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g SIR,
¥ . - ,
_ f ;
- 7’ ‘ mith reference to your letter lo. 312 Rev:
, . P - ‘ .' .
' : of the 30th March last,on the subject of the sale of
L o N , quinine rﬂanufact,ured at, the' Covermment pianta t , 1 oam
Dated UWZ& » ‘
! directed to offer the followins observations,for the
Received £ & M 92 ;- | ;
| : consideration of His Pxcellency the Governor in Council.
Enclosures /2 ﬁ;ém“m/a-«l&éy ~'
- v g Q'F'n
Jreciaing » 2. It is learnt with satisfaction that tho
© No. I'adras Governmert has’ resolvod to reduc'e the price of th
quinine packets . sample of whch is for"wra"de'i with your
SUBJECT ; letter. It aprears possible,however,that the nmanner in
i . ‘
: y” : /,2 / which the medicineis put up may, to some extent,be the
‘W f ' cause of the poor results hitherto ohtained in the
WW éﬂ/f—’ ! ~ - endeavours made to bring the drug within the reach of
W %, S A N L~ .
fm/ : . L, ¥ the lower classes of the people. /A’specimen of the
) . SR B t - :
o e packet now introduced for the retail sale of Government
g ) [ quinine in Lenral districts is forwarded for inspection.
| ) The dru~ it will be observed,is uncoloured and packed
' n in closed covers and I am to su~sest that the adoption
| .
- ! of
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of this system for the distritution mi~ht be found

efficacious in extendins the sale in Madras.The

sccompanyins papers also
| afford particulars as to
the acency throuth which
" the Renral lGovernment pro- |+ To Go*e”n.ewt of Ben- el Hlo.

dated 8th July 1892.

posesltovpush the sale of

Sxtract paragraphs 4,8 and 7 of
letter Mo. 1070 %ed. dated 19th

April 1892 from Bengal Government.
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‘the medicine.

X

3. - The Government of Indja are still advised /0O ./ ..

that the simultaneous distribution of quinine and

- jalap powders is likely to affbrﬁ a handle to ig-
norant village and country praetioners for dis-
crediting the efficacy of the former drug. It is,
believed that poor natives seldom require‘purgatives,
‘pr that when they do,they recognize‘the‘fact for.
themselves and resort to indigeneus drugs ﬁhich are
effectual for the purpose I am to suggest therefore
Athat the separatlon of the Jalap powders from the
vqulnlne may be trled as an experlment 1n selected

. districts.

4., The Covernment of Indla also thlnk that

- the suggestlon to employ dlspensarv eﬂtabllshrentv

- to meke up the packets deserves a prlal. The ebgec-p
tion taken on account of the overworked state of

the esteblishment eppears to be somewhat imperfectly

borne
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borne out by facts represented in the figures quoted

in the margin,

?rOVince. g(s)izbggs}ments gﬁggitif | which seem to

rth Vestern Rs show that the

gﬁinces end 289,532 2,890,36? proportion of

3%22 | o _”2282622. ;jgggjéig establishmeﬁts
| ~ to patients

 treated is considerably larger in ladras than in
Yorthern Indie. _ |
5. Finally with fefernnce to paragraph 2 of your
letter I am to take the oppértunity to point out that

. the observation that the manufacture cf quinine‘is not
keeping pace with the demand was based on paragraphs'é;
end 6 of the L'adras Covernment's review of Mr. Lawson's

report for 1890-91 and was not originated by the Govern-b

ment, of India.

I have the honour to be,
Sir,

Your most obedient servant,

e

Secretary.

P.C.i.
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C. J. LYALL, Esg, C.LE, M
 Secretary to the Government of India,
To ‘

Tuz SECRETARY TO THE GOVERNMENT oF BENGAL,
. . MuUNICIPAL DEPARTMENT,

Home Department,
“Medical.

Simla, the Sth Fuly 1892.
SIR, | |
| I aM directed to acknowledge the receipt of your letter No. 1070

(Medical), dated the 12th April 1892, forwarding proposals for the sale of qui-
nine to the poorer classes in Bengal. - :

2 The Lieutenant-Governor intends to utilize, as an agency for selling
quinine, all public offices i the interior of districts which are under the orders
of the Local Government, such as Thanas and Police outposts, Dispensaries,
‘offices of Managers of Wards’ estates, &c, and it is suggested that the Postal
‘Department, which would be a still more effective agency, should alsn undertake
this‘\duty. The main features of the scheme, submitted for the approval of the
Government of India, are that Post Masters shall undertake the sale of quinine,
‘receiving a discount of one anna in the rupee; that their indents for quinine on
the central depot shall be sent free on Postal Service ; that ordinary post-
age is to be paid on the parcels of quinine sent to Post Masters, and after the
first advance the cost of renewing supplies is to be recovered by means of the
‘Value Payable system ; and that the Post Office as a Department will have
neither responsibility nor the duty of kezping accounts in connection with the
‘matter. _ ‘ ' :
3. I am to say that the Government of India approvs generally of these

proposals which will, for the present, be tried as an experiment only. Asit is )
“understood, however, that the principal object of the proposal is to place quinine

‘within easy reach of the rural population, Iam to say that the Governor General -
in Council apprehends that it will niot be necessary to have recourse to Post

'»L Offices in the larger towns where other suitable agencies are likely to be found.

' 4. There appear to the Governor General in Council to be the following
" matters of importance in connection with the scheme in regard to which it may be

desirable to take special precautions, V15, =

. (1) that the supplies of quinine are distributed in small quantities and at
*  frequent intervals, in order to guard against deterioration, especi-
ally in a 'damp climate.and in places where Post Masters have

not the means of keeping it in good condition;; )
(2) that the packets are not tampered with by the Post Office or other
subordinates and an inferior article substituted for the quinine, thus
~ bringing the Government medicine into disrepute ;
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(3) that after sale the empty packets are not collected and used for ’ oA Q . :
i fraudulent purposes. : : ’ i ™ _ 4, . _
! - There are, moreover, certain minor details which have to be settled before L | : MU'NICIi’AL DEI‘ARTMEN T. ' . o &}(
’ the scheme can be brought into working order, such as the manner in which the ' N ) / g
- discount to Post Masters shall be pald an? the source from which the charge L ~‘ , , ‘
for remitting the price of the quinine to the Quinine Dep6t shall be met. ' ’ MEDIGAL
These can best be arranged by the Local Government in communication with e ' No. 1070Mcd
i the Post Master General of Bengal. } o ‘ ’ | ___'..,._.__L'
5. The discount or commission allowed to Post Masters on the sales effect~ : o ] l |
ed will be income within the meaning of the Income Tax Act, but difficulty in the | " ‘ CALCUTTA, rue 1215 ,A'PRIL 1892. j
_assessment of it can be obviated by treating the remuneration so received by ’ ‘ ’.
Post Masters as income apart from salary, »:z., “ other - sources 'of income,” and ’ : Frow H. H, RISLEY, Esq oL, .‘
leaving it to be dealt with by the Assessor as he would deal with shares or houses ofy. Secretary 10 the Government qf Bengal
owned by Post Masters.
6. I am to request that the Government of India may be favoyred . with a SO To tax SECRETARY 10 ram GOVERNMENT or INDIA, ’
’i ; report of the working of the scheme up to 31st March 1893 r‘ : : _ Hoxmz Dzmnmnm :
}‘ - ' ‘ o I have the honour ta be . e O
T SLR,,
' Your most obedient Servant,
C. ] LYALL o )
Secretary to thé Gavernment qf ! ndia. i
+ ' » . :
No. 3 /4 . po. :
Cory, with copy of the Ietter from the Government of Bengal to ‘which it is : ) “ . .
a reply, forwarded to the Department for ; :
information and such further action as may “be considered necessary. ' 1 )
"By order, : "‘ | ,
: : . |
. i . i
H. LUSON, _ _ i ' : _ ;
Offg. Under-Secy. to the Govt. of Inida. ) |
) |
| !
: .
} ,1
: s

G, C. Press, Simla,.~No, 576 H. D.~=13-7-92.~132,
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quinine generally, and the development of the Government cinchona plantation
near Darjeeling, have now renderedit possible to renew, with greater prospects
of success, the attempt to popularise the use of quinine among the poorer classes
of the province. In order to attair the end in view, certain essential conditions
must be complied with. In the frst place the quinine sold must be first-rate
and uniform in quality, and must be guaranteed as such by being sold in packets
bearing a Government stamp.  Secondly, it must be sold in very small quan-
tities procurable for the smallest con in daily use among the people. Thirdly,
it must be sold at a large numbe: of centres and at places which people are
likely to frequent in the ordinary course of business. Fourthly, the sellers must
be given an interest in pushing thesales and in making it generally known that
quinine cgn.be_bought in small quartities at certain places.
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~~""6. For the purpose of selling the quinine, all public offices in the interior

of the district, such as thdnas and police out-posts, dispensaries, offices of
managers of wards’ estates, and so forth will be utilised. These are under the

- orders of the Local Government, but there is another department not under this

Government, the Postal Department, which will, in the Lieutenant-Governor’s
opinion, be a still more convenient and effective agency. Throughout Bengal
the village Post Office is a popular place of meeting, where people assemble to
Liear the news and discuss matters of common interest, and both Postmasters and
postal peons would, itis believed, have no difficulty in conducting sales of quinine
without interfering with their ordinary duties. The Postmaster-General of

~Bengal, who has been consulted unofficially on the subject, is understood to

regard the scheme with favour and to conmsider that the Post Office may
properly lend its assistance. Mr. Kisch suggests that, in the first instance,
thé packing factory or central depdt at Hazdribigh should supply everyPost Office
in Bengal with a permanent advancs of a sufficient number of packets to last a
short time. When a Postmaster finds his stock running short, heshould indent
on the central depdt for a fresh supply. This indent might, with the per-

. mission of the Director-General of the Post Office of India, be sent through

the post free of charge. The central depst would comply with the indent

by sending the number of packets of quinine asked for as a value payable

parcel, for which the Postmaster would pay on receipt. ~As he would have got
his first supply &s a permanent advance, and would have sold nearly all of it
before he indented for the mext supply, he would be prepared to pay for
the latter and for subsequent supplies on arrival. A commission, which
the Lieutenant-Governor proposes;to fix at an anna in the rupee, should be
allowed to the Postmaster in order to induce him to push the sales, and to inform
the people of the neighbourhood through his postmen that Government quinine
is available for sale. S ‘ _ - -
7. There can be no question that if the use of quinine could be extended,
and pure quinine substituted for the highly adulterated compounds which are
now sold in country villages in' these provinces, a very real benefit would be
conferred on the people of Bengal, who now suffer severely from malarial
fever and huve no approved remedy of guaranteed quality within easy reach.
The plan now put forward seems to the Lieutenant-Governor to contain sufficient

"4, The great reduction that has taken place of late years in the price of
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:promis.e of success to make it worth while to try as an experiment, I

accordingly to request that the Government of India may belinoved to accgl?a
“their sanction to the co-operation of the Post Office to the extent indicated
- above, and to the transmission on postal service of all correspondence from the

Post Office on the subject. Correspondence addressed to the Post
of course be stamped in the ordinalpy way. : fhe Post Offce 'Would
I bave the honour to be,
SIr,

Your most obedient servant,

H. H. RISLEY,
0fy. Secretary to the Govt. of Dengal.
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