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| ,29:11 NOVEMBERJSQ;%, No.»1036, REV‘ENUE

. BEVENUE DEPARTMENT. ..
; (R oL I.‘ g‘ L ; i
'Fr'om: o e R
(- E.GIBSON, Esa, C8, = @ = o
S Ag. Secretary to the Government of Fort 8t. George, .. .

g V-

e 2, % Tup SECRETARY 7o rme GOVERNMENT or INDIA, i
A Ll N b = e o REVENUE AND AGRICULTURAL DEPARTMENT.

N 1

. . "“ , " ‘Dated ;qui St G’eorye', 29;;,ﬂ’oivember 1893 '7 s
I am directed to fonirard copics of the marginally-noted Proceedings of this Govern- -

SUTU L T R T : Miscellaneous. - ghould be carried out, and, as they involve .
e L B T e . . & departure in' regard to- certain parti- -
G.0., dated 5th September 1889, No. 756. ~ "culars from the usual settlement pro-.
Z Lo ?: L A e . o ;o 23rd October 1893, No. 981. " cedure,; I am to request fthaIt‘, ghe sanction ~ -
R g L O L PUE I, RNy soe 72 N S S SR B T T “of the Government of India may be .:
T Y V’- - ‘?-—#hfz.—* Jm'* AT ST - “obtained for the introduction of the settlement on the principles therein indicated)j ’
- o ' L o .- 2/ It will be seen that-in regard to the assessment of wef and dry lands, the .
= L - " gottlement of the- district presents no special difficulties and the Government has
- accordingly directed that the ordinary rules cf settlement of ryotwari tracts should be -
- applied to them. ' But as regards what are called garden lands, His Excellency the
¢ Governor in Council is of . opinion that some departure from’ the generally-accepted -
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B 7 'ment decided that in regard to these lands a classification of soils would be uscless,
TR A ) ‘7 and that their productiveness must be estimated by blocking out tracts into classes
e o ‘ " with' referenco to the number of trees per acre ascertained by actual counting of trees

and calculating its value according to the commutation rate. - -

_existing condition, and its suitability for growing whatcever crop may be selected as .
- . the staple, and, if the crop ordinarily produced happens to consist of cocoanuts, areca-

* - hypothetical rice crop. .. - - oL S CoL TR
2 " 4, The Government has: indicated in some detail in paragraphs 8—11 of its -
Order No. 931, dated 23rd October 1893, the principles upon which these lands should -
be assessed and the methods to be adopted to arrive at a fair and reasonable settlement. -

' f L . system followed .in the neighbouring province of Travancore. - The most valuable
[/ - L . featuro of that system is the scale of .trees per acre which great experience has enabled :
" “the Government of that province to claborate and adppt,'yxz., that} one cocoanut-tree. . -
' occupies - or represents g5 of an acre, that ome jack treo' occupies w0 of an’ acre;

‘and that cight areca-nut palms oceupy.yg; of en acre, that is to say, that one cent of . .

RPN . ¢ The Government of Madras admits the soundness® of .this principle, but I am to say - :
' ' ' that the conditions ‘of Malabar are not precisely similar to those which obtain in

Steme vt Ten g g ey et
. . —eReaeel T

,__._
O
‘.. PO .

S S T PR , ‘ “ment enunciating the principles on which' -
b e R , e , =l  the settlement of the Malabar district -~

"~ rules is necessary.. In the first of the Proceedings herewith forwarded, the Govern- -/ o
o “on single acres fairly selected, adopting an average of produce of tpe' standard crop k
3. Tho only practical'course appears to be to assess the land with reference to fts
nuts or jack fruit, His Excellency the Governor in Council considers that thereisno. .. .

" valid reason for restricting the share of Government to a certain proportionof a '

" Tt considers that the best solution of the question is to adopt mutalis mutandis the e

fand represents or cquals one cocoariut tree or half a jack treo or eight areca palms, S

o i R Travancore, The custom in the-former distribt appears to be to plant trees, whether ER

i .- - , | . B - N ? i e sl L
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| 0m Nowsuum 1003 No. 1090, Tevmws,

-.eocoanut,

- ernment will fix the minimium number of taxable trecs per acre, and all lands bearing

_. 7 at the settlement, may be unplanted . with ‘taxable trees will  be assessed at. a light
- =+ acreage rate based upon the commuted value of an appropriate dry’staple crop suitable
ot the locality- whether it be shama or ragi, ginger, pepper, arrowroot, thpioca, yams,

fraction of an acre as may be' considered appropriate with reference to the number of

-+ up and_the area-thus- estimated will then be deducted from the survey area of the..
~..gorden. and the balance will represent the unplanted portion. - o

~ “as gardens and unplanted. portions. of parambas which ‘are—shall be treated  at the

- -, Yevision on the termination of the settlement period, I am to say that this Government S

ot sl oproposes to. recount - the*trecs then and. to ‘re-adjust the classification accordingly. -
~.7 .. This'may have somewhat the appearance of taxation of -improvements effected during © 0 o

.+ the settlement period, but His Excellency in  Couneil is of opinion that it will 'be so in-~ @

.2 appearance only, forr the basis of  the’ garden assessment in Malabar has ‘always been,

&

“recount will- bring under taxation trees” newly planted, it will: also

2 e

""" i These trees in the case of arecas and cocoanuts; if not'of jacks, will be a considerablo-

oo

L

ttlement—30 years—will, of course; bo taken into. account, ...
with garden lands in Malabar involve a departure from the settlement procedure usuall

. peculiar, and, in the opinion of His Excellency the Governor in Council, it:is necessa

- the sanction of the Government of Indis may be accorded to their adoption. -

| Imwtehoostoby,
Sir’ B S ‘ '

B 0N Beiwon.

o

4, jack orareca-nut further apart than in Travancore, and the Settlement-officer - -

~ - has ‘been instructed to ‘make inquiries in each taluk of the district with a view to, -
~ascertain what is a suitable standard per ‘acre  for each of the three kinds of trees . ...

- named above, known as garden trees. ';When ‘this standard is determined, the Gov-'

-the minimum number of such trees will be tréated and assessed as garden lands, while -
-all other lands - which may nevertheless be planted with taxable trees in less number ~ . - -
" than the - minimum prescribed will be’classed - as ¢ dry.” - After “thus determining e
- what lands should be classed as *“ garden,”. the existing plan of ‘assessing the planted .
" portion of all “ gardens ». with referencs to-the number of the three kinds of taxable -
- treesin bearing at'the time of ‘the settloment will be followed, the assessment being: -
... based upon the commuted value of the estimated produce at ‘market rates. caleulated - -

-~ in accordance with ordinary settlement methods. " When two or three kinds of taxable. - = .~
7. trees are grown on the sane garden land, s compound standard crop will be taken ag - =
- .. .-the basig of caloulation. - Portions of holdings which, though classed as “ gardens.”” "~~~

“ &e. ' In order to determine what portion of a garden should be deemed ¢ unplanted,”. .. b
- for this purpose the taxable trees will be'counted. - Each trée will represent sucha

i ;- ;trees which may be found eventually to be the'standard number in gardens fully.planted =

© 7. 5. With refercnce to tho question as to how these lands—parambas - not classed

L i,vand"will»b‘e under: the  proposed scheine, a. tree-tax and. every.tree which comes‘into - .
"1 bearing “is :now, in  theory at any rate, liable to.instant taxation. -Moreover, if -the -~ "~
axation relieve “the ryots. .~ -

-from' payment on account of - trees which ‘in the interval have goue out of bearing..

‘proportion and a recount at the expiry of the period, while leaving the ryots free to do.
./ “what they:like during'its currency, will be on the whole the fairest planfor all parties, .1 "
- When settling the money rates at ‘the revision," hanges in prices during the period of =

. 6.-The -above’ principles: which: the Government “proposes to adopt m i deahng LA

~ followed ' in this Presidency, but the circumstances of the District of Malabar aro. ' -

" .. to_apply methods suited 'to its special conditions. : 1 am’ accordingly to request that, IUSALCE

VIR

Yourmost ibbe_y('iiént serVéﬁt, R

| (Signed). E. GIBSON, -
-~ Ag. Secretary to Goveroment.
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Letter, dated 29th November,

_ 7 No. 1036.
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FoRWARDING ‘coples of . Proceedmgs of thxs

- Government’ ‘enunciating the principles on which -

““thesettlement of tho Malabar distriet: shonld be -
_carried ‘ont, and : requesting the sanction- of the

Govemmenb of India for the intfoduction of the

eettlement on the pnncxples therem mdxcated.,
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