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18t Juxe 1890, No. 463, RevEXUE,

e ——

GOVERNMENT OF MADRAS.

- REVENUE DEPARTMENT.

. -

Reap—again G.O., dated 14th March 1890, No. 1777, Mis., Revenue. @

" Apstracr.—Forwarding to the Collector of Malibar, for report, petition from Lakshmi Rani
of Edavalath Kovilagom and counter-petition from Mahadevi Rani and others regarding pay-
ment of malikhana allowances. i "

. Reap—again G.0., dated 31st March 1890, N». 2121, Mis., Revenue. @

Apstract.—Recording, pending the receipt of the report from the Collector of Malabar,
Board’s Proceedings, dated 15th March 1890, No. 1783, Mis., submitting to Government tele-
gram from Lakshmi Rani, requesting to stop payment of malikhana allowances to Ravi Varma
Rajah, until her petition to Government has been dsposed of.

" Reap—again G.0., dated 30th April 1890, No. 2633, Mis., Revenue. @
kshmi

Aspstract.— Forwarding to the Collector of Nalabar, for report, petition from La
Rani praying that the arrears of malikhana allowarce may be ordered to be paid to her.

.

REap—also the following letter from J. W. F DUMERGUE, Esq, Acting Collector
' of Malabar, to the Secretary to Government, Revenue Departmeut, dated
Calicut, 9th May 1890, No. 1719-P:— | }
With reference to Proceedings of Governuent, dated 14th March 1890, No. 1777,

I have the honor to report as follows. \
2. In paragraph 2 of the above order the Government gemarks that the proposal
made by the late senior Rajah regarding the pyment of malikhana to the senlor adult
male members of the branch Kovilagoms was not separately noticed in Collector’s
order, dated 22nd April 1879, No. 568 ; but Ibeg to submit that Mr. Logan enclosed
an English translation of the letter in which the proposals were contained and also
stated “he” (i.e., the senior Rajah) ¢ proposes to authorize the holders of these shares
to draw their respective shares upon their owr receipts. The Board will see from the -
Valiya Rajah’s letter that his objects in maling these proposals are to save future
troubles in his family and to provide for the d:cent maintenance of the membersof the .
two branch Kovilagoms.” DBut the point which appears to have been lost sight of by
Mr. Logan is that the Rajah’s letter contained also another proposal to the effect that
~ during the winority or in the absence of themale members, the amounts due to the
branch Kovilagoms should be paid to the eldest female members. It must be
presumed that Government intended to sanction both these proposals, but unfortunately
in the vernacular order issued from this office on 24th July 1879, during Mr. Logan’s
absence, reference was made ouly to the Valiya Rani of each Kovilagom and no notice
was taken of the senior male members. Unless some other influcnce was at work, the
explanation of this fact seems to me to lie in the Valiya Rajah’s letter of the ’16th
April 1879, from which it was probably thought that, with the exception of the Elaya -
Rajah of the Ayancheri Kovilagom, who draws a separate allowance, there were no -

" adult male members in existence in either kranch. My reason for this assertion is
that the word ¢ Tamban” used in the latter is generally applied only to minors and
it is the then Tamban of the Edavalath Kovilegom who has now attained majority and
claims payment of the malikhana, '
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3. The petition order, dated 18th May 1880, has never been communicated to this
~office until now, and [ submit that it was cancelled by G.0., dated 14th September
1582, No. 228, Petition Department, vhereby, on a petition from the senior Rajah—
the successor of the Rajah on whose projosal the division of malikhana was sanctioned—
the Government <“desired that the existing arrangements should not be disturbed.”
It is clear that the existing arrangemats were those sanctioned by G.0., dated 30th
June 1879, and, in accordance with ths order of 1882, these arrangements have been
continued up to the present date,

4. With regard to paragraph 3 of the Government order under reply, it appears
from information now obtained that tie impression caused by the use of the word
““Tamban” in the Valiya Rajah’s letter of 16th April 1679 was incorrect and that
there actually were at that time adult nale members in the Ayancheri Kovilagom.

5. Notwithstanding this, payments of malikhana were made.in accordance with
this office order, dated 24th July 1879 referred to in paragraph 2 supra), to the senior
Ranis of both Kovilagoms and the reasm why payment was made to the senior Rani of
the Ayancheri branch appears to be this. )

6. The present head of the whole family, including the branch Kovilagoms, is
Mana Varma Valiya Rajah of Kadattardd. 1In a statcment now made by him before
the Tahsildur, he asserts that he was for 22 years—from 1858—the senior Rajah of the
Ayancheri branch; that the affairs of that Kovilagom were managed and.mahkhaga
received by him during that period; that in both the branches the aﬁal.rs were in

-Jrevious years always managed by ths senior male, and not by the senior female,

\ members; that in 1879, when he was the senior male member of the Ayancheri.

: Kovilagom, he merely acquiesced in the arrangement for the disbursements of the mali-
: khana in deference to the communications of the Collector; that in 1881 another Rajah
Lecame the senior male member of the Ayancheri branch and contended that the pay-
i ment should be made to him on his recept, but that the matter was dropped owing to
Lis death before final orders were passed and that afterwards the next Rajah, who was
the son of the Rani, allowed the Rari to reccive the amount and pay it to him.

The Valiya Rajah asserts, moreover, th:t the affairs in the Ayancheri branch are even

now, as before, managed by the senior male member, tha.t in the Edavalatl} branch
the affairs were managed since 1879 by the senior Rani because the sentor male
member Was a minor, that the latter h:ving now attained his majority the Rani has
handed over the management to him and that the Kani’s present contention is
untenable. .

7. Thus it will be evident that in these Kovilagoms the practice prior to 1879 -

was that the senior male member managed the affairs and received the malikhana for
the benefit of the whole family and twat since 1879 the Valiya Ranis have becn
receiving the malikhana owing, in the Zdavalath Kovilagom, to the absence of male
members, who had attained majority, and in the Ayancheri Kovilagom, to acquiescence
in the direction given by the Collector ind to mutual agreement. The present con-
tention of the Valiya Rani is that the malikhana hitherto drawn by her may continue
to be paid to her, but it appears to me that the arrangement is opposed to the one
which, as T have indicated; has alrcady received the sanction of Government in G.O.,
dated 30th June 1879, and G.O., dated 14th September 1882, No. 228, Revenue, and
according to which the malikhana shoull be disbursed to the senior Rauis only when
no competent male representatives are available.

8. The enclosures to the Proceedings under reply and the petition and its

" enclosure received with endorsement No. 2633, dated 30th April 1890, are herewith

rcturned.

Orper—dated 18th June 1890, No. 463. Revenue.

Miscellane The arrangements sanctioned in
o . G0, dated 30th June 1879, No. 1397,

. contemplated the disbursement of mali-

Lhana to the senior male member of each Kovilagom, and the Government sees no
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 reason to reconsider that order xiow. The malikhana due to the Edavalath Kovilagom
- should accordingly be paid to Vira Varmah Rajah as ordered in G.O., dated 27th
* January 1890, No. 73.

‘ 2. The petitioners are referred to the Collector for orders in their case,

(True Extract.)

(Signed)  C. A. GALTON,
Secretary to Government,

To the Commissioners of Land Revenue, with enclosures,
»» the Collector of Malabar,
. » the Petitioners (paragraph 2).

Ezd. P. L. Pereira.

50 Copies.
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Malikhana allowance. ' ‘ ’
Observing that the arrangements sanctioned ' j
in 1879 contemplated the disbursement of — to . -
tke eenior male member of each Kovilagom and _ : i
thet the Government sees no reason now to ' !
. reconsider that order and directing that the : !
malikhana due to Edavalath Kovilagom should ; R
Le paid to Vira Varmah Rajah, . : ' S
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