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* ' : . GOVERNMENT OF MADRAS.

i

REVENUE D.E.PARTMENT.

Reap—the following letter from M. A;LAWSON, Esq,, Government Botanist and .
Director of Cinchona Plantations, Nflgirs, to the Secretary to Goverr.lment, ‘ o
Revenue Department, dated Ootacamund, 929nd October 1887, No. 63 :—

¢ With reference to paragraph 2 of G.0. No. 867 of the 5th SePteglger flfgzl’l .
Revenue, I have the honor, with reference to paragraph 7 of G.O. No. 9 e 0 tih .
; - E }1 ‘ November 1886, Revenue, to submit a report on the proposed future working of the -
L : ' T, ' ‘Wood plantation. ) "
' . | o - 9, T have already pointed out in several reports that a great portlon oflilgs
plantation is in a very bad condition, and that I think that the outlay which wgou A %
necessary to put these portions into a state of repair would never be recoupﬁ ) '::.)Il
J ‘) R therefore strongly urge on Government to allow me to abandon all t ?t afOZE;
S mentioned portions, and to retain only about 20 or 25 acres of the better part o

RPN E plantation. .
1 . 8. There are still upon the Portions which I propose should be abandonetli malrllls('l
, ] - trees which have passed their prime. These I would uproot at once, but dW,O -
A - ' . T - . I ) not attempt to replant, forthe soil is in most places very poor owing to past denud a.t(ll‘)? ’ *

' . » \ X ' ‘ T 3 and the land in many other parts, owing to its rocky and stony nature, 18 ﬂl-s_mte or

- ' . : ] ’ the culture of cinchona.

1 . . 4. In paragraph 7 of G.0. No. 988 of 15th November 1886, Revenue, Govern-
. ¢ *  ment remark as follows:— ; N
! ¢ The Director’s attention is drawn to the fact that this plantation yield_ed in 1885,'86

37,385 1b. of green bark ata cost of only Rs. 6,680, or Ad. 2-10 per lb., while in the previous
. : . year the yi{eld was 30,252 1b., and the cost Rs. 5,473.” .

\ i : . N o X : But the former statement of the cost of the bark being only As.2-10 per Ib. 18
! : . \ o L _misleading, because the caleulation has been made upon the green instead of upon
) ' o ) ) , , . "the dry bark, and as green bark ordinarily loses two-thirds of its weight during the
o - TP . process of drying, the cost of the dry bark per 1b. was As. 8-6. . _

‘ ; e » T 5. With respect to what the capital outlay upon this plantation has been since -

) ‘ ‘ , ‘ ) ) ’ the commencement, I am unable to give you the information asked for in the above

" I . L ‘ ) - - { S quoted paragraph, as the accounts of this plantation have, prior to the year 188.3-84; '
: : ' : : . s . Lo ' o - been mixed up with those of other estates under the management of the -Assistant
A o ' Superintendent of which it was for the time being placed ; but since the year 1883-84,

the cost of upkeep has been Rs. 19,484, but this does not include the charges connected
with the supervision. ‘ _

6. I may state here that I have of a purpose curtailed the expenses connected
with the upkeep of the Wood plantation, 'and kept them at ’gl}eu lowest 11m1jc, .
feeling assured that money expended on their renovation, that’is to say on thie:
outlying and worser portions, would be simply wasted. So that the sum of Rs. 19,484
for the four years does not truly represent what would have been expende(_l had the ‘ |
renovation of the plantation been carried on,as was originally intended. If thisrenova-
tion is insisted upon by Government which, for reasons given above, I should deprecate,
the outlay for the next few years must be very great—I think not less than Rs. 10,000
per annum. L _
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cost of maintaining a sub-overseer on the place,
*

2 17ra Novemeer 1887, No. 1081, Revexvue.

7. If Government allow my proposed changes, and retain the 20 to 25 acres
only, I think I shall not be far Wrong in putting all charges connected with the plan-
tation at about Rs. 3,000 per annum. This will include, besides upkeep proper, the

Wwho would be transferred from the

‘
Ll

Hooker plantation.

es now standing upon the outlying
portions about 70,000 1b. of dry bark, nearly "all of which would be red bark but

of a somewhat inferior quality, averaging probably not mo

of total alkaloids, the monetary value of which in the prese
market, I am unwilling to estimato, ’

9. If my proposals are sanctione
only such as has

nt fluctuating state of the

e sl d, the éutlay on repairs will be very small ; indeed
been ordinarily expended every year upon the present buildings.

——

Orpzr—dated 17th N ovember‘ 1887, No. 1081, Revenue.

Miseollamonne The proposals of “the Director are
; approved and sanctioned,
(True Extract.) . :
- (Signed)  J. F. PRICE,

Secretary to Government.

R

To the Government Botanist,
» the Editors’ Table.

re than 41 to 5 per cent.
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