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Revenue,
No. 4.

Case of Mr. Creighton.

—-—Dnow forward, for

* From Mr, Creighton, dated 3ra Feb-

ruary 1892, .
To ditto, dated 24th February 1892.

London, 25th February 1892,
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My Lozp,

In my Despatch, No. 9, dated the 13th of
November 1890, T informed your Excellency’s Go-
vernment I was not prepared to interfere in hehalf
of Mr. J. Creighton, who had memorialised against
the decision of Lord Connemara’s Government, I
your information, copy of a
further letter from Mr. Creighton and of the reply*
I have caused to be sent,.

2. There is, however, one point in Mr. Oreizhton’s
letter, which should be eleared up in case further
question should arise,™ Tt is statod that Mr. Marsh,
now serving under the Madras Court of Wards,
asked for and sccured a peuston from his late pupil
the Raja of Bobili. TIn the memorial forwarded {o
me by the Madras Government in September 1890, -
the memorialist, Mys. Creighton, says :—

“ Mr. Marsh, the tutor to the Raja of Jeypore,
is allowed to draw a pension from the Raja of
Bobili (his former pupil), and still retaing his
appointment as a servant of the Court . of Wards ;
and in a letter T received from Lim last week Le
remarks,—

“ It appears to me to he very unjust that I
should be allowed to receive 2 pension from Bobil
and still retain my appointment under the Court of

. Wards, aud that Mr, Creighton in exactly similar

+. circuing spces should be made to suffer so much
gfor mg{igy accepting the offer of the Zemindar of
“Rarmagy” .

I should be glad to learn what is the truth
about the alleged pension from the Bobili Raja to
his late tutor. ~ At paragraph 7 of the Board’s Pro-

ceedings dated the Oth August 1890 it is said that
“the Court of Wards Las nc information” pe-
garding MIr. Marsl’s pension from the Bobili Raja.
¢ But the facts should be ascertained, and it should
i~ clearly be stated whercin the cirecumstances of
Mr. Creighton’s intended pension from the Ramnad
1. 399, A
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? Zemindar differ from the circumstances of - Mr.
! Marsh’s pension from the Bobili Raja. ’

I have the honour to be,
\y Tons , | | | o ENCLOSURES.
Your Lordship’s most obedient humble Servant, K

j . ; : No. 1.

y ) 12, Almeida Strect, Islington, N.,
‘ . Sir, . 3rd February 1892.
{ oz : : It has just occurred to me that it may be well to recapitulate

Y : some of the chief points of my case so as to clear up any doubts with
‘ : regard to it.

1. The letter of the Rajah of Ramnad offering me a pension, a copy
\ ‘ of which was forwarded to the Secretary of State for India with my
f ) wife’s memorials, was sent to me after he had attained his majority and
taken charge of his estate, and when the Madras Government and the
Court of Wards had nothing more to do with him-—when, in fact, Le
was a perfectly free agent and his own mastor in every sense of the
word. He left me in April 1859 to go to Ramnad for his holidays, and
never returned again, the Court of Wards having permitted him, with.
out any reference to me, to remain on his estate till October, when he
was installed as zemindar,

2. The suggestion or insinuation of the Court of Wards that I asked
~ for this pension and accepted presents from the Rajah whilst he was a
- ! minor under my charge is utterly and entirely false. I never broached
: the subject in any shape or form, or even so much as hinted at it in the -
‘remotest degree, and never accepted any presents. 'The pension was
offered to me of the Rajal’s own free will, and, as I believe, from
motives of pure gratitude for what I had done for him. T might, like
the tutor to the Rajah of Parla Kimedi who was recently under the
same Court of Wards, have become manager of my former pupil’s estate
with a great flqurish of trumpets, for the post was offered to me, Had
I accepted it, the Court of Wards could not have interfered with me,
‘ ’ and I should now have been in receipt of a thousand a year instcad of
occupying my present unenviable position,

» aey

; 3. There was no reason why I should refuse the pension offered to
» me. I was bound by no covenant and by no agreement either expressed
or understood. I had nothing to look forward to, as the appointment
carried no pension with it; my salary was but Rs. 600 a month (in-
cluding Rs. 100 given me for good service and for the extra trouble
. and responsibility of two additional minors) ; and iy cngagement was
ot i . terminable when the supply of minors coming under -the Court of
o ' q Wards failed. ' '

) ! D 4. Only on good and sufficient cause being shown could I be deprived

: of my appointment as guardian and tutor to minors under the Court

. ‘ of Wards. As long as I continued lo perform my dutics satisfactorily

v 2 ‘ ' (and this I invariably did) I could continue to hold that appointment.

‘? ‘ : - This was fully understood and recognized by the members of the Court

a ¢ of Wards who engaged me. The members who took upon themselves

to dismiss me in the bigh-handed fashion in which they did were all

new to their duties but one—Mr. Whiteside—the member who for some

inscrutable reason bore such ill-will to me. Is it likely that any sanc

man would give up a good post in"England and go out to an appoint-

l - ‘ment in Madras, when he was liable to he dismissed at a moment’s

. H notice, as I was, and for no assignable reason? The’ Court of Waurds

undoubtedly exceeded tlhcir powers in- my case and acted illegally, and

' | in this they were backed up by the Scoior Member of Couuncil,
: i 21921, B
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Mr. Stokes. All my attempts to obtain an inquiry have heen burked
by these same gentlemen, and in consequence all justice has been
denied me. How could it be otherwise, when the circumstances of the
casc are considered ?  And why do these gentlemen resist to the utmost
all my efforts to have the real facts made public ? Their action is only
explainable on the supposition that there is something in the background
they wish to conecal. ~ And of this I have aniple proof.

5. At the time the Court of Wards treated me with such flagrant
injustice—they refused, be it remembeied, to listen to a word I had to
say ; “ We decline {o discuss the matter” was the curt reply I got to
my remonstrance from the first member of the Courl—TI was guardian
to the Kangundi minor zemindars wnd could hot be dismissed off-hand,
as the enclosed commission under the official seal and signature of
Mr. Le Fanu, the Collector of the district to which these minors belonged,

will show.

6. The Court of Wards took advantage of the absence of -Lord
Connemara from Madras on tour to get rid of me, and insisted upon my
leaving before he returned. Iord Connemara, 1 am given to under.
stand, was anything but pleased with their summary mode of procedure,
but they.brought their influence to bear upon him, and, with the
assistance of Mr. Stokes, misrepresented matters, and prevented his
granting an interview and a hearing.

7. No reasons were assigned by the Court of Wards for their arbitrary
procedure, at least not to me. They declined to give me any infor-
mation when I requested them officially to do so, and refused six
months’ pay in lieu of notice, though by custom and by well understood
agreement I was justly entitled to it. No other grounds can be assigned
for their extraordinary helaviour but personal spite on the part of one
of the membcrs, of which I have the clearest proof, and the desire on
the part of another to provide for an incompctent relative, 2 man in
the Salt Department, who took ten years to pass a simple departmental
cxamination, and yet is thrust with unscemly haste into my appoint-
ment—one for which he had no single qualification. If the Court of
Wards thought I was wrong in aceepting what the Rajah oflered me
after he came of age, why did they not tell me so P Surely it was open
to them, if they had not Leen bent upon getting rid of me at gl]
hazards, to say that they could not permit me to accept anything while
in their service, and there the matter would have ended.” There was
1o scerecy about the Rajal’s offer, my friends knew of it, and the Rajah
Ihil(nlisdc]f bad desired that he might himself inform the Court of what he-
1ad done,

8. 1f further proof be needed of the arbitrary and unjust action of
the Court of Wards in my case, there is the startling- fact that they still
retain in their service Mr. J. Marsh, tutor to the minor Rajah of *
Jeypore, who is in receipt of a pension from a former pupil, the Rajah
of Bobbili, a pension which he asked for, If my action was deserving
of such extreme measures, on what grounds is he retained? JIs there
one law for him and another for mep Or, arc the members of the
Court of Wards controlled by their personal feelings only without any
regard to right and justice in tle discharge of iheir public duties ?

9. I was Inspector of Schools under the London Diocesan Board of
Education when the Court of Wards telegraphed for me, and asked
me when I could go out to Madras. A second telegram, after T haq
wired my reply, informed me that the vacauey would not occur for six
months,' it being necessary to give Mr. Sewart, the then incumbent
that period of notice, thus proving what I have stated above that six’
months’ notice was customary, for he had no written agrecment, T
went out to Madras in accordance with the spirit of the t%legram, and
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. was duly installed in the appointment, by a resolution of the Court of

Wards, on the same terms as Mr. Gell, who had died whilst holding the

. office, and who, when first appointed, had come to me to be initiated in

his duties. .
10. When I took charge of the institution for minors at Madras it

'was in a wretched condition, as my wife’s memorials indicated, and a

veritable sink of iniquity. My immediate predecessor had been a mere
stop-gap, and moreover, as oné of the members of the Court of Wards
remarked to me, he was not a gentleman. e was ignorant of the
language of the country, and the subordinates did as they pleased.
The steward, a wily native, was to all intents and purposes tutor; he
had the control of everything, and, as I discovered, was cheating the
establishment out of something like two or three hundred rupees per
mensem. All this 1 reported to the Court of Wards at the time,
and the steward and others were dismissed, the Court, or rather
Mr. Whiteside, not desiring a criminal prosecution for fear of dis-
closures regarding the management of the institution, I organized the
whole establishment and put everything on a satisfactory footing, and
was complimented for the skill and tact I displayed. Not only did I
draw up a scheme for the education of the minors, but I formed a
riding school under a non-commissioned officer of the Governor’s Body-
guard, and introduced drill, gymnastics, tennis, cricket, and shooting as
part of their training. At my suggestion, too, the minors were taken
periodically on long tours through North India, Ceylon, and other parts.
In fact, as everyone acknowledged, T made the institution a model place
of training for Indian noblemen.

11. Mr. Stokes and the Court of Wards, not satisfied with unjustly
depriving me of my appointment, deliberately sct themselves to vilify
my wife and me to the Rajal, and to induce him to withdraw his offer
of a pension, the former threatened him with the grave displeasure of
Government if he dared to give it, and when he said he did not Like to
break his word, actually wrote to him and told him he need not be afraid
of breaking his word of honour. And this to a Native in whom for
years I.had been doing my best to implant a regard for truth and

honour! .

12. Further, Mr. Stokes threatened to ruin me angd prevent my
getting an appointment either in India or England by inserting some-
thing against me in the Fort St. George Gazette—a foolish, empty-
boast to frighten the Rajah and give him a great idea of the power of
such a high official. And Mr. Grose, a member of the Court of Wards,
and also a member of the Syndicate of the Madras University, twice
prevented my getting an examinership, an office I had held whilst tutor,
and thereby caused me a loss of two thousand rupees. And why ?
Because I had had the temerity to call in question the action of the
Courtof Wards. Such are some of the lengths to which these gentlemen
can go. ) '

I am, &c.,
d. CREIGIITON,

W. J. Maitland, Esq. |

‘ No. 2,
India Office,
Sir, 24th February 1892,
With reference to our interview of the 25th January, and your
letter to me of the Srd instant, T am doesired by Lord Cross to inform
you that the papers in your case have again been examined, and that
he sees no ground for interfering with the decision arrived at by the
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Government of Madras and confirmed by i the Secrctary of State in
Council after a careful consideration of all the circumstances as pre-
sented in the two memorials from your wife,

This decision was communicated to the Government of Madras on the
13th of November 1890, and any further representation from you in the
matter must be submitted through that Government.

I am to return herewith the enclosure to your letter of the 3rd instant,
under reply. ' \

I am, &ec.;

' W. J. MaITLAND.
J. Creighton, Esq.
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