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GOVERNMENT OF MADRAS.

\ REVENUE DEPARTMENT.

Reap—the following Proceedings of the Board of Revenue, dated 11th August 1886,
No. 1798-A:— |

" Read—the following letter from W. S. WHITESIDE, Esq., C.8., President, Board of
Examiners, to the Secretary to the Board of Revenue, dated Madras, 27th
July 1886, No. 1162 :—

I have the honor to request that you will be so good as to bring to the notice of

" the Board of Revenue that I am about to submit, for the orders of Government, the

 case of a Head Assistant Collector who, after upwards of four years and-a-half service

in two districts in which the same vernacular is spoken, is so astonishingly ignorant

of that language that at the examination held on the 19th instant he declined to

attempt the vernacular papers sent up for him, and was also unable to converse in the
language in which he is supposed to have done éhis work in office for so long.

2. T attribute this lamentable failure alriost entircly to the practice, that I am
well informed is now common amongst the junior members of the Civil Service, of
avoiding office work in the vernaculars as far as possible by passing orders on short
dockets and préeis prepared for them in English by their clerks, in which the contents

_ of the arzis and petitions addressed to them by tahsildars and others are briefly
~ summarised. .
3. Of the wide door that is thus opened to corruption and’ injustice of all kinds,
. T need at present say nothing. I simply regard the practice from the stand-point of
' the officer in charge of the department whose business it is to supervise the manner
" in which these young officers carry out the intentions of Government and qualify
themselves for the efficient performance of the various duties devolving upon them,
one of the most important of which is the acquisition of a fluent and thorough know-
ledge of the languages spoken by the people of the districts where they are employed.

4. Tt'is manifestly impossible that such an acquaintance with the vernaculars
can be secured or retained unless the system that once was universal, of having all

. vernacular papers read aloud to them by clerks and then recording the orders required
" thereon, is again brought into force and insisted on.

5. T venture to hope that the Board of Revenue will concur with me in this
view, and will be pleased to take as speedily as possible such steps in the matter as
they may deem necessary. o i

Resolution—dated 11th August 1886, No. 1798-A.

The President of the Board of Examiners in the above letter draws the attention

of the Board to what appears to them to be a serious matter and one upon which they

. consider the orders of Government should be taken. The fact that in the present day
~ most of the clerks in Government employ know Bnglish, and that the bulk of work
has so much increased that there is a vast temptation to reduce the vernacular portion

_ of it by. using English abstracts, makes it very probable that the practice to which the
" President alludes has grown up, and he is in the very best position for noting it. The
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Board are afraid that it must be taken as a fact that there is 2 growing tendency-

s P NP AP A AN AP SIS

among district officers to shirk the vernacular work of their offices. The practice of
sysgen}utlca.lly disposing of vernacular work by means of English dockets must seri-
(f);ls y impair the administration of the country. It cuts off every one who follows it
0 Orﬁ §he daily use of the vernacular spoken in his division, and effectually keeps him

ack irom any intimate knowledge of what is going on around him. To all intents and
Eulposqs it makes him a mere puppet in the hands of his office establishment. Such
cogi?gscﬁ lsln.loreover wholly opposed to the wishes of the Government who have
nmior ally }zjnd great stress on the importance they attach to the attainment by the
jar ;llllerrx: ers (if the covenanted service of an acvurate and familiur knowledge of
hao s 11%-}(13 ancbpeople of the country they govern. The-existing rules, however,
o provent st hmm y experience to be so general and permissive “that they have failed
o preve: ?practlce alluqed to from growing up, and the Board now think that

ne stricter and more definite rules on the subject should be passed.

2. The Board, if the Government approve of the suggestion, ¥ is r
R Boar ggestion, would issue orders
gzstggeézrgggﬁg;ng’ o? afll ghq oﬂicers. to whom the rule should apply that they should
do the vernacula %mrtho their tvvork in the old and proper manner, the papers being
read out n fal bo h.e preS}d1ng office by his clerks and the order subsequently
e ofﬁcey hlmltlu his own hand-writing. When the papers are read out,
tho pros himodcqiraglz %ut take such explanations of his clerk and make such notes as
o, s , but no abstraets of papers should be made beforehand in any
3. icati

oot an?hgfﬁizgllg%t;}o; of {iules of the sort suggested should mnot, the Board think,
ot auy offieers of the r‘i)n of Acting Collector. -They can be trusted to carry on
their wotk in the ma Tl} ' ‘?ft adapted to effect its thorough and expeditious disposal.
ool b Sub-Collec%o uzh Meprer ;91’. the Board would not wish to sece the rule
e vk of Collotes r:?h OXA(_:tmg' First Member would apply it to all officers below
O of Golctar. 1 e J cting Tlird Member would not apply the rule to Sub-
o, consl orI(llDe (Ebehofﬁc_zers tolhave passed out of the state of pupillage, and
b o8 that agd e r of the kind suggested would be viewed by these officers with
gront isvor and < ::Bse ( m}xcll dissatisfaction, and probably be more honored in the
ance they. can aat fro rv ﬁnce: Their work is in some cases so bulky that the assist-
T ey o got Ir rilt inglish abstricts should not, in his opinion, “be denied them.
in the work by the tim(()a 1?1 pI‘OgJBI' Ko tedzo of fho vermaculars and a proper W el
improve thomaclves & ey become Sub-Collectors, they are not likely to be led to
T e t}res I}: any such rule as that now sugiested

. cting First Member i '
rule should apply to Sub-Colleelt)s:-‘sls e
that. an officer is now often an Actir;rr
Acting Sub-Collector after five yea?'
dqnyed from the proposed rule wil
Divisional officers.

5. Anoth :
to all ofﬁcel?s s&;&,e;hggr:f. applying a rule of the sort would be to make it applicable
is open to numerous obj ain number of years’ service, but this method of application
period during Whilz;;(;h]g ﬁﬁ):s'h Ilt would be difficult ¢ priori to fix the length of the
- should apply, and it would not be right that the method

of work in any office should b
of work in _WZI‘G floe eh vlvln. e 80 completely fmd. suddenly altercd as it would be if

1the other hand strongly of opinion that the
The rapidity of promotion is so great at present
Ilead Assistant after two years’ service, and an
s aud in his opiaion much of tho benefit to ho
¢ lost if its operation is mot ‘extended to all

6. The Acting Second Memb ’ i :
taken as to mode in which the pro?ozgiefil;v;ﬁgg ;1;)1{5? Member in tho view he has

(A true Copy and Lxtract.) ;

(Signed) M. HAMMICK,
Acting Secretary.

To bb:a Secretary to Government, Revenue Department.
Copy to t.;he President, Board of Examiners, Madras.
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‘Orprr—dated 19th October 1886, No. 880, Revenue.
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MM

The Government approve of the issue
of orders as proposed by the ‘majority of
the Board. The promulgation of the
orders will, it is hoped, be sufficient, but the Board and Collectors should exercise watch-
fulness, in reference to papers which may come before them, and notice cases io which
the rules may not have been observed. .

(True Extract.)

Signed) - IL. E. STOKES,
: Secretary to Government.

Miscellaneous.

To the Board of Revenue.
,, the Public Departnent.

Txd. A. Aubert.

50 Copies-
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Vernacular Work by District
Officers.
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PROCEEDINGS OF THE BOARD OF REVENUE.

P,

C.S., President, Board of
dated Madras, 27th

Reap—the follo_wing letter from W. S. WHOITESIDE, Esq,
S Examiners, to the Secretary to the Board of Revenue,

July 1886, No. 1162:—

I have the honor to request that you will be so good as to bring to the notice of_
he orders of. Government, the- -

: ' the Board of Revenue that [ am about to submit, for t
case of a Head Assistant ! iollector who, after npwards of four years and-a-half service
in two districts ‘n which the same vernacular is spoken, is so astonishingly ignorant
of that language that at the examination held on the 19th instant he declined w
attempt the yernacular papers sent up for him, and was also unable to converse in the
language in which he is supposed to have Jdone his work in office for so long..

2. T attribute this lamentable failure almost entirely to the practice, that T am
juni mbers of the Civil Service, of

well informed is now comuon among
ble by passing orders on short

! \

: avoiding office work in the vernaculars as far as possi
dockets and précis prepared for them in English by their elerks, in which the contents
of the arzis and petitions 2 hgildars and others are briefly

ddressed to them by ta
D / , summarised. .
ated 7 = 2 : . ‘ ‘ _ 8. Of the wide door that is thus opened to corruption!and injustice of all kinds,
: éﬂ A ; } . I need at present say nothing. I simply rezard the practice from the stand-point of
Receiv ed ,d,& ')‘/-é{/ / Ag 7l 7 : the officer in charge of tho department whose business it is to.supervise the manner
- T (ro ;’z’g%ﬁ) , in which these young © - : tontions of Government and qualify
7 ‘ ; themselves for the efficient performance of the various duties devolving upon them,
| : one of the most important of which is the acquisition of a fluent and thorough know-
" : ledge of the Janguages spoken by the people of the districts where they are employed. ¥
atance with the vernaculars ‘

‘ ;‘ 4. Tt is manifestly jmpossible that such an acquai
| : can be sccured OF. retained unless the system that once was universal, of having all
‘ lorks and then recording the orders required

vernacular papers read aloud to them by ¢

No. ., _ : ' cle
j L thereon, is agall brought into force and insisted on.
5. I venture to hope that the Board of Revenu® will concur with me in this

f view, and will be pleased to take as speedily a3 possible such steps in the matter as
K they may deem necessary. .
¢

. ! : ' RESOLCTION-—dﬁted 11th August 1886, No. 1798-A. g
he above letter draws the attention

] (Des o
(/w' 5&’{?“‘}%\99%&1}( of Wi~ iners i
g, é‘%‘ ’ ‘ : j\ ‘ : The President of the Board of Examiners in t
Y ' , X [ of the Board to what appears t0 them to be a serious matter and one upon which they
VYIAY Cu . consider the orders of Government should be taken. The fact that in the present day
; : , most of the “lerks in Government employ know English, and that the bulk of work
he vernacular portion

. {:
/

: . ;
A
' ‘ R - (7 (/
o e e h e /

.
b

{

/ o

087 L
L

o~ g e t———— o - —

TR T

et aer | s
P .

'-4_...&

PA—

w’ H
.

© o
I s  aad e e

Enclosures .

-
e oo i

‘ has so much increased that there g a vast temptation to reduce t I
English abstracts, makes 1b very probable that the practice to which the

. . : of it by using S, o i
‘ ‘ President alludes has grown up, and heis in the very best position for poting it. The

s . Board are afraid that it must be taken asa fact that thpre,i&a growing tendency
' among District officers to shirk the yernacular work of their offices. The practice of

systematically disposing of vernacular work by means of English dockets must seri-
\ It cuts off every oueé who follows it

b ously impair the admimistration of the country. It culs
: ; , from the daily use of the vernacular spoken in his division, and'eﬁectually keeps him
back from any intimate knowledge of what is going oLl aronnd him. Toall intents and
ig office establishment. Such

purposes it makes him a mere puppet in the hands of b
i to the wishes of the Government who have

: : : . b a practice is moreover wholly oppose :
‘ : P pontinually laid great stress on the importance they attach to the attainment by the
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junior members of the covenanted service of an accurate and familiar k

: ages and people of the country they govern. le ¢
;gi'édll)]eirzﬁ?)wn bI\)r egperience to be so general and permissive that they have failed

to prevent the practice alluded to from growing up, and the Board now think that -

nowledge of
The existing rules, however,

some stricter and more definite rules on the subject should be passed.
2. The Board, if the Goverament approve of the suggestion, would issue orders

* positively enjoining on all the oidcers to whom the rule should a
ggg:hlg eerua?:ular ;art of their work in the old %'md proper man
read out in_full to the presiding officer by his clerks and t

recorded in brief by him in his own hand-writ-ing.
the presiding officer should take such explanations of

. seem to him desirable,

language.

3. The application of rules of the sort suggested should not
affect any officers of the rank of Acting Collector. They
their work in the manner best adapted to effect its thorough and ex
But while the Acting Third Member of the Board would not wis

pply that they should
ner, the papers being
he order subsequently

When “the papers are read out,

his clerk and make such notes as
but no abstracts of papers should be made beforehund in any

» the Board think,
can be trusted to carry on
peditious disposal.
h to see the rule

applied to Sub-Collectors, the Acting First Member would apply it to all officers helow
the rank of Collector. The Acting Third Member would not apply the rule to Sub-.

Collectors, considering these officers to have

passed out of the state of pupillage, and

~ thinking that any order of the kind suggested would be viewed by these officers with
. great disfavor and cause much dissatisfaction, and probably be more honored in the

breach than in the

observance. Their work is in some cases so bu
tance they can get from English abstracts should not, in his opini
If these officers have not a proper knowledge of the vernaculars a
in the work by the time they become Sub-Collectors, they are

lky that the assis.
on, be denied them.
nd a proper interest

not likely to be led to
improve themselves by any such rule as that now suggested.

4. The Acting First Member is on the other hand stro
rule should apply to Sub-Collectors.
that an officer is now often an Acting
Acting Sub-Collector after five year
derived from the proposed rule will

. Divisional officers.

5. Another method of applying a rule of

the sort would be to make it applicable
to all officers below a certain number of years’
18 open to numerous objections.
period during which the rule should apply, and it woul
of work in any office should be so completel

such a rule were laid down.

. 6. The Acting Second Member agrees
“taken as to mode in which the proposed rul

To the Secretary to Government, Revenue Department, *+
Copy to the President, Board of Examiners, Madras,

St ettt e b EEET

Exd. W. J. Lewis,

(A true Copy and Extract.)

A

service,
It would be difficult

P}

but this methed of application

d priori to fix the length of the
d not be right that the method
¥ and suddenly altered as it would be if

with the Third Member in the view he has
e should apply.
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ngly of opinion that the
The rapidity of promotion is so great at present
Head Assistant after two years’ service, and an
8, and in his opinion much of the benefit to be

be lost if its operation is not extended to all

~ SR e

Ree TR
gt e o R A I

-

VLTI

AT




ey e

[ .‘—~——-33~ e "“?\\’ h’"‘"\\("

<
N
r’

e

|
S

- PRV VTN ol el 4'":-

P MR
Py

g
N
0B
2
AN
3
¢
\
Ay
™N
2
¥

-

/ tn (¢
1 ( -€ 9
ﬁ?ﬂ e o g"‘/ 2 - /_, pra— ¥ L.

/
t" cs yw/wf’/L A//‘ c‘/cw/ (Fee /‘

/fzi/ﬂ,.,m» //&a“f:a ,r,t/“,nﬁ;ﬁ,
17:4/_h1 L M“Z Counrr K/a
7‘6**, OL'&;TZ’)M:/‘L;., Ca,“«oua?

- i
e e T N ” T P Y A ———
- r

=N

\
/(’&‘»64,941,4 Q Y
/:LM¢ &/(‘_‘ ﬂv % . o

.&1 l . 1/“ |
LB s 57 __— Y
s ‘k’“” 1 ’,' . % %4 — .
. o, Rl / B S e \ ;
o LR N \k .

~ & §r1e<_‘<z -

L ea -

ﬁEVENUE _DEPARTMENT.
Lodw.
~
& Lo 'y N 0N
eoard o gcbenug,
MADRA.

/'(\ -~ -

d J LL(’Jav.
L. C .

L
[ ] }g\"/ M
J -
Yooy “\‘:)
L x' L
\ s

Pnnted August th

(jL{\ 4{1'(
I

Proceedings, 11th Aug. 1886, No. 1798-A.
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Submitting to Government for orders, Vg‘th
remarks, letter from the President, Boart 2
Examiners, bringing to notice the neylec
vernaculars by junior cirilians, and reoommenof
ing the revival of the old system of dmpo:«n(xllgthe
vernacular papers under which they ha e
papers read out to them and then passed 0
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