papa- in the way of demarcating admitted
"y nassum, vide paragraph 72 supra. ) enclosures. '
11 ' ' : ‘(Intld.) G.8.°F. '
2 . 16th Dec. 1893, o g |
Tt 4 Paragraph 32.—Some progress has
O : . . . been made in special demareition,
Pide remarks opposite paragraph 83. . Paragraph 37.—The grass is allowed
. (Intid.) G. 8. F. to be removed on permit issued by the
18th Dec. 1893. - . . contractors. ' .
L2 Paragraph 41 ? - Paragraph 40.—One resident watch-
l (Intld.) G.S.F.  man has since been employed. - :

" 16th Deo. 1893. . Paragraph' 42.—Mangalore tiles ob-
IR Cooe T -tained from a surplus supply of the Mills
Company have been put up.

Paragraph 44,—The -stabling ‘ras been -
built. . :

A

Paragraph 46.—The bridle-path and
- rest-house suggested are proposed for
. _ next year., . ' ] -
. v o Paragraph 49.—Mr: Eber Hardie’s
L. L - trace is now being followed,
I do not see the necessity. of imposing . Paragraph.52,—A ‘report on the sub:
: any import duty on Travancoretimber to ject of the import, &c., has, I understand,
) meet the trifling cost of tannahs. The been submittod to the Board. ‘

| benefit is qurs, .o " Paragraph 59.—The “ Kunis” appear .’
4 : _ * (Intld) G.8.F. - to have left the Government forests and
| [ 16th Dec. 1893, . . . migrated elsewherc, " _
ML The Board agreed in my view-—vide The proposed reservoir scheme has been
v t L Board’s Proceedings, Mis.” No. 424 F., " reported against by the - Public Works
' IHY dated20th April 1893, ' " Department, -
o - ~ (Intld.) &S, F. . g
: 16th Dec. 1893, . .

; ' : Vide paragraph _ supra. Paragraph 0.—The oppor{unity of
1 (Intld) G.8.F. ‘. acquiring Kattalaimalai estate’ has been

: - 16th Dec. 1893. lost. . .

' ‘& ~ ‘ The first sale this year was not con- Laragraph 65.—Nothing- appears to
' ’? ~ firmed. A second sale will be held. have been done; nothing -higher than

- (Intld.) G.8.F. Rs. 45 was obtainable for the 1,000 pal-
- myra trees in auction. :

92, The Forest - staff.—~Sub-Assistant -
L .. - Conservator Mr. Gurunatha Pillaj ig an
A . » R e - aective and intelligent officer. He is ex.

' * Co : : . tremely slack in his office work.

thh Dec. 1898.




12
16k Dec. 1893,

Sr3d.

(Intld.) G.8.F.

I agree also in this, These habits have
thrown his work and hig office into great

confusion. Of late,
8ay, there has been

16th Dec. 1893. .

however, I am glad to
decided improvement,
(Intld.) G.8.F.

41 ;
Foresters, "Messrs. Jackson, White,
Jones and Matcher; all of whom I saw,
are very promising young officers. The
last two are under the orders of the Sub-
Assistant Conservator, They all appear
to take much interest in their work..
Mr. Thornton hag a.heavy task to keep

hings going. . .
He is an' éxcellent officer of great
energy and zeal, and hag acquired very
- complete information about forest matters
in his charge. There Is a great want of
method in his work however, and a con-
stant disregard of rules and detaj] which
must make work very irksome both to
You and him. If he drops the tendency
. to argue, and is carefal in sending up -
things to see that the ordersand thesrules
on the. subject are being fully complied
with, his work will, in the end, be greatly
facilitated. His zeal has led him into
starting things without sanction, and you
-have met this desire on his part with the
Decessary decision, and I have no doubt
that in future he will be confent to move
Tuore consistently along thesanction groove
only.. ] L
93. In conclusion, I beg that you will
send on this inspection note " at an early
(date to the Board of Revenue with your

remarks,
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