RO I—Tr000g-8

(1) Number of prges ‘ ra—

Lty

(2) Date of repﬁir—-}#{i—#f‘ S ol

'3) Initials of the Refercncer ‘

-

= (,,,{;ﬁ;;;f A

e
) .
P

- MADRAS RECORD OFFICE.

Madras,

]




Py

* a commercial enterprise I

. be brought within reach

- one that entailed heavy expenditure,
* $o.incur on philanthropie gr

(]

PV
PR T akatateana

R AP IIPA

. l‘ ‘ ‘ . '

15TH JUNE 1886,‘ No. 488, RevENUE.

i e IS PN P TSN PRI PN IS o e e

A A S

GOVERNMENT OF MADRAS.

REVENUE DEPARTMENT. "
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Reap—the following letter from P. MACFADYEN, Fsq., Chairman, Chamber of
?é)ggmerce,_Madras, to the Chief Secretary to Government, dated 4th February

I have the honor to inform you that the aitention of the Chamber of Commerce

has receptly been directed to the extension of the number of trees in the Government
Cinchona Plantations near Ootacamund. According to the Administration Report it
appears that that sumber advanced from 1,122,766 to 1,620,744, or by about 45 per

cent. in the year ended 31st March 1885, and the Chamber has reason to suppose that

in the current year the work of planting fresh trees over and above the replacement of
those that die or are felled has not been irtermitted. T am therefore desired to

submit, on the Chamber’s behalf, that such extension seems opposed to the spirit in
which the plantations were set on foot as well &s to the spirit of the Government of
India’s policy of encouraging private enterprise. -

9. The Chamber has no reason to suppose‘that
i view to the creatior, for

the plantations were established as
the exclusive benefit of the trea-
The scourge of fever had,

sury, of a lucrative industry hitherto unknow? in India.
ice of the Government the

from time to time, brought very forcibly t¢ the mnoti

suffering and loss that we
of all classes. The experiment of obtaining the cinchona

lant in its native habitat, of transferring it to, and of acclimatising it in, India was
which it vas vain to.expect private individuals

ounds. Tt came, however, Jegitim
ing a fair trial, under competent scientific

" of the State to expend public money in giv
ion of a plant that offered a defence against the

- State to patiently wait for a return on the la

tree flourishes in India, and there has been no seluctance on

_ment now possesses in the planta

directions, to the experimental cultivation o
most fertile of all the causes that contribute to the mortuary returns. The Govern-
ment, therefore, took a broad view of its duty in this matter, and it succeeded beyond

its most sanguine expectations in its benevolat scheme. It was possible for the
rge investment that it made in the culti-

vation of the exotic. That return eventually ame, and not only was the surplus of

revenue over expenditure from 1860-61 to 1834-85 Rs. 5,51,743, but the Govern-
tions an estie that would realise a large sum of

mouey were it offored for sale to-morrow. Tius the enterprise has not only been

successful as proving incontestably the su: _
chona, but it has yiclded

wellas of other hill ranges in India—for the gowth of cin
0 o consistent or desirable for

" the State a handsome pecuniary profit. Dut it is no mor " r de
" the Government to make money by cultivating cinchona than by cultivhting coffee, -
ched the fact that the cinchona

rice, indigo or cotton. The Government has stabli ; nchon
' the part of private indivi-
which was made by the

duals to avail themselves of the offer of seed :t low prices
t the only grower of the tree, but

Government. No longer, therefore, is the Govenmen / 8!
to achieve thie object that the

| private plantations are assisting to cheapen the drug, oT

- Government had originally in view. But priva
" terms with the Government, which has ths conmand

* ghareholders. .

Ay

* -g§ pumerous.

1o enterprise cannot compete on equal
of the 'public purse, and is free
d’étre of the Gtovernment Planta-

to sell at a loss when it cares to do so. The rason _ men
re bing extended with an assiduity worthy .

tions exists no longer, yet the plantations a ( ¢ 1t
of a very opulent Joint Stock Company ambitbus of paymng handsome dividends to
In 1877-78 the number of plani was 569,031, and the net profit for

Rs. 2,88,980. Now, as has been shown above, the plants are three times

the year was ;i \ h
The Chamber fails to comprelnd the aim of such extension, and I

i

ro due to the want inthis country of a febrifuge that could .

ately within the province -

unitabilty of the climate of the Nilgiris—as .
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am therefore to sﬁbmit that in the Chamber’

‘ 8 jude o o« . -
ment to reassure planters by announcing that E}i;’ wment it is time for the Govern A\

State i
, 80 far from Ancreasing the

from the ficld i

} , permit the usual operation w

| : . s of

confine its own attention to the introduetion anflheaclcaiima’ci i
sation

el i
nchona for the guidance and encouragement of thoge

of the plant, of new varieties of

.who “g}lgage in"the production

\
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 Reas—letter from M, A. LAWSO, Eeq, o >
.. Department, dated 19éh Apri i8806. ° Secrgtary o Government

. u mlttln a i a i I. sSe
h g I‘epOrt l"egzl'dlrlg t]l lacrease in

ol . ort r ‘
plants flqm ‘1875 to 1885, and explaining thut no new land has beena;}ll:ngnémbgﬁ of cinchona
o | ‘  Deer ‘ed with cinchonas,
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Miscellaneous. In the letfer read 5b ol -
. ove the Chairms
of the Chamber of Commerce stateg tz;rﬁig

attention of the Chamber hag recently been

tions Wh’li‘%}:a %dﬁ'qnced from 1,122,766 0 1 tﬁr‘)e(ejs,;/inllt};g (iovernment g g Hanta-
1885, The C 02:11?1013:1 Vfr};gx}c oprocequ tonotice that the o‘:jest ﬁi}i ;ﬁéﬁifeleit I;Iarch
;gi(i}gvgftilils clg§ses, but he urges that private growers of cinch it o
- Iohger exgstiect,ﬂid gﬁgt the raisond’étre of the Governn(;ent lantati
1o longer enterl'\rise o C1 t;u'mam states that he is accordingly difec?egtmns i
10t compete onequal terms with the Governnfgn?brln'ltlf];]at’
1 which has

the co : free to sell
1t 18 time for the Government {o reassire planters 1?; :nif:;nzvixlllinthlttcfg essto dg so,
g that the State will

gradually retire from the field and i
pernit the usual operations
UL of the law of gy
Pply

» therefore,

and demand.

2. As regards the extension of the
that the increa .1 on of the number of trees, it w: .
it tho incrcaso which is coused almt, entirly by emoyals gy ool 0 bserss
added to the P1 1;);8& ot ome or two piecs of land of nconsid 8 1}? apparent only ; for,
fire was to b plarftations for the purposs of rounding off the et . le area which were
0 be feared, no new land has peen plantg -, 116 estates where danger from

the ostensible increaze is that when plats. are s (i) 1::;1 recent years, The reason of

paratively short distances a ' down th ‘

_ ‘ part for the pu A ey are placed at com-

. 800N 88 the purpose of aff )

extent‘.s fiﬁ’g’rllig% 1})3201;12 tﬁg’mgf establshed, they are tohriilllllgd ntl(l)l tauirlers;leltel‘;_ dbutb?s

usually at intery ! e Governnent plantations the pl; [ consicerablo

cach tx)'ree | i;ntgr\f zi}st sz'g feet, but are ifterwards ’chinnede f&%ni:zsltﬁrfhﬁrbt plated out

maturity, y ¢y oub of ever; nine trees Planted only OneeisSIiz;te tl())e;‘t‘;;e?n
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3. Turning now to the question of the suggested retirement of the Government
from the cinchona enterprise, His Excellency the Governor in Council cannot admit
that the rasson d’étre of these plantations no longer exists. It is true that the price of
sulphate of quinine has, of late years, fallen considerably, but it is still so high as to be
probibitive to a very large majority of the natives of this presidency.. The desired
febrifuge must be sought, therefore, in some cheaper preparation of cinchona ark
than sulphate of quinine, and although the extract recently prepared by Mr. Hooper
has met with some measure of success, this problem must be regarded as one that has

not yet been fully solved. - _ o :
4. Nor can it be admitted that the plantations have yet completely served the second
of the purposes for which they were established, viz., the conduct of experiments and
investigations in connection with the culture of cinchona. Many most valuable
results have already been obtained, but in a report made to this Government in 1883,
Dr. Trimen, one of the greatest living authorities on.the subject, pointed out that
there are many questions of the greatest importance to cultivators of cinchona still |
pressing for solution. As examples of these, he mentioned the causes of the difference

in proportion and quantities of the alkaloids in barks from trees of identical b(_)tanical
type, the testing of the results which Mr. Broughton obtained from experimental
in renewed bark, and, lastly, the

manuring, the cause of the increase of alkaloids ir ; ¢
influence of age on the alkaloids. These 'investigations, Dr. Trimen considers, can
ablishment, as the work must be performed

be spread over many years.
cil cannot admif the correctness of
he connection of the Government

by a resident analyst and must, of necessity,

5. Lastly, His Excellency the Governor in Coun:

the argument, implied rather than expressed, that t L
with ¢inchona planting has interfered with the usual operation of the law of supply and

demand. It might be sufficient to reply to this that the outturn of the Government
plantations is so trifling when ‘compared with the total quantity of cinchona bark

placed on the market, that prices would not be perceptibly inﬁp_enced even if the
As a matter of fact, however, it has always been

sold by public auction, and ghe prices realised have been those ruling in the market at

the time of sale. o ‘
: (True Extract.)

- . (Signed)  J. F.PRICE,
’ ’ Ag. Secretary to Government.

i

+ To the Chsirman, Chamber of Commerce, Madras. oo
,, the Government Botanist and Director, Cinchona Plantations.
,, the Board of Revenue,. . : ‘
"y, the Editors’ Table,

s - z
Exd. W. H. French. . o

70 Copies. o S ; ‘ : -
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" tion of the Indian Government 1o continue permanently 3
. trade, the time for withdrawing from it has been deferred during

-

The Goverhment and the Cinchona Bark Trade.—Mr. L.~

M*IVER asked the Under-Secretary of State for India whether during

{ the last two years the Government cinchona plantations on the Neil-

gherry hulls had been exteaded by nearly half a million trees ; wacther

1t was true that a large amount of private capital had been invested in

cinchona cultivation on the Neilgherry hills ; whether, with rega 1to
the statement contained in the despatch, April 4, 1871, of the Secre-
tary of State for India, It should be clearly understood that the
Government have no intention of embarking permanently in the bark

trade. In sending their cinchona bark to the London market, one |

object is certainly to repay the cost of introduction and experimental |

cultivation of the plants; but the principal intention of the Govern=
ment in sanctioning this measure is to act as a pioneer in establishing
the reputation of the Indian-grown barks and not to injure the prospects
of private planters, whose success would give the Government very

eat satisfaction ‘,“’"wht:lhcl; it was true that the. Government of India

SMce that time had continued and extended their investments in that
Tanch of commerce; and whether it was the intention of the Indian
overnment to continue in competition with private enterprise.

SIR U. KAV-SHUTTLEWORTIE : I can answer my hon. friend’s first
three questions in the affirmative, only zeminding him that the Duke
of Argyll, in a despatch to the Government of Madras of the same
date as that which he quotes, wrote : —* It is clearly necvssary that
the Government should retain the plantations in their owa hands for
the present. The time has not, therefore, arrived for finally deciding
upon the question of their retention or eventual sale. ¥ As at present
informed, however, I incline to the opinion that a portion of '..he
plantations, with the manufactory, should remain permanently under

Government superintendence.”> Though it has never been the inten-
in the bark

scientific investigations on the subject of the prodyction of & cheap
febrifuge. . cwmom ,A,‘j]"{‘y
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