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' Read—the following letter from L.

" GOVERNMENT OF MADRAS.

 REVENUE DEPARTMENT.

e

" Brap—the following Proceedings of the Board of Revenue (Land Beven‘ue),‘dated

2

' 9th April 1888, No. 356 :—

W. S. WﬁITEsIDE, Esq., C.8,

-

R. BURROWS, Esq., Collector of Nilgiris, fo

the Secretary to the Commissioners of Land Revenue, dated Ootacamund,
24th March 1888, No. 141 :— ' ,

" The late Mr. John Hodges was the owner of two pieces of land in Ootaéamund,
with a house known as Prospect Lodge built on.one of them (settlement No. C-172).

The particulars according to- the late revenue settlement are as follows :—

e Ares. Assessment,

ACS. R8. A.

- . ' ' A ‘P.
C-172 ive’ ees 856 11 8 9
C’173 . ene es B 4'77 4‘ 2 5

© Total..| 1333 |1511 2

They were held by Mr. Iodges under a lease for 99 years granted by the East

* India Company, bearing No. 123 and dated 17th April 1846, on which a memorandum
©is written s follows :— o : S :

 There is now only one dwelling-house on-the land referred to in this ingtrument. It is

- - agreed that in the event of there being more dwelling-houses than one erected thereon hereafter
- one cawni (== acres 1'32) on, account of each dwelling-house shall ‘be liable to be assessed at

Rs. 5-4-02

2. Mr. Hodges died in January 1886,'bequ,eathing by will settlement No. C-172,
acres 8'66, to Mrs. Alice Salmon with the house thereon, and settlement No. C-173,
acres 477, on which there is now no building, to Colonel F. 8. Fitzpatrick, by whom

. the land has recently been transferred to Mr. C. Sabapathy Iyah.

. 3. Messrs. Cowdell and Winterton have now applied for permanent pattasin -
~ the names of Mrs, Salmon and Mr. Sabapathy Iyah for their respective lands with -

the house. L .
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4. Paragraphé 1 and 16 of Standi‘ng Order No: 38 -authorize the issue of
" permanent pattas for “ lands occupied by dwelling-houses or factories and for lands
- occulsied or intended for gardens or plantations properly so called.” - -

5. The land purchased by }fr. Sabapathy Iyah does not fall within the above
.~ description as it has not y&t been built upon, nor is it a plantation or garden properly.

.- 80 called, and I am writing to Messrs. Cowdecll and Winterton that the permanent
" patta cannot be issued: - ' . - '

} 6.-The: present referbnce has arisen in connection with Mrs. Salmon’s property,
G172, This. number, as above said, measures 8:56 acres, with only one dwelling-
house on it.- It is assessed as follows :— ‘

P

-

o . Rs. A. P.

. For the dwelling-house, 1-32 acres at ' Rs. 3-15.8 peracre = 5 4 0

FOF the remainder, 724 mcresat ,, 0-13.11 -~ ,, = 6 4 9
Total ... £56 - . 11 89

— § . ——— .

- The question is, if a permanent patta can be claimed by. the owner, what
-, amount should be entered in-it as payable thereafter in perpetuity. The rules are
' §1Icnt on this point ; but the form of patta, clause 1, and paragraph 3 of Board’s Proceed-
. 1ugs, dated 21st June 1883, No. 1801, disposed of in 5.0., No. 897, dated 23rd July
- 1883, Revenue, indicate that the assessment should be the same at which the property

13 now assesscd.  The lease on the other hand stipulates, as stated in paragraph 1, a
payment of Rs. 5-4-0 per cawni (acres 1:32) for every fresh dwelling-house which may
be erected on the land. The grant of a permanent patta now will preclude Govern-

-ment from claiming the enhanced assessment when additional dwelling-houses are
erected. I beg the Board’s instructions on the point.

. 7. Speaking generally, building sites in the towns which are held on leases issued

in former years are assessed at Rs. 3-15-8 per acre for the first cawni or 1-32 acres on
- which a dwelling-house is erected, and at annas 13-11 per acre on the remainder of
the holding.  Where no leases have been obtained, the rates are, respectively, Rs. 4
and Re. 1 peracre. T think in fhe case of dwelling-houses, of which the site exceeds 2
acres, half the area should be assessed at Rs. 3-15-8, or Rs. 4, as the case may be, and

~ half at the lpwer rate, and entered in the permanent pattas when applied for. Two
acres is a fair extent for an average dwelling-house in the Ootacamund settlement.
11 some rille like this is not adopted, 2 permanent patta might be applied for in cases
where the site is very extensive, e, Woodlands or the Cedars.

.+ 8. Should the principle above stated meet with the Board’s approval, the assess

- ment to be entered in the permanent patta for the particular case in point would be
&8 follows :— : o ‘f .

. RS, A P.

© .Acres 428 at Rs. 3-15.8 per *‘-cre = 17 0 i
© . 428w, 03010,  =-811.6 i
856 total, - ST
: . ] | T.:..__..._______ P ,é. ‘.—;' : v ‘
" Rusolution—dated th April 1888, No. 355, "~ 7w s ST
The Collector’s detislon,reported in Péfagﬁphfs of his Jetfer, is approved.

0

. 2. Paragraph 16 of $tanding Order No, 33 speaks. of granting ‘penmanent pattas

“ in lieu of the gearly patfas hitherto granted.””  The land in regard to which the .
Collector asks for orders is held on a 99 years’fease; which reserves large reversionary -
rights to Government. -It may be doubted whether the -rules were fatended tot
apply to such lands. -TParagraph 5 of the* taridiﬁg Order:, cbntem?lates'redombﬁon_

of assessment on lands held on lease,Juf ¢nly with the sanction ofsthe Doard. This
sanction they are not disposed to aceord.. The existing, fitle {s 2 good one and quite "

. .t B :
T - RN L
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marketable, but it reserves to Government reversionary rights which the Board quuld
not be justified in throwing away. '

(A true Copy and Extryet.)s , _’
- (Signed)  IL A. SIM,
2 , Acting Secretary.

To the Secretary to Government, Revenue Department.
,» Collector of the Nilgiris. :

A———

Reap—the following Proceedings of the Board of _Revenue (Land Revenue), dated
' ‘ 26th September 1888, Mis. No. 5786 = :

W. S. Warresiog, Esa., C.S.

" Read—the following letter from the Collector of Nilgiris, dated 8th Septembgr 1888,

- No. 398 :—

: With reference to Board’s Proceedings, dated 4th J uly 1888, Mis. No. 4044, I
- have the honor to submit a statement showing the properties 1n this district now held
. on 99 years’ leases. It is compiled from the printed settlement registers.

Read—also official memorandum from Govemment,- Revenue Depaftment, dated 13th
September 1888, No, 64-R.

Resolution—dated 26th Septembei' 1888, Mis. No. 5786.

.- Submitted to Government with reference to their official memoranda, dated
- 25th June and 13th September 1888, Nos. 72 and 64-R.

- 9. It will be seen that the area is considerable and that in many cases half the

: _time has already expired.

(A true Copy and Extract.)

Signed H. A. SIM
(Signed) Acting Secreta’ry. '

To the Segretary to Government, Revenue Department, :
o with statement, in original, to be returned.

Copy to the Collector of Nilgiris. -

O——

© Reap—letter from the Deputy Collector of Madras, dated 22nd December 1888,

No. 2045.
Assteacr.—Forwarding a 99 years’ lease as calle@ for.

O——

=}

mund, to the Chief Sceretary to Government, dated Ootacamund, 17th
January 1889 :—

We have the honor to forward herewith a petition signed by Mr. C. Sabapathy
‘Tyah, Mr. T. L. Browning as the attorney of Mrs. Salmon, and several other persons

*+ Reap—the following letter from Messrs. COWDELL axp WINTERTON, Ootaca-

" in reference to the grant of permanent pattas for lands and houses comprised in

leases of the Honorablo East India Company. [

&
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Excrostze.

Tae Riear How’sie ROBERT BOURKE, LORD CONNEMARA, -

: : : Governor and President in Council, Fort St. George-

S « - The humble petition of Mgs. ALICE SaLMON of
- 35, Vauston Place, Walham Green, Londog,
- and of Mg. C. Sapaparny lyaH, Barrister-at-
L . Law, Chudderghaut, Hyderabad, and of the
. . . other signatories to this petition and the
L " schedules thereto.
Saswere,—" -

Your pet‘itioners are the holders of property under leases grauted by the late Fast India
Qompany which are generally similar to that hereinafter particularly mentionsd. Your peti-
tioners are concerned to find that in a recent case the Collector of Nilgiris has been ordered to

- take a retrograde step and to refuse to recew these leases, at or after the renewable periods,
by the grant of permanent pattas, as has hitherto been the practice.

_ 2. The particulars of the case in which the order has been passed are given below, as it is
i - a typlcal case ar}d as the proceedings hitherto have been connected with it, but your petitioners
~ finding that their interests have been jeopardised by the order in question, joiu=a this petition
) to av_md 'mu!tlphclty qf proceedings, and to show that there is a general consensus of opinion
. in this district regarding the prejudicial character of the order in question.

- o » 8. The Honorable East India Company by a graut or lease, duted the 17th A ril 1846 and
bearing No. 123, leaspd to the late Mr'pJofm yﬁogges of Oota.c;.mund » piece of Fand at Oo_ta-
. _ camund fora house gite, measuring 8 cawnies 15 grouunds and 370 square foet, now bearing
- survey Nos, C-72 and C-73, and known as “ Prospect Lodge,” for a term of 09 yesrs at the

early rent of Rs. 13-15-11, renewable aftcr the expiration’ “of every 30 years, on payment 0
Rs. 7-4-2 and subject to the other spocial and peculiar. and now obsolete conditions specified
m_the said lease which is annexed hereto. Mr, John Hodges during his lifetime enjoyed the
said property, paying the rents therefor in pursuance of the said lease, but the gaid leage was
not renewed in the year 1876, as provided by the terms thereof. Mr. John Hodges bequeathed

- the said house, known as ““ Prospect Lodge,” being part of the proporty comprised in the 88l
~ lease, to a certain Mrs. Alice Salmon and other part to a certain Colonel Fitzpatrick. M-
Hodges died on or about 19th January 1886, and subsequent to the grant of probate ordinary
Ic):;t::yzsrg_gra:tgd to tfh: 1:laid Colonel Fitzpatrick and Mra. Alice Salmon.  Colouel F:itzp?mlck
Co i portion of the property to’ a certain Mr. C. Sabapathy Iysh by u deed of 82 ©s
- dated 8th February 1888, the vendgr undertaking to concur ig oby;uifling aypermanent putta
»f«_)r the property. Mrs. Alice Salnon, on or about the 14th February 1883, made an applica-

tion to the Collector of Nilgiris, praying for the grant of a permaunent patia in the placeo
* the said obsolete lease for her portion of the property snd Mr. O. Sabapathy Iyah made a
similar application for bis portion and then (on objection being raised to snch application ¥) for
’ ‘ the wholo of the  Tudor Hall Estate,” includ-
- ing the said portion. After intermediate letters,
tha Collector, on the 24th March 1888, by his
’ lett_er, No. 526, intimated that he had referred the matter to the Board of Revenue and pre-
seribed certain formalities to be complied with before the application Jor a permanent patta
could be entertained, and on_tho 16th May 1888, in bis letter, No. 839, informed tho partios
. coticerned that the Board of Revenue had "decided that a permanent patta for the * Prospect
> " Lodge ” property could not be granted, On the 18th May 1888, Mrs. Salmon again addressed
. - the said Collector, explaining the terms of the lease of 1846 and praying for a renewal of the
% -lease and the Collector in his letter, No. 923, dated 20th May 1888, asked for an explanation

* That such land was snly part of fand r;ot, an estate,

.

* more definitely of what was required to be done and on the 30th May 1688 her solicitors urged .‘

that a renewal was properly claimable and appeared desirable, but the Collector replied by s
letter, No. 951, dated 6th June 1888, that the lease was renewable in 1876, 1906, and 1945, and
that he would advise the applicant to ask for a renewal in 1945. Such reply from the
Collector was 80 far unsatisfactory that it omitted to notice that the leases according to qle"
terms ‘requu'ed to be renéwed at the expiration of each of such periods whilst they containe
provisions and prohibitions, which, under existing circumstances, are not only onerous 83G,

. impracticable but obsolete and useless. - . .

4. Under similar circumstances, such leases have, as your petitioners- are inf:)rmet_i apd -

believe, at various times been renewed by permanent. pattas, which were granted in lien ©
such leascs, the latter being now virtually obsolete and.incapable of renewal on account of the
special conditions contained therein, which bave ceased to be nscessary or desirable.

¢ 3. Your petitioners urge upon Your Excellency’s Government that the East India Compeny

certainly intended that the aforesaid leas;s should be renewed after the expiration of each {
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entitled to seek for the perfecting of their title by such renewal, as at present in many cases tho
term for renewal has expired, and the lessees are without any sufficient or regular title, anl

purchasers naturally object to accept such imperfect or uncertain titles.

6. Petitioners also urge that the grant of a permandht patta being a customary and
convenient form of renewal, there is no valid reason why persons who hold old leases under the
Honorable East India Company, plus the ordinary pattay, should be in a worse position than

those persons who hold ordinary pattas only.

R T e

-t of the late Hast India Company for lands which form the gardens,’sites,or the grounds of
{ houses and who desire that such leases should be renewed or replaced by permanent pattas
i for reasons above referred to have entered particulars of their leases and the properties held
-y under them in the accompanying schedule. o .
:\ “Your petitioners thegefg;le ;ray that Your Excellgugy will be graciously pleased to peruse
! the said form of lease and other material papers and to 'ldII‘GCt the renewal of the said lease and
othex similar leases by the grant of perma«nent_pa_ttas or SUCh‘ other docurpents as may be
. deemed desirable from . time to time on application of the parties as has hitherto been the
practice. . . . o .
For which act of justfce your petitioners will, as in duty bound, ever pray. . ‘
N.B.—The names of the other signatories will te found attached.to the schedules contain-

ing particulars of gach lease and property-

R i3 | - owine letter from L. R. BURROW.S,' Esq., Collector of Nilgiris, to the.
: ; FaD thgefco;;gg;notoe Geo{-ernment, Revenue Department, dated Ootacamund, 18th

f : .
: February 1889, No.l 14 :— L “ _
B With reference to your official memorandum, dated 29th December 1888, No. 202,
. i T have the honor to submit, for the inspection qf Government and rgturn, a counter-

: 7 part of lease for 99 years.

9. T have not a copy of any of the carliest leases issued for building sites, as all

-, . 4 gistrar of Grants at Madras, and
| the counterparts were filed in the office of the late Regis S 8 ; 81
t 1am, there‘?ore, unable to state the difference in the terms of the hongmal and modi-
{ fied leases which were in forco between 1828 and 1899, when the 1'"11@3 as to the
]

F3

| grant of building leases were abrogated. . , v .
:" 3. The difference in the terms, however, can be gathered from the sketch of the
" rules given in pages 347 to 355 of the Nilgirl Manqal. : ‘ ‘

—
£ ™ ¥
M .

READ—létter from Mes

'16th February 1§89. o .,
ease and patta granted to Mr. Hodges.

$
M
!
H
i

Asstract.—Forwarding the 99 years’ 1

————
L

DOWNIE, .0, American Baptist Mission, Nellore,
- dated 12th April 1889. - o o

consideration may be given to his request of
» in Ceonoor into & freehold,

{\Rmn—letter from R&v. D.

) ArsTrACT.—Requesting that & 'fa,v«')mble()1 ¢
\converting the property known a8 * Holmwoo

s .

> Tmso—letter fr 5. CO
-+ Bewn letter from Messr L Tes.
of an additioms] property from a certain person to be

RSN _ line a schedole
| Asstracr.—Forwarding nent pattas. -

! attached to the petition regarding perma

PR
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et

dum from . A. GALTOéT, Esq;, Secretary to
A G t, Revenue Department, to the Deputy Collector of Madras,
T et . George, 20th Decomber 2888, No. 197:— © ¢ ._
" The De otor of Madras is requested te forward af once, for the perusal
IR Govein]r)n?:it):: (g)?gseztfoilgnk forms of 99 years leases for the grant of land on the
. -+" Nflgiri hills for agricultural and building purposis. - If blank copies are not available, -

¢ Reap—the following official memoran
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. 30 years, and that it is desirable thé.t they should be reaewed, and further "that the lessees are

7. The other signatories to this petition being persons who similarly hold leases or grants -

s, COWDELL %D Y INTERTOY, Ootacamund, dated

WDELL axp WINTERTON, Ootacamund, dated 7th |

.
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original documents, which, it is believed, are lodged in the Madras Deputy Collector’s
office should be sent up for perusal and return.

——

OzpER—dated 30th August 1889, No. 744, Revenue.
Mi . The papers read above relate to the
iscellaneous. S . .
\ question of granting permanent pattas
for lands held under Government on
~ leases for 99 years.

9. On a careful consideration of the question, His Excellency the Governor in
Council is of opinion that the tenure on which these lands are held is antiquated and

objectionable, and that, on grounds®oi public policy, it is desirable to commute these

leaseholds, which are liable to reverito Government after the expiration of the terms
of the leases, into permanent properties. The Government considers that this might be
best effected by granting permanent pattas to the holders of the properties according
to presont oceupation, subject to the payment of a fixed quit-rehit of Rs. 2 per acre, all
reversionary rights possessed by Government in them being relinquished in considera-
tion of the quit-rent thus fixed. -In cases in which the rent paid snder the leases
exceeds Rs. 2 per acre on an average, the amount now paid will continue to be levied,
but there will be no additional charge. :

3. The Collector of Nilgiris will report through the Board of Revenue, after con-
sultation with Messrs. Cowdell and Winterton or other persons interested, whether a
settlement of the question as above indicated will be acceptable to them.

(True Extract.)
r o

: o - (Signed) - C. A. GALTON,
Secretary to Government.

Y

To the Board of Revenue (Land Revenxe).

3}

Exd. A. D, Xavier. : | |
. * i

45 Copieé.
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Lands held on IeaSe‘s'for:QQ
~ years. .

jpg permanent pattas on certain conditions, and
. directing the Collector of Nilgiris to report if the
proposal i8 accoptable to the persons concerned. .

Reed. . A ;Enéf. »

Considering it desirable thaﬁ. — should be -
converted into permanent properties by grant- .
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