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‘: . Read—the following letter from'J. F. PRICE, Esq., Collector of Chingieput, to'. the.

I have the honor to submit the report catled for in the Procecdings of the Board of - )

_ TRevenue, Revenue Department, Mis. No. 2225, dated 10th March 1884, and to express
_ my regret that it has been so long in hand. - I, however, was away for six months on

. o 3 I 6 . . . - .
furlough, inquiries had to be made all over India, replics to these were not received

in full until after I rejoined, and, as the Beard . are aware, I'have, since I resumed

charge, had my hands pretty full with matters connected with the breaching of the

Red 1lills tank and kindred disasters., S
2, My first steps, on receiving the Proceedings ander reply, were to apply to

" Dr. Bidie, the Curator of the Government Mascum, for such information as he could

give me regarding the places where muslins were manufactured, and to send to the

. Tahsildar of Ponnért a seriqs of _ questions directing him to forward the answers after
careful local and personal inquiry. I thought this course one preferable to sending
- for and interrogating the weavers themselves, as my d

<" minds apprehensions that I contemplated subjecting them to a special tax or some-
" thing of the sort. S : ‘

oing so might put into their

3. Acting under Dr. 3idie’s suggestions, I then wrote to the Secretary tothe

Government of India in the Revenuc and Agricultural Department, and asked fora .
list of all places in India where muslins were manufactured. On receipt of this, I

- copy of the questions put to the Tahsildar of Ponnéri, and requesting the
" sume information as was sought from my Tahsildar. T also wrote separa
Collectors of all districts in’ this Presidency in which I h

addressed the head of each district or State ‘mentioned, enclosing, at the same time, &
favor of the

tely to the

. muslins were manufactured. : :
4. The result is that muslins of any value are now manufactured in only three
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{ places in India. These are, Arani in this dstri
' the Bengal Presidency; from clsowhere the general reply-h
1ot manufactured-at all.  Iere and there muslins of small size,
d to be turned out.’ The Deputy Commissioner of Bandara
uch as that noticed in :
d out, and the finest yarns now used are |
The opening of the rail-
of the 1868-69 famine and -
most of the thread-spinners to:
ave spoiled the |
-tolv fine thread, used for native :

4

¢

inferior quality, are sal
in his letter to me states: The art of spinning fine thread, s
Chanda before the sottlement in 1863, hasde
all machine-umde,.and pone of them are muslin numbers.
way and introduction of Eurcpe goods with the coincidence
a brisk demand for cotton from the Berars drew away
the Derars.” It is, 1 think, highly probable that the English yarns h
native cotton spinner’s trade, that spinning the exquimtely
muslins, has thus died out, an
manufactured, received by me from so many of the p
by the Secretary in the Agricultural Department o
being those where muslins of superior quality were procurable. : ‘
5. T enclose, as regards Arani, Chicacole and Dacca, a statement showing the
1 have becn gble to do, cosb and

replics to the questions asked ; this compares, a8 far as
wrices with profit thereon. It is, of course, exceedingly likely that the weavers have

overstated cost and understated profits,
three different places, ve

R Y
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ad reason to believe that

ict, Chicacole in Ganjam and Dacca in ::
as been that muslins are ;:
low price and evidently :

d that this has led to the reply that no muslins are ;. :
laces shown in the list * furnished - i

f the Gavernment f Indiaas :

i

but still it scems, looking at what is said, in
ry far apart: from one another, that the weavers do not make

-
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an exorbitant profit, and that they could hardl_‘y scll at prices lower than they do. Tt

.must be remembered that the profit set down has not to be divided, but is that of the

Master weaver alone. I (o not feel myself in a position to criticise information coming
from other people, but, as regards What is state by my Talsildar, the replies are very
approximately the same as those which I obtained to questions asked by me personally,
and at Arani itself long before the preseat inquiry originated, The items put down
if:));‘ Iélltlz.achuig seem rflther oxt'ra.wagant, "espoci:flly when compared with what is shown

Icacole and Dacca muslins. I can hardly believe that the profit on a muslin

priced at Rs, 50 ig only 8 annas, or that the cost of weaving a Dacea muslin of the first”

class is Rs. 120 or thereabouts, The main comparison Tios between the Arani and
Dacca muslins ; those made at Chicacole are smaller and cheaper and cannot be taken
In the same class as the others, Making allowance for the difference in size between
the two, the price of the thread, for the first sort of the former, is about 25 rupees more
than that for the latter. The cost of maaufucture is, howovcr’, much increased,. in the

case of the Dacca muslins, by the fact that it takey two men the apparcnily incre-

() btl;e period of fwo<years to weave one muslin, and tle final fizures as to comparative
cost are, 1t would scem to me, not very far apart,

6. If the statements as to profit are to be accepted, that on a first-class Arani
muslin is 5 per cent. and that on the sane class at Daeeg 11 per cent.; bkut it is to bo
observed that in the latter case the master has to wait for twe y(‘ars',and really gots
only 63 per cent. per annum, whilst in the former ho would obtain his return ‘in}sn?ne-
tlhuzg about three months.  The profit ona first-class Chicacolo muslin is nearly 5 por
zsgn.,d sgl)tlléat'tﬂ'mre 18 no very great difference hotwoeon all three, Granting it to bo

ver » 1618 not very much to make Upon what is undoubtedly g special and ver
limiteq manufacture, : : v y

Rl .

Resolution—dated 25th Febru'z.lry-ISSS, No. 631,

Submitted to Government,

2. The manufacture of the finer degepips usl
% O ) 1 COSCriptions of muslin is ann.
three places in India~—Arani in Chingleput district, Dacen lixrl1 lfzfg«{):lr;rﬁgycolﬁ?‘?&‘ig ltg
- b( L3 %

the Ganjam distriet—but any comparison of cogt which it may be feasible to insti-

tute is confined to the musling of the two f
' ormer place ¢
the Chicacole looms being comparatively of coafr:(g'l (lltitl.:lgymanufacturo, the produce of

3. From the detailed statement appe r
the cost of Arani muslip varies from ;{:pg(on ;1(:\ (} :10 QH(;?) gﬁleﬁl ¥ é‘fgf‘r, ],t appears that
c_oic;t of that woven at Dacea runs from Ry, 150 to R, 275 Ser ‘ei(::ce fx (;1()’6 3 o
(812( ir;f%()tiﬁde;tfzordlﬁmry ﬁnen_ess of the bcs§ descriptions of Ig)ac & ?nn%linx tlgle BS::I(I-
the sepet ot al(idpuce exorb1tapt, though it is Yery possiblo that ufe c:)st price of
over-estimat s and ctcfarso%- musling of Daceg may have been exagoerated owing to
10 yards of the'fair;-]lirl?: ;gg;llllll"(;tl‘:%i‘(\"ﬁzlrvcl”the'n:. t}(}ranting t!mththe productioﬁ o
year’s labor of two weavers, the same ‘cannot 1 s'I;)n?asof tlﬁglizilzirz(‘?ggwlm?; r(;gfl(;il;f(:
[ g g ¢ ’

the caleulation of cost 1 vitiated by the imccuracy of the chiof factor therem “ labor.”

4. The Arani esti i
. stimate is much more reyg
: . usonable, and tlepa
its a ; otnoc ‘oo » SIA there 13 no reason to doubt
ﬁgpromm’tte correctness, nor for hesitution to accept the Collector’s vi that the
Profits are moderate, aboyt 5 per cent, T8 view that the

-
9. The weavers ar ative elaac .
cavers are g conscrvative class, byt there is no reason to suppose them

indifferent to their own 1
. ' Interests, and they wi 4 : }
on their own manufactureg, ’ ¥ are the best ] “‘13(‘-3 of what prices to fix
. @ s '

(A true Copy and Extruc:t.)

(Sigued) 1".;\1‘A<:(.‘.An'rn:,
. . ~ Acting Sub-Scerctary.
To t-hp Sccrotary to Gover;ment, Revenue Depariment ) |
with a statement in original to he re
Copy to the Collector of Chingh‘puL. el

o

Miscellanequs.

_the finest Arani renders it impéSsible to co

their prices. . It does not, however, scem lik
advantage. , ,
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" To the Board of Revenue, with original stateme

OrpEr—dated 14th March 1885, No. ‘314, Re%’@ue.

o ~ (True Extla(‘t)
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. - Recorded. It is observed that the
_absence of any ‘means- of comparing the
‘texture of the finest Dacca muslin with
mpare the value of two descriptions with
ely that any further inquiries will prove of

ILE STOKES,

» the Director of Revenue Settlement and Agriculure.
»» the Superintendent, Government Central Muser®-

»» the Committee for the London Exhibition of 18.6
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