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' GOVERNMENT OF MADRAS;
.REVENUE DEPARTMENT.

. R . . B - s T - . o

.- " Reap—again G.0., dated 17th March 1891, No. 212, Revenue.~ =~ - " ="~ g
e Asnstract—~Season in Chingleput.—Ordering . that minor irrigation works should be put in'+ .

hand at once in-Tirupérir and Acharavakkam firkas; and stating that -orders will issue in the T
" Public Works - Department for .the immediate commencement of two more large ‘works in L
*Ponnéri and Tiruvallar taluks, and desiring to have the Collector’s report as to the easy means

of amelioration of the condition of the Pariahs. - U : : R
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. READ;éIéo the following papers:— = o o . ‘
‘Memorial of the Madras Missionary Confergn'ée,* to His 'Excellency the Riéht 4
Honorable the Governor of Fort St. George; dated~May 1891.. -

- That. your memorialists are n{issioflariesffes'idingﬁin the City and .Presidenc'y R
of Madras and are acquainted with the condition of .the ‘Pariahs and other low Ler
castes and are deeply interested in their welfare.. ~ .: - * -~ 0o -

o That, according to the census of 1881, the Pariahs numbered 4,439,253 or ..~
‘neatly” four-and-a-half - millions, and-other low castes, indicated -by.'thé heading . .~ .--
* “others, including ‘not stated,” &c.,” numbered 2,811,841 or nearly three millions, -~ - . -
If to these figures be added the average rate of incregse reported by the censis of L
1891, they may be regarded as representing a total of nine millions, or twenty-five -

per cent. of the population of the Madras Presidency. - e ;
- . That the whole of these peoples stand entirely apart from the ‘other ‘Hindu
castes, who regard contact with them as pollution and who have for many centuries -
de‘spisc_ad’and degraded them. -~ = - A T
.- While your memorialists would call attention' to the generally miserable con-
 dition of the whole of these peoples, especially of the aborigines and nomadic tribes
.of the Presidency, they desire in- particular to refer to the Pariahs who are by far
~ the largest and most important section of- the low castes: The Pariahs are found
in all the districts of the Presidgney, and the hard work of the country falls to
their lot.. - In villages on the sea-board, groups of -them.divide the harvest of the
sea with the patéinavar, the hereditary fishermgn and dweller on the shore ; they are-
also the coolies and dray horses of our towns, and some of them find employment
~on railways .and public works; but from time immemorial the great bulk of them .-
-~ have been connected with the land, and they are still so connected ‘as hinds and =
- laborers, the underliggs of the other castes. =~ . . .~ =~ .. T ooroe o
. Your memorialists -thankfully acknowledge that Englishinen, from their. first -
arrival in India until now, have steadfastly befriended the low castes of ‘the country, = .
and that re})resentativesl alike of the East India Company and :the British Govern- = °
*“ment have held fast the principle that slavery should have no place in India under -
British rule, nor canthey forget that in 1860 Government formally declared
slavery illegal by the Indian Penal Code. Since that time, the sympathetic -
references which have appeared in many Governnient and official records and the
" -gpecial provisions made in the Grant-in-Aid ‘Code for the low castes assure your
“memorialists that the attitude ‘of Government towards the- ¢ depressed. castes Lo
continues unchanged. Your memonalists' are therefore encouraged to ask fora .- . .°
further and special intervention of Government on behalf of the-Pariah corﬁmunit'y[ " '
~As areason for’ their request, your memorialists would crave permission to
mention a few facts in illustration of the present condition of the Pariah community, -
~ ~The facts which-they mention are .well-knownto Government officials and to all :
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- _‘more than one district.”

- the real nature o :

- property is illegally seized . for alleged debt. .. They are :pitilessly rack-rented as
sub-tenants and must submit “to it; for they cannot.find other work nor another
- home. . Though Collectors .generally favour. the view that Pariah_sub-tenants by
" lengthened. occupancy and'.due. payment of kist and .swafantara are not liable to |
* ‘eviction, District . Munsifs’ courts .decide against_the Pariali-and-the power of-
~ eviction thus -bestowed places: the Pariah more: completely in the hands of the

\

_ mirasidars.: ~ o s CRERIS LTS el e

L.
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are as follows, viz.:—~"

who have.had opportunities'of acquiring knowledge concerning the low: castes, and -

(a) Though Govemment h‘a.i;,~ proclalm qa: ﬂl-avé"ry' £ be ‘iilégél , m an}i'Paﬁﬁli's" '

are living inpractical slayery.. - In defiance of the Indian’ Fénal Code, mirasidars’

induce’ Parials to ‘sign documents- surréndering the liberty of _themselves and

* children andthereby becoming their actual slaves. - Tliése slaves are’ found in -

<

Paty

- . *(8) A considerable section of the Pariahs cannot find sufficient employment -
- and on this account suffer greatly from want of food and increase the difficulties of,
- . relatives Wwho are themselves over-burdened ,and under-fed. The Census Report-of -
~ 1881 (vide yol. I, page 162) shows that this section includes upwards of ten per cent.
~ . of the Pariah community, .or nearly six hundred thousand persons. These may be . .-
“described as the paupers of-a well-nigh - pauper community ; for even in ordinary
. years, when the rainfall is not deficient; a large section of the Pariahs does not -
- obtain necessary and proper food. e o e
(¢) The Pariahs experience frequent gnd manifold injustice at'the hands of
-the higher castes. ‘The full amount of wages justly due to them is not paid.” They

are coaxed or- comgelled'to sign documents giving.their consént to injust demands,
' which ﬂl'ey_ do, not. know becausc they cannot read. Their

mirasidar, - - e -0 LT

w7 .~ (d) They are:the: victims of -much ‘vexatious-'and unnecessary -litigation.

Their testimony is practically regarded -as- worthless compared with  that of their

oppressors. --The courts- pronounce against them; -they cannot pay costs ;- hence.

documents are' written in- which - the costs stand: as-debts.at -interest, duc to-the

|-

T (e) ',The"prés_éhf state of ﬂié '-Ia\its-‘relatiﬁg ’qo-w\;ast'e' lands andthe .opI")OSi.t:ion‘:
- -of village. officials, mirasidars- and’ thé ligher-castes ‘ génerally. make their efforts

" to ‘obtain"and hold such lands- direct: ffom’ Government costly ‘and “futile, and

. generally, at least in-the’southern districts, their efforts to: gain an ‘independent .
" footing 'as_p.attagizixfs ,al_‘cmgorously' resented, ~ ¢f v ez oyl ST

B . N [' ’ S -
" (f):In many villages, the mirasidars ¢laim as their.own' the sites on"which

B .’c‘llér-}iouses‘_ of the Pariahs afe built and thi$ claim makes intimidation easy and

" 'serves to irritate and depress. | Tlic mirasidars systematically oppose ‘the establish-

ment of schools. for -the education of Pariah children.’ ' As‘a-result'of centuries of
-disability and -oppression, the Pariahs have now sunk into'a condition of ‘helpless

:degradation, and the defects and ‘vices'of their social life give to their degradation

a rigidity which makes all improvement’appear hopeless if they continue to be left
to themselves.’ . S - Sl ST R

" Your nle'gigorialisté 'jé'ﬁ.tliré,t‘o: hope that these’ facts, -whieh are notorious; may -
~ form" a_sufficient reason for their: request that-Governnient specially intervene

" on behalf of, the Pariah .community. If additional reasons-were -required, your

- centuries the slayes” of other castes and still ‘Temain’ the

‘memorialists ‘ould’ %omt ‘out the vitality,” 1
improvability of the Pariahsas a community. . Though they have been for many
victims of oppression,

though; they are the. first victims of ‘famine and epidemic;

the most hardy JTI0US pec 7 ”’ and he beéars witiess to the
esteent with which Mussalmans regarded: themt on this:account;” -Testimony'to their
industrious character is also to be found in the District*Manuals of the Presidency
Those Pariabs who have become™ Christians;-and particularly - their- children, may
be cited as illustrations of their improvability ‘and :the difference between Paria

. f'p_a"tt'adqré_and' the rank and: file of the Paria community also illustrates this fact,

N M .

-

- B
..

the’ industrious ' character, and " the -

b victims ol Jamine ar they not’ only survive .
but. increase in numbers. . Their_industry. and lave of work llavo‘al\\?ag*S‘been '
. apparent. A hundred years ago, D.t': Francis :Buqhanah's'poke of them as by ¢ far
~‘the most hardy and laborious people of the country, '

Y

.

At present, they-are chiefly of value to. t.}_i\e'ir masters; they are of little valqé' to the -
State, or even to themselves, but under improved conditions they will become men’

and women conscious of human rights and ‘of the inheritance of freedom which,
though legally theirs, has remained unclaimed and unknown. * If such conditions

. be provided, your memorialists :tonfidently hope that thesé five millions will soon -

ment is a large and.difficult one and that time and' education’ must ‘necessarily

. play a great’ part in‘its solution. >“If 'the sections ‘of:Hinduf's‘bciétyfvveré‘nmtually”"' L

sym‘pathbtic' much might be hoped from the kindly beneficence of the higher castes,

do not permit the social adyancenient of the Parials,:but -sanction their depression

and enslavement. - This’social antagonism'by which Pariahs are hemmed in, added -
* " to their own helplessness,” makes tlieir ‘advancement specially difficult and renders - . =

it necessary that Government should atford to‘them some such help as your menio-
rialists proceed to indicate. ‘ ' Sl pRTes e e

*
v
<

"' Tt appears’ to your m

existing fules be permitted tq binder.their social advancement. . Sir Thomas Munro,
in his able’ minute of 31st;December. 1824, remarks that' ¢ the ‘Cirear, possesses by

. the usage of the country the absolute right.of -disposing. of the waste as it pleases - o
. -invillages which are miras as well as ;those - which are ‘not, ' In" the. Deccan, in.

miras-villages the corporation has not the.right of disposing of unoccupied land,

but.the Cirar:has.” - If by grants of land opportunity, be given to’Pariahs to -
. ‘gain something like independence and:a firm social ‘footing, .this' section having -
) .- ‘become better and ‘stronger than' the rest will be' able.to help the weak'and the

_poort . Such.an:;allotment  of waste lands: to'Pariah pattadars would also; be d’
financial gain; to. Government and create an increased - demand for labour, so that
a large proportion of Pariahs who are now unemployed should be able to find work

o ) - uoE- S B T A A T S ';"@.",.1".

.~ The Indian Education Commission in its recommendations, has laid"particular-

. :stress on.the education of ‘the low castes and "justly urges that évery. encourage-
ment should.be, given to special schools” for the education’ of such classes (vide

Report, p. 517). .Your memorialists strongly advise that Governmernt make knowi B

its, readiness to_grant sites for-Pariah village schools and-forbid mirasidars ‘and

_others from hindering their establishment by intimidation or oppréssion.'They are -

“also of opinion that further provisions of a, special nature should be ‘made in the
needs of this community,..« " AL UL
..+ 3Vhile stating their, convictions reg !

arding some of the forms which Government

‘aid should assume, your memorialists;are of .opinion that steps should be taken by -
- Qovernment toascertain fully and: with: exactness the condition of the Pariahsin - -

. :$he - soveral-districts of: the . Présidency, and 'they -would request. Government 'to

- appoint & ‘commission to_carry out such-an inquiry aund on.t 10 basis of facts thus

I
-
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prove a strength’ to the Government ‘which has’ befriended ‘them. > Your menio- =
- rialists'are well aware that the problem to which they ask the attention of Govern- -,

but the laws (Smriti) by which these are still swayed and their conduct régulated” R

\ emorialists that'tlie Pariahs in their’ present- defenceless .

.~ condition stand "' inneed of ‘more protcction “from injustice ‘than they now enjoy; -
that'the illegal practice of agrestic slavery by ‘means of written documents should
be' summarily dealt with; and that everywhere in villages: they should possess -
house-sites in'their own right. . Your memorialists entirely ‘endorse the statement. -

~of theMalabar District  Manual, Vol, 1,"'p. 153, -that ¢ the slaves, as'a caste, will -
never -understand’ ‘what real freedom’ means’until-measures ‘are adopted “to ‘give * - -
them indefeasible rights in the small orchards occupied’ by them "as house-sites.”:

. Your 'memorialists have ‘referred to-the: rack-renting of > Pariah’ sub-ténants “in"

" wvillages. " It has’ been thie practice for village officials to collect the’rents of these: ' -
sub-tenants and also to distrain their property. . Your memorialists are of ‘opinion -

- that this practice should be disallowed by Government. as unjust and .injurious to -
its 'own 'Interests.. Your: ‘memorialists- are strongly - of opinionthat the Pariahs:
should be ‘equally, eligible with :others for the- obtaining: of waste lands’.and that -
the right of pre-emption enjoyed by mirasidars should ‘now cease. .- They are fully .
aware of existing rules and of what is urged on behalf of the preferential rights of . -

“mirasidars, but:mirasidary’-rights should not.mean, Pariahs’ wrongs, nor slould

Grant-inAid - Code for' the encouragement. of schools for Pariahs, and 'that the -
-attentjon. of Local Fund Boards:and Municipalities be directed, to the educational .
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~ - obtained to recommend to the consideration of Government certain measures for
‘the amelioration of the condition of Pariahs. . o :

‘In_conclusion, your. memorialists would express “the hope that this subject

affecting that large section of the population which is the weakest and poorest will .
- receive at the handsof Government that prompt and practical attention which it

truly merits and which they venture to believe Government desires to give. -

"And your petitieners will ever pray. IR .
In the name-and by the authority of the Madras Missionary Conference. ‘
- . . . . (Signed)- J.COLVILLE PEATTIE,

' o T T Secretary.'

v

.

' -I")esvp'atch from the Right-Honorable Her'i\fajesty’s Seeretafy' of State for India, -

to His Excellency the Right Honorable the Governor in Council, Fort St.
George, dated India Office, London, 23rd July 1891, No. 7 (Révenue).
"I forward, for the information of your Excellency’s Government’ and for an
o : 8 inquiry or action you may think fit,
* Question and answer for 25th June 1891, = copies of questions and answers * in
» » » TthJuy . ° the House of Commons concerning the
ST Co . depressed condition of the lower castes
" in the Chingleput district anfl theu';inabili_ty to obtain land for occupation even
when waste land may be available, B -
‘ * " Excvosure -No. .1.‘ ’ _ -
o .~ House of Commons Question, 25th June 1891, - -
Mr. Samuel Smith,—To ask the “Under-Secrotary of State for India, whether his attention
has been drawn to the refpoi-t of Mr, Tremenheere, the highest revenue official in the district in
- ‘South India where the famine prevails, describing the condition of the poor peonle at Senneri,
" of whom he says that “ their state is not appreciably lower than usual; a large proportion of

them are always badly nourished, clad (if at all) in the vilest of rags;” and also states that they
are suffering from disease and are living in wretched huts: - -~ - - . ,

And, whether the Government of India are taking any stepé in the‘matter.

" Reply.—(1) The Secretary of State has not received the particular report cited, nor can ho
identify the name Senneri. . Perhaps the name Ponneri is meant, which is the relief centre for
one of the poorest parts of ‘the Chingleput district. Owing to uncertainties of season, parts of

Chingleput are-decidedly poor. The fortnightly telegrams received from Madras show .that .

constant effort is made to relieve distress ip Chinglepu
- Government relief a fortnight ago.” '~ '

t, Where over 7,000 people were receiving
. (2) The Chingleput district is served by two railtva‘yrs from Madras';' food cztn'eesi'ly be
brought thither. ‘We must look to the progress of the country, the growth of other industries, *

- -and emigration to Burma for the gradual amelioration of the condition of people in Chingleput,

-

. . Excrosure No. 2.
. .- - House of Commons quest'z'on, Tth July 1891,

. Mr. Samuel Smith,—To ask the Under-Secretary of State for India, whether the atteﬁtiori
.of the Government- has been drawn to the distress among the Pariahs, or low class agricultural
- -population, of Chipglepqt: S S o S T
.. Whether he can give any information regarding the amount of that distress, and whether
their lamentable condition is chronic in its nature: =~ , r S
" Whether any measures have been adopted by the Governmen
" condition, in addition to what is being done to deal with the distr
Whether the Government have ‘appointed any commission to
And whether the low-caste population .can acquire waste la
mirasidars or leaseholders. T ’ v _ i
, ‘Reply,—(1) The present distress has attracted the attention of the Madras Governme
“the co'ngi{ion (of the poorer classes in Chingleput. A careful statistical ‘survey is m'ade'Igf 22:1(;
district in Madras; the Chingleput district will be taken Jup soon and inquiry will be made into
. the condition of all classes of the people. - At the inquiry of 188788 (* Condition of People ’—
papers laid on the table on the 21st June 1889) it was stated that Chingleput; owing to its infertile
soil and to_certain accidents of temure, was among the most backward  parts of the Madrag .
Presidency, - o ey C SR : 3

t of Madras to ameliorate their -
css caused by the famine: -
Inquire into the distress; < °

? - 27thMey18$8. :

T T

the honour to submit, in the accomp
" condition of the Chingleput Pariahs. "

nd for cultivation like tho caste |

7 2."By the census of 1881, tho Pariahs numb

30tn Serreser 1892, Nos.'1010,'1010° A] Revesvs. - - 5

" (2) The roport * on the inquiry of 1887-88 said  the mass of the (Chingleput) people, ywho
. S T e - ! are chiefly agriculturists,” live' from hand to

* Madras Revenue Board’s Proceedings, I{o'.@cs, of the ~mouth and in adverse.seasons are ‘seriously

.- hampered.- . .. .. . The wages of an agri-

“ “cultural labouter’s family. are’ put ‘at . about

" Re. 10 a month all told. - The demand for all kinds of industrial labour other-than weavers’ is

increasilig, ’While unskilled - labour is, owing' to the vicinity of Madras, everywhete better than it
used to be.” o I o

(8) No special measures for the gexieml imﬁrotretﬁent ef -the ,Chingleput 'people.haw been

" undertaken beyond the repair of ‘irrigation tanks and channels. Extensive measures have been

(4) No. -

. (5) There is no bar, sither of law or of practice, to low-caste people obtaining and’ cultiyéting
available waste lands on the same terms as high-caste people. I STt T

undertaken and are being carried on for the relief. of distress caused by the recent failure of rain.

Preeee.tiihgs of :th‘e Board of Revenue .(rRetrer‘l.ui_e\ Settlement, 'Land VR‘ecords ,and:
' Agriculture), dated 19th August 1892, No. 584-A. e

. A ’
' - Furr Boarp, -~

[

. Read—Proceedings of the Board of Rovenue (Revenue éettler.r”xent;»L;zﬁd"Recerds
. A ‘. .

. ‘and Agriculture), dated_I‘Oth;March 1891, No. 132.:

AESTRACT.—I.I&vieWingfurther reP‘?r.t'frdm-.the'Collector of Chingleput on prospects of
season in tho distriet. - L R T

A . : P : o i
: te
- . . !

Read—Proceedings of tlie'Beéird'%'of,fRevehtle.‘(‘I'{e:vé:hﬁe'Settle&teﬁt; Land Reeerds _

. and Agriculture), (;izited,ﬁthj;Alig_ust 1891, No. 492, ~ -

i :AeefRAer,4Submitting to Government "skeletonﬁi-epoi;t_ef’f the Collector ‘of-“éhih'gleﬁﬁt B
« about the condition of the Pariahs in that district and

his proposals for.the amelioration of *

[

their condition. -

I{eqdf—the following letter ‘from 'J. H. A. TREMENHEERE;{E‘SQ.’,“ Collector of

., . the Chingleput district, to the Secretary to the Commissioner of Revenue
- ...+ Settlement and Director of the Department of Land Records and Agri-
.75 culture, Madras, dated Said4pet, 6th' October 1891, No. 1290 :— . ="~ ... -
. With reference to (.0., dated 17th March- last, No. 212, Revenue, I have
anying note, my views upon ameliorating the

: . K ‘ENVCLOVS’IVJRE,' : e
~ NOTE ON THE PARIAIS OF CHINGLEPUT, .-
L seemon LG

"f .I"ntroduc‘{o)qy.r , . e o P e >(. . "

" T an official report I recently described the Pariah population of the Chingleput district as
containing a large proportion of persons * always badly nourished 5 clad, if at all, in the vilest of
rags ; eaten up with leprosy or,other : horrible- disoases ; hutted like" pigs; untaught ; uncared
for, and unpitied.” I added that, in my. opinion, there were certain easy means of amelioration,
I now endeavour to set these forth, . ... o T
Seemon I,

-+ .. General Obserrations on the Degradation of Pariaks. "

ered 243,500, being 248 per cent. of the popula-
' Monual of Administration, ¢ . - > . - -tion of the district.” ¢ In times prior to British
¢ Manua OLL gap, TrRen, ) .. rule, the whole of the Pariah community, without

crleT S exception,’ were tho slaves of the: superior



A
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i sid The British administration has freed this class as a community { ke
ngls%:iédifn}j"élixvéiy’ and from’ the legal disabilities' under “which they suffered ;- but thet)'rrstﬁll :
remain at o low depth of social degradation.. . . . In religion they.vare + + . practically:

" * worshippers of village idols and 'demons.” " . S s TR

1

.. 7+8. «“This {i)ebi)le',”‘iT/ze‘Hindu'newSsziier _i‘ad‘mi.ts',’ ¢ the Jeading ‘classes of our society have -

- “i”done their best to degrade and sink, The posi-"

| ' irl 1eeds asi i in i hem no
" N0 - provisiol i tual needs as indeed the Hindu industrial system allots to t :
;ngzglv;.?oiidfi?srtr?el:rlfﬁ):;tierial.as'Well as the spiritual well-being of-the Pariahs has been

h ime immemori i ici : i vislators and philanthropists. © Indeed, . .
. ¥rom time immemorial outside the solicitnde of the Hindu leg1§lators and phil: . -
: tﬁ%mwﬁter in the Times employs no exaggeration when he charges the Hmdus as logkx'gg‘}}?‘qp;.

these despised people as an altogether inferior race of mankind.”. . ...

“i4,"0f late years, certain a;spe'cté't(jf this wretchedness have several times been pointed out to’

: "+ Government. Mr. LeeWarner, the Collector,

Aoy JothMarch1888. oL syrote in 11888 ‘¢ The laboErggiﬁro;lizpt to
©+orable’ vlot. - jhsufficient to turn -in, from which they are summarily ousted if 4hey happen
" mlserff'b_le plot, Sasuffciont fo fum m"fr'om- 'v‘ﬂtlctc diSPIst;e‘ their. masters” : and in '1889, “a

L .20th Deéémb’eriiS:SjQ. oo

‘Boards Procoedings, No. 49, dated 2ith February 1890, - outh, is badly*housed, ill-clothed, and

P > hand to mouth, yh )
compelled to be satisfied with o nutriment far below the sufficiency diet agreed upon by .dogt_qrsv-
- asanecessity of life.” . o Dl R S d : d“ﬂ ft
7 5.In 1889, on {rom the Sub-Collector; the Board of Revenue considered “ the 1acts
5 Inl 889’ 'OD,G‘IVGPO‘VT'G_'I‘ODIJ eu ‘*9'1.‘?-03?11(‘1’(11160(1‘1))&‘ Mr. Mullaly (to) show.that the
- Board's Proce gd{_i:qgg, No. 617, dated ot b S=p .tf’”{"e’u“?‘??: . wages -earned by the. labouring ‘class Jbarely
- amount to subsistence wages, that they are compelled to live in overcrowded huts, that they have

often - to pay.rent when Government intend them to live rent-free, and that: they are competlled :

" to give their labour for little or nothing at the order of the mirasidars.” . - .

- 76. In 1890, in passing orders on the question of village-sites; Government stated that various

. T TS oot o instances . are. forthcoming-in which " residen
i 6.0, No.704, Revenue, duted 3rd September 1890. - - porakudis* have been grc:ssly .oppressed under
o .17 cover of thé mirasidar’s alleged rights. - .- - -

o 7 i I xﬁﬁst reserve btlier ‘--ﬂlurs‘stn;ti‘oi;sr ‘o»f~ hardship or"ovppr'ession' until I shall have explained,

< -* Non.mirasidars. :°

" the circumstances of the district. * Meanwhile, when to these extracts is added the late .téstimogy IR
~of the Anglo-Indian Press (which I need not quote) I think sufficient justification may already . -

" have been shewn for an inquiry, whether the State can properly and usefully iptgmyrghe.l o

I , ST SEGI‘J.ION' III."" S 3 et
General‘"O'b’sé‘rzi*dtﬁ'é)»z,‘s on flz_e Ol;f;?gleput szsirz'cl., O IR

Y
» o

- . 8. 'Pastsof Chingleput, within a ride from the capital of the- presidericy, have been rightly . -
o Drocecdines. No. 46 dated 9 "~ described by a- former Collector as among.the -
. inost backward ‘portions of the province. It.

Para. 12, Board's Proceedings, No. 49, dated” 27th- Febs
: - _ . ruary 1890, © .. .0 :

- the géanal.‘pcjferfy-of ‘the‘sc;i_l.

* into Cuddapah, and be filled by the hardworking race of those parts, matters would soon assume
a more satisfactory appearance,” "~ U T T o T e

~-+ %" 9, "Foritis easy to pictute Chingloput, . ‘We have a district with a fair rainfall ; with asoil

.. > Seo Mr. Russell's Irrigational Note, + < - ° _excellently adapted for. wells; traversed by a
' with an enormous market ot its centre ; and with a land-tax so moderate that an scre of irrigable

~ land is'taxed. only 3-5 rupees against a presidency averago of 4'6. " This should be an Indian .

‘paradise. - - s

" 7% 10, Mr. Baxbury attributéd the poverty and the poor cultization to three causes. . Two of

them were connected with the mirasi system; the third was tho proximity of Madras. Madras

cannot be transplanted ; for the mirasi system, it is first nocessary to explain what itis.. = - -

= ‘,jSiéycnox"IV._ S

“ Eaplanation of the Mirasi Systen. .

o _;11.,Ancié;itly;"thevland-sj?s{erip:ih'fdrce'{h’r'dﬁ.

e

ghout the greater part of the peninsula was that
- of joint-village-tenure, under which the land
- belonged jointly or in shares to the ryots, or
 “mirasidars,” who were jointly responsible to

. Arbuthnoi’s Munro, I., 238 e ;eq. -
-+ Manual of Administration, I, 112, ..

o tth August 18910 co ) fion 6f the Parinhs is outside the pa%f Oﬁ Hindu.

- gociety ; thev have looked to the higher classes as their guardians’ and masters, who, however,

: izge:g’si’g};‘gi thee);n iz?hi(:gcilen position t%an that of labourers of the lowest order,l.geperally,.do.mg R
. the meanest and the most Tepulsive. work of the village or town. . The Hindu religion recogmnizes .

.large proportion of the population lives from -

_** " _has beon- contended that this is mainly dueto” -
“The Teply was anticipated in 1874 by Mr. Banbury, Se(;fmd -
Member of the- Board of Revenue;. then directing the revenue.settlendent. - *“No doubt, he -
wrote,  the'soil is inferior as a rule; but if this tract of .country could by magic be transported

- .. canal and two railways ;. tapped’ by & harbour; -

Y

" individual -ryot on the basis of his separate.holding (ryotwar system). It followed
‘that the permission of the State became necessary. for.occupgtion of the waste. . ...

=16, To speak of  Chingleput, sometimes the mirasi b

-t 8o far "a’s"I.khbiv(r, this: irr:ip'drvtdnt pomt :l;ajs ::vllev'er}j

. permission obtained from Government, take it up

- undertake it, it may be granted to him,

.+ 18. Important ecoromio effects flow from the system under notice.

. . would-be occupants are often forced to come to terms with him,
- metayers). . This division of profits leads to poor fa

_ the divorce of the Pariahs from the land and the in

‘the district shows :worso farming

" .19, The constituents of -tho
~ best." Then’come the non-mirasi’ pattadars

what inferior in’caste.: Last are the Pariah
- agricultural labourers, -~ .7

30rs Seprvmnee 1892, Nos. 1010,-1010 A, Revexve, ~ T

»

: Governxhent: for the land-tax. - ‘They 'managed their Jinternal : affairs .themselves, including the '

disposal of the .waste, and :were thus;ablo to keep out ‘all strangers except grantees. of the

. Sovereign.- - .

12. This communal ;sys'cgm was - found bythe.Bnhshatthe endofthe lﬁs:t centurym

- vyarious stages of disintegration. - After being for a time accepted as a groundwork . for revenue

¢farms,’ it was abandoned: everywhere .in favour of a settlement between' the State and each °

. . . - .

1 '13.. Nevertheless, the favorable  position of- the ryot class; as compared with the ‘tra:lders,wthel "

“labourers, and the other residents of the village, continued to be recognized in certain privileges, of -

Board's Proceedings;, No. 133,.dated 16tk ‘January: 1884, "'-Vl‘:hlch all but one - have gradually: disappeared.-.

. and 3.0., No. 266, dated 26th February 1884, .. ° - ] ]
s e e BT s i {0 pattadars when s the- State . has ‘to decide:
between several :applicants’ for an: allotment from the arable . waste. . Pattadars’are: ryots who!

"already own arable land, for which'they hold-pattas or. notes showing location, extent and-

%sse?fment; and-no land is; given to any other applicant -till it has been  offered to and refused =~

¥

3 ]4.‘\-'S‘uch is the genemlprachce throughout the proﬁncé, and in 181* %ﬁlégés of this district.

o '."" B?i)st F;f thén{ ffansfefr}ad.froriluadjécént7di5§rlicts-;lj':: . “In the rest of this dis{:rid:{lﬁgz :Vﬂlages).dnd

: i , SR o ' in .Tanjore, the representatives or assignees of
the ancicent shareholders have, along with the ancient” name of. mirasidars, retained _the,grivilego "

.. in a stronger form or pérhaps have developed it. A priority of claim to the arable waste is con-

ceded to them, not only as against the traders, the labourers, and other such residents in the village, .
butézen against other pattadars, if there should happen to be such, on the ground. that the latter
are not representatives or assignees.of the ancient shareholders, but modern interlopers. : - = ..
-..': 15, To put the contrast shortly, in ‘non-mirasi yillages the pattadars can claim to take up -
arable waste before all the world ; in mirasi. villages, the mirasidars-enjoy this privilege, and it -

R is only when they waive.it, that it falls to'the other pattadars (if there should  happen to be any).:

has received the sanction of the courts. '

- Again; the mere pattadar’s privilege is revocable by the State at' will; the mirasidar’s privilege -

o | h ; . ody consists of ‘only one person, who is
said to have the one share, or a single-enjoyment miras; sometimes there are two shares, and so
on perhaps to-sixty. ~It is possible that'originally a mirasidar was a person who held one or-
more whole shares;- but ‘now the ‘shares havé. become minutely sub-divided, and-it would
o CoeLroTy oo - ..o seem +.that the holder of a very small fraction
een 18 considered’ a mirasidar. - The claim is ascer< ~

R e deg_idefgi t‘ay‘quqmmept or vin the courts.” .’

have been attached to the holding of certain lots. ;. -

gland communal and even political privileges
* 7 17. Tt must not be supposed that waste la ‘

nd - belongs to the mirasidars; they may, after -
at any time, subject to the'usual land-tax ; and
d to the mirasidars; but when they refuse to
as it would have been granted to them, in perpetuity.

when another applies for it, the refusal is offere

SR e o BEoTON VLT R s
';‘?Ec‘bho}:m'é 'E-ﬁ‘écl,ts Of ”’50‘ ﬂ-[t‘rr‘t‘ls'i S_I/S‘fem.and bd}tz'culaﬂQ tlzevDiv'_orc'e .o;f tlze Parfah 'fro;ﬁ 'il:ve'Sbil. -_'t "
o STaport omio effects 3 _Population prossing upon
the capabilities of the soil, and the mirasidar barring tho way to the odcull))ation ‘dfp m‘ablegwagté; :

t and hold as sub-tenants (generally -
rming, and to absentee landlords. =~ Finally, -
¢ _ ; » ; security. of their homes (both to be presently
elucidated) place the agricultural labourer under the heel of the large land-holder, <In the resuit
_ , has fewer resident landlords, is fuller of sub-tenants and bonds
labourers and altogether produces more striking contrasts of wealth and poverty than any of which
I have had experience..:- = . 0=% v el T e T T
It nstituents of -the agricultural population may- here- conveniently be reviewed. -
First comes the mirasi body, generally Brahmans or Vellalas, holding all the lands or at least the -
(if any), then the sub-tenants,”both’ perhaps some:
s,"8 few "of them sub-ténants, but most of them

20. Tho Secretary of State was lately ‘reporied as sayiﬁg that there is no bar of law orof -
practice to low-caste .people obtaining and cultivating waste lands on'the same terms as high-
caste people. ' It is doubtful what meaning "should be attached to the word ¢ practice.” If the

~ statement -means that a Pariah can-in fact' obtain: waste' land as freely-as other ‘lasses, itis

- r

naturally

he éxception survives in the preference shown . -

- .

Lo e et T L T e tained from holding, by inheritance or. o
- aportion of the ancient or mirasi lands, muchasin En uned o hoo o puretiase,

BN
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. ¥ The chief v exception is where there are only one’ or two

K as the pﬁttadars, increases the keterogeneityhof that body. . ..o e . _
22. In a mirasi village far different . conditions prevail. The mirasidars form a close body *

- v

incorrect. He may apply for it, but he has to run.the gauntle_i; of first -the mirasidars, and
secondly the non-mirasi pattadars, both of which classes abhor the thought of his acquiring land,
and one of which cannot get enough land foritself. .. -+ "o e o

21. In non-mirasi tracts as a general .rulo * the cultivating classes can get as much as they
: - want of the waste. They have no other privi-
‘leges, no common exclusive’ interests, and have
" preference with as much exclusiveness as though it was ".aIm.OSt lost -th.em ~common t;‘&d}t.lon.f_ It ‘18
<" ‘mirasi preference. ~Another important ‘exception is f-.'thergfore not dlfﬁcult for an outsider of any
- thevillages méthls gligniltl W‘l)légilia*;re .gnlldY'tlﬁofmﬂauy “respectability to.acquire State lands.which ‘no
non-mirasi ; Xcep! e WOr. C1r: Non=- ; . : " . . M
** mirasi chm_-:;cter is practically unknown.. cor e pattqdfu:.muy C,ha'l,me, to Wa‘n,!"’ and " the mere
- acquisition placing him upon the same footing

' pattadars; they can combine and work the pattadar’s

‘ éccixstoiné@ to act together, and consolidated by tradition, prejudice and self-interest. ~Surrounded.
. for a century by ryots hungry_for an extension of holdings, they have succeeded marvellously in

_ keeping ‘these .at bay. To quote the Board of

C : : Revenue :—* They can always effect their object .
..+ . by taking for themselves the land .. ...y and they do so continually, even when
they know that they have not the means to cultivate, and that the payment of the assessment -

.. Jeo vt District Manual, p. 402, 0 17

must im'poverish themf”ij ';' L A . . .
-23. It might be thought that conduct dpparently so suicidal would work its own end ; but
" Distriot Manual, p. 304, 7 he who should think so would have but a feeble
TR o - notion of oriental subtlety. ¢ To describe the

: hﬁtﬁe‘i‘éﬁg' (Vl'e;vicgs“ i)rat‘:tisédfby.:_'tl.léj mirasidars in order  to prevent pattas being granted- to

oy ... <. Non-mirasidars, -
.. 7 3 Applied. oo

. - . " . payakarist would fill volumes ; land applied for
et TR Eya payakari is- taken''up’ by a mirasidar,
"o :o .+ . whose only intention it is to abandon it again as
: L o S - soon-as possible; if again darkhasted 1 for;
another mirasidar pursues the same course, often without ‘even paying the assessment.” When the
land is attached for arrears due, the mirasidars contrive (holding as they do all the village offices)

. that there shall be a collusive sale at which nobody bids, and the land has to be bought in by

Government. at- a nominal-pricé; it'is then Ye-applied for by a’'mirasidar, when, according to
district practice, it is sold by auction and bought in for a trifle by probably the nearest relative of

- the last’ holder, to whom it soon passcs by private arrangement, and-no one is the worse except

" the paynkari who is kept out and Government that has lost' a year’s revenue.”

-+~ 03, So.wroto the Colléctor of 1875. 'Since'that year; population’ has incredsed by one-Afth,
and the obstruction is naturally more grievous, - * " o S

- - 25." It happens occasionally, however, owing to diépix_féé in tho mirasi bbd:y”oi'»t'o the judicidué

- uso of money ‘or to-other temporary causes, tha: non-mirasi caste-residents acquire portions of.the

waste. *But Pariahs asa rule are rigidly excluded. _ . .
.26 The reasons for this are not far to seck. In the Southern States of America, before the
Civil War, it would have been accounted madness to suggest that the Negroes should be enabled

" to take up land on their own account. " Prejudice and thé fear of a Jfreolabour-market would have

stood in the way. In Chingleput, though legal slavery has been' abolished, there, is a similar ’

prejudice and a similar fear. "If is" hardly too much to say that the Pariahs are a detested race;

- or; as The Hindu puts it, “ between the Hindu community proper and the Pariahs there is littlo

love -lost.” - The wretch cut off from the land, bound frequently by iniquitous contracts, and
holding his very hut at the mercy of his masters, is obedient as a dog, and works for a rack-rent
or for :starvation wages. How long would this last if he could get a plot of ground for a home
and for a livelthood? -~ - - S S TR e R o

"+ 27, From - policy, then, the Pariah is kept.landless. But money will do much,; and
occasionally a son returning from Natal or from'the,salt factories on the coast will, from his

savings, enable -his father to buy a small patch of ground.. Now chicanery sets'to work. The ' .

transfer of the land from the vendor's patta is refused or delayed : the véndor purposely falls into
arrears with the revenue due from other land in the same patta, and by the exercise of. a little
influence has attachment made upon the very piece he sold. It is put up to auction; he easily
outbids the exhausted Pariah; and at a very small cost has both the land and the purchase-
money for which he sold it. . = . ..o e , :

. 28. T could draw upon my memory for many similar frauds; but apart from fraud, I have
said enough to explain why the enormous Pariah comnunity are as a whole cut off from the

ownership of land. In the whole district, they hold only 14,500 acres out of 617,000 held on -

patta.: That is to say, 25 per cent. of the population have only 2 per cent. of the land.” And the
proportion wauld be’considerably lower but for the villages 1n which the mirasi system does not’
prevail. "These, being only one-eighth of the villages in the’ district, contain nearly one-third of

the total Pariah holdings. ~The effect of the mirasi system is apparcnt, -

.
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P SEemon VI

How to partially connect the Pariah with the Soil, as a Government Ryot, without touckiny the -
S T T - Mirasi System. (See XIV.) . - "= o0 :
99, T regard the direct connection of the Pariah with the land as the- main lever with
which we can raise his material condition. ' The mirasi-system as at present understood. and
worked by the Revenue authorities stands in the way of any large scheme of reform. -As this
paper is primarily to deal with easy means of amelioration, the inquiry whether the mirasi
system is properly understood will -be postponed to the last place. Meanwhile, it must be seen -
whether any smaller scheme is possible. A o : . ‘ o

" 30. Has the State then at its disposal any land not affected by the mirasi preference? = - .
.~ 81. (a) It has 19,500 acres (assessed at Rs. 22,000) in the non-mirasi -villages which it can.
T Seoparas 13aboves i " ‘throw open to resident Pariahs by a stroke of
S .. beepamd d8above. . o« .o ' -the pen, by defining the word ryot’ in-the

Land Application Rules not as pattadar.but as resident of the village. This alteration is
. expedient throughout the presidency. o : - e
-~ _(b) Every year for arrears of revenue some mirasi Jands are bought'in by Government,

" Boxrd's Proceedings, dated 12th August 1891, No. 482, ‘which exercises the Tight of selling them. In
. Board's Proceccings, gush 1895 RO-28%  regard to these the mirasi preference has been
extinguished. As they have never been kept permanently in a separate register, they at present
become merged in the other waste, and the reassertion of mirasi cannot be_contradicted by
ignorant applicants.  Let there be a permanent separate register, accompanied by the chagge of
definition just recommended, and resident Pariahs can get such lands on application. = =~ .

" (¢)’ A similiar remark applies to land held by non-mirasidars, relinquished by them or,
bought in by Government for arrcars. . The mirasi preference would seem not to exist over such
lands, provided they were held before the last-settlement (when mirasi fees were recognized on

. the new occupation of waste). .. -

. (d) Wherever large blocks of arable waste existed throughout the -presidency, -the Forest
Department was suthorized to constitute them into -reserved forests, provided that.the land
had not been under occupation for 18 months. In other words, lands obviously not needed .
for cultivation by the community were given anoth®r use. ‘In Chingleput, it will at once be seen
the test did.not fairly apply. . There were large blocks: here-which mirasi obstruction had
‘withheld from cultivation notsonly . for 18 months but- for many times as many years, althongh
the surrounding population was craving to enter on them. It was right to constitute them’
reserved forests not because more forests were wanted (the non-arable land having given an’
ample supply) but becauso the land was being wasted, neither supporting the people nor returning
_ g revenue. Butnow it is open to Government, having acquired theso lands in absolute untram-
melled right by legislative enactment, to ask itself whethér it will do more wisely to keep the
land “as superfluous forest or to turn it to any better purpose. - The extent is 16,000 acres,
assessed at Rs. 18,000, ‘ o SRR o ' .

© 82, I recomimend that out of this last area; and out of the 19,000 acres in non-irasi

» villages, some favourable localities be selected and set apart for Parial” settlements, Any one with

_ sympathy, common-sense and a knowledge of the country could draw out the details of such .a
scheme. Selections should be'in localities tested for well ; the assessment should be specially .
light for the first few years; and Government, should construct a few cheap wells, the cost to be
repaid by -instalments spread- over 30 years.. The missionary societies, it mag be - expected,’
would help in this experiment. o o T

" 83. The rest of the 19,000 acres,and the scattered plots (5) and (c) throughout.the mirasi
villages, should be available for the first resident applicant, whether casteman or Pariah.. L

. 34, This completes my suggestions for the opening of waste lands on the supposition. that
the mirasi preference remains untouched. Without such a leverage, how hopeless to: expect to

raise this dead-weight of pauperism !~ In England they have had to fall back upon allotmonts to. - -
- elovate the ‘agricultural labourer, and they, have to buy. allotments dear.. Here we have at least

some land free; the distress is greater; and I'hope we shall not be more careless of the man,
though he has nota vote.. = .-~ e R e
L i

- The Pdrialz asa Ryotﬁztmder a Ze;ﬁiﬁdér. ' MRS
B Thoulgh’-tl-m: Parish cannot - generally acquire thejdwnersﬁip-of 'land'..i'n' Gove?nmen{;.;'
villages, he does not find the same difficulty in zemindaris, in which® the mirasidars’ claims are
much more cavalierly treated, and where with comparative cgso tho Pariah becomes a f tenant.” .

~ And it is extremely common for him, whether in Government villages or in.zemindaris, to rent -

lands as &' sub-tenant ”. under a ryot. " Asboth these terms are loosely used "in India, a ghort *
explanation is necessary. ' _ L T SRR
| ' 3
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" " 41. Of course, British administration
LL.R. Mad. VIL, 370. And ¢f. the Bengal Tenancy Act
- .,

' Manual of Administration, IL, 67,5 -

475 2) Tho, passing of tho patta and s Gouterpart dhould bo  Gondition procedent 16 in
" stchment o 3 it by the semindas. Whro o yot el e pata, tho burden of compelling

R S Sy BN
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36 Whe thé Bitish’ aoquired sovereignty in pirts of India'at the end'of the last century, :
an inquiry was institited to ascertain in whom'lay the ownership“of occupiéd ‘soili After'a

" “@iscussion which lasted many years, a conclusion was’ reachéd which ‘now seems’ extrasrdinary,
_ pamely, that ownership lay in the State. ~The ‘eérror arose ;probably’ from confounding revenue
 Taised from the lands—that is, thé land-tax:—with rent. - ‘As’rent ‘as-paid, it Was argued the:

State was the landlord. The ryot',;thé'real'oﬁér:bf the soil, was overlooked. " ~."

landed interest was as yet supreme. Coneéiving that Englind owed miudh of her prosperity to.
“her large .estates,. they ,determined that India also_should-become:a country :of. large estates”
With this view, over large areas the supposed proprietary.rights of Government’ were assigned

<. 37. The nex} step was one very,natural to administrators "hailing from a:ébﬁﬁtfy'w]iérg the -

(for a fixed annual consideration) in some cases no doubt to ancient chieftains, but in'most to the
existing farmers of the' land-tax, and "where no such middlemen ‘existed, they were’ deliberately

created. . . :

PIN .

1. e 7Tei, sReg XXV.of1802 1.l o - heart-—given, by & person’ to ‘whom it 'did not
s, WS, ‘ + “belofig to another' who'had no right to it—tho

" fyot, of .course, was. left very much out jn the cold.” The ‘new law - specially called ‘theso new

men ,* propriétors,” and " it at”once followed' that they were: landlords,”. ‘while:the rightful

owners became mere “ tenants.” -

z R

-, : 89., But while unjust to_ he rybi;,‘»tfﬁé Statelwasglult‘yof‘anactoffol]y to 1tself . Tt had

. to deal with an absolufely undeveloped country, yet it gave away all the waste land to’these new

'favpuritps, notpnly as o gift, but free from land-tax for ever.. . ;v L. v, vl ol

22740, At the same time it forgot two - measures which were essential. for the maintenance of a
e in;ﬁt’i‘;‘°i"sﬁ“""‘-".‘r"li-; “7 1'} _"; ~ %.)anded aristocracy ;- it forgot to enforce Primo-
as foreseen by Sir Thomas Munro, many of the estates have broken up ; and more would have
had the same fate but for a general misunderstanding of the law." R o

has done its best to mitigate the consequences of this
©.. gtupendous, mistake by trying to protect the

.. and the Madras Tenancy Bill. . _“tenant ” against his ¥ landlord” by “ Rent”

position ‘in Chingleput : ** Besides. the’ ryot-va

IR WIS e e Pt '}‘ " : “iaTeE e ) 3.‘

® These terms need not be distinguished here ;Each den
the assignment of the State’s rights. =

-0 the chief::being  Zemindari; Mitta, “Shrotriem,
otes:: Mariydm, and:Ijard,*.all-distinguished by. a

~

to ‘].Q"'lv}‘d_ldlfﬂﬁl: with privileged tenures, an a-large proportion of the proprietors are. absentees.
TTheir agents too often: oppress the tenants, who occupy. only.at will 2] 5.y 0 1o o ‘

Terty ke f N TN .

©+71749, The'strange thing is that' 5o lately a3 iii'f"isl(l}z’ihé 'Sectotary of Stafe tiied to inoculate
: . District Manual, o o - with this"‘pérmanent settlement the’parts” of
- District Manual, p: 425 - 2"/ ;"' Madras still “free from the poiso'n.;i’E\I‘)en now,

~ the Indian Congress flirt’ with the phr:isé,"bﬁt‘ perhaps they mean: no more than’an unchanging
" tax on ryot-vari-land in‘place of‘a‘tax revisable. on cértain fixed :principles every-30 years. ./ If

-the -price of -sjlver should remain’ constant- for ‘ever,”and ‘several -other .1mpossible - things cecur,
Tl e N(iwes srirrg o4 it S L

the idea might be considered.’ i« - iz

e
. TR R

e Yo ?

23T 483,.The: unsatisfactory ‘relations betweénj ‘t};e ryo;cs uﬁd'.fh;a rﬁid;lléi;enf.t’o v.hom thehad

- .béen handed over, induced ‘the Senior Member of Council in 1884 to-draft . Tenancy Bill .ws:rhich -

. .. was r_e_ferrec} to a Committee and has sinco’ been under consideration. It may be hoped that a
~ arrying of seven years is not far from delivery, . i, i Lo fae o JTE

Yoo
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‘it should lié on tholandlord. S Lot e ‘
i The obligation of the:zemindar. to deliver pattas was conceived to’ be of vital-importance.
Tt a3 1uid dogm Both by the Regulation of 1802 and by tho Act of 1865, Tho Reg om0t

1822 'and the'Act practically,nullified ‘this by allowing as sifficient a mere tender of. patta and
“by allowing ‘both parties to'agree to dispenso with pattas; two of the easiest thin;;sirf 'It)he wgrld

- for ﬂ}??em@d‘%”sf38@'?5, to prove ‘by ‘false evidence, and 'impossible to: disprove.*'In niy
‘experience, a’ great deal of in o g 20 C ,

| ustice results;- - Tt" is tfue'a ryot-may’sue far 3 patta if ond is n
‘oranted to him, but as a fact ile never does and xievér'iv‘ill.’r}‘-r;’ BT aputta ' 1fonels I}'Pt

. ) RErhS - A . g P e z X P P ] . t." w R L
+ %57 (b) Registration of landlordsmthe’Collector’g cffice “should  bo' a second condition

precedent.

eIt is ad ;to‘sco'ryots ruined by con"cém.l’iné landlords; each of .gvh'om.m,; a&nch ’.fheir ;rbps’
-and against whom they hqye'oply ‘an expensive remedy. - Many-of - the suits’ for title’or between .

.~ -

. Mol 5 578 o ol 058 v by Givernint with  Tight

ey geniture'and Impartibility: . In:consequence, -

R I % 15T Recovery - Acts; but it' is :notorious; that the -
efforts have completely - failed ‘both-in: Bengal and here:: This:is the ‘official. description of /the -
vari tenure, various: other  forms of holding obtain,”

v s % y»1; common system of rack-renting. .. About 25 per .
«.. .- cent.-of  the villages of the .district thus belong -
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- " ’;12(3'.:Ii-‘1‘10vv~;‘1.éa.vé‘1;hé é§e3i£i4x_ﬁzﬁxtte_}',ofq-léémind?xri F‘.tenaﬁté)”" and come to persons holding
. under ryots whether:in - zemindari: or in.Government. villages.: - Such: persons. holding directly

T
" 1Y

121 .49, I go further and propose that 12 years’ occupation should give occupancy. right.:. This

- discredit his sub-tenant’s '6éqﬁpanqy"ﬁght';
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mortgagor, and_moxtgagee are thus fought out at the expense of those thm_..theyi do not dqggem

- and who are willing and eager to pay rent, if only they knew whom to pay. ..

‘~ Provious registration in tho Collestor’s officé should ‘invaziably be required, so'that the ryot |
may know whom, to pay, and: the contending claimants ‘may; cut_each othérs throats instead of
his., (€. LL.R.Mad. T. 49,V. 76,'V. 87, VIIL 851 -, 7" "0 s o 2

" (¢) Twelve years’ ocoupation should give'an occupancy, right.

. Thisis provided for in the Bill. ™~ 11" T
) The'village servants in the assigned' villages should: be brought
Govéfﬁment-ig.s ‘;,a ..“,x ; ' “( ".-"* ;;r .,!’ T PRI Gt P LAY

At present they are under ‘the thumb of ‘the assignée, and help him to ‘work' injustice.” A"
Bill for the transfer is.now. before QéVé'}'x}t,héﬁ‘t;_T"f R T R R E R
" 45.;Tput these forward as means easy.of adoption, | With'much more diffidence I mention-
the following points for considération :—" " """ © T o e R R
.- i. Whether the ryots should have the power of compelling the repair of irrigational works.”
'~ The tanks in' the assigned villages are in.an”extréniely bad state of ‘repair, some ‘embank-
saents’ having: almost " disappeared.. Perhaps the ryots should be:allowed, on’ a certificate of
scrious disrepair, grafited by the Superintending ;Engineexj',',tvo;g;oye_ t}}lxe'courts either .t%' compel .-
R T T W S ghtenlt -0 Yepair or to Teducé ‘the assessment on't g lands -
''''' 40 *LLR. Mad. VIL 873, Tine 2024, sl 25 that ‘suffer.“ There is no’means now for them
to take collective action, and individual suits for reduction of assessment ‘are almost unknown.’ "

SR ii.‘!’.Wliether"legislatidn’shdiild’x’iot'compe}-' a survey and settlement in assigned estates or
villa e‘s":'“ Ll AN, pbeon g i;f{ e ,'ii;,:-t! T ',‘e;ffr‘;-':";'- ' x‘ ' o . / ST LTI ST
, ‘%[n Government villages, these opératidns’ discovered ‘and. redressed numberless -inequalities
and introduced an assessment fixed for 30 years, favourable both to the ryot and, by:encouraging

ol V327
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" the extension of cultivation, to:the; Government. It is a question whether equally favourable

effcets to  landlords »2‘and ¢ tenants *” would not follow in zemindaris, *
TR . | B Ts “pn amvpoiee cenier- N ue s
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under proprietors ofland-are of :course -tenants, but: they are; loosely : called sub:tenants, and it

will be convenient to distingnish them byithis'name. They are treated of in the following High L .

Court judgments:~ LL.R.:Madi. V. 354, V1L 865, VIL 8740 "7 e i nd 1t

¢f T 47 After reciting that ‘cultivators with'rights of occupancy were found at the commencement
“of tho century, and -thiat “by.- the’ custom of ‘the country permanent cultivators_ are entitled to
sermanent occupaney, ¢ We_ do ‘not! see;’s the :first judgment continues,: how- this’ privilege -
¢can borefused to the defendants-whose-ancestors have cultivated the'lands they now hold for at
least seventy -years., .In.a.later passage;however, the judgment qualifies this by,the phrase.
«ynder the circumstances of this ease.””;, .0 77T T T oL e T '

-1 48, The High Court: in the third Judgment seized upon this qualification, and decided that

-mere length of teriure for any:period..will not .give ‘s right of permanent . occupancy.to a;ryot .-

* 'who has ;beén let in’ as a tenant .from year to. year. * It seems to.remain in doubt;on whom the
" .burdenof proof Tests, when'there is nothing to show how a tenant was let in. . I ’aubmit that, as

a matter of policy, to prevent disturbance, occupancy right should then be presumed.. ;s ::%s

Jast para)is b inn ol -
50. At present a large number of th _
in nearly every -instance to establish it by a eivil suit, for, the settlement déliberately refused to

seotas to : have been suggested by.the Full Bench of . the’ High: Court. (V.-'357, last para., 355, -
AT R I TR e T A T S PP LIPS RSP I PO SR T St

C HE O o

is éiasé’.ha&é; ‘Il'()'jd;)iilbt "occuéa‘ncy ri bht,’ but fhej;.havé -

- record their titles:. This, I think, was an opportunity lost, though’ no doubt the task ‘would not - .

"It s not’ too much “to¥say tHat it is the objéct of every supérior holder to
‘ind ‘the consequent uncertainty of tenuresis a great”
, bar to the. progress of the people”andthe

* have ‘been "easy.’

ey 17 LLGR Mado Ko 18uimey snvs oo ',improve'mcn'tofthe soﬂ.,EvenWhen wells -

! 4ro sunk by the permission of the landlord; compensation for improvements cannot be obtained..

© " Bl The pattadar, indeed has no privileges under thie Rent Recovery. Act unless’ (being s

" Gavernment . pattadar as: opposed. to 'a zemindari: pattadar) he-gets a. “lease”’, oF .agreemetit-
“from the sub-tenant. ; So far, §0.good ; but as the latter ‘cannot, read - or write, and 4 mark is
“easily counterfeited and proved, like not, the security.”’, Tho pattadar also should be required
o givo a lease, specifying all details ;“and 'if- the sub-tenant will aot:aceept it, the pattadar, the -
"comparatively rich and educated man, should be forced into court, ™ T U Tt s -~
252 There .remaine- the occasional “sub-tenants who ean claim no rig it of occupation. ;:These

must- be :left :to- the' free! operation of .contract; but; if my: ‘proposass should bear fruit; their -

Lia R

*
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" number, ihétéad' of being artificially increased (para. 18), would rémain.con’st-ani;v of would some-
~ -what diminish, owing to their being-able to take up land for themselves, "~ RS

30TII SEPTEMBi;R 1899,'Nos"..'1'01'0-,;:_101'('),.A, REVENUE, T

.

- (9) Date 21st ;ful[1883.f For Rs. 714 ‘onb of the é§écﬁtdn£s agreéé 'Eotié’t thé (‘Jth‘el.." (iiis

S e R son) work as padial in lieu of interest. If the latter should & ' i i .

S PR L SecrioN. IX,". s o - work, till this%ebt and the balance due on-accounts‘should.be?)s:i?ing’;he fat}-ler binds hxmgelf to. )
o Tne Pariah s an Agrieultiral Labourer. .2 ‘ - . (10)" Date 3rd September 1883. I have this day received from you a sum ‘of -Rs. 14 for

S S R T TR ey e T e L oy - makig over to you -my brother, . Virabadran, for padial service,” and so on, much as-befure

- .- 53 Hitherto I-hive-shown how in Government villagesthe Pariah cannot get land for - . R o penalty being four annasa day. . vt o oottt o ’ o

" himself, how- he is driven to take it ‘up as a sub-tenant, or’ to work as’an agricultural labourer, : © .. (1) Date 31st July 1885, -For Rs. 37-4-0 the executant binds himself, much as above,

" and I have shown the wrongs of the sub-tenants. - I now come to the position of the agricultural o - .. 77 receiving the customary wages. . For any delay, he is responsible for the loss and will act accord. -
' T L L T L A K ST . . C ‘ing to the conditions of criminal breach of contract.. .- ... .. : ’ . gccpr -

“Jabourers. it i S ; : o . ) 11 PRI S . R ~
R Y I Ce Tt d e o ien and the bond. . The former gets g . " (12) Date /th October 1887. ¢ In satisfacti f the inferest feormine on a s of -
=" B4, These ate of two classes: the free labourer and the bond.” The former gets good-wages ( p lon of the inferest accruing on a sum of

‘near the ‘presidency town, fair wages elsewhere. - There is ‘nothing that can be.done_for him o » - %;37 433114.’0'@”?"3‘} at afterf setﬂ?’ﬁ‘eﬂt of accounts of a document executed by us on 6th October -
‘apart from what applies to the'whole community. - The bondsman is in a different category.- . : S btaain in the vm'ag;‘.‘? Ot 158 ﬁgn?fy% a};%ﬁf- by Pgdfm&lgn receipt of ‘padi cooly at the rate .
: e SRR T e LT s e e i . . . ) B o ‘ e e n ; b

55. Many of the Pariahs, until a comparatively recent period, were slaves, ascripti glebe. When ' © costs by %istress and sale of our ﬁidveableg property in dug 20"1;537 %1115 ﬁ‘a{ry eri?ﬁ?: %s i%;‘etp?:&?:’svgth ;-
note executed with our free will and consent.” * ¢ i T promussory

. : : Ca T e - slavery was first mitigated-and then abolished, -
.TV.)5 Geo. IV., Act V:of 1843, Act XLV. of 1860, 5 . : , ( , R : _ v _
."3and4 W. IV, 5 Geo. IV, Act V.of 1843, Act RLV.of 1860 . 41,5 sorfg continued: to. work under their old > %(18) Date 15th Augist 188.. For Rs. 50-T—6 (Rs. 89-15-6 found due on tho settlement

o4

e

imaétefs “aﬁdmth‘ei?.‘ae‘széeiid‘aht'q ‘cb.xfl’(i‘nub'f(t) do ‘so until this day under the name of. padials. .. This . . of old accounts, and Rs. 10-8-0 ived.in cash for : )

class tog’) has been and is recruited from the extreme poor, especially by those who need Rs. 10 or o : to work. receivi’ng sirm’panam-adcx::;ilgg‘ t?éﬁiom‘.i‘%‘? ﬁ‘ﬁ;ﬁigiﬁfy"ffnﬁgf ltlﬁeﬁeqf -tan{“f )blfe e
" .15 to pay & debt or to marry themselves or their sons or brothers. They * mortgage” themselves, . . Act XIIL of 1850, -~ - . - ~- . o e S useives ua ?to
if the native . phrase. may be adopted; or somefimes the **man-mortgage ”. pledges.their sous. * ‘ - . . = (14) Date 25th January 1890. - Three  persons bind ‘themsélves to do.‘axx'xi.nji“*.”WO;'k"‘ds

* “Unable to check their master’s calculations, their debts before long amount to three or four times

~ v T G ; : . padi .73 formerly g
the original sum. , There. is only one way of leaving the service, that of getting another master - * Without remuneration, | .~ : Padials for Iis. 78 forulerly ddvanced, on pam -

.of prosecution under the Penal Code.

‘Yo repay the debt ; should anyother means be tried, the Pariah is sued cither in the village or . - S .h bonds 4 . R bttt it tCode, o
in th% {aluk court, or the penal provisions of the Breach of Contract Act are put in force. This =~ o pmg&ce 1%%.8 are spectmens of tho thousands that exist—one single man having been known
T I A TNt PR SR R ".’i$ enough to bring the most obstinate to reason, S . . SR B I SY B SRS AT PR S U

ol 0 XTI of 1889, T d vns g gnd @;ifshegibut th_"{',"ié‘fy idea of emqpcipation;’ SR | CR - 57, They are more common in this district than ‘elsewhere, but have béen broﬁght.to the .

Aug;l‘l‘is’{i1 ﬁxstl, 'xtvh%l I hav%lriolaaason to suppose incorrect :— :
~ “The late Honourable Mr. V. Ramiengar, ¢..1, wrote :—*' he Registrar of South Can
o "_bri].ngs‘ to notice severgl contracts registerec% u; the 's’ub-(fis(taricfs' C‘E?evli%t:*l’lSItir;;t(w?vfalsol%:s Caania.
.. _which show that predial slavery is: still lingering in the interior of the di’stricts 'J’The cgzggot’
. ..are behypen lqn_dlords and the Pariahs (Mula Mahars) attached to their estates and bind the 1 tf N
and their families to serve on the estates during their lives for certain specified low wages. - aAner
_ breach of the contracts by the Pariahs is to be punishable under the Penal Code'or'thengsezich o)fr :

notice of Government from other districts as appears from a letter in the Aadras Mail of 20th

: L
R v
. . .

B 56.'.’A',f.e\y" inst#x_liggsziw_r.i_vlvlgrev/eall"tl,lgfrié't'iire'6f_the bonds s o LA e
7.0 (1) Date 17th July 1867.: . Agreement to work in-lieu-of interest, - receiving the usual. -
I R AP TP TN L LI param, * in consideration of Rs. 224 received
LT A “mre?fgm fn L0570 for clearing off a debt and the debts borrowed
i '._v'tlhév»’fo;thei'“nnd;_forefathers of the executee. < . it oo el
?,v‘o.m "(2) Date 23rd: August 1868, “In. considération-of 'a sum of Rs. 31 porrowed ‘on (the
‘security of the service of) his brother; the executant engages that his brother shgll_ wo.rls 232 fa.rm

 _.zopvant in leu of interests 1 i im0 e e b o - N . ‘ - Contract Act. - The Pariahs are the descendarts of ‘the serfs who used'to be" ‘

- e;va.n (3) Date 3rd Adi, Vibhara year.’ :On Lis son, the executant borrows 21 -Rs. ; 'his son to S : with the estates in former fimas, and are still ignorant and'dependesxf‘rf1 tt: fklzx%wlr) %‘igll:s:ﬁ;dtzom -
“work in lieu of interest, receiving caram ; if the son leaves service, the father will redeem his son. y : T - rights. - Of courso the landlords aro too knowing fo allow any of these contracts to. o befc eir -
£ the - son absconds, . the father 3s . liable for. the .work and the debt, bmdmg' himself to pay on ‘ B T - courtof law.” . The Government Order thereon is as follows :—¢ At para. 5, the Inspécfgc)i-Gehle;?'a?
Jemand with interest. - I Epe L cn e e e T T g o .gives the pax’mcul_ars of certain i:emarkable documents registered during thc’a year. - Some of theso |

. .i1(4) Date 17th July-1872., "In, consideration -of an-advance of Rs.28-4 it 1s stipulated ' B - appear to be against public policy, and if put in suit would not entitle any one:claiming- undér

that one of the two oxecutarits should do the cultivation ‘work . in l.1eu_ of interest, receiving padi : R _ - them to legal proof. ; The Advocate-General considers, however, that the Re; is‘crationcb t
T T A S TR PR (measure . of :grain) ‘and -} sireiparm. - (slave- . c - - mentwasbound to register them, as they do not stipulate for the commission of %‘criminal ‘ Epa: .
SRR ;;*,S,‘r.e'.!f'fal,’t‘,‘,’? o, s.l.‘f“’,_efl_f Coc .37 o INOMEY.). v-Ii there should be any "shortcoming . . : ' A_ ch{mge'm.the law authorising ‘Registrars to’ reject (subject to appeal as in other c(;see:?:E '
in. the cultivation-work, or in case .of: absconding, steps will be taken 1_mder Act MII', ohf 1859, : S rejection) documents Whgl} the executants deal with the persons or labour of the parties; or signify
~Service may be left after paying the amount advanced and ,f’or.the loss in cultivation. : .7 : . ) _ their Liability to statutory punishment which does not apply to the caso, scoms very 85 or g anﬁ
.. 210 (5) Dage 11th March 1876.:, “Man-mortgage bonds ” by father and son. For the interest . . S - owill be suggested to the Government of India. “Meanwhile, the District Magistrate, Canara, will
on Rs. 81--6 received on previous; bond and accounts, and’ 15 Rs. received to-day in cash—total ~ R ' - ~submit a full report on the contracts mentioned as registered by the peoplo called Mula Mahars
Rs. 9614 (sic) the father: leaves his son for .gervice as padial, for wages similar to those pz.ud in L inV fltal and other sub-districts.”  ‘When Mr.’ Ramiengar became Dewan of Travancore he issued
the village:: ~Principal to be,liqu}datedvby Rs. 5 per annum.:_;-In.defnult of work due to disobe- ©o .~ the famous circular for the suppression of slavery in'that State, which directed the officials to
dience or absenée, whether intentional or caused by unforeseen accident, the father to door cause - . .k Co give full freedom to the Pariahs to walk along the roads or streets and to enter public offices for
the work to be done. . Four, annas: to be paid for eacl} day’s absenco j:nth interest at 2 per cent. S transw.:tuig their business, W1thqut being molested. - The Honourablo Mr. George Hamnett, C.L.E., -
cr mensem besides compensation for loss.,; ¢ If work is stopped by us in the working season, wo - 1 wrote :—¢ In Tinnevelly, attention is drawn to three documents. - The second and third' documents

indicate the existence of slavery amongst the lower orders; and of the unfair advantage taken of

per mensel . : . , S e e : e 1
“11 gubmit to any penalty in the magistrate’s court..: ‘This is the man-mortgage bond "execute ence
will submit t0 225 P S e S e them by the wealthier classes. - Two Pariahs borrowed  Rs; 10- and 11, respectively, and bound

1 ee will and consents’) . i vt e o Seo e e . . e ; L .
.‘Y'lth, ou(r6§r Date: 29th June, 1881.; -For-Rs. 24-8 borrowed for the marriage expenses gf"one'of . b . -thefnf‘lﬂfve% in consideration.of the principal and' interest, to performall kinds of work during
“the executants, they bind themselves that ho shall work as servant in-lieu of interest, receiving the R their -lifetime at a reduced rate of wages in the cultivation of their creditors’ land: . :In case of
e Tl e e el et ‘usual ‘kalam -%.-and-a yearly .pay..of Rs. 4.’ - o default, or if they ,dexlnand higher rates of wages, :they. are to repay the debt.at 8’ per cent.. .~
SN+ Threshing floor perquisites. ... -, ., .> QOn failure to work, deduction to be made from S : ~ -interest per.annum.’ . The Registrar of South Canara again' brings to notice several documents
L ay /st the rate of 2. as. per diem. - 'Service to -be left: after .paying the debt plus any debt that L S L of a na{’f}ue t"PPOSGd-tO»PUbhc policy by which Pariahs (Mula Mahars) are bound by threats of -
'pa. - inoe have scartied. - i I L f e S e e T J - prosecution fo sorve their masters for indefinite periods. *In the sub-district of Ellors, in tho .-
ot ‘y_ o.(7)Date 11th-July 1881.. After agreements similar to several of the above, it is stipulated o o Godévari district, a few documents were. registered by which Pariahs borrowed money-fromi -
that the execcutants must pay the money from their own earnings, and if money is borrowed from . . ' certain ry ots and bound themselves and their sons to serve as agricultural labourers for. indefinite -
. periods.. In the sub-district of Nanguneri, in. Tinnevelly, a Pariah bound -himself:to perform

: A s “orvi der them, it may-be rejected. :: The executants agree to work only s, . Pl Biaenss :
others on-promise of serving under them, 1t may:bo % :], A : g ARV throughout his lifetime any agricultural labour -imposed on” him"in consideration:of -a loan of

- nnder .thge F;;:;teg'oth ,_Juiy»1881.- For Rs. 7 freceived‘ the executant agrees :that his son should - . . » Rs. 15 and & dz':,}ly wage of two scers of paddy. In the sub-districts of Chevayar and Vayitri, in
'worku.s padial in lieu.of interest ; he'can.redecm his son by paying the dept in the month of Ani . B Malf}ba}‘, ,ce;t:_x:in dgcumefnlts - were reg;stered by:?Pariahs binding themselves -to perform -certain.
otk 08 P bsequent tothe yeor Tharana, : © + -~ wuo woTx T _servicoin consideration of loans -made to-them, The translation of one of these documents-runs -

. m@yy S T e e T - T . -as follows :—‘ Whereas we have ‘to-day received from. you an- advance of Rs. 100, wo. have °
~ . S S : o i S : agreed to work for you . . . till the minors attain thoir majority, receiving a daily wage of -
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‘slavery to which the padial has freely consented,” " -

two measures of i)ad;iy for maintaining ourselves'and our children. ~'We further agree that we, _
.- with our " children, when they are able to work, will serve for 36 years,” &. In South Arcot -
__certain. mortgage-deeds were executed by Pariahs binding themselves to serve, - The description-

given of one of these deedsis as-follows:—*The: executant acknowledges the receipt of Hs. 6,
and in- consideration of this sum-mortgages his younger brother, who is, in liea of -interest on -

. the debt, to work as a field labourer under the grantee, wha will on his part feed him thrice a

day and pay him the usual harvest perquisites. The executant further binds himself to pay
damages at the rate of an anna for every day on which his brother absents himself from work.

. In Tanjore it is also stated that Pariahs bind themselves to labour in consideration of small allow-

ances either for life or for indefinitely long periods.””. . -

.~ 58. Ishall quote four. more bonds as I shall have to Qre,fer tothem pre'séntlf;;thréyi were
executed to a Superintendent in the ‘Accountant-General’s office. : - : '

7 1.-In 1885 three brothers executed a document for Rs. 25 ; -the last of the brothers Being

_ bound to work as farm labourer receiving ‘4 merkals of 'pa.d(‘ly as his monthly wages; should he
- - fail to work, all the brothers to make good: the loss by paying 2 as. per diem ﬂ.l.ld to return the -

loan. - -

S i In"«1‘886 4 similar dgreement by two- brothers for ?Rs:‘25—]2-0, binding themselvesto -
work as agricultural labourers for 10 years; in default to repay:the amount with interest and
‘make good the loss at 2 as. per diem: - - - ' S o : L

~ 1. A father executes an agreemenf for Rs. 23, his-son to do agricuit}'xral'wloi‘k for 10
years ; in default, to repay the sum with interest and indemnify the loss. ‘

iv. In 1889 a father and two sons, for Rs, 40-4-0, bound the sons to work for an indefinite

‘period, in default to repay the loan and indemnify the loss.

59. Most if not all of these bonds are not enforceable by law , but the padial does not know

- this, and lives in dread of a suit before the village or tho district munsif, or 1magines himself (not

without cause, as I -shall show) liable-to be arrested by the magistrate and sent to jail.: In its

effects, this differs little from slavery, and the word is in fact used in sale-deeds (Appendix C). -

- 60. What is hisremedy, af present ? He has none.” The Penal Code (s. 370) would punish
“ detaining agninst his will any person as a slave,”. but probably no court would hold that

61. The honds set forth show that one of the sanctidns imagiﬁed by,tlié ‘padial as gonéfrainihg ’
* him is the Breach of Contract Act (XIIL of 1859).. = . - . :

" 769, T-sipposé the Indian Statute books do not contain a ivOréé;draﬁr; 'enacfrxl.éﬁia.' The very
’ @2 ] sulésgs?"bfl 11 Ry‘l“i{"‘s"”w ~.---: . High ‘Courts differ on the main idea.-*Asto
- .. Weir's Criminal Rulings, -

ongly— . oo . L Lo - R R .
i gy (a) "as applying after the work contemplated has been completed, .~ - : -

© - :(b) as applying to contractors, ., . . .o .
" (e) as sanctioning compensation, ; i, . - < e e eew o

- (d) as allowing an order of imprisonment in anticipation of non-compliance with
©L UL Urjudgment, oo U T i S S

DAL

*. - amount advanced,

. ‘x“’eix‘-’s:‘s;g-l edition, p, 454.:.- "~ . »

- ordinary lifetime,” .-

eI e e ~ refunded at the close of the contract,'

D° SRR * (k) ‘as applying to- contracts extending over
- . Do. RS 455‘.56.[ e
oL s " of slavery,” . .. . o

(i) as applying t0 loans without interest such-as aro evidenced by the bonds set forth above,

63 These are only a few of the grotesque perversions of the Act. If I may not insist that -
- ; : - -~ one High Court has completely misread it, I’

. LL.R.‘Allzhabad. XI.262. )
S e e e 0 - may assert: that many  European and most
native magistrates pervert its ‘meaning. . The. latter’ particularly - seldom turn to Weir’s or

*Woodman’s .di_gests; they are too often prejudiced in favour of the landed classes; and-the Act,-
- as it is administered, has sent hundreds of innocent men: to prison, or condemned them to “a

species. of slavery.” In 1889, nearly 9,000 persons were prosecuted under the Act in_the

- presidency (Report on Administration of Criminal Justice). . . A
- 77 64, Out of very many 'il_h;qtmtiom’ that I might give, I shall select on®, the cases brought «

* by the educated official mentioned in para. 58°on the bonds there quoted. Five padials.were -
. prosécuted on those monstrous bonds ; 'the cases were twice adjourned owing to the complainant’s . -
. absence, though- they ‘should then have been- struck off; they were then again adjourned that

- the parties might come to terms, - All this haq a very natural effect on’ four of the men, and they -

. ) 77 vt the -Magistracy, I. can’ speak feelingly . from -
‘having been District Magistrate in a planting district and in several others. : The Act is'interpreted

c (c) as sdﬁ(zltioi;ing “asta_écigsbf sl;Wéry’A’-'-A—ei.c"'.,: '
CoE 2 to,work until ‘the répayment of the -

" (f) as sanctioning *a practical sale for an
Do, - do.".;.'  '~ e (g) as applying ‘to deposits or loans -to be-

- - along period, in circumstances which
" .-would..practically constitute ““a kind -

e P oyt

»

compromiséd,—consigning - themselvés or their sons again-to"“a species of - slavery ” ; but the
" fifth man remaining obdurate, he was in defiance of law at once sentenced to one month’s rigorous

imprisonment. . -This by-a sub-magistrate who is a Bachelor of Arts of the Madras University. - -

. 65. If I should collect all the similar cases I have known, it would never be contended that -
the padials are sufficiently protected by the Act even as expounded by the Madras High Court. *
Their expositions are not and will not be generally known ; they are not referred ‘to, and gross-
~ failure of justice is the usual result; -~~~ ~ T Lo Lo T T TR BT
. 66. X suggest then that the Government of India be addressed to enact a proper and intellizible

~ . Breach of Contract Act. "It is not only the master, as at present; that shogldpbe protectéd e %ﬁ:
there should be provisions directed against quasi-slavery and limiting all labour contracts'to one |

year, and perhaps requiring their registration, = : . ) .
~ 67. If will have been observed that some of the bonds speak of wages to be paid at th rate
customary in the village, and it-will be asked what this s, Speak of wag e pald at the rate

68.. The whole subject of agricultural wages ‘Wa;S:discu.é.s'g.aa in the district .réi)olrté calle:d‘ 'fdr

by 8Sir M. E. Grant Duff"in 1885. This vast mass of information, which, rightly checked and

arranged, would be of the utmost value, is believed to: be buried in some intermediate office, as .

though statistics were more digestible when'stale. . .., -~ .. . .- U
_ '_I;_ettef to Bassd, dlziteill 16t Decermber lag6. . 69. In Chinileput the padialsor labourer

* .- under bond, was then reported to get :— . . ..
o .‘ N 0 Yearly Value,
: ‘ T " RS, A, P,
12 (small) merkals of unhusked rice every month  "~,, " ,, - 210 0
~Onemealaday ™ v .. L0000l o4 0
U Perquisites - .y T aa 0 Gy L0 e LU g4
Onecloth a year ', ." ., i, o o on s igi10 0 0 -
" Annual present in cash- oS0 UL 0 0 1440
oo Extrapresents: .oy T o e L . 0.7 0
- Foregone interest on debt due by him =00 - ..~ . ... 8°0.0.- ‘

"

St ... ol .. 56 8

70. Tﬁe obrj‘ect: of the i!lquil'y was to ascertain - fheiﬁiziliés ‘n'xean;‘f(‘)f‘.sﬁ orting h £ aily
" and as he can ill support them on the interest of a debt (incurred many yéafs%%(: ’;ghai)gs 1‘?;? 111115;
- “father or grandfather) I think the item of 8 Rs. for interest foregope was wrongly included. - -

. 71. Another error was in the cost of the one daily meal.. This is of ragi mixed with rice.. -
and in our famine kitchens costs at the present high prices but 5 3 pies. It ng eer}if:inlx;l‘tll)lerégf; -
' thgn to estimate the value at 4 pies a day, or 8 Rs.on year. -7 (.0 oo LT

72. Letting the other entries stand, thotigh some of them are ddui)tful; Ijm.ust; reduce the o -

value of the annual wage to Rs. 37-3-0 (nearly Rs, 3-2-0'a month),

_ 73. The report made the more serious mistake of representing the. padial’s wife as employed
permanently on annual wages. In fact she is only occasionally employed when there is weeding, °

ficfping or such’(ilike Worzﬁ ab_o(xilt thl? farm or in the1 neighbourhood ; she is then paid something
<6 an anna and a quarter a’'day, but she is very lucky if employed on 180 days i
thus earning Rs: 14 annually, or sa , Rs. 1-3-0 Z mont}lrl.' :>z§p oyec o e 'th? ye? !

.. - 74, The report was fairly correct in representing a boy padial as getfing Rs. 1_8_0' per’

annum and .cloths’ worth 8 annas, in addition to his food; but it-is more usual for him: to get

‘nothing but his food. . The cost of this was estimated rather highly with the result of bringine
" the total earnings to Rs. 25. Tn fact, the food will cost only Igs. iy—8~0 a month, and‘w?tllllgltxlll%

other two items the earnings will be Rs. 1-10-8. '

* 75. We are’now in a position to. consider the padia]l family: ] S .
The figures must bo reduced thus;. -~ . - . vP ia] fam .yfon; the Vb.asxé ﬁqken in 1886.‘

, S e R ".lPerMéli'sem.'v ',:7‘
. M:ix'i’s-waglés .. .o Rg 3 ‘Pd R
-Woman’s earning -~ - .. .o L0 .00 L0700 1 8 00

" Boy’swages ... .. o0 L0

hd -

- : 3 : Total :'.&..‘_, 5 ‘15_

Lo
. t

L

e o}

-

. .76. But the basis was very f‘aul.ty.' " Tt made n6 allowances for a fdmiliy in which there ismo -
wage-earning son, while at any rate it was misleading to include & boy, whose “annual earnings,” -. -

it was admitted, * are-just enough to cover his expenses,” and whose only connection with his . - -
‘home is that Lie sometimes sleeps’ there., His wages deducted, Rs, 4-5-0 are left to his parents,
or Rs.'4-7~0 if his cash payment is handed over to them, - B R
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' Board’s Procecdings, No. 617, dated 6th September 1339,

. #-Nore.—The rapid increase of the Pariahs was not shown

7 ———

16 - 30rm Siereimoe 1892, Nos. 1010, 1010-A, Rrvenue.

" 77, Tho typiéal'fumily, tbc;,5Waé takeﬁffb consist of onIy; three members, and these all wage-

-earners. Alas! the Pariahs breed like rabbits.*

“in the census of 1881, probably owing to the famine 1 have come across scores and scores of cases

of 1877. ' If it is not shown in 1891, so much the worse where the family consisted of husband and wife, , -

for the census. ) T e

L st 6 or 7 young childrt_an at the rate of one a year,
and an aged parent. - A woman in such a family is laid up half her time. »

78. The only fair way to look at the matter is to consider what the padial and his wife can

bring home for the support of their family,: It must be borne in mind, however, that he gets

one meal a day, and one cloth'a year ; and that any son old enough.to work ,ch generally find

a master to feed him. The padial then may get

Lo - Yearly Value. . ..

- ‘ S SR -7 RS A, P
. Monthly grain wages .~ .. " ..., 4. selledr e c21 0.0
- Perquisites . .. Lol l0 w0 we Tee e 06 4-0 -
‘Annual presents ... . J .2 o7 L, -014-0 .
.. Extrapresents ~ .. .. L. Beee s 0 7 0 -

Ve e ———

Total .. ~ 28 9 Oor

et B -.2 6 1,amonth

- Add his wife's estimated carnings, on the impr_obab;le supposition : -
‘ ‘that she is never laid up when field work is going on :

L T Total .

130,

3 9.1

. [

79 I should >1ike> té). oéﬁ;i)oiﬁtf; my éohéiﬁsioné, drawn froni o study of several _ygars? Wiﬁ,hjfl, a

" note lately taken down in Sembakkam, Chingleput taluk. . .

nsi ial is 8- als a month = o i di;mry’
“The munsif says the pay of a man padial is 8 merkals a month = 1 rupee in ordinar
years; now = 1} rup}(;es. ;I?ég;dita‘ryv servants are . called paramparai.- He has 3 padials; their ,

&) a mi it i kuzu one” 1ly about 5 pies. - If the
: t d-day meal; it is always Auzu one measure, costs usually about « 1f th
%‘% sdggs ﬁdtnget ém?r grain at the end of the month, he gets 3 m.eals a éay, otherwise n&f& -
- .. 80. To say then that the agricultural labourer with his family earns Rs.SIO at monf S(t?zi ;)vis
“52id in tho report I am ,examin?ng and as has been sinco repcated by the Secretary of State)
‘highly incorrect as far as the padial is concerped. . - S .

.. -

o ;{ASVVF;CTION X _

. A. 'Frfee H""?“" Jor the quidb._ ' e

N 81 I now make & step forward, and imagine the low castes in occupation of some land ;

' i ai 08, viz i dy ‘usually = 1 anna _ ~
©owi ork when there is work, for usual daily wages, viz., 5 nazi of paddy usu
: ;v;;eg ;ié'rs, Boys get from lé’mez_xsures up to 8 merkals as they grow into men. 'Both men and

- titled to acquire more; with their present sub-tenures moro.assured ; and protected against -
entit. : .

estio slavery. - An equally important point’ in their material progress is to obtain free homes.
agr AN

" 789 There is a preliminary matter to be here borne in mind : that mirasidars ‘are prevented

by caste-scruples from even entering the para-

| 1- ﬁSep's‘!.n;.te' hamlet allotted to Pariahs on the oﬁtsk_irts ‘o'f -cheri.t - Indeed the Board of Revenue has
-7 .. .t

o village. - . reinstated village-officers who have been sus-

;'Pen (iéd”for"l'eif‘-lsmgv ‘tobén'tgf._wlié_n' . 1'191'1,‘ entry Was gequSary fqr-thg gfﬁcient_ fd.isc.har'gev of',"t‘heir
- duty. - T a ' :

83. ‘At present, on the stréﬁgth of some jold accounts which enter the names of the mirasi

G0, - sharers even against the paracheri, mirasidars
) e — Appendix C. .

: 77+ claim every foot of land therein (though they -
B canno'c even approach it) and contend that the huts are built on sufferance. The inmates are too

depressed, too ignorant, and too dependent to contest these preposterous claims; and we see here

i nt of oppression.  Sometimes rent is exacted; generally, the pumpkins and
T ﬁfﬁgieggdlficg;’:bleé_ of. ’31% tiny backyard are taken away as of right ; ‘while if a member of the - -

family should displease ¢the master,’ whether by wishing to leave the village to better himself, .

~or by wishing to work under another master, or.by any petty act of disobedience, the house may

wn or its entrance blocked up, or life made intolerable to the family in other similar

33;?%(%(2)1,5{0118‘11_;{, _too, a civil suif is filed, and on the strength of the old records the inmates
are evicted. . : I A . .

84. Perhaps instances are needed of such oppression. . . . . .

' -Collector wrote :  This morning T find that most-of the paracheri lands are entered

The SVu’bCO eeor T T % in the. names of the-(mirasidars), and-they

- - » [

~gratis or very cheaply for them.”

threaten to oust them if they do mot work:

. -
[ AL gt
—
44

" 4. That those accounts, though not to continue,

. 87. But if there be a' shrinking from" legislation, T “ould uF
~ -quit-rent on excessive house-site holdings’;

~+."+.90. Ttis not o matter on which any very cert

" popular, provided-a Madras officer weére sent to bo i
_year...- But whatever view be taken of particular ide
-must in the future be paid to this method of counte

~

_30m Swerowoms, 1802, Nos. 1010,/1010, A, Revewve, 17

.

A wide-spread’ belief prevails that the mirasidars are absolute owners of the village-site.
.- ... The abuses are not rare, but of almost daily oceurrence,” . ‘- " i & SRR _
% As soon as'this was known (the restoration of the old double entry) K. R. serves a lawyer’s
notice on 8. to remove the house in 8 days ‘and to pay.up Rs: 10, the value of ‘chillies grown in

- the backyard.”. = - LT ' e T e R

' The Board ‘of RéVé;i\ie/" had _ﬁ-.b}d_‘s‘g'av_bé’f‘org., them in which * the bmi-rasida_f’s» ‘E;Séert‘e " this .

A , R 7th July 1886, - Tight over the land 'in'the paracheri of thejr
. _Boar@s P{f)ge\qdlggs, L‘g 154.17', dated .fh _July: ?'886. S _Villuge,' "a'nd“'did ‘0 by_ : N ‘ . s ouSLing @
Pariah who had occupied a house in‘the paracheri for 40 years,”x il D e
" Instances might be multiplied, but the facts'are notorious,. - I shall therefore quote only one
© Board's Proceedings, No. 362, 24th Juno 1890, - ggﬁ%}l}ﬁ;‘illﬁgér‘ezam“ wrote: “It. appears
that because they ceased to work for the plaintiff. as his farm servants, the latter b;'oug:ht a suif
‘to eject them from their houses which are in the part of the village-site set apart'by. Government
for Pariahs, and ‘was successful . -

were convicted of a criminal offence. :
85. The remedy adopted so far is to aboli

G.0., No. 5823, Mis, 11th September 1890, . against the paracheri. - But this can have little
c . R ’ .. 0r mo effect, as all the old accounts can be
produced in court, Government has refused to disavow. the mirasidar’s claims, though refusing:
at the same time recognition as inconsistent with the welfare of the people, -0 -7 i '

86. Now it is admitted (see para. 6):— " N

, T_hat ‘astupendous wrong is being constantly I')'erpétrated. on a lar'ge portion of the
commumty;' ) Cee . R - ) T .
That it is perpetrated on the strength of certain misleading entries in Government accounts ;

the same purpose. : L Pl T b T G e
;- 1t follows that the wrong will continue, and in fact it does. = From these premises it appears
to me that we have all the conditions necessary . for legislation. . For the shape it :should :take I
.am not now to make recommendations,. ": -+ LtoL . I Y N I

) ] OuS L or (b) that the High Court be requestéd to instruot
the subordinate courts to inform the Collector of every suit by fniirhéidar' for aqpb.riah‘ house-site’;
that the Collector be authorized to employ; the Government Pleader to assist the defendants ; and
that this course be widely advertised throughout the districts » . 5.+ = SRR S

Poibio s

S.Lgci‘xon XTI
o . Emzqratzon.

8R. The pressure of the population on

é adoption of some:of -the measures proposed

in-this paper, by increasing the available ‘area of land, would afford - ine . time o this
district 1Ix)1 which the State cgould apply i otiously b eosanin o d 0. breathing time in this

ly itself ly.to. Yemigration. - Upper :
~ and other parts of the Indian :EmP_Y Sell seriously:to organized!emigration. -.- Upper Burma

apire are crying out for;the surplus: population which every
ed. - At the present moment 2,000 mouths in this district are
>3-.and the number would have been infinitely highér but for a
,vast expenditure on specially undertaken for the crisis. 'Of the inmates of .the
famine relief kitchens, four-fifths are Pariahs, and ;nearly all:the rest .are low-caste people_for

whom I am equally solicitous, .
"..- 89.. Here and there a man will be found

‘emigration agencies of such colonies are unable to employ recruiters of any influence. When T
ask pecple why. they -do not emigrate, I am sometimes answered that they know their own
divisional officer or tahsildar, but to whom should they complain in'a-strange land P - v 2o e,

At : ain ‘opinion”can be held ;- but: T believe that
.State emigration on liberal term, Y

8 to healthy. localities would: have a very fair chance ‘of bein

as, Tthink it beyond doubt that more attention-
racting the improvidence of excessive fecundity.

’ e P ]
U : g
. 1 .

Secrioy XII, ~ ”
C Drinksc Dt e

Sl Iﬁla_pzrelinii,ﬁgl"y‘ sketch Iwrote— T N e e
. «Tt sometimes happens, whether from the proximity : of ‘salt factories or from other causes,

that Dariahs get good wages.. By an excess of publie-houses wo encourage them to waste these on

5

-+« «+ -On the Pariahs re-entering upon the ‘site, they »

sh for the future the entry of the mirasidars’ names -

cannot be destroyed, but remain at hand for
BRI Py S N T T )

go at least (a) imposition of -

B R P S _*_j.; : : . - B '
A the land, revealed to th 1i ] :
must cause anxiety to overy thoughtful mind, i nTh doption of oD by the present census,

who is Venturesome enough, to go to Natal, but the .

n charge of a definite settlement for the first -

L m k a ko ke
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drink. - For mstance, in the small taluk of Ponnén alone, where there are only 252 vrllages, there

are no less than'112 toddy and 51 arrack shops; and : the d_lstrrct author1t1es are helpless to, effect o

- reductlon + The area per shop is only 2-1 square mlles T -

"*' ~92. T'do"not care to add’ to this indication, for Government has taken steps t0wa1ds the
only solution of the difficulty, viz., to lay down for country-areas, as already for- town, certam :
: prmcxples revulatmg the maxlmum number of shops N e

BRI - SncrronIII e
Educatzon - S

93 The present Drrector of Pubho Instruction agrees with. Professor Huxley in holdm g that

i A .77+« ... 8 national system of education should provide -
: : Report for 1889 90 page 135

Loeer 2 RIS
alaw Tl Tl

5.

. that the poorest child in the country should
.have the means and the opportumty of recexvmg the best education hois capable of- beneﬁtmg by..
Let us examine the ladder leading from,the paracheri gutter, .

94, Tt might be: expected that the Director’s Annual Report Would be the best source of -

1nformatron But unless I have been gu1lty of oversight ' it contains no statistics about Pariahs.

: .-~There is indeed a section devoted to'Aboriginal -
See only page 8. :

L B “inioo o 5. included - though. probably aboriginal . and
certamly backward ‘This is an omission -which .might Well .bo supplied in. future .reports. . In
" the meanwhile, I must fall back upon such figures as I can otherw1se obtain. . o

795, Except in *certain: mountainous. tracts .and in the case of a few. trlbes or classes depart-

"mentally -recognized as backward, ‘the: pnmary education of ; boys -has"been delegated. by«

- “Government to the Local Boards.. ‘These odies either mamtam theu' own schools or assrst pnvate ’
eﬁort by grants varymg 'with. the results of examinations.. . -+ -

"’_9b Last year m th1s drstnct these schools taught 11 490, chrldren, of whom only 1 443
. Vo =" were Pariahs, * Thus 24-8 per cent. of the popu- -
““lation supplied only 12 per cent." of the pupils:

Report of Assxstant Inspector
'closer So; mzmy as 1176 of th P ﬂl‘lahs were' in -mission 'schools, which are not:generally -~

~scattered " over the - drstrxct ‘but ‘are grouped round large: centres like Madras, Con]eeveram or
In non-mission schools there are only 267 boys. .

' 97 The state of thmgs may be 1llustrated from the taluk of Tlruvallfxr, which ‘contains 303
. a vrllages The number of .pariah adults able to
“ read and write'is 177 in the whole taluk 1In

o ' i 260 villages there is not a'single Pariah: able to -
»' read and write: In 272 v1llages there is not a smgle pariah child at'school. - In” all, there are .
221 boys'and 36 glrls atten(hng School but these are conﬁned to 31 vﬂlages and are pnnclpally

Report of Deputy Collector

" at mission schools, -~ R

o, - 98.. Tt erl be seen that save where ‘there are mlssmn sohools next to nothxng'is' bemg done
; even for the primary education of Pariahs. *The reasons for this’ appear to be:— . -
(1), That the mirasidars’ and other masters of’ the Parrahs set the1r face agamst thrs
educatmn 5
- () ‘That the pa.rents of thé casto pupﬂs ob] ect to their chlldren frequcntmg schools where
Panahs are admitted.
-+~ ~(8) That the schoolmasters share tlus pre]udrce, makmg the par1ah chrldren sit outsrde
the school, and teachmg them from & distance. -
. (4) That the children have to tend cattle or otherwrse work during the day
-(5) That they are often too poor to pay fees or buy books.. - -
(6) ‘l'hat there are mo trained pariah ' masters (for no. results grants are grven unless
masters have passed the pnmary exammauon) Even untramed masters can hardly be
e obtamed o
S 7y That even if masters could be obtamed they could not keep themselves on the result
’ fgrants, though these are 50 per cent higher for Panahs Gl et
99 ‘The remedies I propose are:— " % e '
" " (a) To 'increase the _number of specra] panah day and mght schools so that every large
"parachen shall have one; ** ST ’
(b) To attract Pariahs by scholarshlps into ’rhe Normal schools, ERE ) ;, -
- (¢) To abandon the results grant system and pay salaries in these specml schools $70
;- (d) That Provincial administration, which alone can stand tho financial strain, and which -
- ean mamtam a- sympathetic- policy - in favour of - the low-castes much more consistently than the .
- Loeal’ Boards, should assume the control . of the. special pariah schools. “The measures whrch I
. recommend in connectron with the land questron would eusure an, ample supply of funds. . (See
Appendrx B. ) : . C

.o ladder fromthe gutter to the University, so

./ and Backward Classes, but the -Pariahs are not

~But- the matter is* far worse when looked into -

&_,—/ "{/\

P

¥
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. need it as much as the lower.

. serv1ce
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:1100, . I turn now to mission schools Mt »r

'lhe indirect influence of missionaries has often been remarked but perhaps enough ]ustrce
has not. been done to them as a civilizing power. : In’ fict their actron in this respect has been’
most beneficial; especially among the lower castes of South Canara and.Tinnevelly, among spme
of the wild tribes and among the Panahs

. Te Bmdu, 7th August 1891, ;i of native opinion, The Hindu going so far as

to say that there is little chance of the Pariah

‘problem rece1vrng attention ‘from any “other quarter (except from the Government itself).

“Indeed,” that journal continues, “of the lower castes of the Hindu society and of the out-cast

. population, the Christian mrssronanes seem to be the only (sw) but the most wrlhng and competent

protectors and regenerators.”
© 101 ‘The difficulties in the way of Mrssron Educa‘uon are at present two

i) Tho increased result grant of 50 per cent. for Panahs is taken away 1f a. panah boy |
‘declares himself a Chrlstlan. ;

“ This seems ‘unwise ‘and ungencrous, a8’ conversmn is the stsmnary § reason of existence.-
I recogmse “of course that' Native Christians ‘are keen for ‘education and that for a class so keen

‘“higher result grants are not in general” necessary But 1t would be easy “to d1st1ngursh between

work at large centres and work afield.r 7 -

-+ (ii) A mission’cannot settle itself in"a vrllage unless 1t can get a house-site or school—srte :'
‘ -e1ther in the v1llage or in the paracheri; yet’ owmg to the claims and influence of the mirasidars

this is often difficult,’ sometimes: 1mposs1ble - Missions too are apt to settle where théy can do

‘most good ; whereas a missionary: cannot, without' vast difficulty, improve the material condition "
-of a congregatlon hampered : by the ‘shackles . which are the main sub] ect of th1s paper

they are removed, progress will be no longer impeded.::

©102. What may be expected from: the education of the Panahs ? In the ﬁrst place, even a -

low standard of instruction will, to some extent; safeguard them against becoming victims of frand

and ‘oppression’ and " teach them to make the" most of - thetr opportunities. ., In the second, their -
 instruction, carried a little further, may add materially: to'the 1nte111gence and :progress of the
. country. - For the Pariahs were not always in their present condition of degradation. -
~popular poem ever produced in the :Tamil - ¢ountry, the Kural, was written by a Pariah named -
“Tiru-valluvar ¢ the divine Pariah’ as he has been called.. Nor is the Pariah of the present day by
He shakes of his folly with his degradation and .

. éxhibits remarkable acuteness in a European household, and in the Colonies..
- his: master.in danger or sickness, no part of our E'lstern possessrons, however wild ¢ or deadly, but
- can bear witness; while his courage hasmade the reputation of our finest regiment.- )
* .in short is good enough to work upon ; and it ought to be no vain hope that thxs race can beled

.af least a step or two away from the slough into which it has been dragged. . o

In the. truest sense, the hrgher castes -

any means destitute of sense and good .qualities.
. The material

1103, The: discassion of education cannof stop hero,
A traveller.among-the Bakhtiaris has recently described them as

having some idea of the unity of God, but.rione of the brotherhood of man.: This is hardly a

- strained description of ¢ Educated ”? Indra ‘and the fact :must be  deeply deplored 'by all whose -
bent of mind inclines them towards a larger employment of educated Hindus, in the public -
Some eight or ten years ago, it is true, in Bangalore, there seemed signs of \a new day

in the establishment of a society to encourage and raise the. ‘neglected races ; “but the- thing was

.merely a brief - candle which ' snuffed. out “at once. DBut an 1dea which affoots ¢ every relatron of
society and politics'in Europe;’ must "in ‘time permeate into the better ‘minds of Indla, and the - -
. process should be asslsted &8 1t i3 not now, by any theory of educatron worth the name. :

: Ce T L ? M
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SECTION XIV

'r ,~-‘§r>:-”.«’y' a7 e

How to more full y connect tlz.a Pamah with the Soil; as a G'orernment R _/of on a propcr conceptzon or -
e 7,3 S oona modtﬁcatzon of t}w l![lrasz 8 ystem (See VI )

i

104 To return, in the last place, to thc mrrasr system I have shown how the panah race, - )
"180: naturally agricultural, can in general connect . itself with .the land only as sub tenants or as

farm-hands. I propose to inquire why this ghould be. . .- oo - - oo

105. I was travelling to Chingleput the other day with a wmter V1s1tor to Indra, and on
gither side of the rail he pointed out large areas.of scrub:land, and asked me .why it was not
" cultivated. . I gave the stereotyped explanatron, but in vain. He insisted that' the land was -
: good land (as ‘indeed it was) and that we in. Indxa had no r1ght to oomplam of famme so long as

e did not use. the land which God-had grven us, -

106.~From Chingleput take ‘the train further south or. leave the ra1lway at Chmgleput or: .
o 'Vandalur and strike eastwards to the coast,: .
" of ‘useless bush'which in an. ordlnary drstnct would be wavmg W1th gram, feedmv and employmg o

thousands of people. . " IR B PRI o _ :

- On either: hand you can shoot partridges over miles

-

Thzs is not ungraciously acknowledged by the organs -

When

The most -

As for devotion to’
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. 107. Not to be tedious, there is at present in the mirasi villages 78,912 ‘acres of unoceupied
arable land, crying out for tillage like the fields in the fairy tale. “The annual loss of revenue to
Government is Rs. 99,887, The mirasidars will not take this up, and will not let it be taken
- up by the non-mirasi residents of the village ; while neither class would for a moment think of
waiving its privileges in favour of a despised and rejected Pariah. L ‘

108. Yet the latter is keenly eager to get land, and when the soil is suitable digs a well and
improves the holding rapidly.,” So eager is he in fact that he constantly enters upon Government
waste without authority. The mirasidar. waits-until the serub is cut, the roots removed, the
prickly-pear burnt, and- the soil- cleared for a crop, and then asserts his preference and takes
theland. . .~ o . e ‘ : :

109. The préjudicial action of the preferential claim has now been sufficiently illustrated.

It is time to discuss its legal basis, and any possible modification.

~ 110. It has already been observed that at the end of last bentﬁiy the ‘miz;asi system was

discovered in a more or less disintegrated form in most parts of the peninsula ; and that it hag
since disappeared except in Tanjore and Chingleput. An explanation of these exceptions may
be demanded. Of the former distriet I have no knowledge. - In the latter, three causes may be
mentioned as having contributed to arrest the progress of decay. These were— g

The researches of Collector Mr, Place in the last decade of the century ;— o
.And the fact that the introduction of the ryotvari system about 1816 was entrusted to
' L ., Mr, F. H. Ellis, a distinguished and fond
- " student . of ancient tenures, and author of g
- . S . treatise upon mirasi, _» S
111. Itis upon this gentleman and his N. ative Assistant that the courts have leaned in their
interpretation of the law ; but perhaps enough. weight has. not been given to the consideration
that for different reasons the antiquarian‘and the Brahman were both extremists. - . .- .
. 112. Tt is at least certain that Mr. Ellis’ views did not ‘obtain in his own day the unqualified
B A " assent which they have since commanded. The
-+ Court of Directors disapproved the publication

- V»JLI.anujal, pag;e 280. :'v

" "Papers on Mirasi Rights, page 542,

of his pﬁpér. _ His’ opinions ﬁére attackéd'z_zll along the line by the Board of Revenue, ~ Sir

Thomas Munro, the greatest of South Indian statesmen, writing in 1824 of the miras] fee which

Government acknowledged half a century later, was even more hostile : “ the right of the mirasidar -
o T - toderive-a rent from land for which he neither :

" ‘pays the public- revenue nor finds a ténant,
- 18 certainly not acknowledged now, and pro-"

‘ Manual, bnge 403,

. L T o S % ‘bably ‘never was so at any former time.”
- Arbuthnot’s Munro. ¥ol, I., page 242.". o
' "ol . do., page2ss. . .. .. view that waste in.mirasi villages belonged to -
i o 4 o e e Tnirasidars ]ointly,,pointing-out that the
claim was' made by every village in the Province, but was not " valid as i

“which possésses, I think, by the usages of the country, the absolute i
waste as it pleages in villages which are miras, as well as in those that are not.”
Co}léctqrfs letter printed in B‘o;,’rd's Pf;:ceedings, No.

2710, dated 22nd Ape Sgor preference hitherto concedod occasionally as an
’ R

* NG discussion”of this subject would be complete with. act _of*gri}ce_‘qu gene}'au_y ﬂCkHOWIGdgedfin *
Pagers on Mirach Rights, - 0ut a reference to Mr, Crole's  the practice of “the district. In that year o

pagodsl, . 2blepaper. District Manual, decres of the Provincial Court was passed

. p 3 . : . .
+ As too often happens in India, the right of the State had - wherein the right was ordered to be lnvanably

.been prejudiced by a previous series of decisionsbetween - constdered, The law-as then laid down does
private persons to whick the State had not been g patty.
Papers on’ Mirasi Righ\ts,“page 4.62- P LT
Ll e .+ notice, ° ‘ ,
+ . 114.“ According to what may be termed the Hindu Common Law, a right to the possession
el e T land is' acquired by the first person who
. - %%g g‘lf:g:% ;(7)2- e ' 'makes a beneficial use of the sofl.” I‘)Nor is this
T _ - otherwise in mirasi districts,. The mirasidar
e e gy LLeRe Mad. VIogo7, - T T ;
- Seealso LL.R. Mad. II. 158, lines 21 and 22, © ' g mirasidar -, |, , ; neglects to cultivate cul-
T R U turable waste, the G ;
. LL.R. Mad. IX. 306, . - ..., 1ssue pattas to those lands to any stranger‘-who
T VI e undertake to pay the assessment.” The
two last judgments quoted are of 1880 and 1882, and are valuable both
and as expositions of the'law. In 1885, too, Sir Charl
" # We desire not to be understood ag denying the right of the Crown
mirasidar’s claim to waste lapd in order to protect its cl
from it R T :

to-exercise a control over the

-

>
MAMAAMWAWA%M

"V."'And,_he argued at length against Mr. Ellis’ -

against Government,
ght of disposing of the '

- 113. Nor was it until 1842 that th miras;

not materially differ from the recent summaries -
- of the High Court, which I now proceed to

*has the first option to take up land, but “where -

overnment is at liberty to -~

as historieal summaries - .-
es Turner, 0.J., took the pains to reiterate

aim'tq the reyenue which it may derive -

B Ut S

* Settlement Department, .

A,
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115, It is plain the'x‘l,’ if anything legal can be plain, that the mirasidar’s privilego may ‘be
oi'erlookedif—_ - ) LT o :
(a) There is culturable waste, - L v
(6) The mirasidar neglects to cultivate it, L o

(c) Strangers are willing to undertake to pay the assessment forit.. . L

116. Now there are nearly 74,000 acres which the mirasidars omit, and much of which they
- ‘strangers”’ are willing to take up a great

.. .

t, to cultivate ; and it is beyond question thaiz" 3 :

ng}e;f it.o O?My proposal therefore to throw some of it open is not contrary to law. . SRR -
117. Nor is it inequitable. Not only 'do_the mirasidars play the dog in the manger with

the available waste; but at present they hold more land ‘than they can cultivate. -The fact
reveals itself in the enormous area of irrigable holdings left uncultivated in every year without
exception.. The matter recently attracted the attention of the Board of Revenue, and here are
their figures for 1885-88, - ° -~ o o '
- . » . Irrz'qéblé holdings u)zéultc'i-ated.

. ) .e o. [ -.'...7;.".;, Y -- 2930”0 .
C188 L er e e uuv .. 26000 .0
1886 e P Y ? 7 -.‘.v.
1887 " .. vee - wa 25,000

1888 - .. .. L0 LDlL o iome 26,000 - .
ok The prdc’cice of leaving a large proportion of wet land ¢ waste ’ seems to bd 2 regular one
o _ ST Lo “in_the Chingleput district and is probably
Boud.sAI_"ro'ceedix‘xgs, No. 4155 Mis..fda'ttefi 8thAug1‘1fst:1$91.‘ gf{cllll):irrai%i.,a’x@ogted by fhp ‘ry??s fé? reasons
118. But the case does not end here. At the time of the revenue settlement (1875) there -

' was effected a certain arrangement.. - Up to that period, there had been no recognition by Govern-

ment. of ‘the - mirasidar’s - claim' to -an annual -
. o7 fee payable- }iy all non-mirasi p:i,lttadarf—-a._

im which Sir Thomas Munro had considered reposterous. It was now proposed that at least’
CI:thﬁzl‘vr]leltac()IlgSilt?o?lscl’lould be given. What was Ehe_representation on the other side? «I have
Pone' into the question of the claims of the mirasidars,” wrote Mr. Puckle, then in charge of the
g ' . “with the mirasidars of the Chin gleput and Saidipet taluks
. '+ The mirasidars whom I have consulted expressly assert that they will not only not.

Boird’s Proceedings, No. 331, dated 13th February 1875,

i ial waste being granted on patta to outsiders if assured of the' receipt of {fees),
gﬁ%ﬁea;ntlﬁ;m;ﬁfgladly resig% gome lands that they are now holding and paying for meﬁ:@y_ to.
keep out (applicants) and that such lands may be taken up by the (applicants) without opposition*

~ in future.” The Board of Revenue accepted the proposal with" enthusiasm. After dwelling -

tinacity with which mirasidars keep out strangers—and reciting Mr. Puckle’s opinion -
npen fhe pertinacity with 03 “tha the chiof mirasi diffculty will bo lnid at
District Manual, page 403. : - Test for ever if the (fees) are registered : *The

Boﬁrd » they continue, “have been surprised to find that there is so simple a remedy for an evil

- of such magnitude,” and proceeded to stron}glly recommend the change to Government, by whom

in result it was sanctioned, Having got what they wanted—an official recognition and regis-
tration of mirasi fees—will it be belioved that there has been no ‘material change in the mirasidars

factious opposition to outside applicants, and that the evil- hgs continued of the same magnitude
as before? * On thiis second ground then I say that the proposed change is not inequitable. . To

~ be candid, however, I must add that the foe has proved difficult of collection.

- 119. T have shown I hope ‘that to throw open land to non-mirasidars would be neither
illegal nor inequitable ; but T promised in my preliminary sketch to show how it could be effected
without loss to mirasidars. Tt may, of course, be argucd that if the mirasidars have more la_n'd,
than they can cultivate and neglect .to apply for what lies ready to their hand, here alone is.
enough evidence that there can be no loss, Bélt I tdhesn'e to r%o fturther, a%nd nﬁake my {)ﬁ:l%l:; ‘

; i irasidars the opportunity onece for all, or in .
mote seoure. I proposo then to give the mn‘asxi;n onth o fP-I;Very y{ar, to take ‘,IE all the land

o - they want. Something of the kind was done
prl1ges. - o 1796 when “Mr, Plaee was_directed to -
require each mirasidar to deelare in writing the extent of land he wanted, previously informing-

,  LLR Mad. VI 306, -
Board’s Proceedings, No. 2710, dated 22nd A,

' the mirasidars that it was the intention of Government to bestow the surplus or spare land they .

could hot cultivate on new mirasidars.” ‘And the example was imitf).ted by .the‘ Collector of
3 he last resort, indeed, the suggestion of the Chief Justice in 1880 (Indian Lav;r‘
- 120- Int ? i ’“8 L &8 Report, Madras, IT. 150) and again in 1882
Tligh Court 128 of 1862, might be adopted and compensation might be |

. given. InC. Apfmvu Gramani rersus the Seéretary of State Sir Charles Turner said as follows :

¢ In the Bengal Presidency this question- had Teceived a - satisfactory solution by the Legis-
lature.’ nRegula.i;'iogn*VII. of 1882, scction &, enacted that when the waste land belonging to ar
o . o S T
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adjoining any mehal (revenue-paying estate)ttwfrézs" ﬁ'eryuéxtensivé s0-a8t6 éxceed the . quantity
-~ required for pasture or.otherwise usefully appropriated, the Revenue-officers were empowered to -
-grant leases for the same to any person who might be willing -to . undertake ﬁhe'cu{)

tivation in

porpetuity, or for such period as the Government should determine, and assign to the zemindars
. .or other, persons who might establish'a right of property in the, lands.so- granted an allowance
. equivalent to 10 per cent., on the amount payable to Government by the lessces; in lieu”or bar of
2ll claims to or in  the lands'so granted, and of 'such ‘perquisites and . privileges as' by the ‘custom

® There.is some cunfusion here. Mirasi lands have been
-+ :-gurveyed ; ‘'what a mirasi estate is I do not know. > The

-2 High Court in this judgment drew, 4 parallel between -
%, . mirasidars -.a!idhzemindars,l;utjhey; differ. toto ¢lo.

~ The Iatter are the assignees of Government rights:" the "’ paueh of vatling 11 : ‘ta riohts

} - former the ‘modern representatives and’ ‘;nuch of the. Prevailing uncertainty asto nght§,

"<~ .2 ancient village corporation. ", ..

-

eceive.” Such an enactment in Madras, coupled
;with a survey* and ascertainment of the limits
~of mirasi-estates, would ' have ‘put”an end to
‘ ,he“s o the* 4nd " have' secured -at once the interests of the
<.\ . Government and the mirasidars.” "

121. The 10 per cent. here recomm-éﬁdéé does not éiﬂ"er‘v muchfrom ;che mirasi feeof 2 ﬁﬁﬁds

_in.the ‘rupee,; which was at_the last settlement made. payable.to the, mirasidars drom all new
-.oceupation of waste,.; It had been hoped by, the Collectors of 1868 and 1875 and. by the Director

" of Revenue Settlement that this fee

) Buf sée Mr, Qrole’é j)istxéct Manual, i)agezlilos;' .
. haps if Government collected . it- the opposition
.diminished. " It might be' collected” with a’ very slig
. mirasidars. ” "Furthier concession than this, '

e - 122. For two 'tl.lings must clearly b borne in mind ; one,’ that xithemuasxdars are simply -
- -~ bought out of their preferential claim to wasto, they will still retain an equal:claimwith others,

~ and “have unrivalled opportunities f

would pacify the mirasidar and'lead him fo quit obstruction ;
-¢.-but. .the hope has proved ;to: be.fond partly
3 ..'because, the fee.is difficult of collection. Per-
A sht’ charigo in”the law, ahd paid. to. the
I would not recommend. " " L

s

!

. s e
RS 2 EEY Nt

or taking the pick'of the land ;:the other, that it-is in ‘the

L PQ‘_Te? of gnty.‘yg'glthy: mdmdual or-corporation to deal the system a staggering blow, ...
. - 123. For suppose, as a mére. illuistration; a socioty. founded with the object of relieving the
“condition of the-lower castes ;- and. suppose ’it(éé’xﬁmdﬁdihg’ja,' fair ‘supply.of funds.. ‘Such an

) - i e, .’. L _»:‘.- Vee e, L PR, P O atindntriey L L T R,
~  Board’s Proceedings, No 538, dated 28th September 1gg7,".' . “ The” mirast bugbear s, in"'my opmxdn, :
P O I R T L I e L..x. EE

-~ organization ‘might ‘get a good déal’of land for ‘the” Parighs,

"It would’ first apply foriall the

' . arable , waste_in each . of  the 109, single-enjoyment (yeka-bhogam) : villages ; - The single
- mirasidar in each case would bé obliged at’once to take up so much as he wants, leaving the rest

for the society.  If, however,

for tho society. - If,.b tho mirasidar ghould fake up’ more than he wants, hs would, be
- forced’ to relinquish portions after &

while,” By the rules; his preferential right in such portions

.could never.be re-asserted.,’. The society would next attack the institution'in;villages where there
.8re only two or three shares ; whers similar effécts would : follow after a second "or third attempt.

- An villages where th shates ara more numerous, nothing could b doxe. .

.

RIS BTN TA A PR

- %747:1247 Having ‘in various parts of" this'paper shown-thestrength of mlmsu,xt is only just for

s

. ‘me to mention & contfary opinion that-has
~ Board and by Government, 12t s Ti

ST (e rea crectar s

of ' the’ country they might.appear éntitled to

to, abolition, of tho, mirasi preference might be- -

mor'é_ths%n once been quoted’ with :approval by-the -

. =" @ o a e s ‘-"'V"':,'rfk.r‘t 'f.' R O B O T
- +125...The question arose in 1887.y hether it would be proper t_o‘assimilgxté the land-acquisition -

“rilés of .t:IiiS'dist;'ict_tb those of other districts,.” .

A N 2 AR N § S I P ) [ R ST a N

»

* '« “lyear wrote a8 follows i— i -

%1 7-196.Tn roporting his opinion that tho aftempt’ ould ‘bo’ premature, “the Collector of thiat

11" destined gradually to die'a natural death, if 1eft,

6 the ordinary operations of time; but any attempt to summarily abolish'it (which an'assimila-

“tion of our darkhast rules to those of other diSt?inS:WQ'llld be tg.;'}thiiqu{it' to) would stimulate the

“patient into at ledst a temp

orary.revival,”: -

' N

e .
s h

R IrNO: Sl O T e B R O S L Y By S L P T
212127, 1 should - be the first.to plead the cruelty of examining ;serioilsly:a Collector’s phrases.

_Collectors have not time to-write English, .. But

1t may be asked in passing how a:bugbear can

< die a natural death any more, say, than a bogey ; and (granting the imagery) what great harm
o oodd;anse frqm the _mon;ﬁer s meljely t_e_amporary revival or_i the verge of 9xtincti9n.:; TN

128, But, to pass from the’manner fo the mattes; o Feasons assigriod by therCollector

L were— -

- opposition, -+

by AN S L I Y T S P e STV R PRI RS SIS
ii. That in three given years the assignment of nearly half an acre to a'non-mirasidar for -

sk o sl to o v s o bty e wih strons

' each acre assigned to a mirasidar shows that it is no longer such a difficult matter for an outsider-
A e I Py S S S

" to get hold of I%nd as lilt used to be, ~- ST DR e
.-, iii. His belief that the mirasi right does not now operate'to any sreat éxtent in the wav of
~ keeping land out of cultivation that ould ofberarion by sTprato fo oy, glre'tf);! cxtentm the xgay:of

i, That mirasi is destined to

-

i

would otherwise be taken'up.

die a natiral death if loft to 4th'o“§5;<lii‘n?:ixx ébgfdtiqn’s of time,

e, - PN - ' T . . a
I DS AL N I S DateaellTeT o g ea?
h : T . ~

.

Y S N i) \‘\ﬂ:’x '. . .

o e A e e
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' it 129.z%§éq opim'ons must be tqkén'ix__x their order. .. - ﬁ.-j:;:,;« ¥ R TR LI
s Lovt i Every reform affecting 'privilege meets ‘with opposition from" the privileged class.: At
‘the worst, tho- opposition may be lessened if' the State ® collects the mirasi-fee ‘and pays it to the

mhagibody-: ,. L [ it e b St ']; T, ,.',‘C . : e
| 1. <15 -l Considering tlio_ vast number of non-hirasidars‘as’ comparéd with mirasidars, it ddes -
i ‘ ‘not seem mitch to be satisfied with that the former should get not'even a'third: part’ of the  cake.
. . “And wo have 06 means 6f-kjr;10'\'ving,,1,1‘9w ‘many of these ‘fortunate outsiders ‘had to pay " for their
supposed luck. ' The tahsildar of Ponneri writes:, . = | " ) '

f .15 What is ‘done in other taluks aftér 'an assignment is -done-here beforehand.’ " When 2
“Pariah ‘wants to get land on darkhast, "he applies to" the mirasidar to’ whose share it -is supposed .
_fo.belong. The mirasidar then'fixés a price on it"and the Parish “pays it. He is then allowed .
'to havo the darkhast without objection, and " there is understanding among ‘the mirasidars as to .
. "the distribution’ of- thebooty.” . ".""." These -mirasidars were actually trading - with::their -
. mirasi right, and defeating' the “whole policy of Government in assigning lands for cultivation’
‘ +free of cost.”” .. EEER f”'iff",'ft ’5u-'}_<'. IR ?;:‘: ;u-::;\_"‘-f*_:f soartso sl ‘:‘!' Ay
1 L  Fl il To  what “extent’ the mirasi” preference ‘keaps ‘non-mirasidars ‘away must, of course,
| *be a matter.of individual judgment.- '~';I:u'm-p§obably, however, correct in'supposing: that the
) - Collector’- =5y ¢! :-‘-i»‘- ool '-~-:=i;-:.".'{.u G " Herv oo ve il A Tt ,.",:*';;::- R e A S I
. “*7 '(a)'had in'view the poverty of somelands, . ., -
C 0 st (b) had not jn’view the desire’of Parighs for land.

B ANEL U AT
. i

B!

L (). "All the land which I have spoken of as waste, is land 'specially ‘classed ‘as arabls in
1874 by the’ scientifio officeis of 'the Settlement Départment.” I do not deny, however, that. by

sand-drifts, floods, the growth'of ‘prickly-pear, and “other ‘such’’causes; a portion’ of ‘it “Tequires
expense:to- reclaim: .. The Board- of Revenue having:lately called. for. explanation fof so much
-unoccupied: waste, I have personally investigated the matter in.Ponneri -and part of Tiruvallur. -

0

taluks : (during the annual {inquiry into ;holdings).: I found :that  the.returns of: the village -

._which, the villagers wished reserved for communal purposes (in excess of similar.reservations

“made at ‘tho settlement)’had'been ' cntered as “ unfit for’ cultivation.”’ I am- satisfied that the

~.""description’ cannot’ at the"outsi(xie' bo fairly applied tQ,!I,IO,TP. than 5 per.cent. of the waste classed as
‘jémblef't‘;, "‘, ;—.;;A \H_;'“ LEPR Y DY Ahivnlta U e i Aotaae aeetog N Ty dadee e s T, LTI

“7(b) The battle in'the past hds -always ‘been betwoen mirasidars and caste non-mirasidars ;
_the:possibility, of the Pariahs acquirring’ land was hardly in the minds of district " officers; before -
Mr. Mullaly, the late' Sub-Collector, began ‘,hls.\benevo.len‘t efforts’on’ their ‘behalf. " In many
- " parts,‘at present, the possibility.is'a néw iden to i}f_lq Pariahs themselves.* i A T T
"} They have had no one to teach them to look upwards."" Indeod, when ong inspects the residents
~“of a Chingleput or’ Madurantakem parachéri—poor objects, some of them, that' lovk as'if they-
. 1ad been brought from Central ‘Africa:to’exhibit the depths’ of “human débasement—one of the
«‘#addest thoughts is that:thero.is- ne one.to :care; for them, excépt here and there'a missionary
. unfortunately quite ignorant of revenue and legal intricacies. - The one’ question that can;bring

a emile to théir care-worn faces is why they do not apply for land. : ¢ How can we getland?” -

* is thé answer, and they think you are poking fun at them. S T o
. 71 On receiving this answer thé other day in’the"villige 'of -Kannipér, Tiravallur’taluk, I
o inquired how much wasto land there was in the village. " There were*130 acres of irrigable land
:alone, assessed ‘at'about 3% Rs. an acre. ,,* But what is the good,” I was asked, .“ of applying for

this? The mirasidars will take it up merely.to keep us out.” Well,” T answered, * at least

.you will have the satisfaction of forcing them to pay the assessment.. .Make the atfempt and see,”

+In consequence; tho Parialis put in an application for' 30 acrés, . The mirasidars waited until the
last moment, and then put in:their objection,. . By, a most.unusual chance,,they based. it not.
_upon their pre_fergntial'cﬁ)ajm,‘whi_ch'mu§t'. Liavo: been admittted 3, but upon’ an assertion .that the
land had been reserved for grazing. 'This assertion was wrong, and to their infinite surprise the
Pariahs got the land, which they will shortly improve with wells and make as valuable as any in
+the village, +Emboldened with success; the Pariahs now put in'an application for’the remiaining
1100 acres, but the mirasidars were not again to be caught nappingand have taken up the land, - .
: «Here alone'the Government will get a'land-tax-of some 450 Rs. which it has! been'wrongly kept -
. ‘ ‘v “out of for many 'years.- e I VTR IO SIS R VAT e T T T T L sl O e P
S ....-T quote this instance, as T might quote,others,
" land, to the benefit'of themselves and the State."” Lo U A e
Had this fact been’in view in 1887, the Collector might have modified his opinion that’ the
% fnirasi préference does fiot Gperate to any great'extent in kesping-lands out of cultivation. We -
are now able to consider the matter from the point of view of a far Jarger body of possible
éulbivators. T vl T R T e e e e |

Fo Pt o kon

.

. no action, is, in one sense, a platitude; for a day Will come when all the waste lands shall have

".been taken up. 'But that it will dio before that, or that it’shows signs of failing” vitality, I take
leave to question. ., Nor does the opinion under no'tlce__haxfrp.ogl‘ze'_w;th the view expressed ‘at the

«  “game time, that thie privilege is still highly prized by ity ownlers, and that a non-recognition of it

would undoubtedly meet. with strong opposition. : , : ’ : o

accountants :were highly :misleading. ::/Any land which required alittle'trouble in preparing, or .’

3 v. That the mirasi preference will one'day be a thing of the past, even if Government takes -
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- ++130., It is neither. probable that a privilege should be falling into disuse, when the growing -
i chieenis v vt - wealth of the country makes it-every day more :
 Board’s Proceedings, para, 6, No. 1547, 7th July 1886, *~ Valuable; nor does history support’ this view..

Board’s Proceec%ings, N (:). :t’a;za:’)s,tdated 6th ngrugry 1883.: - T_Ve havg seen that it was not thoroughly estab--

s proseding g 1 .17 it Sptomter 16, {Shed, 1) 1842, and T know of itlo that has

. hand the recognition in 1875 of  the mirdsi feo

glge i e LT e o on mewly occupied waste, the numerous frauds

during the settlement whereby village-sites and paracheris were newly entered in the names of
mirasidars, and the recognition by Government in 1872 and by the Board of Revenue in 1883 of

“mirasidars’ claims over village-site {claims since indeed rejected) hav
position of the mirasidars. In short, I-see np sick ‘man dying, as we have been assured, of old’

~ age and weakness, but'a vigorous if not encroaching tyranmy, .. L T

S JSon oot cand L Lt s Foaetggay
G.0., para. 5, No. 704, dated 3rd September 1890.;: '+

r

181, :T am not unprepared to. hear my proposals spoken of as féfrdlutiﬁnziry and as invélviﬁé .

the abolition ‘of mirasi right.” In one form at Jeast they. can hardly be revolufionary in any bad .
 sense, unless the Chief Justice of Madras can be supposed to have g;dommended revo)ltution. yNox‘
- have I proposed to abolish mirasi right. I leave it untouched in all aspects except in its claims
to waste and to village-site. 'The latter elaim T believe to be without foundation ; the former, so
- far from abolishing, I would prefer to_recognize to the full, but require its exerciso either now
- once for all, or during'a specified'time in each year. - I seek its ‘exercise, and only protest against -
_ it lying dormant, to awake solely for the purpose of obstruction, . -~ T, T T T

Lol Seeron XV : JR T

LT TR T Mliscellaneous Obsereations, v T
_ +..132.- T have now.to. mske some: miscellancous observations which have not. hitherto found -
- their place. = e T , ST

" ._+183. It is not to be supposed that the/ébﬁ&itien of the Pariahs is equaily bad in all parts of ~

“the district.. In the neighbourhood:of Mddras and of the salt factories they have to some extent
quitted agricultural® pursuits and get good wages. *On the -borders of its ranges too, mirasi loses' -
some of its most forbidding.features (the paracheri site for instance not being claimed) though it"
is equally true that its-example infects non-mirasi villages. - Oppression is worst in:the three:
southern taluks, and of these perhaps worst of all in Chingleput. . = - -0 oo

o j"‘;:l3,4:" Thero are forms of oppression only hitherto hinted ‘at which must be htllehsﬁ":éilrs'bfiiy
) mgntionéd. To punish disobe_dienQQ of Pariahs, their masters— "~ " T T

(a) Bring false cases in thé village court or in the criminal courts,. * .

"+ .(b) Obtain, on application, from Government, waste lands lying.allf'roil‘xla ihé parthéfll,: i ; -

s0 a8 to impound the Pariahs’ cattle or obstruet the way to their temple, =~~~ "
Cn h (¢) Have mirasi names. fraudulently - entered in ‘the Government account against the
Paracv erl,: ;:,‘,. < ,._.—‘~->!—, PRI w. ,‘ Ll ‘, P S I
.. (d) Pull down the huts and destroy the growth in the backyards..”" " :
- -(e) Deny occupancy right in immemorial sub-tenancies.* - S
(/) Forcibly cut the Pariahs’ crops, and on being resisted charge them with theft and
‘rioting. o o ' : ' '

~“wards ruined: o S L .
- (#) Cat off the flow of water from their fields. " = : o .
= (i) Without,legflvlg 'pf);t(ipg,;hg),yvg the property of  sub-tenants attached for the ,laxhldlo(rds\"

arrears of revenue. " i ) T e
, 135. It will be said that there are civil and’ criminal courts for the redress of many of these
injuries. There are the courts indeed ;: but: India does not breed village Hampdens. - One must
have courage to go to the courts ; morey to employ ‘legal knowledge, and-meet Jegal expenses ;-
- and means to live during the case and the appeals.. ‘Further, most cases depend upon the decision -
- of the first court; and these courts are presided over by officials who are sometimes corrupt and

belong, ...~ - -

who ‘generally, for other reasons, sympathize with the wealthy, and landed classes to which they * -

Do 186;_'-The"inﬂ‘uénee‘of these classés thhtheoﬁicxal world can hardly Be;:é’xégieraté&.j Ttis -

extreme with ‘natives and . great even with Europeans. Every. office, from the highest to the -
lowest, is stocked with their representatives, and there is no proposal affecting their interests but
* they can bring a score of influences to bear upon it in its course from inception to execution,

- True as this'is of the landed classes ‘generally, 1t is true in a high degree of the -mirasidars of
~ Chingleput and Tanjore., ~ ™ == 0 T e B LT LT
" . 137. People have asked why special attention should be paid to the Pariah when there are

other classes of equal degradation. ~ The answer is threefold : that the Pariahs are far and away -
. the most numerous, are eolleeted into. villages™ and are attached to agrieulture, so 'that we can’

~reach them more easily and do more good.by.reaching them..- Secondly, by raising ‘the lowest
-stratum of society, you raise all the superincumbent strata; Thirdly, the disabilities of the *

e

) have materially strengthened the = -

() Undervmiérépresentatibxvis‘, get- them to execute documents by which they are after~-

.,

o
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Pariahs are in some instagces the disabilities of- all castes alike. - The  concessions asked for the
Pariahs alone (e.g., in the proposed- settlements) are not very great when it is remembered th.at_
5 . until 5o late as the settlement of 1875, special

- advantages in the tenure of land were being
_ L e P - conteded to the Brahmans, - : ,
138, It is also sometimes asked why the State should do anything for the lower castes ; why
they should not be left alone to find their own level. The answer is that the policy of the State
in the pist has degraded them, and the State must retrieve its mistakes. ‘'We have permitted

" " Para. 11, Major Stuart’s Settlex%xent Report. *

. ancient privileges to survive until they have become anachronisms, and we have. created new

privileges. - These at least can be confined to their minimum range of harm ; and the classes who"
have been kept back in the race of life can be given a new start. " RO :

© 139, In some quarters I have been misunderstood as advocating a policy of ‘thr'owivng open -

AState lands to all comers. This will, I believe, be the statesmanlike policy of the future, capable

" of attracting capital more largely and more speedily than any other. For the present, howover,
. except in the pariah settlements, I would ‘restrict the right of ‘occupation to residents of the

village, until such time as the poorer classes ghqll hzivgj had full opportunity of occupying all the
land they may want. - i T

"~ 140. It is also objected that the present state of the law will not - admit of all these reforms. -
If the reforms be advisable this is only an argument in favour of legislation. ‘The Constitution
of British India gives a legislature to the Madras Province ; and legislatures like studies are not
only for delight and ornament but for ability. S '

141. T have said nothing about the sanitary condition of the paracheris. It is very bad,
and no special attention has been paid to it nor indeed has the District Board the necessary funds.
Some paracheris have no wells; and when drought dries up the surface pools, the inmates have
to stand about neur the wells of the caste-folk, waiting until some charitable hand shall draw
‘them a little water. , _ »

142, Finally, I fear I may be quoted by,ignbra‘ﬁt or intefeéted pefsons in support of the

» ¢ Poor Ryot.”: The “Poor Ryot” who writes to'the newpapers is generally a mirasidar or

some other superior Jandholder who has sometimes never seen his land and does not even know
the names of the different varieties of rice. - He is perhaps an attorney, perhaps an official, often .
a school-boy whom Government is preparing at great. expense to take a University degree ; but he

 is very seldom a ryot in more than name. Too often he merely draws rent from bis fields, and

neither cares nor knows how the cultivator or the farm-labourer lives.© Sometimes indeed he has ]
farm-labourers of his own, who live in styes and know kindness neither from God nor man; but
he mounts a Madras platform and is eloquent on the subject of the Indian Nation, seeing no
inconsistency in demanding equal rights forall. - ¢ o L
143. T am afraid of such a gentleman getting hold of one of my paragraphs and instancing .
it in proof of the poverty of the ryots. I therefo_xje -am explicit in declaring that the ryot who
holds directly from Government is in my estimation & member of a very fairly prosperous class,
The falsity of the misrepresentations on this subject can easily be demonstrated from the sale-deeds

. in the registration offices, and from the experiments in the yield of crops; but so_pleasing a task

is beyond my present lin®. . A N
. [ Sgeron XVIL -
Abstract of Proposals. -~ . . , .
‘144, The timoe has now come to exhibit my_sﬁggéstidns in'a connected form.
145. I propose then— - L T
i, That the Land Application Rules of the Whole presidency be amended so as to put all
residents of each village on the same footing as the present pattadars. . AR
ii. That in mirasi.villages the preferential right of mirasidars be required: to be exercised :

. (a) either once for all, T : R
- (b) or in the first month of each year.: - -

i That (in the last resort) it be abolished on the State ﬁnéeitaking for the future to:

" collect and pay to the mirasi body a fee of 2 annas in the rupee of assessment on all waste taken -

ince the settlement of 1875. - S B _, o
-up s,mciv. That with this restriction waste land bef thrown open to all_res1dent§ in-the village:
under the rules amended as in (i). j N e e T
v. That, at the least, land bought in by Government for arrears or héld by n‘_’n'm?m?‘d?‘r_ﬂ

\_previmis to 1875 and subsequently relinquished, should be so thrown open.

vi. That pariah settlements be formed in the areas unnecessarily constituted resegﬁed
forests out of arable waste, and in the large areas lyipg ‘unoccupied in some of the non-mirasi
jﬂlag?s{fii‘; Tﬁat‘thehlands ér at' least the i)oorér ldqu in tﬁoSe settlements be granted at first on '
easy terms of assessment, and that the State dig irrigation-wells to be paid for by instalments,
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viti. That paﬁah and other ryots holding under zemindars be eased by the speedy passing’ : 1 - - S T N T P RT
of a Madras T'enancy Act. , , _ , . A '
: ix. That the Act shall take into consideration and amend the position of Pariahs and i v
others holding under ryots, whether in Government or in zemindari villages. o APP END IX B.
x. That'the agricultural labourers be redeemed from their present semi-servile  condition - : 4 : : g ; : e
by a recasting of the Breach of Contract Act. - : , , . Fixanciarn.. : S ,
xi. That the Pariahs be given the unquestionable ownership of their homes. 4 - S Ce . . - v a“ge“ge ‘;’ Assessment.
xii, That State-assisted emigration be seriously considered. : A ‘ L ravle waste RS
xiii. That the Pariahs be guarded against an excessive number of drink-shons. . : S s e e e U
. xiv. That the State should recognie% more clearly and moro directly assurge the duty of . ) . - See Section VI (a)' Non-mirasi villages .. . 19,600 - 22,000
cducating the Pariahs, . o - : SR — L - A ,((b) %ought-m laréds, say rgughly. . 1,000 2,000
: : o 1 . N - e : . () Resigned lands do. .. - 1,000 . 2,000
xv That tl}e sagtatlon of th? pariah hamlets be 10 longer overlogked. : : o (d) Forest reserved out of arable - ’ ' ’
' . o ‘ . , ' ‘ - waste . .. cee e 16,000 - 18,000
‘Secrron XVII. © - S - . ' . See Section XIV. (¢) Mirasi villages .. .. .. 74,000, 1,00,000
Anticipated-Effect of Proposals, o ' DR ‘ C11L,500-  1,44,000

. 146. T had intended to reserve this last section to explain the effects I anticipate from
these reforms, but it secems needless. “Fhe principal fall under four heads: . < -
- To remove the ebstacles existing in practice to the acquisition of land by the Pariahs ;
To free their homes from tyrannous claims; R ‘
- To free their labour from semi-servile conditions
To educate their children. - . - : :

.. 147. With a little land and a hut of his gwn, able to read and write, and free to dispose of °
his labour as he will, self respecting and therefore on the road to respect, the future of the Pariah

might be very diﬁ‘er_ent from that unhappy.present which memories of profound misery have
compelled me to delineate. SEEER : :

The State now gets nothing from these lands, except from (d) the reserved forest, which
returns less than one anna an acre; this is far below what the pariah settlements would pay.

The rest of the arable waste is now being taken up at an average rate for ten years of 5,600
acres o year. If the measures proposed in the text should materially hasten the process, it is
obvious that in a few years a considerable increase of revenue would result. oo

- o APPENDIX 0. -
H. TREMENHEERE. |

- SALE-DEEDS INCLUDING PART OF THE PARACHERI AND SLAVES,
SALE documents of the unirrigable lands executed 6_n the 18th July 1861, correspdnding with
the 5th day of Adi of Thurmathi (year) by Suria Mudaliyar and Kaugasabhai Mudaliyar, sons of

Siyala Mu laliyar of Ulalur, Chingleput taluk, in favour of Sundra Mudaliyar’s son Vadachells
Mudaliyar, and his heirs, of the said place, to wit— . 5 AR

2. From the total share of the village (23) out of } share belonéing to us, our father

" APPENDIX ‘A.

StaTeMENT of un‘occupied a’ra‘ble' Waéte for the v»year 1890.

- . _P‘“ﬁ"“lmb'f ass‘?”i‘%ﬁ‘;“:;’ in 181 non-mirasi * [~ Paxticulars of “siﬁffg?’s'fste in 1,202 mirasi pledging } share and permitting cultivation. thereof, borrowed from you on the 28th June 1854
T oTrees N P : Rs. (500, fivo hundred, having obtained a patta In your name for the lands pledged : On the
Lxtent of-- 3 ‘ : o~ 26th day of Adi in Pingala year we borrowed Rs. (¥90) two hundred and ninety on the aforesaid
‘ assessed B Extent of N SR § share by executing a supplemental deed : Thus to the total Rs. (790) seven hundred and ninety
Tuluk., - | Total assessed waste in- Romaining wasto,| T0talassessed | assessed waste [po riaining waste. P adding Rs. (10) ten received to-day f.rom you, t}le whole sum borrowed from you amounts to
- .. waste. . d;ﬁ?;‘s:"n‘e‘i" . Lo waste. I;nclutdﬁl in the S o - Rs. (80Q) eight hundred. = For this consideration th{s day we haye sold to you the aforesaid } share.
_ serves, . . - - | Forest Reserves.. The wet, dry and other lands appertaining thereto 1incluswe of the garden, land, village-site, the . °
—— - western half of the site.situated to the west in the Mudaliyar street, leaving out the occupied
o | Assess~'| Acre<|Assesge Assess-. | Assess- Asseas- .| Assess- it th t of it— 1d t Further the site at the Palli street d that at the -
Acreage. Acreage. 88 Acreage. 58~ | A crease 88C83- | A creage. site on © east oI 1t—are so 0 you. u e s1le a 0. _a 1 street an at at the
ment. | age. | ment. |>78% | mepg, €% “ment. °48°) ment. [2T®2B°| ment. _paracheri belonging to the said 1 share ang other v(lillage perquisites (samudayam) ‘wet, dry,
- 7 - N W I I ‘ ‘ s arde ‘ with trees and containing water, hidden treasur e
rdépet - o .. 22§ WUV | e | 2250 esy | 13251 anran | 1405 | 1,575 | 11,756 | 16,166 |2 LR & rden’fforeSt"g %Ste gifound encum%ered ers, payments made b é;h that bale and di gs'bantd '
omnent e | 2000 | 2,333 357 3211 22120 2,015 | 6,309 | 9039 | 711 | ess| 5598 | 9.301 |Eo 58 stones, fees paid by oil-mongers and weavers, payments ma o i p-0 anc. custributo
iravalldr . | 16,001 | 16,694 |4,418 14,429 | 11,673 | 12)165 | 10,200 | 100483 | = 621 622 | 9,588 | 9,861 |84 & - * Tamil Al-adimei : - water, slaves* and every other common right,
ojesveram .. | 4,033 6,605 ;50 o2 | 3988 | opa3 | 12,989 | 16,266 | 600 | 981 | 12,389 | 15,285 | 3 N2 : . Tamil Al-adimei. ‘ you shall enjoy. = e
gleput .. ’ 2 235 | 12,916 | 16,766 | 2,478 | 2,717 | 10,438 | 14,049 oS 3"3 g - All these shall be fit for sale and gift by you. You, your sons, or nd d ti
adurfntakam. | 1,142 | 1,460 | .. | .. | 1,142 {292 1&g ’ 595 |48 82 £ha ad gt by you. 2 » Brondsons and generations
JRR ! ! 1,400-| 29,288 | 41,802 6,145 6,577 24,143 ) 35,225 e = together shall enjoy the same while the sun and moon shine. There is no hindrance for this,
'otalt, d%xggtlg- 24,583 | 27,764 15,009 16,132 | 19,484 | 22,633 | 84,962 {112,997 | 11,050 ‘13,110 | 73,912 | 99,887 535{3 g ‘Whenever any difliculties ‘arise in your enjoyment, wo _shall come’ forward to remove them.
pu rict. : . : . 1. o o - g 5868, Thus ends the deed of share executed by us with free will and consent, ‘ )
= - 8ALE-DEED of the Pangu lands executed on the st July 1882 by Parthasaradhi Mudaliyar,
S ng € / y toPe by tarth SCalLyar,
* ReyarEs. - son of Narayana Mudaliyar, residing at Perumbakkam (Jari Zemin) in the sub-district of

Chingleput, of Thondamandalam Kondaikatti Vellala caste, Vishnuvite and cultivator, in favour .

of Ratna Mudaliyar, son of Vedachela Mudaliysr, of Ulalur, No. 279 in the sub-district of
Chingleput, in the district of the same name, Thondamandalam Kondaikatti Vella.lu. caste, Sivite -
and cultivator, to wit— L o o G
From 3%% the total share of the village of Ulalur attached to the aforementioned sub-district-

of Chingleput, one-eighth share beifig ancestral property.in my enjoyment, patta standing in my
" name, consisting of lands, &e., is sold {o you to-day, for Rs, 2,000, The wet, dry, maniem, house-

sites under occupation as well as those vacant, the sites at paracheri, tope, well (large)—forest,
waste, ground encumbered with trees and containing water, hidden treasure and stones, payments

C  Tamil Al-adimei; . made by those that bale and  distribute water,
. TRk t . elaves + and all perquisites appertaining thereto, . .-

. you shall enjoy. All these shall be fit for sale or gift, Your sons, grandsons and generations to

come shall enjoy the same while the sun and .moon shine. I shall have the patta made out for

. I_f the rpportion of waste ina vi]lage b_e taken, it win bé seen that the nvex;a ge is 126 écres for non-mirasi and 65 for
mirasi ; and it may be objected that this disposes of the theory of mirasi obstruction. . But the following observations .
- must be first considered :— il R A - : )
. (9) The non-mirasi villages are mostly villages on' oy near the borders of the di tri : e
districts, They are thus away from the greatest pressure olfni,opulation. . strict, tmnsfer?ed from adjacent .
1(b) Tl:lcl)s: xdnchru:aléglé nulxém’bfermg_ 82 11; mostly among and aiong the base of the Satyavedu bills, in a distant and
sparsely populated corner, difficult of access.” For any ison these should ,
agres 1emaing, for 99 vil]a’ges. S v ""p‘_",’; R Fhouie Iv)eideducted, when an average of only 85 .
~* {¢) In'many of these the obstruction of the Pattadars s ag strong as the obstruction of mirasidars could be. - Indeed,
many of them are non-mirasi only in name, and their inhabitants would stare if they were told that no mirus exist. In
many again, there is only a single pattadar, or perhaps two or three, and they can exercise the privilege of taking up land
before outsiders exactly as though they were acknowledged mirasidars. This is one thing I referred to in saying that’
mirasi influence mfe.cts non-mirasi villages. oL ' : )
* (d) Further, in mirasi_villages, a3 has already been stated, mirasidars take up more land than they really want, to
" keep away.ouatsiders; and th1s_srachce reduces the extent of available waste, . : _
{#) On the whole I consider the figures only show that there is obstruction to the taking up of waste both in mirasi
and in non-mirasi villages in this district;. e TN ;

)
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the said share in your name, after filing my relinquishment before Government forthwith. The
payments for the lands sold were made as follows :—m - ‘ '

- : ' v R RS.” A. P,
The amount borrowed by me and ancestors from your father on e
' mortgage with possession of the aforesaid share . .. 21,285 2 0 .
~- Amount borrowed by me on a supplemental deed subsequently . _ . :
on mortgage of the same share Cee v o ue 081414 00 T

’ .»u» .‘.i ._ .«a . 4000 0

Amount received this day by me
' St L Total .. 2,000 0 0

Récéiv_éd on three 5ccasioh§. ' :
' & (A true translation,)

- " APPENDIX D. -

Tue Coxprtion or TiE Low Casrrs,

(Brom  The Hindu” of 8rd June 1891)

The philanthropic effdfts,df therChx;istian missionaries  to -iniprove the e(;nditi;)n of fhe low.

castes deserve the warm acknowledgment of the Indian public. - The condition of these castes is
truly miserable. - The H_mdus. do not recognise them as a part of their community and nothing
can be more humiliating and intolerable than the treatment that the Pariahs and other Jow-caste

. people receive from the Hindus of the higher castes. - The Hindu religion has done nothing for-

- to move the Government to interest  iteelf in the condition of the low castes. We most heartily

sympathise with this effort b.}ld hope that it will lead'to good results.  We are, however, doubt-
ful as to anything very practical being done by the Government. . It can, of course, prohibit any

: i%legal ascendancy that the. higher_castes may claim or seek to exerciso over these unfortunate
_ classes. b We are told, for instance, that in the Chingleput. district a system prevails of agrestio
slavery by means of written documents. . In former times the Pariahs used to be transferred along

with the fields to which they were attached ag labourcrs from "owner to owner. That’system -

probably still survives in phmgleput;., But we beliove it is prohibited by law, and the Pariah is
» at .full lgberty to repudiatd any .such. contract. These restraints and others that may be proved to
exist might be removed. : But 1t will be. obviously opposed to. public - policy to do anything in
favour of the Pariahs’ in violation of vested interest. - Like all other classes, the Pariah too must

improve gradually by. acquiring a consciousness of his true position: 'The apathy which charac- - -
terises the whole Indian population characterises the Pariah also. . He has II))eenyaccustomed for -

" ages to be domineered over by his Hindu masters. - He has come to believe that it is his natural
. condition.: He has neither religion nor superstition. -He is. satisfied with the scantiest’ and the
most repulsive food. Of clothing he and his wife have little, The hut he lives in is the most
- miserable apology of a dwellmg:, and is generally overcrowded. He rarely thinks of resenting
the most arrogant treatment he is subjected to, - He willingly performs the most loathsome work
of the village. He now and then seeks an gddition to his carning by pilfering and thieving.
Yet he is very industrious, patient and faithfy], How to produce in the minds of a class like this
. a feeling of dissatisfaction with the present lot and fill them with elevating aspirations, is the
question, --What the Government can do i little- and_can hardly produce the cffect Wo con-

template. Anglo-Indian Government does pot rocognise any. caste distinction.” It treats the:

Pariah just as well as it does the Brahmin. : -But the difference in their social conditi

: ﬂ}e low castes gt great .dxsadvantagq in utilising the facilities for progress place((in:e(;lxtxgill]; Etl:atfg

~ disposal of all ‘classes. ' The one thing that must be done therefore t redeem them from their

- present lot isto give them education, The provisions made- by the State for the spread of
elementary education have not reached these classes. As might be expected the latest educational

report of tho Government records nothing. satisfactory in this direstion. . Op tho other hand, it is

acknowledged {;hat-“’chp agencies and mmeans " available for tho spread of education among the-
* It has already been remarked that the Education Depazt. . 2boriginal and backward races”® are fow and "

ment does not include the Pariahs among theso races, - 5mall, and even where agencies and means are
: . -available, the extreme indifference of  these

races tq instruction and the ayersion thgy dispiay to any change in their modes of life are almost -

. T Y

-

- . . -
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. jnsurmountable barriers' in the way of the schoolmaster.”. We ﬁnderstaﬁd" that in ‘a. memorial

which certain missionary gentlemen have addressed to the Government on the condition of the
Pariahs, special stress is laid on the need for schools intended exclusively for the children of

these classes. We quite approve of this suggestion. Tt is impossible. to  expect caste Hindu "
children and the children of these low classes to study tmgethef-in the samepschool.r N oru(lza:il :

much be expected from the Local Boards. -Not that their ant] athy for the low castes

they manifest any, should be countenanced by the Goverhmentr,) bn{ these Boards have ,ni)lzozlll(:
means to establish special schools for the benefit of these. castes. At the commencement these
special schools will not be self-supporting ; on the other hand they will involve large expenditure
because the attendance will be very small and the fees levied will have to be almost nominal,
What is possible to do to advance education amongst these despised and neglected classes can be
done only by the Government. We have no doubt that any practical suggestion for their ameliors-
tion will receive earnest attention, and the Governmeni will be perfectly justified in showing
special consideration to a class whose condition must be a blot op any civilised social system,

Tue ‘DIsABILITIES OF,,-THE Pariamn,
(From ¢ T/ze‘.H‘hgdu ” :qf lst‘ October 1891 .)

. 'Woe have received a copy of a pamphlet with the abave name, by the Rev. William Goudie,
who read it before the Madras Missionary Conference held in-April last. The name of this

1

missionary gentleman has recently come prominently to public notice on aceount of the interest

he has shown in the condition of the distressed people of - the Chingleput district. Indeed the
active sympathy that these gentlemen are showing to the suffering people in all parts of the

- country deserve the warm acknowledgment of the native community. “And it is in harmony

with this sympathy that they have taken up the difficult question of the regeneration of Pariahs;
Pariahs are by no means a small .community, - there being about five millions of them in this
presidency, which is over one-seventh of the total population. ' That they are the poorest, the

‘most neglected, and the most ill-treated class, there can be no doubt whatever. Some Hindus .

may think that the Pariah has no .right to a better condition -than he is now in; but that this

condition is the most miserable imaginable, the most bigotted Hindu must admit.  If - the - -
regeneration of the Pariahs does not come from the Government, it must come from the Christian =
missionaries. They are too ignorant, too poor, and too degraded to be able to help themselves,

.and the caste Hindus who cannot effect their own regeneration and who believe that the Pariah’s
present lot is what God has created him for, cannot be expected to domuch for him. - The Pariah .

community furnish the largest number of converts to the Christian religion, and the hope of the

ministers of that religion labouring inthis country is planted chiefly in that community. ~ Tt ig - :

natural therefore that the Rev.. William Goudie and gentlemen of his fraternity should cherish

warm sympathy for this class and try to raise them to a higher and more civilized position, *

That the Pariah is not treated with: generosity or strict justice by the higher classes of Hindus

may bo admitted without much positive: evidence. For, human nature has not yet reached that - |

stage of moral development when a powerful and intelligent class will deal impartially with its
weak and ignorant neighbours. But Mr. Goudio gives a number of instances from which one or
two may be quoted here. ‘ : : . -

~ “Here again is a Pariah who has cultivated land withoiit permission and without hindrance -

for nine years” and is in possession of receipts to show that he has regularly paid his taxes.  He

then takes courage and applies for patta.. His application is opposed by a mirasidar'who -
obtains the land, but finally leaves the Pariah in possession. . 8ix years later the Pariah ventures : - -
to apply a second time for' patta, and is opposed this time by n mirasidar from a neighbouring -

village who has no right, and, while the case is pending, the ‘cattle of the mirasidar are driven

into the unreaped field of the Pariah to trample down and graze on his corn. - After a tedious -
caso in court he receives compensation for loss of grain, but patta is given in favour of the - -
mirasidar, and after fifteen years’ occupancy the Pariah is thrown out. This is lawless oppres-
sion, but Pariah has ‘neither the intelligence nor the money to “fight his own battles, and it is

hard for him to obtain justice. : . .

-« Five years ago, in another village, a Christian Parizﬂi appliéd for a piece of waste iand; and: -
~ was opposed by a casteman who obtained the , .ference, but who afterwards sold a portion of the" -
land to the Christian for Rs. 15 and gave a deed of sale; after four years he drives his ploughs

into the field formerly sold and. defies the Christian:to.interfers. The Christian under advice

borrows money and sues-for damages, but he may Probably ruin himself with debt ‘and wait a :

whole year before the case is disposed of.

- % About two years ago, two Pariahs in a neighbouﬁng village applied cach fb;- a.‘pl_;it of waste -
land. Both applications were opposed by mirasidars and .lost. In both cases the. suocessful . .
mirasidars came to the Parinhs and said: ¢TLook here now, we have- got this land, but we don’t -

want it, we will sell it to you for Rs. 50 each.” The Pariahs reply that they have no money,

¢ Never mind,’ say the mirasidars, ‘we will send you the money and you can pay us at your

convenience, the interest will only be 7 per gent. per mensem.’. The Pariahs do not see the mad-
ness of the proposal and close with the offer. - They at once become: debtors, and do what they

will, cannot pay the interest of the so-called loan, Oneof these men, after giving year after year

all that he could, %.e., a large share of his crops, to meet his debt, has just signed a fresh bond for

A
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Rs. 150 still béaﬁhg’intereét at six per Gonit. per mensem. By and by the creditor will seize and

sell both the land in question, and any other property that the man has, to meet what will be

called a bond fide obligation.” . L : : -

- Against these wrongs, Mr. Goudie says, the Pariahs have pratically no remedy. ¢ The present
state of the law either upholds the mirasidar'in excluding him from all occupancy of -the soil or
fails to take cognizance of illegal influences used to that end.”- The Pariah has at present little,

or no cha.ncg of justice. He is too poor to resort to our courts; and even if he manages to do so
by mortgaging his personal property, if he has any, or 'his personal freedom, the caste mirasidar
by his superior resources wins over the Pariah’s witnesses and his vakil. It is also quite true, as
Mr. Goudie says, that the Pariah suitor can be so badgered owing to his ignorance and simplicity
as to fall into self-contradictions which lead to the ruin of his case. Against the judicial officers

in the districts, Mr. Goudie brings a serious charge which we are unwilling to believe. " These

officers are said to make the Pariah give evidence from outside the court and through the medium
of peons. Moreover, Mr. Goudie says, the argumentum ad hominem'is from bench and counsel

- almost invariably used against him. ~ Should any judicial officer be found guilty of such wrong
procedure, we hope the Government *will call upon him to justify himself. These disabilities of
the P.a_na.hs are, however, more or less well :known to exist: and the more practical part of the
question is therefore the remedy that can be adopted to remove these disabilities.” Mr. Goudie
does not hope that private efforts will avail much and thinks that the Gevernment must interfere.
He suggests that a commission of inquiry should be appointed to investigate into the whole matter.

+ “ We have departments for the protection of forests,” says Mr. Goudie with apparent feeling, “ for
. the protection of wild beasts, and even for improving the breed of country cattle. - It should not,
_ therefore, be t}_lought an unreasonable thing were we to ask for a new department, a department
for the protection of the Pariahs and other out-caste classes.” - Mr. Goudie points out in conclusion
the improvements to which the labours of such a commission or department should lead. In the
first place, the law and recognition of mirasi; right should -be wholly abolished and every facility
given to the Pariahs and- other out-caste people to take up waste lands. The chary nattam or

~ the Pariah quarter of the village should be declared to be the exclusive property of the Pariah
remglents. -A law should be passed to regulate the transactions between the mirasidar and the
Pariah tenant. - The mortgaging of persons for money received must be regulated. if not abolished.

- More should be dong ‘by the Government for the education of the Pariahs than is being done at
- present.  Mr. Goudie also suggests that the social customs of the Pariahs should be studied by
' vth_e ofﬁcm.ls and recorded.’ There is nothing binding in a Pariah’s marriage, men changing their
- wivesand wives changing their husbands according to their fancy, and Mr. Goudie thinks it
- should be easy for Government to determine what constitutes marriage among this people and
- establish some law that would restrict and regulate divorce. There is little that is revolutionary
] ;Iﬁ thes%ﬁro_posals_ pf Mr. undie’s,_ and we fully share in the generous sympathy that actuates
theieﬂ(; 1si:nm friends of this de_splsqd and degraded class.  'We have repeatedly acknowledged

’ chir o'e ot of ctmr out-castes reflects little credit on-the Hindu religion or civilization ; and, while
Bin Nag:eccolﬁn_ ?_'men neglect and ill-treat them, it is inevitable that they should gradually join
: five Tistian community and cherish no great regard for the Hindus who kept them under
»saver}t'v or several centuries, The_ mass, of the Hindu community will, of course, oppose the
a:esen nllsslgnafy movement to raise the position of the Pariahs. They will oppose it, because

| beza?;);’i?l:ﬁeir‘?;;l%ﬁ;r& glleué ﬁ){eignt posititgn in %etag;a(riian systen;l of the country and also

¢ e Christian ministers. . w » i
- can help sympathising with the movement!f1 mls. ° . 'é 0. m?t se?ﬂ v ,any(edxtxcated Hindu

. Resolution—dated 19th August 1892, No. 584-A.

Preliminary remarks,—In March- 1891, when reporting on the state of the
‘season in parts of the Chingleput djstrict which had suffered from' failure of the
usual Taing, Mkr. Treme:nl}eere remarked that he had met some 60 or 70 Pariahs of
‘the village of Senneri, in the Chingleput taluk, ¢ whose condition, though none
~except habitual beggars were in present and actual want of food, would (he thought)
" have moved a_heart of stone,” and . added that, as a class, “a large proportion of

~them (the Pariahs) are always badly nourished; clad, if at all, in the vilest of rags,
~eaten up with leprosy or other horrible diseases, hutted together like pigs, untaught,
uncarfzd for, and unpltledz” and that ¢ the day cannot be far distant when the public
- conscience of England, .if :not of India, will wake up to the condition of these
unhappy wretches and to the casy means of ameliorating it.” =~ . 7
o In submitting this report to Government the Board, in its. Proceedines. No.
_':132, dated 10th March 1891,"observed that ‘“ any measures ‘which the Collecto{;" could
‘suggest for the: amelioration of the’ condition of these poor people should have the
fullest and most-careful consideration,” and Government, in para. 3 of its order,

~

P S -~ 2

-y

—ary

‘the further detailed report submitted by, Mr. Tremenheere. . °
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No. 212, dated 17th -March 1891, desired ‘,to_ha_v‘e a special repprié as to the easy
means of amelioration referred to by the Collector, . .~~~ . =~ " =~

. 9. The note received with the letter read at the head of’ h1s p:faiper cqntéiris ‘

8. The note opens with «quotations from the Madras Manual of Administration

“in which the Pariahs of this Presidency are referred to asa community of hereditary
" glaves whom the British Government has freed from a state of bondage and -its
‘concomitant legal disabilities, though they ‘‘still remain at a low depth: of social

degradation” ; and from the Hindu newspaper of the 7th August 1891, in which
the Pariah is described as one”whom the leading classes have done their best to
degrade.and sink, keeping him outside the pale of Hindu society, and- exacting

" from him the meanest and most repulsive work, while the Hindu religion recognized
“no provision for their spiritual needs, and their industrial system allotted to them

no particular industry ; vide paras. 2 and 3 of the note. In Appendix D to his note,

Mr. Tremenheere gives an extract from the same newspaper of the. 1st October, in
" which theé Pariah is' described as belonging to ‘“the poorest, the most neglected

and the most ill-treated class . . . too ignorant, too poor, too degraded to be able to
help himself” After giving some further quotations dealing with the present
unsatisfactory position of this class, taken from the reports of Mr. LeeWarner,
Collector of Chingleput, and from Mr. Mullaly, the Sub-Collector (written between

'1888 and’ 1890), he ‘proceeds to describe-the difficulties under which the Pariah .

labours in common with all non-mirasidars in his endeavour to obtain lands for

_cultivation in the Chingleput district owing to its peculiar land tenure (the mirasi
“tenure), and to discuss the difficulties ‘incidental to the Pariah’s position as a ryot

under a zamindar or. as holding land under’a ryot, owing to the unsatisfactory
condition of the law of landlord and tenant in this Presidency. He describes the

‘mirasi system at some length, and shows the steps which, in his opinion, should

be taken to do,away with the disadvantages which it imposes on would-be culti-

- vators.. He proposes modifications of the law of landlord and tenant with a view to

place the tenant on a fairer footing.” He refers to the disabilities which the Pariah
suffers in being liable to be turned ‘out of his house at the will-of his landlord ; to
‘the undue facilities for drink placed in his ,vsfa{)by the multiplication of drink:shops;
to the backwardness of education among the Pariahs due to the refusal of the caste
people to associate with them, and to their. consequent practical exclusion from the
‘ordinary public schools, and he suggests- certain measures for the amelioration of

~ the condition of the Pariah, the effect of ‘which he anticipates would be (para.

“to remove the obstacles existing in practice to their acquisition of land ;
to free their homes from tyrannous claims; . .~ - - :
to free their labour from semi-servile conditions;
to educate their children. .. - .- - : T : :
The suggested improvements are briefly : (1) to enable the Pariahs to obtain
lands in Government villages by amending the darkhast (land application) rules

throughout the Presidency generally so as to do away with the preferential claim of
" the pattadars of the villages over mere residents thereof ;-and by so amending the

rules in mirasi villages as to require the preferential rights of mirasidars to -be
exercised once for all, or in the first month of each year; or by doing away with

" them once for all ‘by allowing the mirasidars a fee on all waste lands taken up by
" non-mirasidars; (2) to establish Pariah settlements in the waste lands or in the

forest reserves, and to grant land on easy terms, the State digging irrigation wells

‘to be paid for in instalments; (3) to improve their condition as.tenants in -zamin-

daris and as sub-tenants whether' in' zamindari or' Government. villages by an

' ~amendment of the law of landlord and tenant; (4) to relieve the Pariah labourer

‘from his state of semi-servility by recasting the Breach of Contract Act (XIIL of
1859); (5) to secure for the Pariahs the right of ownership of their house-sites

' which is now claimed by the mirasidars; (6) to encourage Statefassisted.emigration;
| (72 to discourage waste of money in drink by reducing the number of liquor-shops ;

e

to organise a’ compnehppsive system of State education for Paljiahs ;.and (9) to
improve the sanitary condition of Pariah villages.” ~ »- - - 1
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,;’.: -4.-Pariah pdpulé.tibp of the Presidenéj as a whole v:;nd -of the district.of
Chingleput.—The following table shows the number -of Pariahs and other low

. castes in each district of -the Presidency according, to the census of 1891. The
figures are, however, subject to correction, the figures of the census not yet being
- officially published:— " - . T o T T RS

Sl e Lo NI T - Total -
i '_VN&B‘IO_O.f'dl‘S't?lC;t, Lo ~ Males. i Fex‘n.'.ile‘s. . populaton. -
. < A B .
. G:_m_]am Coes Ces e el .| - . 80,398 ., 83,631 | - 64,0290 | o .o
Vlzagapa_).tp.}n T 98,833 -], 101,846 200,679 | .- ’
o Gedavari T L L0 e LT g0 454 [T 949,258 | - 491712
*. | Kistna Cee e lee e ot 17,524 | 166,473 | . (337,997
Nellore . "+, = ,, ., o 137,958 |~ 133,215 271,173 -
Rurnool .~ . - .o ", . b ThTi9s8 56,014 113,972
Bellary = o w0 a0t L asane | 480537 97,011
.-l Anantapur - ,, ., - e ae o001 48,839 47,593 ", 96,432
) (Pa}udd{':pah . e ee . ae . 87,774 84,392 - 172,166
orth Areot ,. . 7 0 -198,164 | . 196,931 | - 395,005
Chingleput = i, . -, v o e 167,115 . 163,450 | - 310,565
glacgfs e e el L - 30,750 . 31,878 . 62,628
.| South Areot ., v W tae T L1 290,015 |- 292,959 . 582,974
%}lpqre TR e T oae ) 272,089 |7 295,632 | 867,721
M(ci opely <o o' L. . Tl Tsolsoo 85,738 166,238
ladura -, 0 0 oo 102,964 | .- 112,185 " 215,149
go{u;%villy s ek ] 64,306 71,769 . 136,075
SoeadBtore et e 0 124,168 | 128,372 252,535
kmez}:_~ e Tae L 116,598 0| 0 121,714 | 2380312
) hhgllf;s cee e e b 8,038 6,382 | = - 14,420
i :h r o Ted el ] o 125,868 | 184,730 260,598
outh Canara ., ;. ;o [ el -52,416 | ;. 62,189 | - - 114,603
- Total 1 2,547,198 | -2,614,888 | 5,162,086

It -will bo seen that thetotal Pariah and low caste population of the.whole
‘Presidency is now: presumably not less than'6:16 - millions. - Compared ‘with .the
-population of this class as returned .in the census - of 1881, there is thus an increase
0f7750,000 or 17 per cent. The Pariah population of Chingleput. is 810,565 or
— . 2731 per cent. of the total population

~of the district and 6-3 per cent. of the

ST e e e total Pariah population of the Presidency.
D —— —. 'Tho proposals of Mr. Tremenheere deal
ocmes 1t | 121610 122970 | 1s7,ns - with the district of Chingleput only, and

Females - ,, - .. : : . . e e
A 116,665 | 120827 | 153,450 . the Board will, in its remarks, . confine

itself to dealing with that district. . The
-Board ‘has, however, no reason to sup-
Cyea e e o o o o o——  pose that the condition of the Pariahs of
-Chingleput differs materially:from their condition’ elsewhere, and any measures

Total .| 238,824 | 243,507 | 310,505

.taken for the:relief of -the Pariahs of Chingleput must be extended to the whole

.Presidency. . . - - S -

. 9. Their condition previous to the advent of British rule and their present
-condltign.—Prevmps to the advent of tho British rule the condition of a portion of

the Parlahvclqsses.;n'jche_Cllingleput_disti*ict was -practically that of predial slaves ;

theyi were bought:and. sold with the land ; but the:researches of Mr. Place and
--others at.the end _of the last-and the ‘beginning of ‘the present century show that
“-even then the Pariah lahourer was always treated with great consideration by the

;nﬁ'amdars:‘, “In para. 36 of his: report dated 6th October 1795,-Mr. Place wrote as
CROMlows it . o o T
.+ - ““There is a peculiarity in the mutual conduct of cultivators and their servants
- partaking. with ‘regard- to the latter hoth of bondage and freedom, which deserves
to be noticed. - The servant engages in- the service of- a cultivator at the beginnin
of the year, on the customary ‘ferms of the village to which he is conciliated, and

~-binds himself by :the acceptance of betel, -unless in those .cases which I beforo .-

: hoticefl_as in.ducipg one. party to d_emandv and the other to grant exorbitant terms,
‘and his servitude expires with the year,. during which it seldom happens that he
is guilty. of desertion if: those terms.are faithfully.ohserved towards him, Many

.from good treatment acquire an attachment to their masters whom no inducement -

almost could prevail with them to.desert ; yet the ceremony. of withdrawing
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themselves at the'end of the year'and recontracting for their.labours is invariably
renewed ; for the disposition of each party towards the other is so well understood, -
that this retirement 18 never further than the adjoining village, and if, under such -
disposition, one ‘should ot allow a reasonable time or the other refrain to offera .
renewal of the contract within that time, the complaint would be equally heavy ;
-thus long residence creates attachment and a kind -of inherent right, which it is
‘for the interest:of both not to violate and in fact perpetuates a servitude which is_
reconciled to the bare forms of freedom with but few of its privileges. - There are” -
some servants who are considered altogether slaves attached to the soil and are -

transfeired with it from one purchaser to another, entitled however to all - the

privileges of the former class. Whence this distinction arises and what may be its

intrinsic nature will be the subject of future inquiry.” -~

6. Mr. Ellis, who was Collector of the district from 1810 fo 1819; gl‘s’o vffofe_:
¢ a custom prevails ‘among the slave castes in' Tondeimandalam, especially in the
neighbourhood “of Madras, which may be considered as’a periodical assértion of:.

‘independence.. At the close of the Tamil month ¢Auni,” with which the revenue

year ends, and the cultivation of the ensuing year ought to commence, the whole

of the slaves strike worlk; collect in bodies outside of the villages, and so remain
unfil ‘théir masters, by promising to continue their privileges, by solicitations,

presents of betel and other genfle means, induce them to return.  The slaves on
these’ occasions, however well ‘treated they may have-been, complain of various
grievances,- real and imaginary, and threaten a general desertion ; this threat,
however, they never carry into execution, but after the usual time, everything

~ having been conducted according to mar‘ﬁul, return quietly to their labours.” .

. Referring to this passage Mr. Crole, in his Manual of the Chingleput District,
remarks as follows :—¢ The- above is a description of slavery under its mildest and -

‘most benignant aspect. - An institution from which the mind revolts, owing to the

horrors and ‘degradation’ incidental toit in: other and modern countries, is here ~
presented sq as to_contrast favourably with: the- state of ‘conquered .peoples, even

when nominally freé, elsewhere. . It is not astonishing, therefore, that without any

formal act of emancipation, the British administration has been.able to work a -
silent revolution, Whic{;,' while it hasleft the proper relations between the cultivating

i

class and:their farm servants undisturbed, has made the latter as free.as any other
class of ‘Her Majesty’s subjects.”; Dr. Cornish in his census report of 1871.(page
'170)- remarked :—‘‘ As regards their occupations the despised racé of Pariahs do
not now materially differ from any other class of the community.” :

7. In para. 4, Mr. Tremenheere quotes the opinion of Mr. LeeWarnér that
- ‘“a large proportion of the population lives from hand to mouth, is badly housed; ill
‘clothed, and compelled to'be satisfied' with a’'nutriment far below the’ sufficiency -
diet agreed upon-by doctors as a necessity of life.” The Board, however, when
~ reviewing Mr. LeeWarner’s report, was of opinion that the picture was overdrawn .

“ and was hardly borne - out by the reports on which-it .was .based. -The Deputy

Collector of Tiruvallir, while stating that the condition of the lower agricultural

classes generally was anything but encouraging, admitted that their general appear-
ance was ‘“fairly good,” that they seem to * be quite reconciled to their lot and not
anxious 'in any way to improve their condition, notwithstanding the fact of their
nearness to the metropolis, which affords ample scope for high-priced labour 7 ; and

in another report furnished to the Collector by the Rev. Mr. Andrew, the Pariahs,
though they were said to be ¢ in a wretched condition,” were described as ‘ being.

hardworking and muscular.”:: In the face of these facts the Board found it difficult

to believe that they suffered under any actual insufficiericy of food.. -©On a previous.
" occasion, when reporting on -the condition of the poorer.classes of the population,

Mr. LeeWarner expressed similar views on the subject, but they were rejected by
Government as being opposed to the testimony of -the Hon. Mr. Price, who had

- been Collector. of the district for several years and who was of opinion that the

-

_condition .of - the people was' far from unsatisfactory. and. that it had improved

in"a marked degree within the past ten years.: .The Board, as at present con- =

stituted,- sees no: reason to differ from the -conclusions -then arrived at..The

L ’ N o T L - - 9
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% From the authorities T have conisultéd ‘on this and other éas'ééfwmchhhtfé .éo'm"e before the .

conditions of life of .the Pariah, like those of: most labourers in-every-country, are - N ~ court, L hold that the mirasidars have, in this part of the Presidency,

bles them to dispose of .tho oc ! the Tinde. sebioneny n tho fothy
e . ‘ - 4 ; . 4 . andthat property enables them to dispose of .the occupancy o o lands, subject of ‘conrse to the "
har.d, anqr owing tothllso“{’:? hab1t§ ,Of gerifm-l ,}u’ncleanness andl tq the squalor in _ e . : pagmeﬁt%f feveiue,_and that this prcﬁ)erty, 1s not ,necgssarﬁy lost by non’-payi]nent of revenue; “I.-
which he is content to 1ve, they are, 1n thev ariall’s case, ReCUhar. y unIOquy » but he . . : "~ " need not refer to any further authority than. the replies -made by Mr. Ellis and Mr, Sankariah, .
“has enough to eat, and it.is, in.the Board’s opinion, exceptional to find him not well o : - who was for many ‘years serishtadar inthe Hugzur Cutcherry of Madras. = Mr. Ellis was of opinion ™
“nourished: *His hut'is mean, and the surrouridings of his village generally squalid, ., =~ - . _ " that mirasi right, wherever it exists, certainly’. extends ‘to waste. - He distinguished between .
. and ‘his clothes are few and dirty, but clothos ‘are little needed in’an Indian chmate,” - { . ciltivablo waste and immemorial waste—he considered they had.the former, as they held the tax-
- and the hut is but little ysed save at nights; an improvement in their habits and. IR fﬁying fﬁnﬁl"é t&zvﬁlagf'g;%ﬁﬁ;ght;ggévggedlﬁig;éet.lt;:(bu.fﬁﬂ;f?m the hmmemoraa{iwastez:»
Deteiand ep s ¢V, BAVE ; Y L - ou ey ha g k) ing (which is generally ‘regarded as an
) thelllll‘ n 1?de of hlf N Wﬁu? ?mée ;.gv_e ntl:la]ly ) butlt n?“s,t;.‘?_o me by SIOW,fkigrges’; as -th9 s S indic%.tion of ownership), they had n‘f right of cultivatio);z agr;d could no% break ip'pisturage, nor .- - -
Test It o example and. o1 e uLat}on. T e PR AL S -+ cut down productive trees, such as palmyra and ¢ocoanuts, Mr. Ellis’ opinion as to’ immemorial-
A I R R TSR C R T e waste would probably have been ‘more accurate if he had confined: it to waste adjoining mirasi-,
8. Mgram systg;q.—ln sections IV.‘, V., anfl X1V, of his note, Mr.. Trenienheere. . - e lands “over which the mirasidars had such qualified rights a are not '_un'commonlyenjoyed_. by.the .
- gives a brief explanation-of the mirasj system and'its effécts, both on the prosperity : " .} ownersof village lands adjoining immemorial pasture or woodlands,” = - T T
" of the district generally and on the economio condition of the Pariahs. - - .. . - - ‘ -, *“Mr. Sankariah was of opinion that the mirasidars were entitled to all waste lands included
o e T e TR AR ' BPRERY SR in the‘,gmmatarar(xil_gr reglfs’gex.' of ’d;e lands of the _ytﬂ}age,,and‘he fx}rlxentionedrthatl,l when tge
0. Breflv. the custar en el U tese s s . : . - - Government was desirous of giving to an one 11 Tent-iree tenure either a mirasi village or the -
S0 Bneﬂy y; the sy stem, as 1t at present* exists, rests. on the;‘c]alms. of the oo “waste lands or any extent of 1%g"rom{fd Withyl;l'the limits of the village, the value of the prgpriétary *
I SR Do i omirasidars to all the waste lands in th_e_ll‘“ L ; - right therein was ascertained and paid to the mirasidar, and that if the proprietary right was not
. * The mirasidars’ formerly claimed .and - en- ~-village and to the levy of swatantram or. . o - 80 purchased, the holder of the-grant was entitled only to the Government revenue. He added - -
'J?yﬁgtm&}ini more xjxgltlts anfd pr;vﬂeg.es, i,f,, - fees from payakaris ‘or _ non-mirasidars . o 3} that the sa}}e}a co(tlxld not b? ‘mzlid: vi«.?ith‘out th: vc?ns&;lf} <if ,téle miras%ldar, who was at liberty to refuse
- T1ght to fisheries, pasture, forests, minerals, oy, oo b g o For enltivation ’ . o price offered, or to stipulate for a grant of other lan s in exchange, . . T
s, but, these hm?e a1l boon sbolil o o ‘who may take up land for cultivation. o : . thep ’ P gr 8

) ) hiba i) ' SN -t .. - _z=*Mr. Ellis reported that mirasi right had always been, and was.when hé.ﬁofe' saleable in”
- hlz:.ve gradgézllyddﬁsagpearefdt.with ; t}};e; ;Feli:rs é((:alt?lg:nggf igilx{egez%gtn:ie(islyﬁtgg ' , . Madras, that sud;alsaélefgenerfagfr,nwas mzideﬁ)tf._a ﬂc;;rtain;ha’re, in -~tl218‘vi11211ge ';’ but salés of plots
(- onanges produced by. flux of time and -the':: € Ou AO(L=(O ' - were also made of plots free bf the mirasi right—irasi Papers. L 206—207.7 o it

_eltered conditions of the country.” - . . (vide G.0., dated 15th February 1876, L REEO DR BT T O Taperss oy, 205~ '

© (Pages 215 and" 301 of - the *District < No: 221), and, after full consultation with =~ = - - 1 B :=10.- It is impossible at the present day to question the rights of the mirasidars..

' Mt_!_nua%-) P the mirasidars, a manorial fee (swatan-. - - R - . Itisaltogether unnecessary. to consider whether the ‘survival of these mirasi claims.
T stram);, fixed at an average rate of annas 2 : ' DR R is due, as remarked by Mr. ‘.Tremenhe_e;'e n. paras;, 110. and 111, to the con- .
on every ‘rupee'of Government 'a'ssess‘,mé'nt,‘ was declared to.-bo leviable_by. the . - T - servative ‘effects of .th,e;]deCISIOnS;of,‘the,_l}lgyor’sj Court of Madragin.the:latterﬁi- :
mirasidars not only on every field lying waste in each village, but also on all lands - .t - | half of'the‘last’ century when the British: ferritory ‘was confined to Madras and :

~ now-held by the mirasidars themselves: and included in their pattas, should-such - - ' -

: dars’ themselveg . its neighbourhood, or'to ‘the researches’ of Mr. Place. in the- last decade of the . .
lands - be* subsequently - relinquished -and" taken_ up by a non-mirasidar. . The fee.

. , - century, or to the fact: that'the introduction of the ryotwari system about 1816 was - -
claimable on each fiel was duly. entered in the setilement registers against every & entrusted to Mr. H.'J. Ellis, “a distinguished and fond student of ancient tenures
field Liable to it. "Theonly lands against which fees were notentered were those . - - - and author of a ‘treatise on mirasi _and..upqn _Who_,m «and his Brahmin Native. -
which had already been obtained by strangers and which ivere held under lease or - - | SR Assistant ¢ the Courts have leaned in ‘their interprefations. of .the Jaw?. without
patta from Government. " The absolute right of the mirasidars in the waste lands | N perhaps giving sufficient weight to the_consideration that for.different reasons the -

- of - their villages - was finally settled - by. the *courts in’ 1883 when the Government™. = - i1 antiquarian and .thve,Brah'mjn._were both extremists,” . As forciblyremarked‘by, the
: Wasjcompqlle(_i-‘by' ‘the 'Higl_x"quijt_toip"y compensation to the mirasidars of tho . o LT Board (Board’s Proceedings; dated 1st Ap'r’il_~1874," No. 754, para. 8, Board’s Pro- - .
Vyasarpadi- village, ‘near Perambiir, for waste lands. taken up for public purposes. : |- - ceedings, dated 25th May 1875, No. 1415)," “ the system is strongly rooted in law ©
.~ . Sir Charles Turnler’s‘. Judgmept is given'in Board’s Procecdings, (E)a'téd 14th June : T and immemorial custom,” ‘It is there and must be regarded in many respects neither
~ 1883, No. 1725, and is extracted below ;" "7 p e BT e . more nor, less than a ‘great Qut necessary evil.” Tt is.of great'antiquity,” #is .
o 2 a7 sl fo mo it tho it mure of Mo Ghivglpe wnt | . ey e o existed witl moro or less vitality “ iotwithsisnding -
Tanjore " originally differed littlo . from ‘the , zomindari .tenure,. which obtains - generally 'in = - . .} .. mmany years of persistent efforts foerush it -~ ot T L e
Northern India. - In the' disturbances which preceded the introduction of British rule, the rights .. - o ' R R R o, oees e T e T
of mirasidars, though to a certain extent recognised, were not “always respected, and when , .+ 11; DifRculties in the way of outsiders:acquiring lands in mirasi villages -
- inquiries were made with a view of ascertainip precisely the incidents of, the tenure, the replies S G as compared with non-mirasi villages,—In'a despatch dated J uly“1841; the Court "’
‘ received, .though agreeing in many principal: features, differed in details; - Nothing ‘was done to : » o s T of Directors ordered that the preferential
- securse either an accurate record of the rights:of the mirasidars in ‘each village*as was attempted, " o ~ - ‘. . -Paras. 13—15 and 20—22, ~tenl elaims of the mir idars to take up arable
" if not effected, .in Northem,India on the oceasion of settlement, nor was any gencral rule intro- ‘ , o R R R E A k R ! 1 Ins of the mirasidars to take up ?Lra e_.
duced to remove -the uncertainty in which the ,inquiries instituted by the Government had left - - R A waste as against paya ars or str angers shou f,l.b?l_nvanably respeeted.. .In"1869, ,
* the matter, o - PR TP e, L _ specml'darkhast_'mleq (or.‘ rules governing apphcatlpns for land for gu_Itlvatan). were:. .
-~ * The: introduction” of a'revenue systom which roquired - payment. of revenue for cultivated - S R prescribed for the Chingleput district in which this preferential claim was distinetly -
lands and enabled the: person “accepting an engagemient to relinquish that engagement in respect . £% recognized—Board’s Proceedings,  dated 22nd April 1869, No. 2710. In1887; a *
‘})f any Pfarﬁ Olftsthe_l"'m?? he hf‘d-‘fl?hﬁr, 110 “Means or no inclination ‘to cultivate added to the con- - S - proposal was.made to assimildte these special ‘rules to those of other districts in
8101 01 11 . EE P N -"*_,g":,;;",’uf N P AR S I , . " . - “ - . . . . N - - . o TN o -
.u_“ X 0110%11195593' oonstantly ocourring .wis the- right of the mirasidar to wastes" Tho better :. *. -t - whieh mga.(s)lv r(ligltltfi‘~ gli(;tn 8t tg%cg.gilésge'}i "41\}?‘3(;lf égg;gl:pmg%t.‘de%ne%,t Q;anctl?ir'l”thf
- opinion appeared to be that he had a right to the waste, even though he paid . no-revenue for it, - - S § : ~ change (G.0;, dated 21. o " ";""T.} v fpoorang Doard's Troceedings, -,
I g Gormmgoitivato. what was_aultivablo o to provids for its ouliimtiew by . - ~ dated 21st Septomber, 1887, No..588)." The chief point.of differenco: between, -
paikaries, the Government might issue pattas to strangers for its cultivation, . - .7 R I these speclalt'I‘UICS,QHdt,h_oso prescribed for Otll‘er districts, :‘apart‘fron} the fﬂ(}f? 'tha(; o
.. “Then resulted a"long struggle between the mirasidars and the Government, the former ., - ... anyland in Chingleput -obtained - by a non-mirasidar must pay two annas in' the' .
unable to cultivate and unwilling to pay assessment on such of tho land over which they claimed . . B fupéé of ‘assessment as a manorial fee to the mirasidars, isthat,;ir_iamirzisi;villagés',‘ o
f g};ts"ax}d’ O&Zhiﬁizﬁri?gﬁd&zzsﬁ?ﬁg eélt?ltmld.“‘t’zgg ‘.’Ifl str&ngeg‘lsi." f‘illllen p_at,t“.?iwexg granted " * .. ’ R the mirasidars have preference over all- comers, while in non-mirasi villages, the . . -
o strangers, _ b C or los 1n some villages the mirasidar . . o . - P CEa i anlis : g
in obtaiﬁixig from the ryots introduced bngovemment Tecognition of{;their interest instﬁzc,?fﬁdﬁf, R _ - . preference 1s confined fo those W}_uz own land_s adjg_ll{l_ng t_ho§e applied for? and-to *
thepny}nentOfsman(ceS{SGS: R , o L. S T SR : : o - : ) ' . ‘ o
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A giltt'clillgﬂ:; ﬁ;’ﬁ: ,tu%;e precedence over those who do not hold lands; - As, however
in{ 'vi(‘ini% A fy of (t:gses 1 waste lands fit for cultivation are to be found gt’arierall in
Mandhol der)sr' ol te¥1s_(11ng oldings and as the term pattadar hasbeen held to incly;de

o ractica?oﬁrezl Enfi’m the village (G0, No. 260, dated 26th February 1884)
s thg aalie ineb ei?h of the two sets of rules in:excluding outsiders or hon-pattadaré
sdincont Tandh ‘(id case(si.: Whatever the mirasidars can do in a mirasi village, the -
villaco. and ito' fgﬁ..af‘ g the pattadar can.do, with equal effect, in & non-mirasi
Chingrr Myl follows, 'therefore, :that' the "Pariah’ sub-,tenant’ or .labourer in -

" any ‘gfegtex’- disadva 'tt’o' rise o the position of a landholder, can hardly be under

- dency. Mr. Tregggl‘lages thi{g his co-labourer in any other district of the Presi-

pattadars’ ivileoe i eere holds (parar.-'15) that -in non-mirasi villages ¢ the mere

" one of loﬁr?st?iri d%n;S r‘?iYPCfllll?_le by the State at will.”  The privilege, however, is

oppositi on. lgrévioa afi_ 115 lghly valued, and its abolition  would meet with grz;Ve

o i us to 1864, when' the mirasidars generally managed to obtain
this priviloge andortl Ong pretext or another,‘ they were able to make great use of

applind oo IR 0 shut out the. payakaris by taking up. whatever land the

- apphed "o 1,1 heere’sy retsortlng to “numerous devices,” as described in para. 23 o};

 thon the ale oes note, to escape payment of the Government dues, but * since

e 8 ! dpayment for lands taken up and retained in the pz’itta has been ..

y applied, so that the payakari has now a chance of obtaining what he

- wants and the old dog-in-the-manger system has received a well deserved blow.” -

o, oy 674 by M, By, the Discorf Rerene
posment, In, eport. on th ement of the Chingleput district, i
ad ‘been’ previously: Collector. * In the peragraph from %vh?ch t}ise I;l(;’gvzf ;1}(1)1’3&23

 Is taken; Mr. Banbury further stated : « Practically by the present procedure no

harm 1 . R S .
, ,takinglisx pdff)lileew;;{r ;Llfevlillr‘z:iadar or soi disant mirasidar. gets the first opportunity of
“pays Sh 1o asto en flred for, and. thus his rights are maintained, provided he
roento by i donul]'e' new occupation ; the Government.obtains enhanced
thoin holdi}; oo a§<131 cultivation, and' the payakaris get a chance of extending
payakaris I fve " ? 33':5,0."}‘91' than their own. " The payment of fees which the
‘sub-tenants is k.dfg eed to pay or will hereafter. agree to pay to mirasidars as their
" as matters no’ A 99(;rse,-reqogmsed ‘by. the.courts, and the practic'e-continues but
. as matters now stand, vthrere ‘ls_no bar, as heretofore, to the cultivation of Waste,.” '

. 12. Extent of lands, acquired by.non-mirasidars.—Since the date of Mr.

B ; : acquired | _
anbury’s report-and the introduction of ‘the new settlement between 1876-78, =

g:lglgglgglllltclféstllls 1(:'zlllaims of the mirasidars ‘to swatantrams or fees were conceded
hough not porha) s"te \txiayof outmd_e_rsacqui_ring lands *have further diminished.
" away  lar g oi't%o' o f}eh(?li_tent-an§lcipated._ The great famine of 1876-78 swepi’:
o could'% otpbe é(ﬁlo t"tde population, and it was'also found that the mirasidars
008 could not e ¢ ?q:e 1: except by resox:]t ’30 the civil courts.- Nevertheless, Mr
. Board’s. Proceedings, dated “98th Senfor . Johnson was able to-report in 1887 th t.‘-'
.. 1887,No. 588, -~ . - .- Sept??be‘? «in the_adthree lyears prelt):eding, the noanZ
- L e . mirasidar took up nearly half an acre of -
i,gggﬂg;{gr{;ggrag?ggged‘ to the mirasidar, which 'means? that ir): the 'th';leg ?:agﬁ
ol o oy assizmd ?1) the non-mirasidars got about 11,200 acres, out of the -
rea newly assig 9 uring Atho.penod; -If similar results have been obtained

- par 'I:‘g:ilt}:xllt;fxt e .‘T{{:ﬁl extont -in the next five years—and there is no
et gy T sl reason -to-balieve that thoy have not
R 123? Vo w1400 . been—an additional area of about 21,300
1295 .07l 10664 | 129 o oipie - acres must have been taken up by non-
<5381 . | 1300 - ‘::-.,lg:%gi ..... .ggramdars, making a fotal of nearly

e T ::+.82,500 acres for the eight years ending

N . T e, '»"‘18.90-,91; It is clear, therefore, that the
~ bar to the acquisition of land bynonmuaslffﬁf:‘ Pr1V1lege is o very efféctual

- Tt is important to.réalise- in this ¢onnection that the fnil-'as'idai‘s are not largs .
ge

: ‘.]'a'ndhddefs'retaining huge’estates which it is i i
. - : s impossible for them- '
cultivate. On the contrary, the average hOlding,pis small,;the,_tlgtalf.errfggﬂg ff}:
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holdings in fasli 1300 (1890—91) being 92,656. and the average area of each holding.
only 67 acres. .- " oo ST e

713: -Extent of lands acquired by,Pafiahs.QﬁGW’mﬁch df the 'acf‘eagé référréd .

to above has fallen to the lot of the Pariahs it is not possible to say, though the extent

is doubtless -small. - In para.-28: of ‘his ‘note; Mr. Tremenheere states that, in the
whole-district, they hold only 14,500 acres, but there are no means of verifying the
figures in this office.-- An examination of the original returns of [Tahsildars obtained.
from the Collector’s office shows, however, that in numerous villages the Pariahs
hold some plot of land on patta, and that ‘the aggregate number of such pattas in
ryotwari villages is about 6,800, with an average of 2:15 acres per holding. This
i3 exclusive of inam lands held by them,.for which. information is wanting, except
for three taluks, in which the inam.area amounts.{o over 3,700 acres held by

1,378 Pariahs." Particulars of the extent held in each taluk are given below:—

" .. . Extentof lands held by Pariahs.

ATEER
S4 | B4 — -
wio | Fa ‘Government land. "¢ :
R Ca 1348 . . ; . . L
B FEL |71 — . ra — . *. Inam land. -,
_ Taluks, g | 9RE nnon-mirasi | In mirgei villages. | .- . Total .« | - ., .l
. ) =i T3 villages. . ‘ IOV
. £ 8 sag ~ i :
’ FEIBES | No.of |pepins | No.of |g No. of | weie | No. of | pasent:
25 | 5% R | noldings. | X2t | holdings. | 5X!°" | noldings Estent. h 1dings| ExteRb
bommdit. ..ol 183 |oamn | o210 | 708 r.: 8831 2,335 Cras | 5,001 [ ap s -
e lde . oo au|.e2e | 137c | 726 11,8571 692 | 1,639 Wit BRTT | Not reported. -
Saidspet .. .| 2117 89 2 s | fiaaa | 780 | U852 | 3,788 |k 430 275
Chingleput "o+ o0 7236 |+ 99- -g leas ooea |o81r | 72T [ 2,330 | Not reported. .
e ekama .| %52 | 14a | . 92 |T.108 | 2,108 | 1,639 | 2,108 |LT45 | 607 ‘o617 -
Conjeeveram - .. | 2077|1287 | [ 279 | ‘80L7| - 7686 - soooll 065 :f 3,095 |: 341 | 831
) " Motal ..|1,473| 678 | 1,358 | 8,491 |' 5,432 | 11,004 | 6790 | 14,485 1,378 ‘ 3,123

. "Thé figures apparently relate to fasli: 1299 (1889-90).. In some of the villages
visitod . last month by the Sub-Assistant> Director. of Agriculture, he found that the
ST T T e number of Pariah pattadars was

' — very much greater* than' the

S T - As ascerfained by . . 9
| Asoriginally | e Sup- ained by number-shown in the Collector’s

—

L ] .
. R - - reported.” baadiey: ; e e
© Caluk. | Villagews | _ Director. returns prepqred. in the begin
T P Nooot — ning of 1891 and that the extent
| holders, | Extent: | potiers, | Pxtent-- - of land held by them was largely
T — T — - understated in" those returns.
‘irivallés,. | Ixkada ...} *'11. | 836 * | -.13.-|-:3786 ... This may be due either to errors
AR Tharamani. |, .. .6 |- 1848 .| ,21..| 6197 .. ¢ NI D e
[ etsicheri. 15 | 261t | e8| 76l o in. the original returns, or, per-
Suidspet .. { | Thirumadi- | "6 T} -7:300 2 15| 2069 haps, in some cases, to additional .
Palintanda-| 167 | 2486 |- .64 | 12821 lands having been taken up since
Jam. ! SR I R . by the Pariahs.  Though the

O : - extent of land actually held on
U S Cooew e s oorcopatta by the Pariahs in ryotwari
- yillages 'is thus comparatively small in the aggregate, yet the fact- that they have
_been able to acquire as much’as they: have done in so many villages in the -
~ district would seem to show that they labour under no greater difficulties than others,

in consequence of the mirasi system, and that the difficulties under .which they do

e

©"" 14. Proportion of Pariahs having an interest in land as shown by the recent
. ‘census—The above viewis fully’ confirmed: by the results of the census tabulation
" reccntly made‘under’ the ‘orders of Government by Mr. Stuart (Census Superin-
tendent) showing the occupations of the Pariahs, boti in Chingleput and in South
‘Arcot-and Tanjore. -These three districts  contain the largest proportion of the
~ Pariah population, amounting . to 28+3 per;icent. of the total population of this class
in the'whole Presidency.. - /o 0 o STl T

: 10
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. 15. The following "c‘a.blq» shows the proportion ofPaiiahs having an interest in

land and those following other occupations in the’ three districts referred to; under

Pariahs being included chucklers, toties, pallas, and similar out-castes :—

-

R ichiﬁglepﬁf. : ’ VSouth;Arcot_. | .- Tapjore
. Ocompation. o T — :
et | - Number., | Percentage. | Number. |Percentage.| Number. . Percentage.
R R e et co b i
(a) Landoceupants - .. .| 10470 |- s | 236,302 |° 405 | 133,425 235
{3) Agricultural labourers ... ;.| 82,034 |- 9g4 | 168,467 | - 239 321,919 56-7 -
) Other labourers ,, ,, 101,787 . ‘32:8 | 150,144 . 258 .| 56,603 10-0
o 7 Total ..| .294291 .|  .9s8 | - 551,913 | ' 952 611,847 | 902
@ Traders ... L 2988 | o |f . 2,909 05 19,502 ST
{ey Artizang "o, - L0 T o0l 818 ) ol. 1 . 973 02 3,549 . ,06 .
(f) Others - ., so el e fl 13,698 Toiigeq 7] - S24179 ] 41 | 42,823 LT
. GrandTotal .| 310,665 |- - 1000 -| . 582,074 | 1000 |. 867,721 -, 100-0

- Nd.'disfiﬁéf{On' i‘é"ﬁ}ade, in'tllé'ﬁﬁbfé table -lv)éfﬁv{r‘eép'thbse actually exercising an
occupation and the pérsons depending upon the workers. Under land ‘occupants

are shown (1) land-holders—(a) cultivating, (¢) not cultivating ; (2) tenants similarly.

divided ;:and (3) lessees of villages, -

.....

* 16. Taking the whole pariah 'l')op{ll:a‘.t{i:ox‘lﬁas 5136Vé’gfbupé&; it is observed that

no less than 356 per cent. of the number in Chingleput is classed under land
occupants; in South Arcot the proportion is 405 per. cent., and in Tanjore 235, per
e e T ‘cent... In'Chingleput, more than one-

< Total.:  Pariahs.’ Per cent, . fifth of the toal number of land occupants

1. Land occupants . 531,013 110,470 20-8 . and more than two-thirds of the agricul-’

2. Land labourers . 122,494 | 82,034 669, ' tural labourers are Pariahs.” Of the pariah-

ai'é.:said to possess pr0pnetary*r1ght in. their*farms, while 71,579 or 64:79 ‘per

- h ‘ . . .
* . -apparently in the sense of occupancy ﬁg{f;t, -...Compared with :South Arcot and Tan-

, - .iuui jore, the figures stand as-follows:— " -
L | e oeie | pudian itetemante, |
17 Districts,” SR I
- N T . Numbex- Percentage N\.nn'ber.v Percentage. c
*| Chingleput L. Ll asger | ssen | gasre |- 6479 |-
o |SouthAreot Ll 9gea | osaa1 | seer [ 160
Lo fTemjore evr vl 35479 | 2680 | oets | 1san |

~ - 'Thus Chingleput compares favourably with Tan
proportion of Pariahs who are land ocey ants, that is, who have some interest in land; .
but also as ‘regards the proportion of t}gge who  have ¢ g proprietary ” (or rather
‘occupancy) right in their farms; . The very large proportion of the latter class in
South Arcot 15 ascribed by Mr. Stuart 4o the . com

, aratively smaller. proportion .-

of ‘caste - proprietary population (Brahmins and~ Ve lalars), as evidenced by the

census returns of 1871 and 1881, and to'the lower valug of land in that district, the -

‘greater.,pcr)x_'tlibnﬂofﬂjvllli»c.l};cqll_sﬁi‘sfcs" of dry Jands, which it is generally easier for the

' Nore.—Tsaking the total area imrigated, Ist gpq  POOYer- classes to take up’ than irrigated

20d crop, under Government "and private ®1d8. In South Arcot, less than 24 per

- - works; the irrigated area amounts to 80 pey ?e?‘t' of the cultivated area .i_s. wet, while,
cont. in Sonth Aroot, 62 per cent. in Ohingles - in Chingleput snd Tanjore it is 5610
i :::u~uapd'73"56'per cent., respectively. L

put, and 77 per cent. in Tanjore," :’

oo

S0 . -land occupants, 38,891 or 3521 per cent:

* Mr. Stuart uses the term propriotary right ,cent: are.mere porakudis or sub-tenants. .’

jore, not only as regaras the

o g

i S B
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AR *17'.7Taking‘ ‘the s'e\;erg):l jt'ali;.ks; of Chmgleput, it‘,‘w}irilllv 11)'8' seen. that ‘the ‘pro-
et T TR RS T e e portion of pariah land occupants to the
total pariah population varies from 3534

- ""I;aiuk. | Bt | Total | Percent-  to 4474 per cent., omitting Saiddpet, .
LT occupants. [POPulstion.| - age. where it is only 22:25 per cent. The

——— cause of this low percentage in the head-
. Maduréntakam * .. 26,983 | 76,335 |/~ '35-34

I " ‘quarter taluk of the disfcrictris,not.easily .

2. Saidépet .. .. .. 15,885 1. 71,360 | . 22-25 " explainable, unless it be due to the fact, .

3. Conjeeveram . 20,405 47,240 43-29 h " . Y .

4. Tiravallér | 20,3911 45574 | - 4e7e  that, owing to its poorer soil and its close

5. Ponnéri . .| 12,683 | 35921 | - 3g01 IS . - -

6. Chingleput .1 |- 14123 34,835 | * 1054 - Proximity to the P residency town, farm
ST — J|=——— -Ing-1sless remunerative than  other

© - District Total .. |~ 110,470 |- 310,565 350 ~-occupations, . o

e S -~ Excluding the Saiddpet taluk, the pro-
portion of pariah land occupants in the:rest of the district comes to 39-54 per’
cent. - Taking only the male adult population, My, Stuart shows that 38 per cent.
-of the Pariahs'in Chingleput are land occupants, as against only 271 per cent. in
Tanjore and 44 per cent. in South Arcot, and that for the three districts together
the proportion' comes to nearly one-third (329 per cent.).. .’ oo
" In the face of these facts and considering that Tess than a century: ago these
degraded classes were in the position of ‘slaves, Mr.- Stuart observes *“that it is
idle to contend, as Mr. 'T'remerheere does, that the possession of. land is closed to
the Pariahs> - oo oo Tt e T TR

-+ 18. The remarks in -regard. to" the ‘lev
particulars of the extent of land now ‘held by ryots given in paras. 11 to 14 deal
with ordinary ryotwari villages.:: As regards zamindari villages Mr. Tremenheere
states, in para. 35,:that ¢ though the Pariah cannot generally acqui're'thet; o:\x{nér;qhip

- of land in Government villages, he does not*find the same ;di_ﬁiciﬂt{f in zamindari
- villages, .in--which the-mirasidar’s claims are much - more cavalier

yiof fees’ on non-mirasidars. and: the"

y treated and

where, with - comparative ease, the Pariah bscomes a tenant.”" Therg are also 181

villages in the district, with 19,400:acres of, cultivable-waste, in- ‘which, according

- "to Mr. Tremenhecre’s own showing, the mirasi dificulties do not exist ; ‘while, even

as regards the 1,292 mirasi villages, in-.which about 74,000 acres of arable waste

. o : S o , Mo ern
* From 25,600 to 29,000 acres of occupied wet are said to be crying * out for tlllage

lands are annually left-uncultivated (para. hke.tl}e .ﬁelds .in the fairy tale” (para.
117 of Mr. Tremenheere’s note)., Itis diffi-"" 107), it is obvious that there must be a

cult to understand. why, if the Pariahs'are’ "limit to the extent to which the mirasi-’

eager to take up lands, the mirasidars do not

: dars - can carry ‘their opposition to the

“let them cultivate these ‘wet lands at least - 'pa,yakaris acquiring ]ands_; They have .

+dor_the assessment payable to Government -already, it is said, more land . than the
and thus escape an annual -loss of about - ) g 1 :

half to three-fourths of a lakh of rupees, ¢ Cultivate, and as their ability to keep

out the Pariah depends on_their willing- .

ness to take up ‘thoilyvand. themselvés and pay: its assessment, it is clear that, if the
payakari or the Pariah goes on applying for waste lands, as he may naturally be
expected to do’if he is eager to set up as, a landholder, it'is impossible that the

mirasidars can maintain the struggle, for any length of time as they -will thereby ,
only. ensure their own ruin by further’ adding to their holdings. - Their old tactics
R S .. - cannot now be -repeated, - and - as the

cooes ¢ Para, 28,0 .- ,.assessment on all.the lands taken up is

10 longer reulitfed with a free hand, but is. always rigidly exacted,t the mirasidars -
P o e e e .must; in the end, suffer in the contest and -
 allow the non-miragidars a fair chance of

+ From 90.,t6’- 95 per cent. of thewccupied wet
. “waste is annually. charged in this district, :°

granted except in times of distress.. RN et o e RENSETI
PR ' : : + .., As an'instance of land being obtain-

able fdi‘ the askmgm certain cases, ;nhe"g'casejgiirenv,by- the . Collector himself, in -

para. 129, clause (1), of his note, may;be quoted. There the Pariahs of Kanniper
became possessed of 30 acres of wet land on an application made to the Collector.

!

, AN . acquiring lands on their own account on
dry waste remission is, of course, never ; - oo : O ST T
- On dry 3 ’ + Payment of a small manorial fee. * ~, -

)
L



.-
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The reason assigned by the Collector to explain the success of the Pariahs in obtain-
ing the land in this case is that the mirasidars sacrificed all their claims to the land
by asserting that it was land reserved for grazing. As, however, this mistaken
_ assertion would not have deprived them of their claims it secms probable. that they
‘allowed the Pariahs to acquire the land because they did not require it themselves.
The Board believes that waste land in many villages can be obtained by the
Pariahs with equal ease. . The waste now available in Chingleput is, however, as a
rule very poor and there is probably but little demand for it even on the part of
the Pariahs. ’ SRR :
_ In connection with this matter it should be noted that an opportunity was
offered by -the Board to the Revd. Mr. Andrew, a missionary in the Chingleput
district Jargely interested in the Pariah Question, to bring forward any cases in
which the existing rules for obtaining land for cultivation had pressed hardly on
the Pariahs. Only one case, however, was brought forward, and that had referenco
to the failure of certain Pariahs to get possession of a tank-bed for purposes of

cultivation. The tank-bed, however, wos. land reserved by the State for public.

purposes, and, as such, would have been refused to a mirasidar.

19. Mr. Tremenheere states (para. 25) that ¢ occasionally, owing to disputes
in the mirasi body or to the judicious use of money, or to other temporary causes,
non-mirasi caste residents acquire portions of the waste, but the Pariahs are rigidly
excluded.” His explanation for this state of things (para. 26) seems rather far-
fetched and highly coloured. Long before the Negroes of America were emancipated,
the Pariah was freed from his bondage, and he could carr his labour wherever he

“chose.  With a free and good labour market (at the Presidency town) almost at his
very door, and with numerous courts to redress his wrongs; there is no’ reason
or for starvation wages.” = - N . o

It is stated that even when a Pariah, returning with some savings from Natal
or from the Salt factories on the coast, occasionally happens to buy a small patch of
ground, various obstacles are thrown in his way Dy the intrigues of the mirasidars.
“The transfer of the land from the vendor’s patta is refused or delayed; the
vendor purposely falls into arrears” and gets the very piece of land attached and
sold, and_‘ easily outbids the exhausted Pariah?’ at the auction sale, and “ata
very small cost has both theland and the purchase-money for which he sold it.”
No actual instances of such * chicanery ?” are adduced by Mr. Tremenheere, though
he states that he could draw upon his memory for many similar frauds. It scems
impossible, however, to believe that such frauds, if practised to any scrious extent,
could long remain unchecked in any district in which the administration is con-

dicted with even moderate efficiency. - "

© 90, Progress of the distriet sirce ‘settleméxit,—Tlio foﬂowing brief review of

the agricultural progress of the district during the last seventeen. years will show
that, since the last revision of the land settlement, the cultivated arca of the
district has largely incréased and is still increasing. Since the scttlement which
was carried out 1n faslis 1285—87 (1875-76 to 1877-78) there has been on the
whole a decided improvement in the gencral agricultural condition of the district
so far as the improvement can be gauged by extension of cultivation, decrease in
the amount of remissions and in the area annually thrown up,-and an extraordinary

diminution'in the amount of arrears realized by coercive processes.

~ 21. Increase in holdings.~Including the extent . of cultivation usually shown
under Miscellaneous in the jamabandi accounts, the total area occupied in fasli 1287
(1877-78), the year in which the settlement was completed, stood at 559,000 acres.
" It has since risen. to 629,800 acres, an increasc of 70,800 acres or 12-6 per cent.
The famine which afflicted the district in 1876—78 greatly retarded its progress
and the average extent of the holdings in the five years ending fasli 1203'(1883-84)
. was actually less: than the total arca occupied in-fasli 1288 (1878-79), 562,000

acres against 566,700; Sinco fasli 1293 (1883-84), however, there has been a
steady increase, amounting in five years to over 40,400 acres or 7-2 per cent. ou

whatever for him to submit to ¢ iniquitous contracts” or to work ¢ for a rack-rent
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g the average of the preceding quinquennium.- Full particulars are given in the
following statement z—' 7 " R Gt un Tt st b s
e O D AP S ST 00 S P ST AN TU2 & BN TS r S S
A ~’ 1"- " \ —“ :t»”' ° N R ,::‘ - -:"v.i." é'L:Ex}tentoihoI@ings-'. " :
:‘,4;,"_ o i ."“. _ - 45‘: N L F3 TR RS SR
R I Deye | Wet. | “cattie |
4 : ST EIN ATPURTIE] INRORU Ll PP
cop|istasirny. L s| 242,838 orsioral 131 ssseszl L T LT
S| 1282 (1872-73) 0 L. 7 .| 1240,485 1 279,949 111,754 | £ 832,181 ¢ 1 it L (Tt
71283 (1873.74) . i .0, -, [1.230,338.1 277,420 110,708 |1 618,406 | I - (i

|ssquszazsy Lo 0| 237,225 |9s3lass| ‘1sloon | 63y [T -
1285 (1875-76) Ly |11220,681°| 285,085 | 0,963 | 24,6797 LGt Lot

T b Everage - | 236,108 | 280,01 | 1n073| sporn |, T
e e e (1286 (1876-TT). Sauis o, [ 230,942 | 286,003 16,020 TEI6055 | ¢ e i
Sl T 123751871178)75‘_"'-j'..'-'),j;:. 216,117 | 330,276 | 112,685 | 559,078 | | | i il
1288 ('155;3-'%6)’ i;:, 917,502 | 329,834 | 10.423 | - 566,759 | ¢

. 1289°(1879-80) " “ .. '..| 218,331 {330,255| 16,852 565,438 | -

' Co e L 11290 (1880-81) et il e .4 T211,520 | 327,325 (¢ 16,450 | . 555,295 :
{ ‘ Do o 4291 (1881-82) a0 oo | 212,263 |327,597) 14,5261 554,388 | .
PR 1292 (1882-83) * * .. . io| "217,m13 |828,457] 17,025 | °663,195'| ¥

- {1293 (1883-84) - ..i 1T .. | -222,683.| 329,659 19,585 |.. 571,927

, S Average'ar| T 216,502°] 328,639 | 110,888 |7 662,049 [+71 ! TR O

e T isescesassy T L. | 228,530 | 330,777 | 16,040|, 16,247 | L

Tee T 11295 (1885-88) 7T 400 V0| 285,752 | 333,497 10,373 | 588,622 | i fii:

| 1296 41686-87). ;- su - us| 246,374.1 336,984 ] 20,610|.. 603,968 | 1
S |resTissz88) i, U] 259,050 | 340,676| 15,264 | 614,090 | .
- 11298 (1888-89) 1. L.+ i.i |+ 266,059 | 343,781 18,491 | {628,331 |.
_ L e A o _‘~3‘:Av:er7age".‘. - 247,153:1 337,143| 18,136 | * 602,432 Ten T s
b . - 1299 (1889-90) -, - .i. i1 ov |- 270,988 | 346,323 ;12,613 | | 629,824 [ ) ,
‘ ~, T e . SR
" Co sk e T e e e g Dl D ey Y
. o~ The increase’in the. dry.holdings. since the settlement appears to be propor-
Aig .-tionally larger than'in-wet; but thefact is -that!in fasli: 187 (1877—78) ‘over -

. / 89,300 acres were transferred : from dry-to wet, while!9,500 acres were: transferred

7 from'wet to;dxy,"'reégltihgiih -anet decrease of 29,800 acres.under dry..: This
dccrease has' now been :more than made 1 R TR S 0 S TR R PN FIEPPLV RPN I

pE e
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22. Increase in lands taken up and decrease in'lands, relinquished.—The

_ following statement shows the area taken up and the area relinquished in each of
) the ten years preceding the scttlement, and in'the ten’ years following, commencing

e ‘Vith fa i' 1290 (1880_81) :_ o8 '7.' S B :, B o ;"f_.‘;'-' ‘ :;.;: P

* H— =
[N

PR AVEN]

L Beforo Bettlement, < U T Aoy Settlament”
. Fasli.  Takenup, Relinquished. ' * * [ ‘' Fadli’' * Takénup. Relinquished. " "
: 12757 718,549 103937 . L o[ it 1200 i 77,3991 - 11,185, <
fiot 01976 092,681 15527 oo vt ety (1291 o 9,841, - VTET9 L L

e
1

= 1277 5 24,682 - - 17,674 i ey ~;1292. - 10,879 .. 4,524,. T
S 1279 T 12,576 6644 7 - L T 1204 11,6867 4,879 - T
oo 1280 - 14,9750, 05,902, .. 50|, 1296, :1,:10,664 8,636 .. .
, . 0128100+ -9,9000.. 21,683, i | i 1296, 14,0047 71,6997
’ S 1282 10,625 16297 0 T 107) L1386 2,738 ¢ Y
L S Y1283 0 66137 11345830 o0 o0 1208 14,1480 1 49%R - L
‘ ©oTT 1984 12,046 0 6,4l4 T Sl 01200 010,205 - fg,74R F o T

L 160,955 188,801 i [ L1 V11T I, 48044 T
' "Averige s 11,751, 4,854

PRSP I SO

. Averager. (16,206..-.13,330 1L
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Z - - - - | ) : | 7?‘;009‘301‘33 Vx}’hqcl}f,the ng;aglo%ars Orgétb (f)l(l)ld ‘much . of whulzh they - neglect, to_culti.
T P Ceriad: Fln’ “up “was nearly 16 ;000 acres 1. vate”;: an “that « rom 25, £0:29,C 0 ;acres of..wet ands,held:onip_atta};a_rq
i+ fho. former poried, tho total.-a_rea;‘ ta?{qn rlzllp 01?1%936? acr?é;:tak'cn'up . armual’ly- leftf’um“]t“’?tedé’ n(’ththStandmg;ft{l’at ;the.a,ssessment._.Qn-,themfis not
agains 138,300'lacr(.as‘re_hnqm's }{ed, SV Ml r% ?--Thé"net‘increasc. in the _ . remitted.. He accordingly concludes-t‘&hattlt‘m ,neitllerf,.f“contrary-Jtp;..laW.3,’; nor -
e s s e rehréqmslhegjb%g Mh"Ofat’;Zaiel-l"y?? b ST (. mequitable . t°'t-h?°Wf..s9me.of;;.the.gt“iqste,ox)e.n,.f?_ “strangers ! Who aro willing
holdings thus averaged only 3, acres a G T T T o . to take it up:.. R e R SRkl |
e Sl e eyt N T T : ca taken 10 : reforrod fo tl T T Lt i
- """ In the second period (i.e.) ‘subsequent fo the settleglent, thiets?flzz}narin’a net | i»..i; The :Board has alreadyrrefex_jred to.this point in: para. 18, :Tt seems clear -that
up averaged 11,750 acres and the extent given up 4,85 ug‘ir_eé,,r his-is"rgo ro than  the existenco ‘of this largy extent of wasto on wllio tho mirasidar s iy
addition to the holdings of ~about - 6,900«' ::acrclzs‘ pert» anTnhe "rate of increaso wis - _ assessment every: year must place in an advgntageous:position any Parial) desiring
double the rate ‘attained previous to- thesett emﬁlrln-in ‘the last-five “years - of .the S E to become a cultivating tenant...,1, -, °; it DY A PG
oL o : e . I i ’ -amm T - . : ,,‘i":_: t'r.'-..”;_"u ,:: e i ,‘:v;,;, e N o N S S T‘ L A‘_,‘
much “greater,’ viz., ‘over. 10,000.&01:08 per -am appeared.. ‘This: result. has ‘been L + " In Yegard to.'the unoccy 1ed “waste: My, Tremenheeré'in*se tember 18913
d when the effects of . the famine had disapp . AR _In Yegard o' the unipc pied “waste: M; in"Sep ’ :
P tmed on the tanding tho greater, strictness with which the remission, rules - ~ xoply to.u ciréular from the Boarq, desiring all Collectors to make careful” inquiries
'thamfﬁ o tiw : "SI‘?lléfé ‘r%m'airi'f%lrdw 6‘nxly about 93,400 acr es of arable l‘a'nﬁl unoc- . - at the annital settlepients as‘to"'th!g'_gxt'(?nt'ij‘ ‘I‘al_l_dsir'eally;ﬁt for- cultivation and the
.ggis 'ax(l)'(lic?t ié.‘cléizr,i.ftherefofé', that, with the, Iif@:séht,l‘atf?;Qf ‘PArong,S.s\i,.,‘,“:’r?;W?,l.l : ' causes which prevent large areas from beégg; gak'en up, reported that, out- of the
Y R B SRRt A ity R S . . . . TS R L el niye 96 ‘ . ) ] e
oo bo little or no wnoceupied land fn tho district. .. ", ;. - it ant b g o et SA00 acres 20800 %ol shown
o B o smning ot onlcton i N Trmahors | [ S T
pro OSéS to throw open these waste lands to all residents apd thus to.aﬁ'or(_l faci 1iles ) : - Stony ground: ' 1 Lo L B551e Biven in . the :'nia‘rgin'; ,bilt"that,, in_his
?orx? I1-‘,)hé acquisition of land by ‘the Pariahs. - ‘His suggestions on this .point,. which ‘ but :

o ‘important of his gelieme ; SO Bemgroadwax, Vi.llagesite,cz}mping ¥ lands’ “may be. brought . undey ey
3? ;s;;gxtﬁtf;hzfmﬁis: 51?3&?&3(1 quoted gn pmfa-' 3 of this 'Re§01ut{99.' To .?tt;a.lrn ;hls . . -.-ﬁfﬁ:i'idu‘?ﬁ Yithin halt 2 mile of FiL 4gpinYBtion b}’g ‘slighﬁ;i‘."i_‘ﬁd‘fe@ﬁéﬁt at the
object 'Mr‘.iTréxrieilhéerépfoposcs:;w1 B SO o 1 iy IR Lo ,-.;‘ﬁ’?Ren.Se‘fof_'a,few Fipess and et o
_object (1) To’ modi yv;fh'el o}diﬁai‘y dharkast rules, that s, the rules for taking ilxp B . e (20,779 . mOTe than 5p9‘1f,90nt-ﬁof_t‘hve fotal wasty
land ‘in’. the Presidency geierally, so' as to.abolish the preferential right of the , :

é{:i?aéenf landholders and of pattadars over non-pattadars and pla(.:e all resx_degts of

. , - «Overgrowniwith prickly;pe.at.z'l s 02,958, opinion, fréil'l'.701'to,75_ per.cent. of these
are indicated in the first seven clauses . .- on, fron .75 per cer ‘

: “(a qut"5,‘135r8“aqres)_was'vrrgeally_hﬁﬁt for
cultivation, In-'dlscussing,:howéV’er, the -

; on an oquil footing. | - . : n V'c:iilses"i)utff(‘)jr“fzird »;,B}’Lthe.'Téhsﬁda_ré'3‘5,;!1',{“’.ing"pl‘even ted ’tl‘les.e'lan ds'l’béin'g taken
the Tl o sotuon the ) tdars i muirasi. iTlages t exerdise, their preferential - ~ o up, Mr, ‘Tremenheero admlrtted"that *“ the' 50l of the district'is‘ill.}lii?nj’ placeggy *ts-
st (2) To re‘lul.rcla thg mlrafsl{lai‘ls in n{;}r?slt-ﬁz g{r;setsm % nth of each year. i . o - and requires labour. to make the Iands'%1*0;?}“’21.‘{?5"‘."hﬂG;SR.‘!,‘?.'TI.‘X% re fhioon to
right-to waste. («) eit 1er once for all or (3) M. R ont : _ lay.oout sufﬁczent.ggmgjp_x_-_ﬂx1§..;_pgggg7q‘:§;;,l-’_;mu;fr.;,,',.f_:lnw 06 'dry lands s only. it
e (8) To abolish:(in the. last resort) the mirasi right to the waite on: paymen . Y for gy 1 _ o,

: . ) . - . i . .« e LI - : .
r(.);‘.‘5’5‘'lr"{tra,z_,ru ” (Z’qspalzm.scrobzculatmn),.aqd **ag this crop . cannot. be:rajsed

; mirasidars for +he . ~fee,.or on:the State S !  thi
of compensation to-the mirasidars for the loss ot 8w alantram fe% 'orv_ on e on the same lands.every year, they are not taken up perm?!lf"ntl}'.-.” L0

‘undertaking.,itsv collection and payment to the mirasi body 5
(4) To form’ pariali'settléments, * = < - 1o s

i | ore .

..26. Difficulties in the way.of converting {_; Pariahs ir.co la_ndholdvér‘s.—The :

o i e e 1 . ftotal ej:teht’Ofl'zivzfzilabl‘ed’wzigt_e'diln'ft}ie‘ district being, a already shown, comparativaly® -
SR RTINS JUS Ny Fobv of i Ji ririi ez plication rules in’ the way Iroposec ) ! .small and much of it un oubtedly C61hpri'§ing oor soils whiéli can hardls be'expected
g MQ%-,I:I‘-I“?- ..Ii?PI‘{g? é:é:ﬁ%ggg;}i?lg;!gr?'%bagggéctiohl L yp - " 'to'beturned to any useful purpose without algrge'éxpendituro of mon’e{r and Igbour,

2% Ar. Lremenhecro se Y ‘1’ v :':-p‘d b the Court of Directors more than half , ‘the question ‘umses'Wlx‘etller,',e\(OIITIIf ‘the mirasidar’s'-preferential:'right;-is abolished " -

v - Theso rules.szlre dehbor;lxlte y}?}doptih Ee;?denc -have been enjoying certain . - or acquired '.ny,Govcrximelgt,' 1t would be Dossible-to form pariah:sgttlémérjtg in such | -

- a century ago and"“hg Y olts X :O?toliout(‘ “Sz‘mte lands '%7&)}' cultivation, and nq special - ‘l_oc':aliti)es_“}wt 1-any:chance’ of success.. - The ;‘Paleah.ls"sa‘id*tp Izevgi'baning"undpxja
proferential rightsunder t mmd(;, a} oup. sulted.. from their operation to justify so : o Y "¢ dead'weight of pauperism (para.”34) and to be Presumably without any resourees’
evil.is cither alleged. or p rove Om-l aive e tom and the declared policy.of Govern. : - whatever."" Ig 1t possible or evenidesirable to'convert him: all at once into g Jang.

wide a departure fromfalz‘lolr)lgjestp 1{138916(110;1 sGoverﬁment; declined to.entertain the * ,‘1}161(101‘,;211.1(1;‘?]1‘{1(3‘ ' a”district “where ' the conditions are - far 'from bging.fav&;abléﬁ :
rélent;i.’ s s:(; Ifg::lnttiys glslj (é?teri-u:;t)triélg aﬁartl t(;n per cent.) the waste lands commanded . .- Already, it’ 18 said, tlrere iy any’‘amount of ¢ poor cultivation ?’andiany‘ﬁimibergof

oar - ‘

‘Rs.*10 ‘and over .85" per - cent.: paying!less : than™ Rs.'80 ig year.:: Anymattemp'tz,j
therefore, to bolster p- the Pariah op anfr ‘other ,‘Iabouring classes, in_the- way
proposed by Mr. Tremenheere, ¢on,only lead . an increase in pauper holdings
without any zitdr\_japtage;[elther‘to’ the 'cu_ltimtpr' hlmsclf-foij‘tg the" quemmept. A
i : (;_Vtﬁt‘hd'})hrigll_,landkiOIdér4and throw -him into the

i i spéndin : Dauper pattadars ‘in” the district; about Go. L O - of ‘thom maway Mumber.of
py.the Periydr project on . which Gijvernmelf)t.A1s,spegfléng;.i%vz?atlhlglilﬁégf l’;‘;g‘;‘ﬁz pauper -pattadars “in- tlie"district; about g per “cent.: of ‘them : paying - less: thai
" No stronger case could»haye'been-{ngdeaout or a modification ¢ , but t
. I(;gvse:nm%nt,-_aftera full consideration of;thvc_argu,gxel'lts gdduced, rgfgsed to sap_c_hgp
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the chdnge. . . i e e T either to
el ge L s el i ‘in"the Chiingle ’tit'district"ﬂiéife .single bad‘season'might”easil ‘ups

o o Justication o mg@rﬁs"%’% ml'rQSIidv‘:l?ﬁ?Zx'l;"i@théii'gprgf"* ential right to félitehds of tho inonoyflénd.érffrgﬁas whih he can have little chance 6f - escape.’ +A
1s no justification for requinng the mirasi 56 thelr preteren e ‘;St‘rikiﬁg‘::in'stii.ﬁ:cé?("f t-]:lis,,Wﬁéfr!}'ét' \{Vi,ﬂlt,b’);,eﬂlé Sub’-As_sis't'zii_l_t' Director in - il
‘of Kilanur, }in;ﬂlO.fT iqualll?r,/tvzllu‘l<;'w\’rlieré' th? fP?‘r}.a_]lS_lbs‘t i the last famine Tearly
'the whole of their dry lands'and SL72 ‘acics of wet Giit of ‘43-64 acres ‘held' b
-them, and they ‘are now QO}?tqu’,tg qu\lt‘lya_teﬂthe same- lands ag ;sub-z‘enam‘s,'of-j_th_e
’jilifchaééf.‘“ Thoe Board cannot recommend th vern ‘ . vinces
without-any security, or should; ]ay,‘put’lgrg‘e sums. towards forming”spécial settle-
“Inents for gax'ialls; ‘whose material condltlon: is not proved to-be worse than-that of
‘other labouring: classes ;: but’wher_e“’any’ePana 18- are willing an( able to set u

“Eultivation ‘on‘ their own: accounty the: possibility’ of “giving them lands out of -the

<e up .waste lands all .at once or at*'the beginning of every year. ~ Unless and

gﬁ’iﬁ&?«?ﬁ'ﬁ%ﬁ%ﬁfdn'n_'alf qpp]ic;iti‘bﬁ""f(_)'ﬁl;b waste, the mirasidar is not,bc{)un(é |
to’declare whether" he will take. up agy ‘portion of it ;or, 1ot _'I.‘hcfet.‘_ar? :z'l'l 9uh .
109500 aeres of arable waste ;n,@bq(}overnx_n_elylt -villages'of | the distric ,4% 031 hich

- 16 ].’49'aéres' have been included In forest; reserves, lggy}ng,lcsg tha’nh%"'t .zg;xjcz
‘aailable for occupation, absut 7 9,900 ‘acres in mirasi Villages. and tho fest (a ou

. '19,500~z.iéréé)?_in.n?.n:*.n}f?.s.x,nllagcs--,.,_f,_:f S Vil
<. - In ,i)aréx_s;il-l(i-and 117 of  his notg -Mr.. Tremenhoere observes.that ¢ not on y -

. - - . 3 B . . - N . " )t at
1 irasidars’ play . the \dog-m-the,—mange;' with: the available ; waste, hut
A‘g?e'sté:&,ltlll:;;:ilold‘éml%' landsitl‘mn’ they. can cultivate ; 7. that ¢ there are nearly ‘
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© * YIIL.of. his note Mr: Tremenheere refers.to.
o ander a zamindar, an ‘ ot .whether in zamindari; or
ment villages, -and-states that in zamindarl, V1

o4k

time to_ consider

_are.much

, v;;'téd;bj’r_,themv_as such, or the rent paid, &
| fwdhis Tistsict t

L 5 n o e b ¥ Q) 3
“ able to resistthe’ ‘encroachments'of the’ Za= " ,
: ! . tenants whoare regar
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. areas referred.- to in'paras. 31

.considered. These compris'e"f)@)rtions‘of—-—i as v N v
U R PR IR SUieanan Sileant sl o <0 < ACRES.- * o'
s (1) Wasto Jands i ‘non-mirasi villages Lt e s e 0 19,0005

3 B ‘ L aee 16,000 PO B

£33 of Mr: Trenienhedrd's 1oto might be favorably

; t_‘.‘;'t,(‘l),AWaste Jlands included in foTest TOSEIVES .+ oty 21t s it Lot
(8) Lands bought in’ by Government at sales for arrcars Of TEVEDUC: ; .+ i S
e [These are clearly at the disposal of Government. _The extent.. ST
oo is'not'stafedfitx,Ml".: Tré‘m‘eiiﬁéere’s"nbte"but'ln a letterof . o T S

Lt i-;"-"-'-'lBQl-alréady' referred {o°it is given a8’ 1,00Y acres. T
, v o050 Jands -should -'under: Board’s : Standing Qrder ‘No. - 110:beic LT

B IR ;*.-e'ntered‘inJ:i’s'gpamte-'regi'ster; and it is-not clear ‘why such & Liis

. register has not. been, maintain in Chi,ngleput‘as;stated in o ned
. .‘. PPN . 3.31 (b)l - a;-. y.;,'u_" = .-4, L. . ‘ ) ’,‘1,500‘ DR S
~ T (4) Londs held by non-mirasidars beforo the -
» relinquished” - . FRUDENE N R £
eriments in. regard to these ‘Jands prove succeséful, it will’ then be
whether_any. further congessions arc Hecessary in ' favour. of tho
and gub-tenant.—In goctions VII. and
the, position of the Pariah as 2 tenant
Govern-

d..as holding.under a Iyob:

! \ ' llages',whe,x‘e “ tliezmimsidars’,claims

mmje_cavalierly..tréated,” “tlie Parial Becomes a tenant with comparative
, whether in. Government - illages or in zamin- -

ease, while et Is: common _for him, C
£97- No statistics are given as to the

R

T
N L Not stated.

. If the exp

Pariahs. 5o e e R
ion of the Pariahas a tenant

pro\iable number of. pariah tenants .an

 daris, to rent ,1:}f1ds,a5;sub-,ténants under a ryot.”
ts.or of: the extent of 1ands_cu1ti- 5

d sub-tena
&e.; but it is generally stated that most of

R N P I WL 1 1 ~the proprietors Kolding under privilege

~this cistr? ho' tenants in most, of the. tenurcs (comprising about 25 per cent. of

‘?:-‘ffllz*\‘ﬁ{lg?{,‘l}ﬁ‘p-?l‘xaxsk N joyed 9"]"1“3“903’ “ the villages in the district) are absentecs,

“ights in’ o lands fnd 1270 BEA] been * i shot. $heir agents often oppress the

.‘mindars- to' 5 greate‘r"extentﬂthan in‘ ‘the. & ] ; .

“imorthern districts. et Hhieion RPN at-will, that they. are 511b3ected to rack-
‘ ) : ' renting, that a great deal of injustice 18

' ‘of the provision of law whic

) done bythe 1andiords to theu‘tenants under cover
. makes the m 1t between the parties to.dispense
with it sufficient t ( '

cre tender of a patta, or an agreemet

o take:proceedings under. tho Rent Recovery. Act, that, owing to

disputes among ‘the several charcholders and-between them -and’ their mortgagees,
the tenant i8 often left.in quncertainty. as to w

© that his ‘c;‘opsjare-"distfained by cach .of the sl

out- their causes: at his- expense: and: that..village servants,
‘control .of : Government, are; under the _thumb

not beingg -under _the

injusticc.; eIV L A ‘.’,5,,:"‘7 P IEIRE S s i

~ i: 98 Amendments ‘of the Tenancy & )

“heere are not :peculiar to ‘Chingleput. As 8 means of l_argelg*obvmtihg them; ho
‘the .following-r:imeﬁdnients of the law ‘of 'landlor i

roposes

 Presidencys Act VILL of 1865 (Madras)i== ;4o o i Gssen 1 el S

el T ‘riake’ the éﬁpﬁaﬁgél‘bfl‘?i}tt“i andmuchlllka an 'csscnt_itxl “c'ondition,
hangs of patta 20 oy, Whero o xyot sefuscs fhio -

- precedent to an sttachment, or ‘2 guit by’ tho zamincar: .10 -5
patta; the purden of compelling ifs acceptance should be on the landlord.. -
2o (2) To make the‘frﬁegistratidn of landlords in the Collector’s 0
- liminary, as in the fixst caso. LIS
(3 Mo declare 12 years’ ‘occupation’ suffic
F 1 (4) o bring the ‘zamindari Vi '
P (5) T, eq)poi'ver"theftéhiiﬁté;tq'éompel the repair of irrigation works.
Ji, o (6) To coir_xp'el'z'amfndiifs‘ t6 mako a survey an 3
7+~ Most Bi'th'e"SuggeStibns.‘hz'wé';alx‘eadyfbei;n' anticipated 1
. ind Zamindarl Kurnam BillS‘ndw’ﬁ:ridéf consideration i
D A 1< tha second prpiJOSal,‘the ‘nam

“illage servants u

ded as mere fenants- e

hom he should payy with the result
\areholders - in: turn, ~who thus fight

of Jandlords and help them to work
bt.-—‘-Tl'lp‘fe\lr’ils rﬁaféﬁéd ltoiby Mr. Tremen- .

‘and tenant In the

fice an cssential -
ient to give an occupancy iighé;",'
nder ,th_t?';co'.ntrol' of Governi<
\d settlement of their villages.
icipat d'in the new. Tenancy .
*in the Legislative Department.
cg of proprietors are now usually registered

T -
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. seems impracticable of execution
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. in.the registers maintairied i ' :
bit such registration canr in Collector’s office under. TR :
o tho civ;‘f%fg%;mn[mnmt possibly obviate conﬂ?ﬁt&eguglztt}on XXVI. of 1802,
. In such cases, the tenant might pro%‘)abg:?;)sr Olt’enégh.contlested.
) ect himself by -

paying the rent to he registered R
puying tho 1es gistered holder recognise - ort
positing it In courts where suits are filed azéains(t1 }tl)gnt ‘he Tl?:;efrilf"lf s oy
. . » oL In ‘ . The fifih recommendati '
impossible for the Superintending En«rlilneté;: ‘tf(i)riz %) 1x"a'(:(’ac’ gll it arriifz&({;
gineer: rtify to the condition of one
and

all of the numerous tank

 Presid C inks out of order in zamindari villace

Sdency, and, in the next, it would bo dimcgﬁntc(l)ag.wolrl'(l:z;gte}?esgﬁic.ter(éfl over the, .
nf obligations of the

zamindars without causi
u : .
sing unnecessary complications. Who is to determi h
! . ermine what

. repairs are necessary an € i v
_ d then decide how much has been actually executed ; who
Yy actually ; wh
?

is to control this , ' :
agency, and who is to pay.for the cost ? "All these considerati
nsiderations

make it impossible that the suggestion can be practically worked
| ] 1, ] -worked.

20. fosition 'c;f sub-te nts.— g .

.. ; -tenants.—Taking nex the s ‘ Do

K ts* who € o a'_m nQXt the ~ nts, 7. ‘ 3

ne under ryots Wll(,ﬂler in zamindari Ol‘c‘}ov'e'r' I s_uk t?ﬁant?’z’-c-; persons ¢ hold-
) nment villages, M. Iremenhee' re

divides them into two cla
sses: (1) those who claim
occupancy . right, and (2)

occasional sub-terrants w : P
ho can claim no such right. “The latter he states ¢
states “‘must

o]

propose ¢ that 12 cars’ i

opose . 12 years’ occupation should give y i '

A su ion similar in éffect was made by gth:a3 [?‘acfnuipn?c om rnlg'ht'”n‘ (panrda. ‘4f1m9)e: |
gg Commission «nd’ ez :

. custom of sub-letting wa
_that “ occupancy right ¢ s commonly prevalent thre ; -
o e o, Formin D B R R S ]
,  the Famine CommiSSiOners'Pfoposedl?lrl wzhtela]nen]oyed-by.
: that the practice of -

sub-letting by an- occupa |

e pancy tenant’ should b i T or

urther ti}:at when such right is possessed %y d;sct()elilrélried(_)ro; ftv?ln forbidden
attadar it should

be forfe.t : 9. i 1 A

" at-will occupaney rights in
ghts in the lands  whici-the
i~they hold, without inj
jury to the land-

lord, the Commissi

) sioners proposed. to’

the ‘ner % proposed. to makethe t :

crease being caleulated with reference to ¢ tl?g ﬁtnu%?ya; o gltlhalnced rental,
1ourit which aland-

G.0., dated 29th Aptil 1 ; :
, dated 29th April 1882, Nos. 437—438. lord gains by his tenant not possessing

. B

cguntry,'and would, by d -t Crsl
view. viz.. to a , by depreciating the value-of 1 . A

« the, COm’p Gnsalil:g)r:llerwlel :ch}e Wherewl_thal‘:for theinipiggé ndefiat the ‘'very object in

iich the cultivating tenant would f;veotf lam}{’? j and that

o make to the ex-

Propriated owner would- fOI' m y HAY (2] t() th() f()rn](}r t() ]nvest imn “ e
b : same 1 ‘7 the sa inés Of men en‘ - d i o
i loveulent Of land W hllc at the tlnle Vv 0y : gag‘e 111 tl'a.de' .

30. The policy of . T ,.
policy of Governmént has always been to reébgniée no other 6céupva“ t
' n

of the soil than the pattadar wi
: 1¢ pattadar with whom the annual settlement of revenue i .
revenue is made -

and who is héld responsible for its
proposed a sort of recogniti or its payment.. The Colle: i
i i 1 e et (iomants) by syl of
¢ collection of assessn ic accounts as a m o calculaf “acilitato
the o by Melfsil)ls‘r;lfl-on their lands, but this af:f: lcir(é?}i(illﬂqted e
the et o el in rine,' \{ho took certain weighty objectic T b v
of the country, and as cchu]c'ntp(i3 ; to the policy of Govermimntonsdto‘ S okt
pattas may now or hercafte ated to ¢ strengthen such claims a itlln Eab-tenants of
manent occupiers of theLSOilr r1g(111t1y or wrongly urge to-be rs 7 led s‘l{b-tcnants -
the samudayam or common ’land not mero tenants-at-will.” ?lgla o 5 b?ls: oo
ands which generally conipri.Sed thfﬁﬁdé éziiiont oé
; :ltivate

b the pays kari ‘ ' leved
» y p-}‘l' a?ls has um}oubtpdly rellcve thc latter from their irksome depend 1 ‘
. ' . v pellence_.
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on 8 number of landlords, and has placed them each undera single lancilord: That .

.was all that the Government could have-done in the matter. 1t was no part of its
duty to go further and record the supposed-titles of sub-tenants to occupancy rights
as suggested by Mr. Tremenheere in para. 50.. For purposes of revenne adminis-

tration, the pattadar is primd facie regarded as the occupant of the land, and it is a-

question to be decided on the evidence in each case whether his right of occupation

has passed to another by prescription or otherwise. The battle between the =
.mirasidars and their sub-tenants in this Tespect is not a new one, but has been’
raging for several years, with varied success ; and in its decision in A. 8. Nos. 106 *

and 107 of 1882, the High Court has distinctly ruled that mere length of tenure

for any number of years will not give a right of occupuncy to a‘cultivator let'in as

a tenant from year to year. Thero is no evidence to show that the Chingleput

sub-tenant is anything more than such cultivator. o ‘
. Throughout the world, there will-always be a certain section of the population,
which, from want of capital or other causes; must be content with occupying the

- position of "a sub-tenant or tenant-at-will, which is the intermediate stage between
a labourer in tlie field and a tenant with occupandy rights. . Neither the field -

labourer nor the sub-tenant can become all at once a tenant ith occupancy rights.
Their improvement will necessarily be slow .and gradual, keeping pace with the
general progress of the country, Any violent changes, therefore, that would disturb:

the natural conditions of society will lead to more harm than good to the community

at large. . . o IR
31. Recent inquiries made by Mr. Subba Rao, Sub-Assistant Director of Agri-
Noria.;Mr.' Subba ‘R‘n(-) visitéd ‘about 9 to 12
-villages in each of the taluks of Tiruvallir,

Baidipet, Chingleput, and Madurintakam—
42villagesin all,” T T

sub-tenant’s share of produce prevailing
“in_the district show that, as’a gencral
-rule, the system followed-is that of an
“equal” division of the grain- produce-

between the landholder and the Cu]titt""{;lht()_l‘,'}t]le former: paying: the Government
- assessment and the latter bearing all the charges of cultivation. ' This has been the
tmmemorial custom of the country and Mr, Subba Rao found that the pariah

sub-tenants always prefer this'modé of division to any other. ; -

- +* - The straw, which always commands a good price in Madras; generally goes to

* the cultivator, though sometimés the landholder ‘gets- one “big bundle”" worth
about a rupee for each kani of land (1-32 acres). - Where baling has to be resorted to

to any considerable extent in Arriguting. the crops, the  cultivator often gets 50 '
per cent. more than the usual half and half share. " Another mode of.  sarqm ” or-
- sharing the prodtice from rigated land, which is also largely prevalent in’ {he -

. district, is for .the cultivator to' pay a certain: fixed quantity “of produce to the
) -lapdholder, generally averaging-less than half the gross produce; and take the rest
AXalam = 96 Modras measures, S f}Vith tthe tstz;mr_. I. ITho.“quantitty vq;'iies

- : — 1010 T s q + - irom two to four kalams—sometimes five
1 M“d”’s fmeasure = 1 12._ Tmperial seers, - - kalams—of paddy per kani (1-32 acres),
-according to the quality of the land. Ty this case, the land-owner pays the Govern-

ment assessment, while the sub-tenant hears all the cultivation expenses, and is at
liberty to grow as many crops as he likes. - In some villages again,.the cultivator

bears all- charges, including the Governmént assessment on the ‘land, 'and gives-

the land-owner a small grain or a money rent or both. If it is grain rent, the
-* A markal = 8 Madras measures, . markals* per kani for first crop and half

the quantity for second érop ; on dry lands two markals-for first and one for second ’

crop.  When money rent is paid the amount generally varies from Rs. 11'to Rs. 3
per kani for wet and As. 4 to Re. 1 for dry. . Where both grain and money rents
prevail, the landholder gets about 3 markals of paddy plus half to one rupee "on -
each kani of wet lanQ; the rest goes to the cultivator.” o Co T

82, These rates do.not contrast unfavourably with those of other districts, In

some cases they are decidedly more favourable. In South Arcot, where the cultivator

culture,’as to_the rates of viram or the

" -~ landholder gets. on. wet lands 4 to 5.

hamst -
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e;upplies the cattle and the landholder the seed-grain, the former takés two-fifths of
the paddy and  half of ground-nut ménus twice the quantity of seed. : In: Trichi-
nopoly,-the sub-tenant employs his own.-cattle and pays for all extra labour. -~

“- and_is. contented ith-only, one-fifth of the grain and half .the straw, the seed .

being : apparently -supplied by the land-holder. In Tanjore the porakudi, who-
.erhlploysp?xis‘ ow}r; Pplough, - cattle,. and agricultural . 'meleme’nts_ and finds _ also

‘the- seed-grain, gets on an average only

d":I."’ar-a...:7 of Board’s Proc;aedings in @.0., about a third of .the gross * -produce.
- dated . 29th October 1885, No. 1195, and The lands, - however, are fertile; - the:~
~__pages 381 to 3806 of the Tanjore Manual. . -'.irrigation is unfailing and the porakudi is

garam. L eeeee e 23‘P8¥ et always certain of getting his share from
or reaping e .. T ow . ‘He. : :
Forthreshing’ .. ... 8L o ¢ ~-one year to another. He  gets also free

Total .. 82}

—

[

~'house:sites as long as they remain. on
~ the,farm, and some advances of money
- without interest.” In Kistnd and Godi-
- varithe sub-tenant bears all the expenses

of cultivation and pays also'a‘pbrfioii'of the water-rate and gets half the produce.”

produced.

)

In Ganjam he bears all cultivation charges but gets only two-fifths of 'the paddy "

" On the whole the Vsub‘-fe'nanté' in Cll‘iflglépu‘t, the b_‘ull_{ of thm_arefPériahé,’
cannot be said to occupy a less favourable position than that of similar classes in the” -
rest of the Presidency. They have also the ‘advantage of a good market at the

Presidency town.:

-l

o —

. <83, Pariahs as agricnltural labourers.—In section IX. of Lis note, Mr. Tremen-
heere treats of: the.condition of the Pariahs as agricultural labourers. He divides -
them into two classes, free-labourers and Yond-labourers. The former he saysalways

- % get good wages near the Presidency town and’ fair wages elsewhere,” and stand

- in need of no special measures of protection ; but the latter, partly consisting of

" the descendants of the old slaves ascripti glebee, who still attach themselves to the
lands tilled by their ancestors, and -partly - recruited -from vthe‘-extkreme poor,
especially such as need a loan of Rs. 10 or 15 to repay a’debt or to marry them-
sclves or their relations, are said to be little: better -than :slaves.  No attempt is -

~ made to frame even an approximate estimate of the proportion of .the labourers that «

* fall under the latter category, but whether:the number is large or small, it is'a very * *
significant fact that ‘ even after-slavery was-first mitigated and then abolished,

- the serfs continued .to work under- their old. masters and: their descendants (also) -

ccontinite to do so until this day under theiname of padiyal” (para. 55). ~ This. .
“hereditary attachment of the so-called bondsmen to their masters, notwithstanding -
- the" existence of the large labour market in Madras almost at the labourer’s door;
.can only be explained on the assumption:that the relations between them are gene-
rally satisfactory. This'is fully borne out by the experience of the Acting Third
Member of the Board, who was.connected With the district for over seven years,
and made it his special business to investigate its economic condition when writing
- a manual of it. -He found that the relations of the mirasidars with their pariah -
sub-tenants and farm servants were friendly, and that the former, owing to the -
scarcity of labour and the: high  rates. which pariah labour commanded in Madras,
were compelled to bo considerate in their treatment and liberal in their terms. -

: .34, Description of bonds ordinarily executed by labourers, and convictiong
“-under the Breach of Contract Act.
in which the cxecutants bind them
as padiyals (farm-labourers) or to C \eir A
terms of years or until the loans arc dischdtged, and states “ that such bonds arg
specimens of the thousands that exist” and'that though * most, if not all, of these.
: AT law " the padiyal does not know this and lives'in
dread of a suit before the Village or District Munsif, or imagines himself (not with-
out cause) liable to be arrested by the Magistrate and sent to jail.”” It may be
true, ‘as reinarked - by Mr.. Tremenheere, that. the Breach of  Contract Act X1II. of -

bonds are not énforceable b

\
A
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=Mr. Tremenheere gives a list of 18 documents  »
selves, in consideration-of loans received, to work - ‘
pledge their sons or relations to work, for long .



s

. Act in the Chingleput district during,

advance. "The documents referred -to by Mr. Tremenhee:
- materially in this respect, = . - C
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1859, to which reference is made in the above extract, is a badly drawn enactment;
but it is difficult. to'understand-hoxv, in the face of the express decisions of thé
High' Court, declaring that the Act is not applicable to cases liko those mentioned
by Mr. Tremenhegro, the district officers ‘could have allowed: the Act to
istered in a manner which, as Mr, Tremenheere says, *‘ has sent hundreds of
innocent men to prison or condemned them to g species of slavery,” - Mr. Treme:
heere has not furnished any statistics of the number of persons punished under the
i past years, but states generally that in the
whole Presidency nearly 9,000 persons were prosccuted under the Act in 1889.
It is not clear how this figure was obtained, but from the Appendix to the High
Court’s Report for the year, it would appear that Mr. Tremenlicere has erroncous]
“taken the total of the
discharged and the number convicted, - The total number of .persons prosecuted,
including those standing over from rprevious years, was only 4,488, of whom not
more than 962 were convicted, while 3,476 wero acquitted or discharged. In 1890,
only 5,205 were prosceuted in the whole Presidency, and 1,103 convicted. - Statistics
~obtained from’ the Registrar of the High Court show that during the past eightg
Yyears, less than 164 Persons on an ayerage were prosecuted ufder the Act in the!
whole of the Chingleput, district, while the average number annually convicted did !
not exceed 36 persons. In four out of the cight years, including” the Tast three,
e B the number convicted ranged from 13

. . to 20 per annum. Most of then, it is]
Number of persons believed, are artificers: - Judged by theso! .
_ B ey —— statistics, there is clearly no foundation
District. | Years. - | during the Acquitted ~ for Mr. Tremenheere’s statement that
: : g}‘;‘;gﬁi‘;‘g .C o | Convicted, , the Breach of Contract Act, as adminis-
rom provi- | discharged. | T hor0q 5 the district, has sent hundreds )
- T yems. ___of innocent men to prison or condemned .
P “‘\” \13. them to a species of slavery. . . ,
% f1sss 1L a3 ‘180" |- 5 . . It cannot bé denjed that, occasionally,
Bl . AR Tl 3% instances may occur (like the one refer-
P ofumss U} g3 [ 8 . red to in para. 64 of Mr. Tremenheere’s
& |l mo s 15~ noto) in which the subordinate magis-
R Rttt N T I T O S tracy abuse their powers to the ruin of

- ‘ — » .- some unfortunate lahourer, but such cases
s SN S S might occur under any other enactment;
and t_he): can only ])9 put down by tlie exercise of constant vigilance on the part of
the district and divisional officers,” . :

35, ‘Referring again to the cighteen documents mentioned by Mr.  Tremen-
heere; it is observed that five of them appear.to have been exccuted' twenty to
twenty-five years ago, five more; nine to twelve years back, while only two are of
a recent. dafe (1889—99). The full purport ‘of .the documenis cannot be ‘judged
fx-on_1 the brief translations given of them in paras. 56 and 58 of the note, but it is
obvious that their general tenor cannot be understood in the sense of binding the

) s 663012 : : . . . . .
executants to work “in licu of Interest,” 7.e., in consideration of the intercst due on
advances received, The general ri S -

dency, is, that the labourer get
as advance free of interest.. [f the

Men in the position of labourers 1,

{ . orrow mbné '6n the ; ity ir labo:
which is all that they have to-pledge, y tramen ity of their labour

1 ‘ In prineiple, this transaction is the same as

- .giving advances to domestic servapte
‘would be impossible to enforce: g
would, in the Board’s opinion, ho wrong to do so. This is tho only mecans which i
. -poor labouring men have of borr, . R B ‘.
... -Reference is made to the ¢
- in bonds by»whlch_a labourer
‘but the phraseology is simply a1,

of a month’s pay on entering service. It
prohibition of such loans, and,

if possible, it
OWing money. . o

Xpression f¢ man-mortgage” oecasionally met with
agrees to mortgage himself or his sons to'work,
elic of the old predial slavery days, and is nowhere

M ’

s

be admin-

remen-s

numbers shown as under. trial; the number acquitted or-

-

. i “ .
cere do not seem to differ ¢ 1, .\ .

.
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o o " ”‘-'trat:t-:

. a : , at the present day, as anything:more than.a mere con ok

serlousl}’.tllllg (%:;Sgﬁgﬁiei and tll?ldlabourer,’ by, which' the latter binds hm}self to ;’Wzlg

between d his sons or relations to work, as farm servants, on certain s't,lpu\aj_‘il

g:avﬁgé ?I?ﬁlﬁthe moneys received as advances (generally without interest) are repaid. .
g )

insi - objectic in- sy ) ; in the . -
ing. i lly - objectionable in- such contracts; and, i -
‘seems.nothing. intrinsically - ¢ : atrac m e
’I{)lzzlr'liesif any Specieﬁ causes, there is no reason why the relations between master
LX) ?

' ira8idar and-the Pariah—should not be left to:be regulated by}
and_ S((ailzvzgt."_lg:: (?fl-u(‘l?;it‘gdégnd s?lp'piiy.-: :_Mr.’]Tremenhéerq : hlms‘e‘l'f: stziltes ‘ﬁlat i
’chlllssg l;)fl‘rtche};é bonds are not enforceable by 1aw; ‘ v.They.‘ are 1llega1 'alfea y—- m '

seems to be.enough. -

- 36 'I)en‘iﬁ'hd. foi; ag;ié;litufél 'llabv'our.‘in the VdiAstrict.—"From the statistics fur-

. e 3t appes "of - the - total agricultural
i .the Census Superintendent, it appears that, of tl :
“;i)ssfl(zixtit:)}r’l E)flethe'district F653,50’(), orily 122,494 * or 18:75 ,pe}-kpept_.r areclassed -

B s et CIRLE PESEE "'Ag-;riéultﬁral ?pdpulatiéxi.: - N
l R E tal I -1 -Pariah
T A " Total - L.« - | population.
.. Taloks. . population.| g o - denie ] Farm “f‘emrs [ PR
. o -+ | ‘holders. < selfvants.s abourers. | . al
s X . B ),91 ' " 86,518 | 71,360
; ' . ‘ 2 39,141 | 28,073 ) 9919 | 0,382 | 86,518
et L Bran || oser | 2010 6,207 | 8,114 84125 | 34835
. Chingleput Ik .. " .| 176123 | ‘695617 29,132 6,052 | 13,974 _ug.;;l, b 47,200
L. Conjeeveram taln] s . 'lit ‘ .. 42’548 o '-4,746 ‘ 1’222 102 . 271 173’384 A 76 435 .
 iiatakem P e | SeT |- 74383.| 65,444 | 18,622 | 14,985 | 173, s foams
Posnd e e oo | doisos | 1An | weer | isiees | |
IR o P | 170,939 . _67,701:|-" 26,734 |. 2,418 | 15,317 | 112168 | 45574
“Tiruvallr - v ¢ Tee - 0 |- . ;! . a9 ' ‘
L  Total .. | 1,136,928 346,027 | 184,986 | 48,79 | 74,215.) 653,507 | 310,565
. e ’ L AR R ’ . " .. ! v

as

in para. 15 ‘supra, thé pariah agricultural labourers are given as 82,034, but Mr.
1 . ot

S u ' ‘ g : ‘a . isi t » ehumeratbn

t a [“;' Sl a tes‘ tl]at (‘) W .lll tO a w ant Of precm;on on the pdrt Oi LI Ie. v t q’
1 0 in Chinglepl;.t and : Some Othér distl‘icts,' I‘ecoi‘ded tlle Occupatlon‘of_agr cul- .
wil ] 1 l

P v ? s ithout denoting the nature of thé labour, a large . .
tural labourers as’*‘ cooly ” simply, e 1 work for the greater part. if not
number of persons actually engaged in agricultural w ’gTaking,’I') tht’a: total”

' ' ' “other labourers.”
le, of the year,.were classed under “other labourers.” 2
gxlrzrgg?g (Sl’ﬂ?ivatim?in éhe district at 903,000 acres, Grovernment, . inam, and zamin

+ dari lands, both first and second crop, it is observed that the total number of
: H

‘agricultural labourers shown above (viz., 122,494) gives only one labourer for every

7+4 acres of cultivated land, dry and wet. If:only the adult males and females are

. i N l . S f
taken into account, there is only one labourer available for 'everlyrll212 acres or sn(l)i,1 ((136
which' 62 per cent. or more than 72 acres are wet. *.Even if full  allowance is

it i hat istri : ‘a dearth of .
de assification, it is clear that :the district suffers from a learth of -
i?rigfli‘fx‘t;{(l}alﬂiﬁr:a:1’%1111’is difficulty has always existed in the Chingleput district,

. . i Malt
owing to its vicinity to the Presidency town, and sg far back as 1845, Mr. E. Malthy

resl S T ' : d the Pariahs) *
" wrote 1= loyment which the labouring cl4sses (the Pallies an NIRRT
e ho Presidoncy (town) and adjacent military cantohments, both raises tho

.

rate of wages and renders them adverse to the labours of field-work.”- * The difficulty.

is every year greatly increasing owing to’the-steady increase in the demand for

i i irections i idency town, and no
been growing up in all directions in the Presider v an -
}Siz}-):;,l:etrh;f‘o]?fsofethisgca.n‘ bebdezired than the chronic difficulty of obtaining labour
(=]

. “the district whi of : t work only in the hot
in. alt factories of the district, which are, of ‘course, a An the hot
;I(:asttl)lr? «Swzrl]lfen there is. generally no ,occupatlon in the fields.  Under such circum-

)

. stances, it is impossible to suppose ‘thartl"the la,%)ouring -classes czimbe subJemed
B Cvation ” as alleged by Mr. Tremenheere: -~ = - ' 0. oy
. es’ as'a y e

- W %tgrt‘{?et uc)reln‘:ff tables of ogczqyaﬁon,v the age limit _fo(xi a(tlu(]itgha.i Eﬁgﬁlgalf)zntﬁ: A

' ¥ igher limit, say 18 or 20 years, were adopted, as 1 e
15 ‘agggﬁh%faﬁg{% ll:{)ourer; in}t,h'e district would be still more strikingly established.

gre

1 in . would be : lation of
- The following statement compares the Erqportlon of the labouring poggnZitlt)e:I;gd

e recent census tabulation.

all ages in different districts agco;dirg‘ to t m

-
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- . L. R - . N MAAMMMMW ) . . ot : . . .o
' ‘ 7 R & " _morning meal generally consisting of cold.rice or kanji and alittle rice—should
~with reference to the area under jrriont an: fln o . L - . ot bo taken at more than Rs. 16 or Rs. 17. This would leave .the labourer a
. in Chincrle(;iff? ',fﬂfhc area unde1' lrng?t“m:,the proportion seems certainly very low b . surplus of about Rs. 12 after deducting the value of a .cloth éar_mas 10), a sum
: S oA T T U : N * sufficient, ‘according to .Mr. Tremenheere’s own estimate, to feed another soul for
———————————— ’ S six .months, with three meals a day.~ The correct way of looking at the -question, .
R " Farm servants and labourers, T e S ’ S - however, is to considerwhat is the total amount of grain. wages tha.t ‘the farrp - . ‘
- C Distrtess, | apretal T T —| Proportion. B T labourer generally carns and how far.they are sufficient to. support him and his.
o0 o Distrews. Cegricultuml | Nymberof - - | Proportiontototal . fof imigated ' Lo family. ' . T , L P i
. population. { .- T .. ~...| agricultural population of | tototal - s - amily. IR ) e ]
" | Famm —— | cultiated. o - . 88. The grain wages are usually paid, partly in the shape of a fixed allowance| . o
' . | servants, |Labourersf - Total. scﬁ;‘:&' Labourers.| Total, b . e e o o for each month, and partly in the shape} .~ o
. Ganim T — e unts. . : . .Noili_.f'i[{hesﬁ different kl];ldis of Iierqmiites 311'101, of perquisites, consisting of ‘a certain |* -
g eeos e ee| 406,913 1 10,438 £ T . . . . ocally known .as alampolam, 1andu-- . A ftl duce at th time _ -
Vizagapa-. { Non-Aeeney. 2 3 53,747 64,185 L2561 1321 5- ‘ K : A proportion of the pro 1 ' e 4 g
m,;""’ { %é’?ng;enf{ . xfogi;;?i 13»362 9(:,;;3(2* .‘lpf,ggi Tora e 19;5 } . i’: - 1. k_attfl,:ambarad;, and :_Lrala.vas’a_‘m,,‘resp;ec-. Igf ﬁ)arvest. The pgrquisi’c e’s form a very |
| Gottvari { feeney | Moiin ]| g ‘272:422 '-3}§:999 Caes| o508 zee b oty 0+ . important item in the carnings.of ‘the ! .
" Netlwer POREERO .1’?:%;33 et | i | w007 |  eat| 1ea 1075 | i:- - ' " ° " padyal, who, according to immemorial custom, gets all the grain left on the thresh- ; ;
Cuddapah = 11+ TTH Cqppgy | e | (1241601 183,019 | 392 1686 | 2078 23 T ing floor ;. a certain quantity of the grain’left at winnowing and at the place ‘where ; ..!
e N 4112001 8166 |’ s | Nowaos |1 Yag | harf el w0 oo " the grain is heaped; and-finally a certain- proportion of the clean grain. - The .
fumool .. N 423,832 s ILIS0 | IoMEes ). lds ). 1603 ST T T S | P perquisites are generally fixed so as to cover.also the wages of the padyal’s wife, :
- Chinglepai < <1 1| o0 2 s e | rao| . lem| Naeloo 2 0 7 o - who is expected to he]p at the time of -harvest, but if she does not, the perqu;s;tes\
T gathdrdd L L5788 v anE | | iTaol s 1w 6 B o are reduced proportionate]y—generally by about onc-half.. The. monthly wages .
Mmoo o 1L | piovgs | S2en | aosgor [ 2isees | o asg| 1392 |- 1003 | . 55 : * and the harvest perquisites vary in different villages—the perquisites being less if | o
- Trichinopaly <. I1) Coiglary | ao'ies LTl tovies | gl s8LY sles| g3 s - : - the monthly'allowance is greater and vice versd ; but the aggregate amount of the X
* Tianevelly " DI %gg;’?z 0| 739’257 L2677 | (151,934 [ 29 | }g:g?' 1536 |- 15 N { B . earnings does’ not differ much in rural'vﬂ_l?lge§. ."From careful ;nqg1r1¢.as_;13st1tuted %
CQuimbatore L. T nuests |, 56050 | dmiat | Seenar| - R R R o R © f} . by the Sub-Assistant Director of Agriculture in four taluks of the district, it would
CBalem L. 1Tl SRLL T 618e | ga76 | asle0 | 1043 | tay 44 I ST s s e ... .. appear that the month]y'_w\:ages,‘together‘. s
o JenthGanara T gsrang | gyop | WG| 26349\ . 234f . tem s g B¢ . ‘Notn—According to -the information fur-. With the harvest perquisites, generally -
«—\_J 1,466,508 | - 214 ',62::3& ‘624,’63} 3.33 . ég:g? A:g.‘gg . T ) .~ nished - to the (Sub-Assi.s‘tant"Di_xfeqtor a 'Aavex;aged _from 90_t9,. l.OQ‘“Madras mer- L :
. W y ' — —— i -padyal can m&m})gf; ,‘Yith.og‘?a.sé.":?‘l hell’%"':kals‘_'(SOOf' to 900 1. seers” of paddy) a .
L » yages ot r farm”; ' “Reofors RN *- "of course, about 3 kanis or about 4 acres of ‘e thouoh in a few villages they were
st B ges of ~paglya1s< ,017‘filrl_nVFse,l‘V_a,nt?._—Refernng_’ to “the wages paid to AR A ~* ‘wet land, the produce from which is esti- -Zlig{;tl y (I’ZS% : age}a oing 80 tgo Q4 m}(;rkals 7
RN - -Asgivenby . Asreduced  2gricultural labourers, Mr. Tremenheere . -+ mated at from 30 to 40 kalams of paddy, a2, AT AN ey o T ands were . -~
. MIr. johnson, ‘' BY Mr. Tre- states (paras. 60 to 80) that th : . Coe W "*:+ kalam being equal to 12 Madras merkals. e m o 7 TR ST N TS
e T memheere, zf)nn:m:l ea.rx‘:in' s);of“‘lf ‘ eestxmaie B ‘ ’J1 kol =8 Madras'measures. -+ " fertile - arrd .the yield - proportionately ]
. Padya S RS A A, e - [.tarm servan e : -“1 merkal =- TOeAsures.: ¢ o Narco. - : RPN rerks
- .Padyal . or male" i BS... 4, given by Mr. 'John‘sgn 18 - excessi g B | .1 Madras measuro of. paddy weighs $9-6 tolas large, the)f amountgd to’ 120 merk_d 8. . o
- farm labourer 56 3 .87 &  thatit s XCOSIVO an ‘ : =712 Lseers. . . - . .. andmore. . The Sub-Assistant also foind = - . : ;
- Femalo labourer.. | g9.3 {1313 :.-ﬂig nl]t;sjgo}l.l(’irll‘)lq,rgduc.e d as shown on L : T Ceo ot that the padyals were unwilling to accept
o Boy oL W 0 279 - son’s g;tbll?t o cotails of Ml John- BT 117/ 8 merkals a month, or 96 meikals a year, in lieu of the usual monthly wages, one
o TR PR CSUIAte are given below:— N ~ meal a day and annual. porquisites, or to exchange the perquisites-for a fixed" .
Note—-In ' ‘ ST e T‘x;eli;e: m 11 Kals'of vadd : Annual value, : ﬁ ' addition of thrée. merkals. a-month to their usual monthly allowance. On' the ) .
— ine oo 8 3 : : : s en ¢
‘ Impzricff ‘;:frl;’aﬁ:p?sim of paddy’into -~ (or 15 mz::rk:i:‘rbg xa,}fs pg?; RS A ’ ' , whole, therefore, the padyal’s average carnings may safely be t.akgnrat,Sf I\I_aéi&'as, T
. mistake, which has b otnson hasmade a © ‘mensem=47} scers of 80 tolas, - - 21- 0  ° o - -~ .merkals a month, or 96 merkals per annum, equal to 860 Imperial seers of paddy. . -~ .. ;
<o T eencorected, - One meal aiday (@t Rs. 2.2 - N .. In none of the villages visited by the Sub-Assistant Director, except one or two, .
L e e e month) e D240 0 ny ' were the yearly earnings less than 84 Madras merkals (762 I. seers), while in the Do
S el Perquisites. of various kinds =", .+ excepted villages, the padyal's wife was allowed a larger perquisite. . . . . - )
S SR SRR 1701‘9@“‘ se e we 674 ‘ - . " In addition to the wages mentioned above, the padyal often gets a bundle K
R A RS 'AﬁZS,ﬁthayegr- : 1'1 cae 0100 ' ' R of straw for thatching his house.or hut; presents on occasions of marriages and
T o 7 Extra plggfé;etg SO T 0 14 ’ S ' occasionally also small rent-free plots of .ground for cultivation, the tillage, &ec., i
e .. - 0o .- Foregono'intercst on advances. . . gg ‘ a S being done by "the master’s bullocks. When the padyal’s wife is confined  or i
o R R R A "“when any-deaths occur in the family, the attendant expenses,are alspili)orlhleiby E
T o _ -~ -Total 'y, - 56. 3 - ! ij . vthemaster. T T oo T e 11 R .
* The Board remarked at the time thay the valuo of the meal Loy T ’ | -t " 89, Mr.»Johnson, in his report previously referred: to, gives the total grain .
~or Rs: 24 2 year) Wa: {;egclgssg?e that the valuo of the meal (at Rs, 2 a month ‘ N t L SRS T p o p Wag)és and pei'q'u’isigbeé (exclusive of the . }
-~ estimate.” . Mr. Tremenheere )'6? ftlndv_'tho‘ught that Rs. 13 ay car would be a fair I % M#. Johnson has takén this merkal to beequal “midday meal) at 187 small merkals * a : 1
rice at the famine kitchens o; ! :ln s out that the cost of 4 meal of ragi mixed with N " 'to 5} seers, but this is wrong. The Chin- "year equal to about 824 Madras merkals _ :
" and that, at ordinary rates p-in? - Iast;y earwas only 5% pies at the then high prices, = ol © -~ gleput taluk measure weighs 1056 tolas of {740 T seers). . For the midday meal, = -
~ thinks also that the item of in lould'not exceed 4 pies a day or Rs. 8 q year.  He ~ :} [f{ =~ . . ¢ peddycr 132 scors.of 80 folas. -As the™rnygiye 1o the Sub-Assistant Director’s :
_ s also the e 1tem of interest forea Rs. 8) IY q e gt . * . merkal here is only 3 local measures we get:. i 77 e M ML ST 1 .
. thus reduces.the total valye of the ox;f?olr’xe (Rs. 3) should ho excluded, and he . | -1 2-1 : . only 396 seers against. 5} as stated by - investigation, 2 to 2% ollocks of ragi
_-nearly Rs. 3-2-0 a month, :!W'heroe pacyn s carnings tg Its. 37-3-0 a year or T i jf( ' " Mr. Johnson who has_apparently taken the . flour 'and‘._b‘ha:lf;aln‘ollqck of broken rce |
_generally the case in' regard to f5 wages aro paid almost entircly in grain, as is i weight of rice.. . -~ - ... .. - <. .Aare required, an ollock being equal to . .
~ the exact money value of the Wq:n,“ servants, it seems perfectly immaterial whether 'l Co R e 0 L of ' Madras measure. . About one and- 2
‘Mr. Tremenheere’s valuation to ] 203" 8 fal:ep at Rs. 56 or at Rs. 37; but assuming ] . “a-half to two Madras merkals of paddy a month is considered to be a fair equivalent - o
meal is fixed at Bs. 8 a year, as b orrect, 1t 18 clear that, if the cost of the midday -t h e T LT e o ;
ST TR e 2 2 ear, as hie proposes, the cost of the two other meals—tho S J | : R o | | ‘
. | [ %
- R
- . v A - -
" s IE . .
- ~[ \ - ) i




- raise the tota] earnings for ¢

. employed when there’

“estimated by Mr. J. S
“Months.  On other‘occasxohs‘ she' gety 2 Madrag measures .
to 11 annas, besides a mea] gt no ‘ :
Assistant Director’s.
is always avai]able for eight or nine
romen manage to earn Something by pounding anq husking paddy.
the year, the women and children ¢

52

. for the meal and i3 in fact given in’several'villages, in lieu of 4
carnings of the- padyal, ing luding "the midda meal, il]
r. Johnson, ‘amount to over 100 Madras merkals or 900 I
- Mr. Tremenheers is apparently ineliped "

Wil Rs.. 2-6-1 .and Rs. 1-3-0, respedtively,
8. 3-9<1 a month (para. 78), and ¢},
conelusions drawn from a's

- village ‘pays- each of his padyals
“meal ” ;- but My, T

, According to Lig note, th
““ 8 merkals a month,"” § i

b Mr. T cere evidy P to inquire wl
~of the local meafure was, nor to take .account of the har
* The village is inhabited } Kammavarg yp, | '
- alwaysow'ork'ivith the ﬂbourers and exgot - btem-‘.‘ It ’Ill{afi I},O w

. full work paying good wages, - Hie 7 merkals refcnod. to represent
R 7 : ., - whatare locally tormoq jodu merkals,”
eight such merkals being “ bara” merkalg given by,

in full detail by the Sup-.

tan I, ) iderable time in carefully in
subject,” usually-amount {q 36 “j6dy merkals,” both for t}, pady
who helps at the harvest, - o o o

- The totaleaming_s of the pzidya_l f'o'r"t}‘;é’ year 'Wi_ll

at the capacit

rticulirly large

thus B'e‘as‘folllb:ws'_ -- 2

T : el " Madrg
" (1) Total of the monthl

SRR c o merkalsof;addy.
Yy  grain Wages for the year 8 x. 12 j6du
merkals = 19 » |9 bara’ merkals = 19 X 12 x 3 local -
.. ;. Doeasures =']Q X 12, x 3. -1} or 540 Madras neasures = ,, @73
“-" NoTE~—~The loca] measure in Sembakkam is saiq to be larger than o
... eventhe Madurntakom neasure or about 1} Madrag measures,
. (2) Harvest Perquisites = 36 jsqy merkals = 25 Madras merkals, :
B - Half of this goes to.the;padyal and half to his wife | . 121
. ‘:(Z?) Equ;va!eql;. of the midday meal, 11 to 2 merkals a month oo 18 - o
. ; '. | ‘ s 1 e | | 98 or 8781. seers,
In'.;lle;same« village, sox'ne'.p'_ad%als are retained for only six months, durin
‘the cultivation >eason, from July to

ation se m July ecember, and get grain wages for that period, -
though the midday meq] i3 given almos't,thrpughout the year, In theso cases, the -
padyal’s perquisites amount to 421 Modrag merka]s,»which, “together. wit] the

monthly grain Wages, 332" Madras merkals, plus the middy

: y-meal (18 merkals),
he year to 941 Madras merkals (84% L seers), which can .
be supplemented to some ex ‘

' tent by odd jobs which the padya] is.free to do-durin
portions. gt*least'of the slack periqc)lr of sifl months, - . P . y : - g
- 40. Total earnings of the padyal and hig ‘wife,—~The wq
(the padyal’s wife) are given by Mr." Johnson at 62
%03 seers of 80 tolag g month,” 55 one meal a day. wit),’
amounting to 27 merkals or 107 ' !
whole‘i;ear in- addition to one m of -cloth, &e., valyed gt .
about Rs, 2-12-0; Mr. T  states, however, that the padyal’s vwife 35
never 'employed permanently - on g he iy only‘occasidnzilly
13 weeding, Teaping or .such like work; for win
about dn ‘anna, and: quarter a-day and that she will be lucky i employed on 180
days (or six months) in the year.” My, Tremenheere Lgg again omitted to take
note of the perquisites whic}, t_he_padya]’s Wife gets at haryoat (about 107 seers ag -
Which {5 alone sufficient to feq her for over two

(_)hnson) A

Loonea on, whenever tl,
inquiries show_

) ur or work of some kind or other
€ months,

ollect cattle dung and make it 1nto

16 meal, The totg] -
thus, according to
* SCCIS per annum, and,
Y 1nclined to accept this estimate (para. 72), though

income of the
or a total of only

g en pr(l)ceeds (para. 79) ton corroborate ” *hig

. study of several years, with g noge lately taken down -

in Sembakkam,'Chingleput taluk,” ! i e nzrunsif of this

, 18 48 cals » " 1n addition to a *“midday -

r. Tremenheere evidently did not sto i

t of rvest: Porquisites whicl, iy’
this villago,**

.becn\ascortained that

vestigating the .
al and his wifo

. -
fee P e ; i
v

‘ DTSN "Tremenhecre’s .
i s eaihle. - the “to .accept, Mr. Trement ey
sale, so 1 O L e i S i s hold paneoxes.
S throughoutht};eth}(; p’; dy al’s wife or- any fema e 1a . e
- statement tha AR

s

. 30rm Seriexoe-1892, Nos. 1010, 1010 A, Revewvi.,

R N T TR A e‘e'mrldyinent:'
co tliat overy one that is capable of work, is able to find some emp
‘so thiat every one ,

Y o e '7"': *,® et for Onl niner
ver, that the pad)*al’S'Wlfe is'in'a’ position to work fo y
ing, er, 2
- . Assuming, however,

ing ‘which’ she helps at the harvest, :
he yeéar, including -the period during which she helps at th
months'in the ye: ; including “the per

o . . v Cuw s e ‘.,_;., v »7.. r . -
““that 'is,” for, three or four: weeks;, he

‘ e 1 it Reh b hbreo iAol ttoabOUt ]_O‘\_
hreo months’ sbsence from ‘work i a liberal  total earnings’will amoun
Three months’ absen :

F 80=" 40”19 ‘Madras merkals i the shape of .
; ing that -even during her ac-" 44’ 12 “Madras I‘Iée'lkz;%ii;tn' 60, '3melx)'1$als= T
allo‘ﬂanc:x,ﬁssﬁ;ngg&s the expenses of Fned“’“?e?";p'e'rqu1s1t.es, ., ana about ., 6L
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1,215 Madras measures. of paddy or 1,360 I. scers for. the ériod, ‘a:quantity suffi-

cient to feed them for the whole year, and leave a. surplus.for two: months in -

addition, besides the earnings theycan pick up during the slack three months as

a reserve to fall back upon in times of need. This is exclusive,of the meals -
which they get, especially the male adult, for a considerable portion of the period.

Taking the cash wages as given above, the total earnings of the labourer amount to

Rs. 42-3-0 and those of his wife to Rs. 25-5-0, for nine months, giving an average

- of Rs.-8-8-3 and Rs. 2-1-9, respectively, per month, or. Rs..5-10-0 per month
-~ for. both, tkroughout the year... This sum will, at the average selling price of 16 seers
of rice per rupee, be sufficient to feed the labourer and his wife for over 161 months;

* Inthe aboye calculations the wages of the padyal’s-wife and those of ‘the
" casual labourer and: his family for three months have’ been”left ‘out, as also

the ‘income ‘women ‘make. from sellitig’ bratties or..from the produce of a milch
buffalo and various other. means. -. The food of .the woman is .also‘calcul;tted at the
same,_ rate as that of the man, and.is assumed to consist entirely of rice, whereas,

'

in practice,’it is only the night mezl that'is' made up of rice while" the two other -

mesls consist chiefly of ragi flour which is 70 per,cent. chedper than rice. "'If these
are allowed for, the savings will be considerably greater,” .~~~ "7

© 43, Tt will be evid'erit-frb‘m;ivl\lat has beén*'Sfated;in‘tlle p’recédihg‘ paragrﬁi)l;s‘ o

that,.  whethier regarded as a-sub-tenant: or a ‘laboyrer, he nowhere suffers -from
_“starvation wages,” but that; in ordinary seasons; he enjoys® a sufficiency of food
which' keeps him -in health and 'strength and has also- something to spare ' for his:
liquor:as admitted by Mr. Tremenheere himself; and, as is shown' by ‘the statistics
of -abkdri- revenue, a’large share of - which +is‘undoubtedly ‘contributed by -the’
- pariah population..: The Parial’s general condition, where :he i3 a labourer; is far
from- being" one of 'ease andcomfort; this-is the lot of almost all the labouring
classes in the Presidency, -but his ‘wants are foew and his standard’ of ‘comfort is
low; and, thanks also to the climate, he manages to live on food .which would be

insufficient to sustain life in cclder: countries.” This is fully borne out by the fact -

that even during the prevalence of distress-in asevere form during the past ‘year,
hardly two'per cent. of the pariah population sought employment-on Government’
relief- works which were ‘specially ‘undertaken in all taluks of ‘the district. “It'is’
frequently urged that the position of :the’ Pariah compares unfavourably with that’
* The caste labourer occ:isio;iaﬂ} gets ‘a'”slightlyy_i.

.. higher.wage than the. Pariah, but*this hap-: not to any msufﬁclency of food or. dimi-

. pens only  when he is required to do some. nution in lis earnings, but solely to the -

extra household work. /=~ - social degradation underwhich he labours’
el e h s i e owing Tto C the o constitution of “Hindu
society, which" has, for centurics, treated him as an outcaste, - cntirely beyond the’
 pale of religion and morality. In his general physique, his capacity for hard work,
and power of endurance, the :Pariah is in'no way inferior; if he is not’ in many"

respects superior, to the caste labourer occupying 'similar position in this‘and other. -

Cdistriets, oo Tl o s

... 44, In this connection; it maybe iﬁféréstfng- to quote’ what Mr. ‘P]a'c(e. éaid-
nearly a century ‘ago, when:reporting .on the, settlement- of the district. .- After
describing the different descriptions of meras or fees, he wrote as follows (paras. 85

37 Small'as the pittanco of 2 kalams of

o i

now excite, and benefit by, the compassion of the inhabitantg,i'ﬁtteljly 'dcgtit;utgf” -

:of the cdste *' labourer, but ‘this is due -

»301:11'»SEPTEMBE&"ISQ%fNos.*"il'Ql(.)",’_’l‘OlO'A,V_"RI;‘QENI:J:E_{"‘ . 85

efdps;n.ftér the account and measurement have been taken ; they are of no- gi’eat?_ an_louxnlt,'-“avnd,lv

s o 3 " -
therefore, were not deserving of separa'tlon., Sl g
o ,“‘36.:5‘,:&:"7~ EETR

LR IR SRR 2P o : R \2 "‘, K - . Ct .,~,":x".
grain per month may seem, it is yet adequate
toall the endsof subsistence, for it is calculated upon the mean of common years, an d, of course, |
is augmented in those of abundance,” on account. of the interest, which prompts every man fo.
pursue'his‘oWn"godd ; -the cultivator will not, from ‘}qqhnatl‘on,‘,let it fall below necessary pur- -
poses :—and for the reasons T have before stated, he is'sometimes compelled to enlarge it beyond

a fair.proporﬁon ; but there are other advantages; Wh}clg the families of these 1apourers derive from-
extra services, which.,they contribute. to the village, and for.which they: receive, although not a-

regulated hire, yetn requital which satisfies, them ;.and is . often their. only - support, ‘from the”

- dissipation of their héad. . For this reason, I have doubted whether it would be politic to attempt,

“ause not clearly ‘possible to effect, an improvement in the situation of the cultivator’s servants,
:)i?&u;te ;guld 6nl§ tlé'nd to weaken'tho government of themselves; and leave’ their fﬂ@@?’?}}?ﬁ

*Yf il b6 'seen irom tho above extfact that M. Place, who devoted. his -

special _attention to the subject, found ‘that the average earnings of the farm.

*corvant amotinted to about 24 kalams a monith (this.is evidently the small kalam)

equal to about 105 pukka seers.” “ From calculations given in a previous portion
of the report, it would seem: that Mr.. Place took' 4,800, pukka seers. to be.equal to
a garce; the scer is. thereforo. two-thirds of :a Madras measure.. - At this rate, the-

farm servant’s earnings. at 105 pukka seers.will amount to 83 Madras merkals per:

mensem or.105 merkals per. annum.:- Trom:this, however, a small deducticn has to

be made on account-of: the fees of artificers, which -were included in the original:
calculations. ., Mr.. Place shows,. however, that the fees.so_included. were:* of no-

eat amount,and, therefore, were not: deserving of separation”;; but even deducting:

one-tenth on this account there would: still be -left about.95 Madras merkals for the:

farm servant, which is about the average armygd at‘,in'P?‘,ra.’ 39;$uprd. ,5;;:, R

‘45.. Set’tiﬁ'g‘.asidé )chesé;calcula’cions,n}vhighrnecessarily leave .out: of";icc_ognt: E
various in'édrﬁings avhich it is impossible to. estimate accurately, 'I‘Ehgfreal condlglonf. »
of the Parighs .may be .gaugedin another!way, viz., -by..determmmg .} the amount’
uéﬁally spent on luxuries. .:From calculations .worked out by the .Comfl}_lsswner‘; of- .
Separate..Revenue, it is observed that the amount annually spent or drink by:the:

: -populzttidnlof‘;the;Chingleputfdistrict_ comes to about 8% lakhs of rupees, which .

;.. gives.a rate of:Re."1-0-6 per head of
T noughly oS AORLIS P o the portion * of -the population” which 1s
not under any prohibition;against drink, Taking the pariah population at 310,565, -
according to the recent census, it will be seen that these people voluntarily tax
themselves, at a very moderate calculation, to the extent of Rs. 3,20,000 annually.:.
This is_at-the rate of over.Rs. 4 for cach.family. If, ‘on.the other hand,. the:
calculation ‘is made on the number of adult males and a deduction-be made for the
approximate number of the other’ castes to. which the consumption of arrack and:
toddy is permitted, but which notoriously does not drink, then the annual liquor-

S e Roughly estima'géd'.ﬂftt 'b.b{)ufi’i’{_i: pc

" bill of each pariak male adult amounts to nearly Rs. 5. This is probably nearer the
. truth. -The fact clearly” shows a substantial ‘surplus of income; over expenditure

and:disproves the existence of-any widespread destitution, - -~ L
- It may-be noted that Mr. Tremenheero- cites the consumption of liquor as one

and 37 of his report dated 6th-October 1795) :—  .1: L

% 35.- The first, which I shall notice; among'thdse contained in the former of these two classes,”

as that which gives creation to the rest, is ¢ ka/arasam’ or the subsistence of the labouring parial;
servants of the husbandmen..: The kolavasam of the mirasidar’s servants differs from-that of the '
payakaries ;. the oue varies from 3} to-113 per cent. upon the tirva produce, the other from 4% to"
" 4'¢ per cent. and upon an average in the Tripasore purgunnah was 54, in Karungooly 4.24, and in.
Conjeeveram 432.- . The lowest russoom ‘which the scrvants.both of mirasidars and payakaries:
receive prevails chiefly in the agraharam or Brahmin villages. "Thisalone would be an insufficient

subsistence, but inevery village a custom prévails, regulated, I presume, by the facility or difficulty
with which it is watered, whereby tho servants during a'stated number of months in the year are’

of the causes of parish destitution, but this is begging the whole question which-
he was bound to prove. Drink in Chingleput, as elsewhere in-the Madras Presi-
deticy, is niot a potent cause of crime.  The statistics of criminal justice disclose no- .
tangible proportion of crime attributable to excess in drink; such as is:the case in* -
Great Britain. Drunkenness does not obtrude itself. On the contrary, drinkisto a:
great extent consumed as a part of, or as a'supplement to; food by certain classes,
fo which its use'is not forbidden by custom, dating long before British rule., "
“-* Tt is, for instance,’a inatter of common . observation that during the ;palm(irra_,
toddy season, the physical condition of the lower orders all over the country under--
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h : : . A ol IRET OF TOnLAS : SR oes unmi i It " toyi i i bject to sug-
" to receive a further payment in grain from their masters, which continués or'ceases in proporti B S B goes‘unm}§takab1(3' m rpverqent., It ls.mer‘e .tOymg with a seuops subject S T
" to the extent of their fees, and in the end équalizes the.whole to about 2} kalams orliog) ;Iﬁg : : I ,‘3 gest that, if a Pariah a)rmks in moderation,-it is a cause of moral degradation, -and"

seers per month. . In this column are also included such fees of. artificers, as are taken. out of the. ' 4 b 1s. evidence .of -general poverty, and not- of-a 'measure of prosperity.- “Even’ the

.
.
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ypxjk.lg‘g::}pdjygysiqglz'xg.x’"m_ffljl,l.lag{s-,totally,;iﬁco;npaﬁjble with Dbesotted . excess .in L e L T

~ strong. drink, or with'a. condition, of chronjc starvation, | ./ 0 T _ . , , directed that in all cases1 the d}cl)uble, '(?ntrg'_{s‘hlpuld be discontinned and the nanies of
-1 46.. Mirasidar’s claims to village-sites occupied by Pariahs.-Comin now .to - b ' - the present occupants alone shown in the accounts. It was'considered, however,
the question of the mirasidar’s claims to village-sites occupied by. Pariah su%-te'nahtg o ' ¢ that-any distinct disavowal of the mirasidars’ claims sug:’h{ as'Mr. Mullaly pro-

- and farm: servants,. Mr. f.Tremenheeref'states?'that: this -préposterous claim.is g - - posed.to make would be both injudicious and unnecessary.” . ol

e

¢ potent instrument of oppression ;- that “Sometimes rent is exacted; gencrally - * ! .+ -48. Mr. Tremenheere s of opinion that the ordeérs of deernh&ht in this matter - . - .
- the pumpkin and other. poor. vegetables of the tin “backyard are:taken ziway asof - .~ : ‘can have little or no cffett. - The Board considers that, with tact and judgment, the :
right; while, if. 2 member of the family should displeasé the  master,’ whether by = - o local officers should generally be able to protect the labourers against oppression and

wrong, without, at the same: time, causing unnecessary friction between them and

- the mirasidars; but when their disputes are unfortunately carried into the ‘courts,
‘the Board considers that steps should at once be taken,: through ‘the Goverhment
Pleader (who should always be instructed togive prompt intimation to the Col-
lector), to have Government made a party and the claims of mirasidars to village-sites
fully ‘contested. Meanwhile, there seems 1o necessity for taking any legislative

. action, nor for the imposition of quit-rent on éxéessive housesite holdings, as recom- -
mended by Mr. Tremenheere (para. 87). This last suggestion, it may be observed,
‘is-merely Mr, Farmer’s proposal in another, shape, rejected by -the Board in its -
Proceedings, No. 2377, dated 19th October, 1881. ' The excessive occupations’ of
village-sites are not new nor, as pointed out by the Honorable Mr: Grose in his’
letter printed in the Board’s Proceedings above referred to, are the ‘always due;:
even-in recent cases, to mere * encroachment ” ;" being often obtamed by actual’
purchases or by decrees of the civil courts.” To place any undue restriction’on the

" already existing internal distribution of village-site land will tend to lower the’
value of house-property, which has always been one of the most common and most’ . .

wishing to leaye the village to better himself, or by wishing to work under another
master, or.by.any: petty.act of disobedience, the house may .be pulled down or

its: entrance_blocked . up or life_made, intolerable in the family in other -similar
~ways.” . .From the correspondence printed in .G.0., N 0."704,. dated 3rd September-
©.71890,:1t would seem that in recent years the mirasidars have been in the habit} of
- makinga bolder. assertion.of their rights to house-sites than they: appear to have

. .. . . . N
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- done formerly. .. So long as wages, which are generally paid in, grain, are fixed b

~.immemorial .custom, the farm servant has generally little or no inducement to leave *

- _one master and seek service with another, but if he does_ wish for a change,. he can

- always effect his object by, paying back any advance he, may have recei ed, which_.
- he generally manages to do .with thé help of his new master, who alyg undertakes =~
to give him fresh .‘house‘-sitqs,;ivffnpces‘safy.' . But it is obvious.that. the position. of-

et Wihout 8. Jreo housouito ytbigh-be-eancall his own, -is decidedly
" unsatisfactory 4. there have not. been wanting instances,.in which the mirasidars -
have attempted to annoy the Pariahs in various ways and to eject them, especially |

MM_L )

- when the relations betwcen "he?‘;}.’“d becomesstrained. .4 caseof '-tdhis kl?d occglgled i " : valuable formsef property in this country. ““So long as the object of the assignnient’ .
- not long ago in a village in the Saiddpet taluk, in-which the mirasidars claimed that N is not defeated by cultivation or otherwise, the interference of Government should’

the  Pariahs were their farm labourers, that the site of tlieirjparache?ilwas ‘their -
absolute property by immemorial usage, and that they possessed a right to oust

S

- . be as little as possible.

49, Separate sites to be set apart,wherenecessary—'l‘he on]yactmnthat

- their farm servants  whenever they refused to' serve. . “The” mirasidars even went : S SRR e o o ST
: the'lﬁe‘rig‘t'hj‘of";e'r_i‘t,e'ripg'"ox}~ thé’bardch'é_r'i ‘st and corll_structe_(‘l_,t\Y? sheds ;thqre,.- N i - need. be ’faken_ at: prgserllt 1Is) to llset.gal)al‘f ; _wéxereve_r the necessity. is - proved;.
"~ . ploughing up a portion of it." Mr. Galton, who ‘was then Colléctor of the district, . it :ii)epm'}ate.vﬂ]z{)ge_-%mS for.t ’ef “?3? S <t>1ut_9,.,an 8, rfse%‘Vf%d,-fOE pubhqp;xrposcs }f)?lf, o
T "«;_1.-_. T . RSP PO S s A SR Y ‘t‘:‘f n V‘in'tk(')'vthe whoIe uestidn and e ;’ » oug 1t.;nf, Yy xovernmen ) W GI‘O. .1ese are no ’s_u cien proposqs may ‘ej - N -
- Vide Boarl's Procs,, No. 1647, TthTaly 1886. - 700 4 (b 00 th?n‘;th‘e‘stdte F O i 1 . submitted by tho Collector for acquiring lands undér’ the Land Acquisition Act, |
h@d“co'_nip_léfq 'iji\_‘ghtf-:tq\do_rl:frollt]ie"apbtdpfiqtidﬁ 'ofA\’racgi.nltlzyi]lag‘ef;sit-es in mirasi as o IR a x'l_uchl .doubtles‘sv ’(’:ovgé'}&’».suz}l_ cases, _thezufs_e;of.t_lanvd;ifvgx% fz?llagis;tebemg as much.a.
e ke, Hateningy sfwid th damiof thebuton ol U iyt e meingof o 4t e Aot e ony iy f
. paracheri ‘as. unfounded and“directed the removal of shéds érected by. them. T : T ooy Sy PO epart ot ac DOIVDTS, WHere necessary, should be.
. }%oard ‘upheld the.Collector’s decision. ' It was'belioved that the mirasidars would Voo asmgn(:ii to Pmllf‘lﬁ for building purp folses, to be held only.so long as the buildings;
_ - take'steps to establish their claims in the civil courts, but nothing apparéntly has. | }i,‘ft an t(z b‘z 1ablo to assessment lﬂ trgntsferrtgd 'Eo tﬁth%rs .b?' | sallle or ‘lo,t_herwise.;
yet been done by them although. riearly six ‘years have. elapsed. ~Quite recently, 1080 resirictions are necessary in the. interests of the Pariahs themselves, who,
‘there was'a suit in the Chingleput court which ended in favour of the mirasidar,. owing to.their poverty and their general improvidence, may easily - fall into debt,,
but this asdue to the defendants not having brought forward satisfactory evidence: s . loso the newly-acquired site, and thus sink into a worse position than they ‘occupied’ -
- as to their long possession of 'the site—jyide para. 2 of Board’s Proctedings, No. 362, A before. - ST T e e
. dated 24th'June 1890; printéd in G0, No:-704:0£:1890, . 7= i S G B 50. Instances of oppression of the Pariahs by the mirasidars,—Im :section -
4 o 16000 Bibuty i then Collotr, ool o ofios preserling Y. i his oty nder i hoad of Nizolancons Gbservaions, 1. Tromenhecr
e T Eat s T O b ks s L VL4803 Al thoy chanco to disoboy  thotr ordors, A long Tist of the methods sdupted . pen
. from.its operation.. - The fact is significant as proving that the State was even then. IR D i yara 134 and it is);aid that the civil and crin in 1 cou ’re' which ‘SIF eldls gld;’en A"
assumed to possess the right of disposing of vacant villagesite lands, and the notice: . i such wrongs, are practically uscless fo the Pariahs, hoosnse. in the fiuet slace. e
. itself, - which undoubtedly - mounted to ‘an open assertion of such right, has never' . i , . ’fllalire neith%r’ “ theIs) C()urafrg to go to th'e‘-COilrté"’,;{ore“ thse’nidné 7 to emp”lg" le i
been diréctly challenged, though there is nothing to show definitely to what extent IV | vledge and meet legal os and means to live during tho cases and the
it has” been actually -applied. in ‘practice in mirasi villages, It has latterly’ been NN knowledge and meet legal expenses and means to live during the cases and the':
. 'has“deeﬁl . Arulaly, tho 'spﬁb;owﬁ1ct6r"‘that“iﬁ many cases, the mirasidars’ i | appeals,” and, in the sccond place, most cases, Mr. Tremenheere says, “ depend
- “"po‘rft?t vod to ot the willa, o-sites.entored in the adangal accounts in their own. ININE upon the decision of the first courts, and these-courts are presided over by. officials |
- had con ?1‘.'9.,‘~\1'§;§ﬁd. in"thé’nga‘ines’ 'fe’rtlh‘?”t'eﬁ'ants bf‘éérvgnts oceun e them. - It A ”5{ -who are sometimes corrupt and who, géncmllg for other reasons,.sympathize with
- names 8s OWREES an. 1 hat. thous 03, tho LARAn'S of serven s dar’ pxh"s 5 the sito. - aNIE the wealthy and landed classes to which they belong.”  These charges against the
- was' found on inquiry, that, though. in some cases, the mirasidar’s right to the site. CRE N bordinate Revenue and-Judicial officers are of too sweeping a character and no
- was supported by entrics 1;1 tho paimash (original S"l'rng)}iarl'd "t'qu?pad'l' (%mgmlah Bt Sl':irticular instances are quoted, -~ - pimg .8 Shamgierandne
" settlement) accounts, yet. that in:man “t_he_re was no. authority whatever for tho ? - - r accenting the statement romardine $har
A Sd% ilble'.fér'lt?l‘ 7 except the statcients of)trl’le:vﬂlago kurnam.”" The Government con-. h There 'is no ground whatever for accepting the statement regarding the.

""""" grinding oppression supposed to be inflicted by the mirasidars, being: submitted
to by the Pariahs owing to'ignorance of their rights. " Their connection with the
presidency’ town: would, in any. case, make such a thing" impossible at the present
day. But as a matter of fact, the Pariahs have asserted their independence at least -
| : 15 -

* sidered that the recognition of any such claims on the part of the mirasidars * would.
be contrary . to immemorial custom and opposed to public policy ” and accordingly. -
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for a century past, as pointed out in paras. 5 and 6 of the Re
be remembercd that several of the Pariahs resident in Madras are more than fairl

- well educated and that owing to their intimate association with Europeans as domestic
servants and as employés in railways and factories, they have acquired considerable
independence of character. - They are not a class distinet from the sub-tenants and
farm'§erv51nts of Chingleput, but ‘are intimately velated by.blood. Communication
1S mantained with the ancestral village, whicl is visited at intervals. The village
Pariahs, n the same way, are in the habit of frequently visiting Madras on the
business ‘of their masters or for their own purposes. It is perfe%tly impossible,
therefore, under these perfectly well known circumstances, for the very high rates
which pariah labour commands in Madras, not to rcact on the condition of pariah
labour 1n Chingleput, while all ‘idea of oppression is, other reasons apart, put out
of the question by the facility with-which a discontented farm servant can ,(‘:arry his

._la_bour‘ to another market. The plain reason for the Pariah, as a rule, sticking to
his village is that he is fairly comfortable there.- The mirasidars dare not treat
their sub-tenants and farm servants badly for fear
cultivation, for, as pointed out in para. 36 supra, the pariah opulation, instead of
being-redundant, as incorrcetly stated by Mr. Tremenhecre, 1s actually insuflicient
for the proper cultivation of the distfict. - This, together with the physical condi-
tion of portions of the irrigable arca included in the holdings but left "occasionall

- waste, is the real cause of an average of 25,000 to 29,000 acres being annually
left uncultivated. - o : o

- 51. Education of the Bariahs.ﬁAmqllg the other ‘suggestions made by ,Mr; o

Tremenheere are :— IR S . )
' (1) The provision of some special scheme of education which shall reach
the mass of the Pariah population: e R ’
- (2) The organization of a system of State-protected emigration ‘to Upper
Burma and other parts of the Indian Empire to relieve the pressure of “population
1 the district, especially of the lower classes. S
~(3) The protection of the Pariah against an excessive number of drink-shops.”
- . (%) The introduction of a proper system of sanitation' into the Pariah
hamlets. I s o . .
.. 82, As regards education, the Pariah, through no fault of his own, but owing.
solely to the social disabilities -imposed . upon him by the. Hindu caste system,
“has not ‘been able to participate in the benefits conferred by . Government .upon
the community at large. Except fromschools specially provided by benevolent
mission agencies, the children of . the ‘out-caste Pariali are generally excluded.
Mr. _Trerpenheqre points out (para., 96) that, out of a total number of 11,490
school-going children in the district, only 1,443 or. 12 per cent. are Pariahs, of
whom more than 81 per cent. or 1,176 attend the mission schools, and the rest,
" or Ie_sg than 19 . per cent., the non-mission schools. In the Tiruvallir taluk, out of"
303.-v111ages, there are, it is said, no less than 260, which cannot boast of a single
Pariah who can read and write, while in the remaining 43 villages there are only
‘177 adults who can read and write., In 272 of the villages, there is not one Pariah
child at school, while in the other 31 villages'there aro 221 boys and 36 girls,
;. -93. The obstacles which stand in ‘the way of educating the Parialis are sct
forth as follows (para. 98):—. G T . :

.~ (1).The obstruction of the mirasidars and other masters of the Pariahs. .
" . (2) The prejudices of the casts people in not allowing their children to read
in the same school as Pariah boys and 6f the schoolmasters in making the latter
- sit outside the schools., I T T =
. (8) The absence of trained Parial schoolmasters and the denial of _grants-
in-aid to unpassed and untrained masfers, . = @ = - T
", .. (4) The insufficiency of the result grants obtained by the masters to maintain -
the schools, though these are 50 per cent. more in the case of Parialis than in the
. case of other castes.” =~ - . . T o : o BN
. (5) The poverty of.the Pariahs and their consequent inabili
school-fecs, ‘besides the ‘necessity “which the parents’ find. themse
employ their children to tend cattle or to do some other work, <~

ty to pay the,
Ives under to
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b4 Wifh a view to remove these_difﬁculties,-‘ Mr. Tremenheere proposes— .
: -1 ) To increase the number of Pariah’_ day and night ‘\schools, 80 qs‘to give
one school for every large paracheri. R R . Lo

V.

in. Parfabs i schools unide om of scholarships.
Totrain Pariahs in the normal schools under a system of sc ships..
(g)) Tg substitute salary grant for the present resul}é grant systerp@n thegg

recom thai or ‘t of these i?a-r‘iah.
£ Wnally, Mr. Tremenheere recommends- that the management of 1 >aria.
ho()}i;l:llloﬁid be undertaken by Government which alone can afford’to bear the
Z(ilancial burden of the measure and which may. be expected to maintain a much
mcre sympathetic policy in favour of the IOW. castes than 'ghe Loqal‘Boards.‘

"here can be no question that until” education is more widely spread:
amon50‘5 .tlgzlPariahs_there is r?ot likely to be'any very ma'genal 1mpr(iveinen1i) in the}rxl'
ocial condition. Fducation in Government or in:aided schools has ﬁeen(i }: .
:heor open to all; and indeed specially liberal terms have been already offered by
Govex)'rx’xment to the Pariahs. - There. is little doubt, however, that castg.pria]_udlclgf :
has operated largely to deptive the Pariah of the opportunities of educating. himself
held out by Government, and that the time has arrived when special - measures on

" his behalf at-the public expense require to be taken, . The Government has alread

i riety of adopting special measures and has called for proposals
§f§§§ r’:llls: (})gl:c{):: gf. Pﬁblic In:gzrugtiorrl) as will be scen by the following relnaxjks
recorded in the report on public instruction in the Presidency for 1890-91 -t—-

.~ ¢« There .are only 22,050 children of, the Pariah - c_lp.s_stgn(;len,mstrupd‘u;n;—ba
fwdportion so small that this large section.of the community ma)i 'bels;u' Oth:
practicallyi.unrqpresent_ed.- _Progress must inevitably, be_ extreme }lr(.lsbow lt(ll o
case of a class n the position of the Pariah, but every effort should.be made t

" ameliorate their educational condition. . With this object, it may be necessary to

-ve number of special schools for low-caste Hindus alone.” The Govern- -
Sl?eer?t 391;;;%: trllle'opinion gf the Director of Public Instruction on h’che suinct. _'£ths
matter is important and has received very inadequate notice in the pres"en‘ report. B
56 The following note kindlgr -furr‘xiish'éd. bthr. ]t)tg:'lcan,v Acting Dlrgqtor of
ubli jon, shows what is being done in the matter :— S
Publ}?'{‘?fetrﬁfltliggt’wn Commission, in %heir ‘report, brought to the notice. of Local' ‘
Governments the pressing need there was for adopting special measures to 1rcrllp:_o:f]2
the educational position of the lower castes; and one_-.of their - 1recommlen a “;oi'
-was to the’ effect :—¢ That the establishment of special- schools or -¢ assf%s for
children of low castes be liberally encouraged in places where thercil_ are ’?hsuscﬁools
number of such -children to form _se(i)amte schools or classes, .an% W }fr.e‘ d(; schools
already maintained from Public funds do not sufficiently provide for their e .

" The oducation of low castes and backward classes has for several ‘years .past

: . . m o

ived the special consideration of this department.” The fee rules have always.

' {)%%?ivcf}avorablg to-pupils of these classes, and the Grant-in-aid Code _all;mési ;Pelcéi‘;

concessions to schools attended by the poor and l)aqliward clas.ses.l?_cﬂxlle 5P§riahq'
castes; but it must bo admitted that the question of the education of - ¢ bar no};
as different’ from.that.of the low castes .and backward classes n. glc)apeli;a | has not
hitherto received.- the special attention of the department.- - Tll'le‘ lfu chsion s st
brought prominently to the notice of Goyernment an_d‘ the pub ic'by missior rodies

fost }:(‘Hér The - difficultics that are in the way of admitting the claims of 'Pariahs

and other low-casto children are chiefly of & social'and religious nature, owing to

'8 ' is id down
xistence of the system of caste.. It is true that the (?royern{nent',ha_s laid down,
;lsleaeétlslgral prin’cipﬁer, that no boy- can be quus_qd admission mtE a Iiubh:r éslch(:)(g
" maintained from Public funds, whether Provincial, Municipal 'ord Olcilgériﬁ:d a'ziread
the ground of caste, but as a matter of fact this rule has rerpalnel I*P' bl'r O B o
letter so far as schools in villages are’concerned. _Op the_l(zlt lt he Wter}é 1892,
a circular, No. 1664, was addressed to the inspecting officers ar'lv} '0);6 oro aae
to report on the expediency of making the adinission of Pariahs in o_secon, (th%
*sehools a condition of recognition.and of:aid. . With only one.excep

Assistant Inspector, 8rd Division) all th_e,ingpg{c@ihg.-'jom_cers,unanimqusly‘_stq.t_‘er that;

~
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inlarge centres little objection s taken to tl
conducted schoolgh;fllﬁ ‘t’l‘g‘;cﬁlon 15" taken to.the admission of this cldss into e
v, oxisting sdvols ary b i small towns, in which the inhabitants are sepserol
and that it Would therefoxi‘rﬁqsﬁ;?umedby_ an_ attempt to "admit Piri'u";3 Goerva-
insist upon such admission as & ooy prejudicial to the interests of oduentior e
follows:— =~ . . asa condltl"Il"Qf.recognitio’n‘. Miss Cafr 1'1\5'&?2011' to
S ““I havgz good re&SOn‘ftol b"eli-ev'e ‘ S IR _,1 es as
~1in schools, but not under that nam
themselves a little .in the s o

S~

thai;hcm are many ) Pi}l:idll; children readin,
‘discard that name an social Scﬁlg.' ailg'ggggx 'ztl?)"1??1“1.‘3.'.,8“""‘?‘59(1:in raising
Yopard ghat namo and classify themselves R ooy o education, they
‘mission schools bél()ngatf)etﬁia‘s’sfd as such. " Many of ﬂlé”rmpils' of Native Christi
mission, scioals belong to his lass, and. somo axo ailmitted into what aro ronan
the teachers possess tact 100 IS, and also'into-the Government girls’ s }requcntl
not aggressively brought ’tos?' ? ng as th"e ‘antecedents of the Pariah cslc'll((I)Ols;r 1f
rﬁad side by side in thos samo éa;:’alst, t!l(l:lug'h-caste children and ‘the Pmialllx c;‘ﬁllld on
the notice of the hich-cnst ss without oppositien; but if it is ' Lo
it their duty to rt;:r%})]vgaigipar Ier}ts that there are Pariahs in t]léssgﬂgglf(;;‘ccd Lo
Instancé oomr their children unless the Parialis are dismissed. leSy t}l'm'k
aining school, Cdimb;xto;:.(’: Lo

«8 Ag ggﬂlzg dt,l.“‘? .fmét.isﬁl_g‘ branch-of the tr
: out by Miss Carr, the number of pupils- entered under

Pariahs’ in the educationa

_bglor};g'ling to that class. returns: does mot necessurily ‘include all the pupils
. .- n1890-91 th s ” . 'A . LT .. ?>v-4. . (4‘ T AR oo .
s follows:— there were 22,050 Pariah children under instruction distribut 3
. »GO‘;emxillfehtA~ . N ' - L .-: ",_ . ‘e
PR Board ..‘bh“. .f,'.T .“’.. ‘. es. ' se. "" '.; i » o .'?A t
Aided . T Iettloee SRS e eel ee 408 '

CoAided o Rl T Tt T e 1,058
Pt(l;}lded e e - ..:‘ o S ,“-' . : -‘.’.- “ .-... es ..13’903
ndigenous .o : Teen e L e T 6,672
T L SRR R IV
SRR LR ot [ 20,050
. The alded and'th . . B S - ST IR .. 2~,O50 )
so_that'it is (ileare tl}‘]’;%ldﬁd: slqllools ‘mentioned above are mainly missio - 'A] .
hilanthropic efforts of the]?n ilt.tle_ that has been done has been” done tl::bic iO(t)lIls,
: “4. In the educat] ssion agencies supplemented b 1gh the -
R at Gover
shown a5 reading poucational returns of 1890-91, 47510 o].r;slt?a’ﬁg’;tu;‘i‘]]; aro

; i . It is - St
were children of Pariahs converted tgr(elsl?glsiﬁutl};%fa ‘Cfm'sMerabIo portion of them

=i 45, Among individual missi e -
. may be mentioned the ual missions -that have done.a reat deal for the
- district, the London t]};ﬁszi‘;esle.y an“and: Free Church M{ii;iofisd?gl fﬁz %lle;Panahs
Baptist Mission in Nellore, and Cuddapah, Kurnool and Bellary,. the angleput
“most of these districts ther, a}:x the "American Arcot Mission-in N, orth A merncan
‘children under instruction ° ,f,}s been considerable increase in the numbe rgolt).:_‘_.ln *
races at school in the Ohi ..1 1e total number of pupils of the Pariah I'dO Parjah
RS Lhingleput district is given Eclo'w for th and kindred
1886-87 .. .. oo r the past five years :—
e O T L PR P R PLIE IPPU 005
L o- 188889 Ll Ll Tt menoeeemreed 895 ‘
1880-00 |1 T es ieeleeaa e 868
o 1890-91 .o .v Tt R 1.2?3‘_“

- "A}(Th'é figures 'f'érAISQ(‘) 9 Cotere ot e ee 10880
. ] 7 -91 : D . 4
. Government -+ ,, - are thwn_below in further detail :— '
;.,Xlogrd‘ e : = oo . oo ".. .e .o : 18
. . ed . S L. r L. ..-‘ e .,. :.' ) .‘l ) :A.
Unﬂided" AR S 2 T Y ,. ;.‘ :_:'.'. _._“ . e 2
Chadigemons’ Lo Llcog o e o6
- R ¢ . R "'I.’j> ‘o‘~ . .e ?.‘ . 88
. %%, Asthe - 1,688

poficy of thls deﬁaiémént 18 .t R —_— i
. 0 Iea. 1 . .
- hands of private agencics and L&%lpg?;; education as much °
C) » _ ,

- as possible in the
it is unable to do

or more ‘often become
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‘mainly intended for Pariahs.
several - municipalities_have ‘provi
Pariahs, and that in 16
Pariahs and other low-caste children in Bo
“For reasons given above no i
Provincial budget, but the Grant-in-aid
Tato of results grant, which is 50 pe
pupils, and-in the matter of salary grants,
- classes  are allowed very favorable
of ‘books and slates for the*use o
_ furniture, maps, and apparatu
backward "classes prosecuting
Revised Chapter ILL, which
_affords further facilities for the openin
localities under qualified teachers..

47 Ina circular letter, No.

and other gentlemen representing
have been’ requeSted to . state their views
condition of this class. I
addressed. -A complete rep

at an early date.” -

much directly in the wa
Indirectly it 1s affording 2 1th
power to the Director to fix the
. that may De.admitted into a Gov
payment.of fees, and to Governmen
or for any district’ the fav
‘shall be admitted into. schools u
necessary to. push forward the
stand, be left almost entirely to
The mission bodies have borne
is not the case with Local. Boards.
their special notice by Governmen
. budgets and the accompanying-state
being taken by cach Board an

Replies have no
ly with sugges

ER .18

d Muni
Tt will be seen from
ded for. the opening of .

S.

of pushing ,for'ward
the help in its power.
proportion of pupil

orable rates at which ch
nder public mana, ‘
. of ' Pariahs must, as circumstances now
private agencies and Local and Municipal Boards.
their share of responsibility. "It is feared that this
wever, has been brought to
onnection with the Local and Municipal

education of

districts prOvision‘

specific provisi

57. State-aided Emigratioﬁ;%A‘s re

protected emigration to Uppe
the pressure of population in
adduced to prove the ne
~and Mr. Tremenheere h
- * which any very certain opini
.~ The question was fully

~ to a reference from the Government of
that - ¢ the possi

cessity o

r Burma and other
the district, especially of the
£ any special action on
imself admits (para.. 90) that. this *is-not a matter on
pinion can be held.” e

‘discussed by the B
India, and it was then shown, from an
bilities of emigration must-

analysis of the statistics of emigration,

be very generally known among t
largely resorted to, and that thero was no necessl
inion was endorsed by G
June 1890, No. 175 ( onfidential).’ o

emigration.”” This -0

58; In the Chingleput di

.

strict, th

< .

anything like the limit which-would cal

«

District.

Vizagapatam ..
Godavari .e
South Arcot = ..«
Tanjoro oo -ee

" Density
mile, -

45251

1 407-40

414-00

L 60041
41479

 Percentage
of irrigated

- per square ~ to to
i * cultivated -

. . Ared. . -
24
59

.24
51

" The matter, ho
t inc
ments A and B show

rates. L
f Pariah pupils.

g of schools for bac

3448, dated the 11
the important mission 50

~ all but one,:v1

.

.

also, teachers

ards the organiza

he people. of the Pr .
' ty for any schemo of State-aided

o pressure of PO
I for the removal
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the education of the Pariahs.
“lie -new fee notification gives
s of backward or indigent classes Se
ernment, Board, or Municipal school without

t the power to fix for the presidency generally
ildren belonging to these .classes’
gement. The direct measures

what practical steps are

cipality as regards the establishment of schools -
the annexed statements that

salary-results schools for

‘has been made for the -education of
ard schools specially intended for ‘them.
on has been made for this purpose in the
Code now in force allows a favorable

r cent. higher than that prescribed for Hindu

‘of schools for backward

Hslf grants are passed for the purchase
Liberal grants are given for
Special. scholarships are awarded to pupils “of
their studies beyond the-lower secondary course. .
has received the general approv

al of Government,

kward classes in backw ard

th March 1892, the secretaries .
cieties in South India - 7=
as to tho best means of ameliorating the
t been received from all the gentlemen
tions will be submitted.to Government

tion ofa s’yétem of State-

parts of the Indian Empiro to relieve -

lower classes, no facts are
the part of Government,

0a#d in February 1890, in;, reply :

esidency ; that -it is very

overnment in:G.O.;: dated 23rd

sulation has ndt.'reaqhed‘ '
of a portion of it to other

countries. .According -to the recent

-

census, - the . average density does not

“exceed 40019

per square mile, not at all

a very high rate, considering that about
62 per cent. of the cultivated area is under

-irrigation. ~There are five other districts

T which - show .o higher “density,. with ‘a

smaller proportion of jrrigated area.in

2, Tanjore.. It: is a very
. N . 16 .-
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“the ix"rigatidh works. Madras. supplies a - \ : ' '
T1gat10] . hladras supplies a profitable market for all produce. I
Comlil,“m,catl_?ns: which include three railways, are excellent., The tgwn L:)(;eMadrzlzg
21111511')(3 fxgieam(?h?negr{)elggﬁe%l? artlﬁclgrs, l(zlxbourers, and servants, In point of fact,

_ ciore, 1€ ‘ very last district in the Presidency in which th
special intervention of Government, ¢ iorat s of the voms
munity, ean reasonably be.';sugges“t,e'_ d(.) g?':ll‘i]éQEQte the lot of any class of the com-
. gfor'rfl;l';]gssll’(;rel:ird(éi E;’Pili?;f gfg'elgue', \lv_ho”sle: dlutiés entail touring over all the districts
sidency,  the > tariah population is certainl t th tion  of

the population wln::h, at the present e pinch: of hunger and povert,

] on which, day, feels the pinch of hunger and povert
bm;(i'srfa They are bolmld by no restrictions. Whereas, in other %astes, apman 1S
rolos § w ‘?37'93 an {{‘Str ol0gcr, a carpenter or a goldsmith and is'debarred by caste
rul hyo‘t}? ug ertaking work which is considered dcrogatory ; the Pariah is able to
hirl;ln IISI eal?as ig I?:rgftlllllllnf%d ‘.r'dl;;)smvefly] 1no w;;ll; in civil or military life is closed to-
um. : Q age of-this peculiarity, The Pariah, moreover, has
-, aiw{z:)s forfx?fl.(llx the first care of the: missionary of every shade of ,‘belief, and the
progress.of-the community,”as a’ whole, displays overy sign of immediate and

the caste classes to take advantage of the development of trade and industry in

India. The best thing to do, 'therefore, is to let well alone' and- leave natural

developments to themselves. . By all means let Pariahs become-landholders when

the portion of them available for syel of on’ is o A reaer
o oo SV uch occupation is fitted for the position b
. ll?r'flc,t cal eduqat_mg m ]}ab;'gs of orderliness, self-respect, and thrift. - But IJ)w.ught sav}c;
uin’can com Of lsgttyl}g up the Pariah ‘yokel to cast hungry eyes on his master’s.

‘ ‘prope.rﬂty.x"'il )

'11:3001‘(_1’(%(41 )m 'I:clhe fo';}agoing paragraphs may be summed up as follows:—. . - ..
oo (1) That the mirasi:system is not materially affecting tl fon ¢
SRRTTIASL ¥ IIra . ot h g the extension of
cultiv a?on‘ and that 1ts only effect is to ‘give the mirasidar a prior right to the
. f(iciullmhmr'l' :%f Ixyaste subject to the payment of assessment to Government, a right
viich e 1s believed to be generally willing to waive in favour: of a fee of 2 annas

- 65. Conclusions,—The conclusions which may be drawn from the oBscrvafibris

who ‘enters into occupation of mjrasi land; '

. (2) That, the Pariahs in Chingleput aro under no’ greater’ disidvantage i
SO - 1at, the n gleput aro under no" greater’ disadvantage in

:Egelgaggig S%f ;lncl%;ll}cmtll‘lg lands, save and except this small payment of 2 annas per
[ asses 1t, than in any ot S }

boing cquals . » the ny rher 'd1stncbt. _Qf thq Presidency, othgr conditions

per rupee of assessment to be paid to him or to the mirasi body by any non-mirasidar’

(3) That their material condition, whether as cﬁ]tivating tenants or 1abdurer§;
: i . in the Presidency, and, though
they arelgenerally poor and improvident, they carn enough in all ord’inary’ seaso%s
- to give them a sufficiency of food to keep them in health and strength; -~

(4) That the disabilities under which they suffer in the matter of éducation

- and which are real should be redressed by the establishment of special schools ; and

. _(5) That any.difficulties thrown by mirasidais in the way. of pariah cultiva.
- tors obtaining house-sites should be met Zy the grant. of the frZe h(})us'e-silt: ‘ivlif:h
“is the'pnv;lege of the agrxpul-turists in other districts of the Presidency.. .

o (True‘Copies ahd;Extra‘(‘;t_.)A

, A(Sig}ne’d)' S RAJARATNA BiUDALIAR;‘ .
ST T e T Secretary.

.

To the Secrctary to Government, Rovenuo Department,
» - Collector of Chingleput. A »

oard has it on the: authority of the.
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them in health and strength;
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‘Orpez—datéed 30th September 1892, No. 1010, Revenue.”

The f_drbgqing papérs,relélté to the cbllditiqn of the Pariahs m{d'othcr lbW-CQSté"
: et DI . ‘sections of the populdtion of this Presi-

14T return to the Pariahs, wesaw 60 or 70t Sennerd, whose  dency and to certain proposals which

condition, though none except habitual beggars were in. - T : g tirqe
. prescnt and -actual waat of food, would have moveds . have been put forward for its ameliora-

- . heart of stone. I have epid above that thuir stateisnot 14y Phg gttention of Government was

- appreciably lower than usual; a large proportion of them ', : . : Y s wd
' ara always badly n%?lrished, clad, if atall ia tho vilest first drawn to the matter by a sensational
. of rags, eaten up with leprosy or other horrible diseases, .- . IR I » “Tremen-
ke pigs, untaught, ancarod for and wnpitief,  Paragraph in"aletter from Mr. Tremen-
I must apologise to the Board and Government for pictur- jheere, Collector of Clungleput, which 18

‘. “jng the position, which isindeed already known; but - - L e dh A o L VO
thg day cgmnot be far distant when the public conscience extracted in the margin, The _GOVCI‘H- -

" of England, if not of India, will wake up to the condi- ~ment called Oh hlm for a I’é})Ol’t as to the
tion of these unhappy wretches and to the easy means of "~ ;. - ) . . AT
“ameliomating it.” . - -- . .‘‘easy means” of amelioration referred
T LT “to: this was submitted with Mr. Tre-
menheere’s letter of the 5th October and is exhaustively reviewed in the Board’s
Proceedings of the 19th August last. . PR e

Meanwhile the question had becn taken up by ‘the press and was  discussed

ot only in the local newspapers, but in an article which appeared in the London

Times of the 13th July-1891. . A conference of representatives of the leading
Missionary Societies was held and a memorial was presented to' Government on
the 26th May 1891. - Finally the matter attracted the attention of Parliament and -
copies of questions and answers on the subject in the House of Commons were
furnished - with 'the Secretary of State’s despatch, dated 7th July 1891.- These
papers have been printed in full above and will be dealt with together. ~ =
.. 2. Taking first Mr. Tremenheere’s ‘report, which deals’ with the same points
as the memorial of the Missionary Conference but at greater length, the Board has
shown in its able and comprehensive review, for which the Government is much
indebted to it, that Mr. Tremenheere’s account of the depressed condition of the
Pariahs and of the disabilities under which they labour is greatly exaggerated.. No
doubt a large proportion of the low-caste population is poor and livés from hand to
mouth, but it is questionable whether there is anything like as much misery amongst - ,
the poorest classes in India as there is in an?' large Kuropean city. = It must be
borne in mind-that the wants of the lowest classes in India are very small, tneir~
food is cheap, scant. clothing suffices and they do not require protection from a
rigorous climate. In years of normal harvests the able-bodied can easily makea
living, and those who cannot do so from age or infirmity are supported by private
charity. This is by no means the case in the poorest parts of Englandlf‘ Mr.
Tremenheere’s highly-coloured deseription of the Pariahs of Senneri would apply
with equal truth, or rather it may be said without greater exaggeration, to the
lowest classes in Eurépean countries. After a careful examination of the facts of
the case as evidenced by statistics and published reports, the Board has‘come to .
the conclusions— -~ . - S R
* . (a) that the material condition of the Pariahs of Chingleput, whether as
cultivating tenants or labourers, does not differ materially from that of other similar
classes in the Presidency, and that, though they.are generally. poor and improvident,
they carn enouglh in all ordinary seasons to give them a sufficiency of food to keep

, (0) that -the mirasi system is not materially retarding the extension of
cultivation, that the Pariahs of Chingleput are under no greater disadvantage in’the
matter of acquiring lands, save in respect of the small payment: of 2 annas in the (
rupee of assessment representing the manorial fee of the mirasidars, than in any
other district of the Presidency, and that the intervention of Government is not
called for except to the cxtent of affording special educational facilities and the

. grant of free house-sites. . - .~

- - It is unnecessary to examine in detail the grounds on which these conclusions

" are based as they are fully set forth in the Board’s Proceedings, and the Government
entirely concurs in the views enunciatéed except as regards the effect of the judg-

ment in the Vyasarapady case which will be dealt with below. Two significant

. 7 . , 17 ' .
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ing on the ition ‘Pari ingleput, to which the Board

b on the condition of the Pariahs of Chingleput, to which: Bog
flell(:s?leseiiglﬁ however, be specially noted, namely, that during the recent distress
hardly’2 per cent. of the Pariah population sought employment on quemr}ngnt
relief works (para. 43), and that this section of the commumty glgst s'pgndi som‘et}‘mg

like three lakhs of rupees annually on liquor. - - L s ;
3. The Board has carefully. examined Mr.: Tremenheerels ¢ easy means o
dﬁlél?drdrlt‘ion » and shows that ﬂlgremedies he proposes are for the mgs_t palrt 1mpxiz)10;
ticable,—in fact Mr. Trenrenheere has not.attempted to W\qu out ;(sl §§t1c:11e,.dud
throws out suggestions for the formation of ,Panahzﬁet_@l\r?lenitfx,an 5 a e-ald (:O
emigration without any consideration of. ways and means.. *He ﬁts -no _paufse1 o
consider what the establishment. of large bodies of. paupers on 2 otmen]ts of ar;
either in.this Presidency, or in some other province, will cost; how they ar}e; 1o
be maintained until they become self-supporting ;. how the enormous sum w i:c (i
- would be required is to be found ; by what agency any such scheme is to be worke
and whether. it would be just to appropriate the proceeds of general taxz‘t‘tg)i? 1!11;
this manner.  His  whole scheme is based on a fallacy, namely, that the ¢ direc
connection of the Pariah with the land'is the ‘main lever with which we' can rz};seta;
his material condition” (para. 29). The Board completely disposes _of his projec
in the following single sentence:  Any attempt _to.bolster up the Pa;;zlzh ]or (z;nty
other labouring - classes in the way proposed by Mr. Tremenheere can on yit?{t t 0
‘an increase of pauper holdings without any advantage either to .the c1}11 _1lxlatlor
himself or to the Government” (para; 26)—an expression of, opinion in whichthe
Government entirely concurs.” S o e
.. Mr. Tremenheere is to blame for his thoughtlessness in dealing with such z}m
in{portant. matter in'a hasty ‘generalization, while, so far from- proving glat the-
amelioration of the Pariahs is an “ easy ” matter, he has entirely failed t((l) 0 more
~than'show that it is surrounded by difficulties, whilst he has notlmdwat‘e any way
of treating them successfully. .. " . .. T div " t f - on has exiété(i
4. As regards the question of mirasi ri ht, great diversity of opinio;
on tﬁe subj ect and. pa(llssages ‘may be quo’gzd from the early writings in support of
widely divergent views: ranging’from the. theory that the mv.nfas1dars posia.ss }l))ll"g
prietary right over the whole of the.lands ‘in the village, -whether cultivable,

- uncultivable or poramboke, to the doctrine :that ‘their ‘rights are confined to a

ial clai ’ i ' »‘may:be the
mere -preferential ‘claim: to occupy,. the cultivable waste. - Whatever may-be t
corr'e'c%) view of the position in‘tllg};arly days of the century; however, there can be
no question that in recent times no rights in excess of a preferential claim t(f> oc<f:;1py
waste lands .in’ their villages for cultivation and in Chingleput to.levy a fee d(;)m
non-mirasidars, who may take up land for cultivation, have ‘bcen.reiogglse t
Government. - The former privilege is. secured to: the mirasidars by t e(1 es.lt)la c ;

of the Court of Directors, dated 28th July ,1_841 , and. .cannot-be abroi;galtfe Wi t1ou

~ the orders of the Secretary of State in Council, and after the lapse of ha t? cenlu.r']yl
it would not be fair to withdraw it except on payment of com%fansta :fm W ?c :
-would involve enormous cost. ‘The. latter privilego - was; ¢oncede a l?d in txio
duction of the new settlement.in 1876-78, and it is too:late to re-consider the
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right of the waste_in that village on the ground that.there was evidence.of the’
exercise of the right from time to time for a number of years and that the right
had not been .questioned by the Revenue authorities, but that, on the contrary,
the Government had on several occasions itself purchased land from the mirasi
body for public purposes. In G.O., dated: 1st June 1870, No. 796, which is -not
alluded to by the Board, the Government held that the State had the right to
appropriate . immentorial - waste lands in mirasi villages for State purposes without -.-
reference to: the mirasidars, and ‘refused to admit the claim of the mirasidars to °
preferential occupation, rent ‘or ‘comipensation. The” Government: resolves to.
maintain this position and is prepared at the earliest opportunity to contest the
right of the mirasidars to anything more than a preferential right ‘of ‘occupancy
of cultivable land, in view to ‘obtaining a declaration of ‘the right of Government
to deal with all pg“imboke and immemorial Waste in mirasi villages.” - The Board
will instruct the Collector to’bring to notice any favorable opportunity which may
occur for taking such action. -~ ¢ ¢ % S .
5. The Government further considers that the ‘absolute right, of Government -
in all lands bought in for arrears of revenue under Act II ‘of 1864 should be main-
tained. . Paragraph 3 of. the Board’s '8.0..'No. 110 ‘based on_ G:0,, - dated 20th
February 1883, No. 244, declares that the rights of 'Government in such lands are
absolute and that they should not be treated in the first. instance as village waste
availablefor»ogcupa,tion by ryots, with or without darkhast, but should be entered in

B: ard’s Proceedings, dated 12th August 1891, :e:: P; r:;:ﬁ;'ﬁ%;st‘(}a;]fg d‘sr(I)\l}(}elfBE};i(% p}?:é
- No.dg2. - | .. . recently held that this declaration applies
equally to Chingleput, and that the preferential ‘right of the mirasidars is extin-
i ¢ of the occupancy right by Government: ~ It has accordingly
directed an addition - to this. effect to ‘be ‘made to the- special darkhast’ rules for; -
the Chingleput district. - Thesé lands, the area’of which in thé district of Chingleput |
amounts to about 1,500 acres, are available for allotment to Pariahs ag the Board | .-
points out in para..26 of its Proceedings, and :the Collector should.be instructed to
assign them. in small plots to -such members of the Pariah community. as have the |
capacity to cultivate them-with advantagé, special care being taken in the selcetion
of the “assignees. . If, at any time, the mirasidats should swe the occupant put in
possession by Government to establish a preferential right to occupation or a claim
to manorial fecs, the Government - Pleader should be instructed :to appear on.his
behalf and on behalf of Government to contest the claim. :: . . ., .
‘6. As regards the provision of villagé-sites for ‘the Pariahs, the' Collector .
should be  directed to take steps for assigiiing as ¢ poramboke” from  the waste, or
for acquiring by purchase when 'no waste is available, sites for_ paracheris in or

- near ‘any mirasi village ‘in " which' the ‘mirasidars claim the right to eject their

tenants from- their - house-sites and - the latter are left houseless. 'All’ cases of
a:ctenlgts 50 to ‘eject should be specially” reported: to - Government 'in- view to the

right being fully tested in the courts. - T'wo decisions of the late Sadr Court, dated.
29th June 1849 and 18th April 1860, printed: at -pages 487,488 and 585, 586,
respectively, of the volumo of mirasj papers, may no doubt be quoted in support
of the right of ‘the mirasidars to eject their pora{udis or ‘sub-tenants from house-

A, )

w.,. -

ion of th ent . in ‘ iders, be continued: - & sites allotted to them out of the villar'fe-site,_‘s‘ub.]:e'ct'to‘ the payment of compensation -
‘question now.. Thes(,iettowzcl)d[;g?tlﬁgeslv)mxilsltt,otllioggtozgl;\ﬁg(iﬁgrizrilsﬁzlfr,l Eﬁlci)l?elwl:lst ; f ; for 1mprol:7ements.; but it must be %brl}e In mind that the Government was not a
e & ‘n(it pth_lell‘:"eS nor does i% arce with the Board in considering that this S pz:rt to theso dlclzmsmnﬁ and its right to, ?egi‘}l_late tho appgopn}?tmn Of . the,fvﬂ_lagg—
lands of tleu.bl‘;:lh' d by the High Court judgment quoted in para. 9 of the Board’s | IS: ¢ 1n mll,i?il ‘a ages has. never been adjudicated upon by t fe ﬁour S as dar as1s
right was established by t slourt j Sir Charles Turner's remarks on miras; SREEE nown. ® Grovernment should be represented ‘and its case tully ‘argued in'an
Proceedings read above. .The tenor of Sir § the view which has been put Bl suit which may be brought before the courts involving the claim of the mirasi-bod
right goes to show that I}q was n?t‘prepaﬁf‘gghtO 'asscs?q)s'im;qbwi‘lvl'e mirasi bo dy ofpan . _to the village-site. - In all such new paracheris a -small quit-repb for:each house- -
. Vfor"}’al‘lﬂlﬁbzi' ,59:1‘12 Zgzgoﬁtlie; Iiilzzm{:);?z:llrigaé tée 1£uch Toss in%an d expressly reserved - I j Ljr.’ o f‘lte shgu!ilt be ‘gltla;g%d anld the -grz;nfee Shotlild be at hbcrﬁylto. dl&j{)(_)se ‘tOf it a_nd the -
| Foli‘qll)lzblhce:ar?xf communal purposes, and the judgment cannot be quoted 1n support - WY M‘ ' 1ofs bui' onit, as he pleases, subject to the payment of the quit-rent. -

rider proposition than that the mirasidars have a prcfcrcnh‘al right to the
’gfzéip:tion (}f t]lx)e cultivable waste for agricultural purposes and tha_t,]under certain
circumstances, they may possess proprietary right in'the immemorial waste, . The
judgment does not touch the case of poramboke, nor is it of general application; it | e
Llerely affirmed the right of the mirasidars’ of -'Vlyasaral_)_ad'y to scll the occupancy b

P -

i .. 7. The Board is’ undoubtedly right in holding that the education of the
Pariahs is the means by which the greatest and most lasting benefits may be
- cffected. The note from the Dircctor of Public Instruction set out in para. 56 of

the Board’s Proceedings shows' that much attention -is‘being paid ‘to” the subject,
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‘8. Mr. Tremenheere’s rem; gardi s
_ 0’8 remarks regarding the injustice which has been per
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" be added the average rate of increase reported by the census of 1891, they may be regarded

" as representing a total of nine millions or 25 per cent. of the population of the Mairas-

. Presidency.” - - . SR \ T St
-The number of the Pariahs, according to the census of 1881, is correctly stated

as 4,439,253 ; but the. memorialists err in taking the major heading in the census
returns ¢ Others, including ‘not stated,” &ec.,” as representing outcastes. The

number of ‘convictions in Chin -be greatl - :
Chingleput during the last 8 . ly exaggerated.: The
; Ef;‘g;:;;ig&%% ggg?siiggt}s’h%ifgose conﬁzt?deWZig igftfz;z&;;stsgxgzlslo;o ha"f"}e bzeln Census Report of - 1881, para. 7, page 112, states that this major head includes.
the performance of the work op at the option of the complainant; l‘e(.luire l;thgxt- b o . 17)5'1_castes,-.ofwhich‘ 14 are enumerated in paras. 410 and 411 (page 113) as shown
| ¢ elow:— = S e ( o

- X N A Or repavn e t

_a;varddtad pnl.y for non-compliance Witll)x g;;’g?g of the advance, imprisonment being o o o cr
of under the Act between 1884 and 1891 fufxl;l hAdStatement of the cases disposed , | 1. Oddars (arth-diggers) =. - ... 3. L ai. .. .. 363,422

¢ shed by the District Magistrate of Lo ©* 9. Vanians (oil-makers) .. . s.  Lee-. .o . ee e. 316,694 -

N . - -+ -8, Upparavars (earthsalt-workers) .. * «.. .o n. el . 104,985 .+ .. -

i 4 55,645 .

mber of persons under trial 1,128 : , o
I . Koravars (the wandering class) .. eel o0 g 0e. e
: AR < -7 51,854

-

Chingleput, gives the followi; 3
{ V winge 1 3.
acquitted or discharged 84811;10011)'32?5(‘1112?';;11‘}?

return the advance 34 to work out- the advance 246: o -
81 cases only; of the 280 pe;ﬁg?gg of imprisonment for. default Wa(:;’ a‘:‘fgggg lt:: ‘ . _ .+« 5. Vodans (hunters) & - L0 e ce el e
quashe‘d in the case of 16 persons nvicted, only 19 appealed, the convictions beine . Iy ‘ B. Oriyas “ow ae o eeee o eeeel e e 101,206
regarding 3 persons with the pe and reference was also made to 1} Hig S 1iFd _ 7 to 14. Differcnt tribes of hillmen-- -~ .. .0 .. L. .. . 788729 - ..
figures do not exactly tally wit result that the convictions we 1 High Court ‘ i ' e ‘ S -
total b;% To IﬁQmP eée, but the number of convictiox}lrs (280)?;1(1 a1nd the return ma o 1 ‘ out of a total of 2,811,841 or 7574 per cent. - As these are not outside the
~ Mr. Tremenhe}c:,;'e?;1 st(;grisld‘ermg that only 84 of these wefe iztfrﬁ()f-ﬂm Board's | 1 o caste system: their- lassification with Pariahs is obviously incorrect. The total
Erroneous judgments Ifqgrgs on the working of the Act are evidezﬂy 'lmI;ns'OSCd’ J; : number of Pariahs and other low castes, according to tK census of 1891, was -~ o °
rom time 0 tome owins f no, doubt been given by the'subordinag(; magistr ed. B 5,162,086, showing an increase of about 750,000 or'17 per’ cent. as compared with |
- occur in respect of man »_(zlm_lsappre}.mnsion of the law, but this ma mag:lstzlacy , ( -fi14 *. the census of 1881: ' The percentage of increase of the whole population was 159 -
- ‘the Madras High Cour Y other enactments, and there. is nothine Y ane cocs. ’ Vo for Chingleput and 155 for the whole Presidency, so that, despite its poverty, the
ous decistons ? L ourt, to which Mpr, Tremenheere refi oiang 1n the rulings of SRR Pariah community ‘is' increasing at-a more- rapid-rate than the average of the
appear to h avg bteezn(]l?lg'm:mcy have been caused by an;riietf%:tl;oi‘l‘lr ttllxlg tl tho er{?ﬁle' o i , - population, and conclusively proves that the statement that ¢ they. are eaten up
‘tering the law, and in '?is"t(i) the mlsg()ncelption or ignorance of the ofﬁcei;v ;dmingy' N r *  with leprosy: or other horrible diseases” is incorrect. The statistics of the census -
:uptervisipn on the part 2])f tllgzsgsel;%zlglg 3’ 1.ex£e£rom can only be prevented by clolssc; R | , ~0f 1881 also show that"ihetI:Iamrmhs (%1d not.‘_suﬂqr .f‘rom_tlhle eﬁects gf"phe famine of .
rates Will bo drawn in tho Judicial Departmpnt ta o e onof District Magis 14 ~ | 1876-78 to a greater extent than GIEOME: . T
- . 1cial Department to a1 11. In para. 6 of the memorial the disabilities of the Pariahs are enumerated
' 8 certain ‘proposals are made for remedying their

scrutiny of the proceed; ' i

y A n o o A s ST .. . L .

_ _ ew to irrégﬁifiii this}xbordmate magistracy in breach of contract ?: 1 l " under six heads, and in- para. .

-to be any necessity to amend t}fs’ eing promptly checked. - There does not appear K '; Hh ~ grievances. The Government will deal briefly with these seriatim.
: the Act;’and as to Mr. Tremenhcere’s pro osaP Ithat; | } R o o (a)

« Though Government has proclaimed slavery to be illegal, many Pa.zﬁdlz;s; are
al slavery. In defiance of the Indian Penal Code, mirasidars induce.

SRR N I of written documents should be summarily dealt with. There is no spe A
the slavery alleged to exist. The existing law provides sufficient safeguards against
slavery, and there does not’ appear to e any particular in which. the law needs
amendment. If the documents referred to'contraveno the law, the aggrieved
parties have .their remedy in the courts. Although slavery is not" recognized,
cvery free man has the right to enter into a contract for the disposal .of his labour

. * . and those of the members of his family dependent on_him for’supgort, and if he is
. +  cajoled into.a contract of slavery it is, §so facto, null'and void an voidable at his
own-pleasure. There is no scope for the intervention of Government, but it would
bo a service if the missionaries would expose any cases of the kind which may
‘come to theirnotice. The only remedy, if such casgs exist, is the spread of education.-
The remarks of the Board in para. 34 of its Proceedings may be noted in this -

1
3[ B . connection.
|
|
|

.labour contracts should imi
U ; be lim o o LIel
‘man 18 at-liberty ‘to con fractl?sd }fo 01116 year, 1t 1s sufficient to observe that a free SR Al living in practic ‘ !
‘ I?GQUIta.ble to place such a restr ctig pleases for his own labour and it would be R R Pariahs to sign documents surrendering the liberty of themselves and children and thereby. .
. change in the law to enable registra n as'is pro osed on his freedom of action. A . R A : - becoming their actual slaves. These slaves are found in more than one district.” ‘
. . TeZ1Surars to reject documents when the executants deal N ; 4t ‘ " The remedy ‘proposed is that the illegal practice of agrestic slavery by me?mé .
il cific proof o

s }os ) hird parfies: s e Ty e e T .
b e AN S
 (vide G.O., dated ‘215t November 10 Registration Act (11I. of 1877) is-zlx)nfgﬁigd' RRE ' |
Iabour contracts should be com eﬁllsgl’ No. 2401, J‘.‘di‘f‘i‘,"?- The suggestion that BN
~ ment in the case of evéry pett pulsorily registrable is inadmissible, as the require-
to masters and servants. peity antract \‘voluld be productive of great inconvenience

o Do L s,

,~'-‘9.-_Itma be’ e o . . L . .
number of qui 0 .S‘LI;S.C;‘ Viidtflhatp Mr, Tl:emenheere’s remarksregarding the excessiv |
area per shop of the agrack : ed onnéri taluk are misleading. ‘The fact i&hatstll‘e - { :
proof of undue encouramy and todd shops combined is only 2-1 square miles 1 o B
hetwoon arrack and tor ineint of indulgence in intoxicating drink. . The. diffe once
is a place where peop] Y S10Ds 18 very great, for a todd shop, in its best mont
people can get a wholesome supply of “wl-)x’at'is both food ;ndas(;ﬁ%c;%

to them. -The number of : :
square miles. a"r?‘CkrShppS‘a‘lone 13 moderate, being 1 per every 6-8 .

b) ¢ A considerable section of the Pariahs cannot. find sufficient employment, and’

on 2his account suffer greatly from want of food and increase the difficulties of relatives who

are themselves overburdened and underfed. The Census Report of 1881 (vide vol. 1.,
age 162) shows that this section includes upwards of 10 per cent. of the Pariah community,

10. Turning.ne ' the rer y PR AR
.. -next t . . :
. g o the representations of the Missionary  Conference. it is | A |
- y 1L 18 | VA1 B

U B

necessary first to correct a misstatem '
e _ ent as to the number . . L H , ,
;I’lélggmze‘p;onali assertsltha.t,;“ according to the census ofgrggit};(; P ‘;,“3!1 population. b f‘ j_ ,Io)r nearly siz hundred thousand persons. These may-be described as the paupers of a well-
TS ¢ or nearly 43 millions, -and other low castes indical, d’ e Lar Zal,‘é’ numbered - i { § ;t - " ntgh pauper community ; jor even in ordinary years, when the rainfall is not deficient, a large
neluding “not stated, &c.’ numbered 2,811,841 or nearly 3 ;Zn.?l. by the heading ¢ Olhers, - . [ A Lgl; section of the Pariahs does not obtain necessary and proper‘jbod.” o S
. o o tons.  If to these figures o 'I ; | "~ The Board’s report (vide paras. 7, 14—16, 36—46 and 64) completely disproves
' o ] f s j ? :‘ the statement as to the diffic ty experienced by the Pariahs 1n fin mfsempl‘oxm.ent.‘
L TR ‘ . ST
v; /';.. J ' ’{ i
ol '
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and as to their suffering from

contrary that the Pariah community is better off in’respectAOf_émployméht than the.
poorést members of the caste classes, because many avenues of employ )
to them which are closed to the latter ;. they are not trammelled by
can turn their hands to'any work which offers : they are, mor
. emigrate. i : n

employment than their brethren elsewhere owing to the large demand for agricultural

labour. and the proximity of th
. Board’s remarks regarding the

may be observed that, .in addition to the

80t SeprevsER 1892, Nos, 1010, 1010 A, REVENUE. ..

want of food in ordiharj times, It is shown on the.

e Presidency town. .- With reference, however, to the

e less difficulty in finding

number of agricultural labourers available per acre, it

tenants, who have not been taken into account, and that th

122,494 labourers, there

ere are 346,027 landholders

of whom a portion at least probably cannot afford to engage labourers to work for them.

The dearth of labour therefore d

indicates. As regards insuffici

of thie resources of the agricultural laboyrer. estimates tl

tain himself and his-family, -an

ency of food,.the Board,
d-thathe must h

by the expenditure on liquor in the Chingleput district.

as'to the earnings of artisans,

but there is no.reason to

*- ‘maintain’ themselves, and the mere fact tlint the Pariah

faster than the rest of population generally negatives

in a chronic state of starvation.

0es not appear to be so great as the Board’s calculation

by a careful, examination

‘No statistics are available

community is increasing
the supposition that it is

ment are open -
led by caste rules and
eover, less reluctant to.

are 184,986 sub-- -

7}

1at he earns enough to main- . .
ave a margin for luxuries as shown

suppose that they cannot

ing that 10 per cent. of the Parigh
. by the Census Report of 1881 to be
quoted has reference to those whos

schedules as well as those who were returned as ‘¢ without

community (or about 600,000 persons) are s
without employment.

e employment was § not specified ? in-the ¢

The memorialists have fallen into error in suppos-

hown

The portion of the report
ensus .
occupation,”. and there

1s nothing to show that-10

per cent. of them were Pariahs. = -

O

“The Pariaks experien

ce frequent and manifold injustice at the hands ‘of . the

lugher castes.. . The full amoun
coazed or compelled to' sign doc

¢ of %ages justly due to them is not paid. - They are

nature of which they do -not Fnow
. seized for alleged debt. They are

& it, for they cannot find other work nor another. home, - Though Collectors generally

Javour ‘the view that Pariah sub-fenants,
kist and swatantara, are not liuble

y lengthened occupancy and due";qayment. of
“to. eviction, District Munsifs’ courts decide against

. the Puriak-and the power of eviction thus bestowed places the Pariah more completely in

the hands of the mirasidar.”

- Here, again, there is no specific ;;roof;' If thé_Pafiéhé 'a_xje cajoled and éhqated
: 2 - folly, Government cannot prevent.it.
& question of-education and time,

rack-rented as sub-tenants if they are so.”..As sub-tenants the Pariahs.have not

- owing. to their ignorance an

it. It is again-
- Nor ‘can Government prevent. their being

occupancy rights; they do not pay kist, but ront, and if they are evicted by District
Munsifs under: decrees, it is only “in due course of law and in accordance with the
engagements into which they voluntarily enter. .. . . B
- (d) “They are the victims of much vezatious and unnecessary litigation. . Their

testimony i3 practically regarded
The courts pronounce against them,

" which the costs stand as debis at interest ‘due to the mirasidars.”’

as worthless comparéd with that of their oppressors.

uments giving their consent to unjust” demands, the real *
because they cannot read. ~ Their property 18 illegally
“pitilessly ‘rack-rented as sub-tenants and must submit

they cannot pay. costs ; hence documents. are written in

This complaint is of the vaguest. character. "The Government has no reason:
ariahs or others low. in the social scale are at any. disad vantage.in

to believe that P
litigation other

Puarialis gud Parialis is treated by the courts with any special disregard. .

v (e) ‘¢ The present state of "the lamws relating

than is inseparable’ from their ignorance, or that the, evidence of T

lo waste lands_and the opposition of

v.z'llage officials,

marasidars and the

ligher castes gencrally make their: efforts to oblain -

and hold suck lands direct from Governmentcosﬂy and futile, and ;genezjally at least in the

~southern districts; their efforts to gain

‘resented.”..

an independent footing as pattadais are vigorously

The memorialists ask ‘fhat the Pariahs should be equally eligible with others
for obtaining waste lands, and that the right of pre-emption (preferential right of
-occupation ?) enjoyed by the ‘mirasidars should ccase. There is no disability in
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‘but i i Tanjore there is such disability as regards non.,
buﬁ 1’3 GC{;:RE%&“ES;;? applicants for unoccupied land in,th.os_e (.ilstpctS‘ —wrufis -
z()in bt ldl the -lower castes. The preferential right of the 'm1;a51da'rs.tq..gt}_1ex_
og:up:tig; of the waste, was deliberately recognised ‘by t.he‘quurt of Dlreqtors in
considerdble discussion, in which the. views of ‘Sir Thomas Munro, -
L e e omorialists o re dul sidered. The passage: quoted in ‘the
uoted by the *memorialists were duly con d. p > duote , the,
g5 rial, moreover, bears a different construction than that whic ~the memo-;
llfilglq}’(t)s haf?e put upon it ‘when req@ 'w:ith the context. The f'ull: text 1s as follows. -
(videt page 438 of the Volume of l\{}ras{1 Papers) =" e .7.t~brt‘ . ‘th; 3
kx ppose in meeras villages in Arcot, in the briginal compact between the .,
b:':‘c;:' i&xl(iatsh}e)e?:'siuslgt}?ls:g,ﬂtlgg IZVZiffsive use gf the‘\'ms;tg’was secu‘rgd'rt(_) thos_e settlers : bu‘ttﬂ:_‘
has already been shown that in all yillages, whethng‘f_).wara.g or not, the 'mha:bltémtts reszr:enocé‘v i
.tllxenléclves the exclusive use of the waste. But this' right is good only aga,ms bs lratx:gr; 2 6f" —
against the Circar, which possesses, I think, by the‘usage of the c(l)l\1ntty, é }ie a :vo hzioh " rg; Lo
H?spasiny of the waste as it pleases, in villages which' are meeras as well as in those whi .

re‘«rzix"d to the acquisition of land. attaching to low-caste persons, (25 S RS
ol :

In the Deccan in merras villages tho corporation has not the right of disposing of ul.xoccupi't?d land, .-

*

“ It will be 'obs'erved_’ﬂmt Sir Thomas dunro r;m'r‘ely dissents from the proposi-

~ tion'that the ““exclusive use of the waste ” was secured to the first settlers,-and.that’

is i  good as agains ; ; preferential right of the villagers
s right was good as against Government; the p'refexzentl.a rig
g)ncb)cc pation. gf. the Wasbte for cultivation is not “denied. in'.the passage quoted.

There is therefore no remcdy exeept expropriation of chefmira'sid'_ars which would™ .

’k of insuperable difficulty. - L e e
bo® Kowlvmfld' he, igxpossible to valg:e their preférential right, and, it it were possible,

the Government questiohs the propriety of attempting to buy them out with the - -

" of the al.tax-payers in the interests of a particular class, and the.
t '2:(0;:3?1){?0r?§yt2§ gsg;g‘,l}so-whén)that, class is one which cannot make the best use of -
: tfltla land. ~ Pariahs being usually without capital, it is not for the pubhc\advz.mtage ,
that they should hold more land' than they.“can cultivate as gardens by their own
" personal exertions and those’of their families: To carry on agricultural op((lzrz}tlloni :
. I)ropérly capital is an absolute necessity, and unless land is well cultivated it had .

better not be cultivated at all. The -Government will, however, be prépared, as

i . 5, v : ilities a4 1 to Pariahs and non-
tated in para. 5, to give such facilities ag they can t ‘
iiggggga:s‘?geneml y for o,btaining‘ land for cultivation by.making small allotments

to them out of the areas which have been freed from preferential rights hy. purchase‘ |

at sales for arrears of revenue and are at the absolute disposal of Government.

* o (f) # In many villages the mirasidais claim as their own the sites on which the
Fous es. of the Parials are budlt, and this claim makes intimidution easy and serves fo irritale -

The miraside 1 ; 1 ¢t of schools for. the:.
- d . The mirasidars systematically oppose the establishmen J
| jgfcat%’;cg}_ Pariak childien. As a result of cenluries of disability and.oppression, the

; ‘nlo’ ton im-and the defects and vices of -
Pariahs have now sunk inlo'w condition of /ze.lp.le.ss degta(laz‘z m-and 1 2 de ] -
their social life give lo their degradation a rigidity which makes all zmpr'pvqizzeﬂt appegf “

1
.

. hopeless if they continue to be left to themselves

" The memorialists ask that the Pariahs should be granted house-sites everyWhero ..

; in their own right, that sites should be granted by Government ‘for Pariah village

0 rovisions el de in the Grant-in-

. schools, that further provisions of a special nature should he ma ‘ T
’ f\citio oCo’de for the en(I:)burageinent of schools for Pariahs, and that the attentu()ln-of
the Local Fund Boards and Municipalities bo directed to the educatlonal_ needs of.

this community.

. Ind

. The question of oWnefsbip’ of ,Pariah house-sites: is one of legal right, and if -

" the mirasidars have it they can only be expropriated by compensation ; they cannot

ived of their rights, however oppressive-the exercise of them may be, by -

’ ':fcg: l:a;l:;;lti(\)'e order. lglt will suffice f(l)xr') Government .to.exercise 1t? 1nd1spu§lablfev
right to assign waste land as public poramboke to provide new sites Gmi: parac 'IO‘IES
where wanted, and orders to this effect .have. been given in pa}ra. atpwf'ie.d te

Government will also be prepared to assign sites for ‘schools when satisfied as to .

the desirability of providing them. The last-assertion, namely, that the Parialhs

o gl iing i S bl dorasion s opord (o 7

- Y
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5 woubt that tleir condition is improving though slowly. The root
3015 question, as-of most social ‘questions in this country,1s education.
"l iise—ws and orders 'of- the Educational Department impose no disabilities on
Pariahs and other low castes;-but there is no doubt that by social custom, which it
is almost impossible to.control, they are hustled out of schools and do not reap their
proper share of benefit from the educational operations of the State. The whole

question of the measures to be taken to improve the cducation of the low castes is
under the consideration of the Dircctor of Public Instruction and his report is -

. . : . \ .

awaited. = - ‘

-

12. The memorialists also ‘ask in ,,paﬁ'a. 8 that the i)raétice'which obtains in -

" Chirigleput of the village officers collecting the rénts and distraining the property

" of sub-tenants be disallowed by Government. Itis observed that this objectionable

- practice has already been prohibited by the Board in its Proceedings, dated 13th
* May 1890, printed in G.0:, dated 3rd September 1890, No. 704. : :

~13. The memorial concludeés by requesting that Government will take steps
to ascertain fully and with exactness the condition'of the Pariahs in tlie.several .
districts of the Presidency, and will appeint.a commission to carry out such an -
inquiry and to make recommendationsefor tho amelioration of. the condition of
the Pariahs. . . - . . .o
The whole position is s clearly known and the questions raised have been
so fully dealt with in the papers read above that the Government does not deem
it necessary to appoint a’commission of inquiry. P
14, The Right Honorable the'Sectetary of State will be addressed with reference -
to his despatch of the 23rd July 1891¢ No. 7. oL -

Y

" (True Extract.) - " - )
AR .+ (Signed) - * C.-A. GALTON,
e S g " ‘Secretary to Government,
To the Judicial Department. T
",  Educational Department. . s v ‘
", Board of Revenue, in all its branches.” "7 ‘ .
-~y Secretary, Madras Missionary Conferenco. = .- ' SR B . ,
» - Rev. A. Andrew, Chingleput. = I T _ o

'ENDOBSEBIENT—jdEifed 30th S'ep.tcizmbcr.1892',-‘_l\’;o', 1010 A, Revenue. ‘ ) o
- 'Cop}: to the Government of India, Revenue and Agricultural Dcpartment, with, -
reference to its telegram, dated 25th’ July 1891. :

-

. . (Signed) © -C. A, GALTON,
- e - Secretary to Government,

-
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