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" Reip—the following Proceedings of the Board of Revenue, dated 10th March 1885,
: No 805 :—

Read—the following letter from L. R. BURROWS, Esq., Colléctor of Nilgiris, to
the Dircctor of Revenue Settlement and Agriculture, dated Ootacamund, 5th
December 1884, No, 3147 :— - :

Th forwarding the final report of the Special Assistant Collector on the results of

f" the Revenue Settlement of the Nilgiri portion of this district, ordered in G.O., No.

- 1345, dated 16th October 1880, I have much pleasure in bearing my testimony to the
thorough and judicious manner in which this difficult task has been accomplished by - /
Mr. Benson.. :

. .° 2. The financial results of the settlement, though eminently satisfactory, are
unimportant compared with the introduction of order into the chaotic state of thin gs
which prevailed prior to 1881, when the settlement was commenced. In correcting
the abuses, which had then become scandalous, as regards the appropriation of State
lands by private persons, and in asserting the rights of the State wherever and by
whomsoever they had been invaded, Mr. Benson has had an arduous and disagreeahle
task. DBut although he has done it in a manner which, I think, is entitled to be
viewed with satisfaction by Government, .he his shown such great tact and patience
that he still remains thoroughly popular with all elasses of the community, . N

e 3. Mr. Benson’s report is a valuable and interesting account of the land revenue

. - system of the Nilgiris from the early part of the contury down to the present time,
and I presume it will be printed with the final orders passed on it by Government,
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Encrostre No. 1.

< L. S. BENSON, Esq., Special Assistant Collt‘antor, in charge, to the Director of Re
From Settlement and Agx,'ioulture (through the Cellector of the Nilgiris), dated Ootaca:l?n?,
90th November 18384, No. 573-237. ’,

The revenue settlement of this. district, ordered in G.O,, No. 1345, dated 16th Octob
1840, h:ving now been completed, I have the honor to submit a brief l‘ePOrt’ on its rosults, ctober

9. The scope of my operations extended to the whole of the Nilgiri District, with the excep- ,
3 t Operations. tion of the O?Chterlony V&Hey and South-FEast ) .
Beope of Settloment O . Wynaad, which were transferred from Malabar :
to the Niflgiris in 1873 and 1877, rﬁﬁp?ctl"e% 7y and the land tenures of which differ i fozo from
those of the other-parts of the district. The portions to be settled were, therefore, the four
ancient divisions (or, as they were sometimes called, villages or néds) known ag—

Merkundd, with the slopes below Manaar transferred from Coimbatore by G, X : {

M 102, dated 12th January 1877, ' y @.0., No. |
(2) Parangindd. ) - ,

(3) Kundahndd, with the tract known as Kinnakorai transferred from Malabar by G.0., - , |

No. 19, dated 5th January 1881. o

(4) Todandd, with the Sigtr plains as far as the Moyar river, which forms the district I

boundary on the Mysore side. . 2 !

The area of this tract is 43356201 acres, B

1

¥

»

)

" Area. " or 677'44 square miles.

Siatements attached to the Report. "4, The _'four statements- attached to. this
: report contain statistics of the more important N
facts ascertained at settlement. These statements ars :— i

Statement I—Showing, by villages and nids (divisions), the area of the settled portion of :
the Nilgiri District, together with the sccupied area and the assessment of the same, |
according to the revenue accounts, (1) immediately prior to survey and settlement, . |
and (2) immediately subsequent to survey and settlement, together with the area ;

) :

and assessment of lands granted at sct:lement.
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, from Rs. 15,425 to

* cant for land to be successful, it wag eubordinate » o, Glivials,  If they did not wish an HIT]P
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. Statement I1.—8howing the area :)f land held under each rate of assessment in the settled
portion of the Nilgiri Distriot or on free-hold tenire,
Statement 111.-—Showing, by villages and nids (divisions), certain statistics of population,

cultivation, &e., in the settled portion of the N ilgiri District acoording to the settle-
ment accounts.

Statement 1 V.-—Shbwing, by villagos and ndds (divisions),
scttlement as available for sele, reserved for various

6. In order to understand the objects of the sottlelent and

the area of lands registered at
public purioses, &e.

. the results achieved thereby, it
18 necessary, before examining the above state-
: : ‘g . ments, to give a brief résumé of the former
revenue history 6f the district. The subjeot has been so ably and exhaugtively dealt with by

Mr. H. B. Grigg in his Manual of the District, that I need not do more than notice those promi-
nent features which influenced, or which explain, the conditio

immediately prior to settlement.

Résumé of Revenue System of N ilgiris.

6-‘Wh9’1, the Nilgiri Hills were ceded by the Mysore to the British Government, they
+ McLeod’s Settlement, 1800-01. formed part of the Dévanaiken Kéta Talnk of

. N . ) orth Coimbatore, and the revenue system
which prevailed in the cultivated portions wag similar to that which existed, and still exists,

in Coimbatore. This district was, therefore, included in Ma;or McLeod’s settlement of 1799,
the object of which was to remedy the evils whigh resulted from Tippu’s excessive asscssments
in the .Cmmbatorg Dlstnct.. T.he lands were nominally measured and assossod with reforence
to their productive caﬁaelty 1n 1800-01, the result being that the total land revenue rose

8. 18,276.  Fifteen rates of assessment, varying from Rs. 1-2-5 to
Rs. 0-1-3 per acre, and all containing fractiony of an anna, were then in existence, and these rates
remained unchanged until 1862 on the lands held by the cultivating native tribes of tho distriot,
viz.,, the Badagas, Kotas, Irulas and Kurumbas, " A similar, though not identical, series of

rates prevailed, and still prevails, in the trict which extends from the foot of the hills on the
Sigtr side to the Moyar river. . :

7. Though the revenue system was that of Coimbatore, certain peculiar{ties, which existed
'Peculiar Incidents of the Hill Systera. toa s,llma'u extent in (ither parts of that diﬁitrlcté
. 1 i 08
cause the hill system to be regarded as distinet am}.) I;fx‘lrizl::a. Fo extensively on the hlls s to sl
These peculiarities were—

(a) The Bhurty (or shifting) systom of cultivu;ion.
(%) ".[:he Tyen grass (or fallow) privilege,
(¢) Lhe « Paracapitiu yari (or grazing) privilege,

8. The former existence and subsequent abolition of the « Bhurty ’

The Bhurty Priviloge, 9ultt1ivat1i€n are, pclsr]mns, the most important (fl&Cts

. . . . 1n the lievenue history of the district, and as

:ﬁgllll Iﬁeglt %‘fﬁﬁe(} n}?gfia. %‘he system appears to bave existed fmrﬁ the earliest ti,mes, and
Colle, for, reposte] .°r1186 ey Tippu, and formally abolished in 1862, so that Mr, Grant, the
system ; it is neserlzlludeé tthart! the system « hy geased and the peopls now rogard it as a by-gone
survey i tho bills, w0 evono:;inZEt 1t continued in almost undiminished operatiot until the recent

formerly admitted under it shadow.

9. Under the « Bhurty system, each cultivator held from Government a putta for the area

The  Bhurty " Bystern continued, of landb Whil(;h he ordinarily cultivated in t:ﬁ(;h

L g ., year; but the available land being wractic Yy
::t]grmvtig a;e(:'(x)nniltptzfieiowclﬂllt.thetdemapd for it and being of little value to Govormuglt.l the culti-
D i Pormit ot 1;) ;va. f & different plot each year, shifting from one place to another ab
claim, or lien, o tho % ;1 re almmg, by common eonsent and without payment, a_preforential
o, onlien, : plots d;)rmer ¥ cultivated }, him, and returning to them in rotation after two,
sidered necessay to accf N I}é{ tfo t.h.e nature of the snil and the period of fallow which was con-
aloored, mocoses ﬁayr edr:z 8ore 1S fertility, Thys, though the area In a man’s utta, and for which
rotaone was o lgts & lss?iment, mlgbt 6 only ten acres, he was in the }m{’)it of cultivating 1
Doy ious P e n t"Iz:g,g'regatmgt irty or forty ucres, or even more in poor and sparsely-
D ated trut t heLﬁ ll'dvveret 60 several plots defined or limited or even identified except by the
laga e of the § }? 8 entered in the Puta at the suggestion of the ryot or the caprice o the
% 1. Llere Was no demarcation of survey, and consequently, in pructice, tho dispossl

* (or shifting) system of

¢ y . . . ot t
® had a preforential clajm to the land]ﬁ{l;z,aet Up 88mo claimant in the locality to petition the

)
. the * Bhurly ” privil 1tl thus enabled

to defeat th . Jhurly = privilege, and they were .
the cousent gfo&lsc&:iinfx}xllz.apphmnt °r to compol him o buy off tﬁ“ir opjwsition or to purchase

n of the revenue system as it existed .
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10. The “Iyen grass,” or -fallow, privilege, was that under which the ryot was allowed to
8 retain in his possession a cerfain portion of his

The “Iyen ™ Gruss Privilege. . bolding as fallow at one-fourth of the appro-

. priate assessment. The oxtent so held was not to exceed one-fifth of his regular holding. ~ The

effoct of this privilege was still further to extend the arca of waste lend over which, at but little
cost, an individual or & community might make a claim in opposition to an applicant whose
proximity was not desired. :. A

11, The third incident peculiar to the revenue system of Coimbatore, and the effect of which
\ was similar tothe last, was known as the “ Parava-
; pillu vari,” or grazing, privilege, in accordance
with* which, extensive areas were often granted as pasture lands at one-fourth of the ordinary
assessment until required for cultivation. .

12. The evils of these various privileges were scarcely felt during the first thirty or forty

L Years after our advent to the district, but with
Evils of these Privileges. the gradual inerease of population and the strong

"The  Paravapillu Vari” Privilego.

demand for land l;y European coffee-planters which set in about 1860, it became impossible any .

* longer to continue privileges so opposed to the development of the district and so economically

unsound,

18. In 1862, after much discussion, Governmect determined that the ¢ Bhurty,” or shifting

TEo Bhurty System abolished, 1362 system of cultivation, should be abolished on the
, 1862,

. principle Frevaﬂing in the plains that the ryot
must pay assessment for all the land heis entitled to cultivats. The native cultivators were

+ accordingly informed of this decision; and were required to select, once for all, such of the lands

over which they claimed the “ Bhurty ” privilege as they wished permanently to retain. These
lands were measured and, in many cases, roughly demarcated and fresh puttas embodying the
results were issued. To compensate the ryots for the loss of the privilege, the fifteen fractional

rates which had previously existed were reduced to five simple rates as follows :—

- AS.
(1) For assessments above 13 annas e e e el 10
(2) Do. ' below 13 ,, butalove 9 annas ... .. 8
3)°  ° Do. »” 9 ” 6 aee .o e B
(4) ‘ DO- Py 6 ” . Y] ) 4 ”» ' e ess ess 4
(5) DO. ” 4 T 7 e “oa “se L ; ses 2

The reduction thus granted amounted on the average to about 25 per cent. of the assessment,
and, together with the new markets for the labcn: and products of the district then opened up by the
impulsg given to the planting enterprise, reconciled the ryots to the loss, or supposed loss, of their

ancient and dearly-loved privilege ; so that in 1864, Mr. Grant, the Collector, was able to report; -

that the change had been successfully introduced and that the former system wag regarded ag dead
and gone and was now not even alluded to by the people.

14. But such a statement was hardly in accerdance with .the facts.  “The Hindu is not

: wont thus readily to abandon his privileges and
s+ the institutions of his ancestors, He said ¢ yes,’
but went on ploughing and planting as h_”“'et‘ofom, until an accurate survey revealed the true
position. In fact, each year hasthe area of cultivation and permanent occupation been extending
with the growth in numbers of the Hill tribes, the increase of wealth among them, and the great

But cnly in name.

" extousion of plantations.” —Grigg’s Manual of the Nilyiri District, page 321.

The * Bhurty” system had, indeed, been ebolished by order of Government and the Secretary

* of State. It had cedsed to exist as an officially-recogrized institution or privilege, Very likely the

ryots mever alluded to it. Why should they ? But they quietly practised it as much as ever,
Their putta lands were not defined. 'L'he village headmen were among those most interested
in corniving at, and maintaining, the condemned practices. Three Revenue Inspectors and as
many Curnams (Accountants) comprised the whole staff of subordinate Revenue officials in the
district, and they could nnt have effectually enforced the orders of Goverpment, even had the
desired to do so. The higher officials seem, like Mr, Grant, to have been 1gnorant that the dead
system was still alive and flourishing, 8o no pressurs from above was put upon the subordinates
to enforce its abrogation, while many inducements from beneath were offered to tacitly permit
its continued existence. Natarally the ryots were satisfied. They had, in fact, lost nothing of
their privileges. -They had gained by a large reduction in the rates of assessment,

15, Conm;rrently with the so-called abolition of the ¢ Bhurty” system in Merkandd, Todandd

) X . and Paranginid, "Mr. Grant abolished the
Erkiidu Rothukdu System of Kunduhs abolished W62 peouliar system in vogue up to that time in
Kundahnéd which had been traneferred from Malabar to the Nilgiris in 1860. This system wag

known as * Erkddu Kothukdcu.” TUndor it a tax of Re. 1 or Iis. 1-8-0 was levied for the right
to use a plough or “ Er, " and a tax of from 4 to 8 annas was levied for the right to use a hoe
or “ Kothu.” The so-called putta issqed to the ryst under this system was really no more than
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a license to use one or more ploughs or } Y : ified the amount
' Rhi8 or hoes, as the case might be. It merely specified tho .

payable for euc’h tnstrument, but in no casox; wero the extoﬁt or position of the lands to b? c}d t-

vated stated. The ryot used his implements whenever and whorever he pleased.  No rostrictions,

:‘_’ﬂ‘ on the felling of fogosts, were imposod, so that the hill-sides and valloys wore cleared b

Solitary forest trecs still stand in {he oultivatod fiolils to show whore extensive woodlands once

Excopt in Kinnakorai Village, existed. The system was abolished in 1862-63,

' : . and in its place” was sot up the systera suppose
to have been newly established in the rest of the distriot ; bl;xtu on tl?(? ] gum}ahS, ug elsewhere, tho

“ Bhurty” system continued in full vigo i i il, in fact, it8
: ¢ gour long after its supposed abrogation; uutil, in Tach

cotlﬁrol was rendered possible by the recent demarcation an(Iilsur\’ey otg lmldi'ngs. During the

scttement I found this Erkddu Kothukddnu system still in force in the flourishing Badaga village

of Kinnakorai with some fifty |, i ‘ imes
. Y houses, transfu 8L So long, st times
does it take for our reforms to reach the’ mox‘esr;gi%e {rr(;g:s %I&Iubm' 18 1‘ - ¥

16, Beforo referring to the operations of the Survey I)o['mrtment, it will he convenient to

The Todas. gluni)le lalt the Ioth(cir tenurcs 'lu}ndoi" V:’ihl('hui“’t‘]‘lg
s e, ‘ are held in the district, >.The Todas, as th
"%‘ft;(ﬂmelit lnlhabltants, frst claim our notice. "T'he carlicst settlers, and notably Mr. b””’:
bUt’&n(l).;){]‘egr );c?( V;)CS;tG(*ld bthe cluim of ‘the Lodas to the absolute proprietary right to the I’I”te':;’ !
regarded th '1503’ ed by Mr. Lushington, as strongly combated these views, and, apparen t}}Yé
)I%Bidenc ® ]*‘0 35 a8 merely occuplers under the ryotwari system in force om:rn]l.)' m 0
an Offerinz. :OI{)I the earliest ’tuum’s the Todus have received from the cultivating B“dl“g
taken up ¢ otll‘1 11'1 ute, called * Gudu,” or busket of grain, partly in compensution for the zms
o oﬂ‘erli)n yto @ latter for cultivation and so rendored unfit for grazing purposes, but S]neﬂybﬂs
of the jung o Zec“rli’ lt}xe favor, or avert the displeasure, of the T'odas, who, like the Kurumbs
that of the%ril r(«la eyl?ged by the Badagas to have necromantic powers over their healths (111!;0
this day Gove ;i‘ 8. . e Europeun settlers also bought land in Ootacamund from them, an oo
With the enigvm s FoYS them the sum of 28, 150 per annum, as compensation for interfer en
Joyment of thejp pastoral rights in and about Uotacamund,  Their position 1“’“1'
dispute until i was finally 1nid down in the despatch of the (JO.'"”
: . t%t was tihen decided that the Todas possessed nﬂtlg”;
smal] tg a enjoy the yprivilege of pasturing their herds, on panyment 01
by settlexr; 0;:1 ?ﬁzbég.te lands, The. Cowrt desired that thEy shoulﬁ be secured from intel:iervu«t.e
réligious righty AJ(?ym_ont of their munds (or village-sites) and of their spots a wpmll»rmted g
g 8- OLO"dmng Puttas were issued granting to each mund three {:ullu 18 (”'?
mundrz) (J:unt obtained permission to mnke a frosh allotment of nine bulla 1::
only and that no right to i the ewaress condition that the land should be used for fmsturﬂg
od or thy wood on it should be thereby conveyed. tho
oda community ayq unaut} 8 lands are now regarded as the inalienable common proprerty of th
ment—@.0,, Ny, 3 \Orised alivnation is checkod b the imposition of a penal rate of nssoss-
3 97, dated 18th 4 ol 188: Y Pos: I « alienntions
Y sale or lease ware of fro Prie 1882, Up to the dato of this order, Liowover, alient 1
subordinate sta [y will be ql,w"t ooeurrence. Tt yemaing to be seen whether the present orders sI
to. ,, more adequate tlay those that went before to theck the pructices referre

17. We shall ; .
. - BOw consider the tenures of lunds held by Turopean and other imnngmnts;
. , 4048 beld by fmmiyranty, The first Furopeau sottlers bought lunds,s
In 1828, Governmont Tequired th, has been already noticod, from the Todns, bu
°m to take out leases from GGovernment and imposod un aasesss
zllll aen cawnie (1-32 acres) of “land thus leased. L&“'g
ds, even tloge hel ( .lmg(,s: This high rate of assessment was he ‘
Teultural purposes, in the uplands of Todau (n
S C{?snve aod likely to chock the exteusion of Culuvﬂtwd;
. Suggestion, reduced the rates on cultivated lan
Bgecml double rateg op coltivated | 81 equality ~ with, those paid by the Dudagas, but imposet
that the land wag exceptional]y ands takeg up by immigrants in Qotacamund, on the groun
imi ithi 3 J m:!l.l and that 5 ?00d mn%kct for pr:)duce wun,oloﬂo .“t hn?“;
h sam Tates provailcd are thoso now known as the limits of ‘t::s
should be reduced to Ry, 5-4-0 for th ST it wag determined that the assexsment on housc-51
chargod ot Rg, 1-2-4 per cawnje ) first cawnig only of the area occupied, the remainder being
it did no (]): 1842, an elaborate manual OfI rules for the diﬂl’“»sal.(:.
; . Provided for ¢}, o itto fore until 1849 gn the completion of Mr. Ouc (
Dinety-nine Years’ leages for build; © grant of thirty, years’ loases for agricultural purposes oL
b geing renewablo e:'ory thirty-thren years.

t may be ,
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not identical conditions. Some modifications were introduced in 1858, and in the follpwing
year the redemption of the lund-tax was authorized at twenty years’ purchase, subsequently
raised to 25 years’ purchase. - . i ‘
18, The alolition of the “ Bhurty ” system, which ha.s1 been already noticed,lwas the
. necessary preliminary to any general system
Waste Land Rules of 1863. of aueti(')y;) Ea,les of lan{l such u{x t%le Govergment
had for some time been desirous of introducing. So long as large and indefinite olaims
under the “ Blurty” system could be brought forward and supported by the kinsfolk and
friends of the claimants, who were usually the ouly witnesses that could be examined as to the
validity of the claims, it was practically impossible for applicauts to obtain land from Gov~
ernment. On its abolition, therefore, the Waste Land Rules of 1863, which had long been
under discussion, were finally adopted, and an Act (No. 23 of 1863) was passed to facilitate the
disposal of claims made to lands about to be sold under the rules. The main provisions of these
rules were that land was to be demarcated and surveyed on being applied for and was then to Le

sold to the highest bidder subject to an upset price to cover the cost of survey and subject ulso .

to an annual assessment of Rs. 2 per acre of forest and Rupee 1 per acre of grass land. The

" assessment on grass lands was reduced to 8 annas per acre by order of Government in 1871,

and, from time to time, considerable relaxations have been made by exempting land from
agsessment for some years after its purchase,

19. It is to be noticed that neither the Waste Land Rules, nor the simrle rates introduced
by Mr. Grant in 1862, have ever been applied

. to the Settlement village of Musinigudi, that is,
to the tract of country lying between the foot of the Hills on the Sighr side. and the Moyur
river. Lands there are still obtained under the “durkhast” (simple application) system preva-
lent in the low country, and numerous rates of assessment, all containing fractions of an anna,
still prevail, unchanged since the beginning of the century. Thesurvey of all estates in this tract
was completed with the general survey of the district and the survey of all putta lands and the
revision of assessments thevein has recently been ordered.—G.0.; No. 986, dated 4th September

1884. \
20. When the Waste Land Rules were passed, it was decided that henceforth 1o lands should
be granted to any one, not even to the 1I;ll
tribei, except under those rules. Considerahle
, sold to European planters during the first three ycars after the rules were in force, but
:ﬁg;s vﬁ? . ‘i : populig‘ &ng the sales soon ff?ll qff. . Between 1867 and 1874, the sales never
exceeded 850 acres in any one year, and in 1868-69 they ouly amounted to 4 acres ! The district
was without an adequate staff of oflicials. Great delay ocourred in the survey and sale of land
applied for. When the sale took place, there was nething to prevent an outsider from coming in
and buying the land over the applicant’s head or bidding him' up to such a figure as effectually
dopleted his cash balance and lett him unsble to develope the estate. S_opletlmes this was done
through mero enmity, more often to Frevent new comers from obtaining land near existing
estates and thus reducing the supply of labor and manure; or in the hope that the purchaser
would be able to sell the land- (as he _often did) a few days after the auction to the disappointed
applicant, who would often, on consideration, think it better to pay an enhanced price rather
t!};an incur the delay, uncertainty and expense of making a fresh application,

21. Prior to 1870, blocks of land applied for under the Waste Land Rules, and roperties in
. ~and about the gettlements of otacamund,
- General Burvey began, 1878, Coonoor and Kétagiri, had been, from time to

time, surveyed,' but it was not until 1870 that a general survey of all lands wag ordered, including

The Siglir Tract exceptional.

Objection to Waste Land Rules,

"lands in the occupation of the Hill tribes. Uwiug‘to the want of village establishments, the
unhoalthinessof the district, the adventof famine (1876—78) and other causes, the survey proceeded -

1y and was not completed until about 1880, In its course it was found that, owing to the
?111(;?:3;6 in the numbers 1of the Hill tribes, mainly Badagas, the area actually under oultivgtion by
them had greatlyincreased siuce the puttas of 1862 had been given to them. Scarcely anacre of land
bhad been bought by them under the Waste Land Rules, but (as explained in paragraph 9), the
position of their putta lands were undefined and there was no one to check their acts. Conse-
quently, they had gone on increasing their cultivation at will a8 their numbers grew ; and they,
moreover, still practised the * Blurty” (or roving) system of their ancestors, which was nominally
abolished in 1862, but which really still flouriched without let or hindrance. The Survey officers
thus found the 1lLill men actually cultivating more land than was in their puttas and olaiming
still larger areas onthe ground thatthey had recently cultivated them and had a prescriptive

right to hold them.  There would, undoubtedly, have been extreme hardship in an order to-
' recognize the puttadar’s title only to the areas shown in their puttas; and, consequently, orders

were irsuod to treat the puttadars liberally. In fact, the operation which My, Grant thought he had
effected in 1862 was now again (or, perhaps, more accurately for the first time) to be carried out.

In practice, each man was allowed to take up whatever land he had at any time cultivated under"

the ¢ Dhurty ” system, and often, too, adjoining lz‘mds which had never been cultivated, but which
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might soon be useful either £ ton Sl > . in order
to avoid tho risks s g r for extension of cultivation or for sale to other persons; for, 1

and inconveni i ot} Jand Rules
planters had now begun to u;;i;"g; l:::iel’umble from applications under the Waste Land Rules,

as they required, and the more frequont]
land, which is the only kind suita%lenfo

22. It is true Badagas rarely had land in localities sujtable for coffoe-planters, but thf"
Malpractices at Burvey. there was nothing to fix the 1\?nmtxon.ofhfvl;’
k - lands shown in their puttas, No tne, in fact,
age‘:nt;lgoggslglznbexoept. tho owners and the men of fioip own villngor.)' It was cnsy to make
) gement by which they shouh}l all agree to say that tho land was in a oertulla.spgt
v *e¢ upon as suitable o - : The subordinate
official I r a coffeo or other plantation. The s
su:;(;liz;. of[nl:l(:;teltli tillie Revenue and Su{'"ey Departmonts were p(p)or and eusily open to per-
themselves, Littlq bynlli[:?ﬁ; :ﬁses’ they cither obtained, or intended to obtain, land in this wa{
nity info & regular pyste (i’ Practice, which had beguu in fear und trembling, grew w1th.1mI“11
of the Irulag g Kuy 91{)1 and ombraced large gareag in its operation. Owing to the existence
which had once beenncl;? *“ilo.f the jungle, it wg often, possible to find smail }mfclws of lan
appropriations, and it waargj 10 the midst of {he virgin forest, and this lont color to the mis-
growth and haq once boei cl“myfl 848y to assort that small, poor forest was, in reality, BL‘CO“d“r{
ard virgin forast) w cared.  Many thousands of acres of Government land (grass scru

ere thus elaimed g

to claim g couple of nd demarcated as [rivate propert y. It was not uncommon

hundreq
acres of forest or eyl aores o
. . crub unde 1alf-a-dozen
o distant villaga, era putts for 1

In § ) \ . the Hlulikul
nder a putta fop 1 bullagn(?'j.g%qﬁéo;;mumb(r 1,000, acres on the

. Yo subordinate Revenue and Survey officials, a8 already
noticed, and the pancity of superior (')mce’is'
this stato of affairs did not come prominently
n to come in and puttas were uneler ]ﬂ“'l’“m“on

Not noticeq until 1878,

to notice until the complete g
or the areas 45 ascertained |

ch notice having been taken of the excess lands

Mr. Barlow got info In that year, however, Colonel (loete an

embodied in 3.0, I\Il‘mﬂtion of th

. h » No. 79 I3 .
dealing with al] cagoq of ei,cdated oth April 1879, s order It

i : for
‘ vd down eor eneral rules
€88, and some f¢ n ecerrain g

24 The ’t o of W were sottled in acvordance with its bx‘inoiple&-
. Blate of ¢} ' )
¢ 0 Fevenue accounts glgg and of the village establishment required revi-

el oo Statqdo:dthe Revonue Accounts, Blloln. ; There were no revenuo villages, for tr}(l)o
osponded tg tg) . old ndds (sometimes called villages , Inore pro-
Ear i aluks o divisions, 'I‘(')d:ﬂ}dd alone(coutm'ns 21(}7,()(33 :crtgt )’l‘hore wero
and o tisted were miserably remunorated. Scarcely 8
& e“ the lnnd revenue accounts of all lands, exceptt seinl tho
8 fuct, it mp 50 5‘.‘({’{"0“‘34 to bo kept by four Curnams puid about Lis.
s Y Lo Sﬂtl. that no accounts were kept except tho Chittah (Indi-
he persons Interested g €10n accounts,  Man y of the original accounts had bocs
o © quiteren, uOI'dthe revelations of 1878, with g view 1o hinder th I‘ros‘l"
OffiaoTePean planters or ¢, lands in (oq Pluntation Tegistérs, which rolated mostly to the lunds
in e : od, as the bills for assessment wore and Qotacamund, wers kept in the Commissioner s
atters whigh woul Were also issued from his office, much of his time was spen
b(“’tthO on the Talsildars, It often ha pened, too, ,”'“t’
ent) altogether, Ed}; ; 9 Lurnam and ghe Commisaionor. land oseapod rt‘gl.”tm'
) i office though? that tho land was in the othor’s registers
0me Jangg Uid the registers usunlly state the tenure 0B
1 nary putta lands, Othors were holddO;1
tas or under nj her .h"ndﬂ were held unduL 18368 1—those issued to (1) Europeans, (2) Todas,

. r Lan(l 1{:'1](_‘8, d 1 d \m]l“leﬂt pllt-
g “éz:rflat lands not helq o lea:e Ie: s?is’ o i Welling ton) fity J'gg":: ﬁ’l’.‘;;:l' m:l 1(01‘9 v o
tﬁatutlh ceds or terms, such o lrln ]ffee.'l‘_olds and firowood allotments, and lands held o
e r_eglsters should be glegy and ‘l\"etlllr,}gl“ltt'y ©f titles it in casy to sve "how important 3¢ 12
25. The Buperior s "
staff istri
_ of the distriet hag, howaver, been recently reduced, though the W‘?rk

Ouchterlop 841, of the distriet had enormously increased Wi
o y Vall - e the
ining gpg cm:l{ozzd isn%‘::sﬁ'ntwt Wynuml nlds genera) development, the addition of

».00d the rush eqused by speculation in the g0

o wag, - Y 3 . « v .
Or Buperiop erz‘:v;:ey Tegisters or carry out u::; Otrsu‘f‘fom,. impossible for the Conmnssxon_(:l;nn
absolutely 2o subordinate ty m the 8 of Government, and ho had no asis

eCeB8ATY to mppoint 0 © work could be deleonted. thus becamo
19 & fpecia] o(ﬁcor‘ to examing a;:l(fgv};}; 3thl: registers.

ve land-ownors rather than to Government for suoh land -

ka-
» O prior to, 1878 wiy ou multtns for the three Settloments and for Merka=

® state of affairs, and several reports were written, which are

..

PR s g

e e e e =

1}
’ ' !
N

A VPN

20T APRIL 1885; No. 449, REVENUE. ' 7

e

was considered that it would not be possible to strictly apply the rules alluded to above
in dealing with excess without a completed re-survey of the district, as excess was almost
universal and was very often quite unobjectionable. Those rules were, therefore, held in
abeyance. Greater latitude was given to the settling officer, and advantage was taken of the
opportunity to re-organize and .improve the land revenue administration in many other
particulars. )

26. The foregoing sketch explains the necessity which existed for a settlement and indicates
the points mainly to be dealt with. Mr, Puckle’s
. lettor to the Board of Revenue and his instruo- _
tions to the settling officer, which were approved in (0., No. 453, dated 16th March 1881, deal
with those points in detail. The following is a brief sketch of the modus operandi adopted at the
settlement :— : . .

(1) Each néd, or division, was sub-divided irto vﬂlugps of convenient size for adminis-
trative purposes, natural or well knownboundaries being adopted as far as possible,
and due regard being paid to area, population, revenue and such like matters, The
four ndds were thus split up into thirty-six villages, the names and areas of Wh]c\h

. are given in Statement I attached to this report.

(2) A map of the village was then obtained from the survey department and the fields
were numbered consecutively, ) - . ]

(3) With this map and the survey registers rdating to the lands in the village, & subor-

' * dinate was sent to the village, and, wita the assistanoce of the revenue officials, he
made a preliminary inquiry into all mtters in dispute connected with the survey
or settlement, and with the registratim of transfors of puttas, applications for
land, improper inclusion of forests in piivate holdings, statistics of cultivation, &e.

(4) On his return to office he reported partimlars of-each matter to me and received
orders on doubtful cases which required no inspection of the land or further
inquiry. The mattérs requiring inspeetion or further inquiry were -noted by me,

«and then the village was Inspected by me in detail. Grants of land applied for
under Settlement ltules 10 and 16 wers disposed of, or, if necessary, reported to
the Collector or Government. Village grazing lands were selected and set apart
under Rule 11. Reserves for roads, streams, swamps and forests, not previously
made, were selected and recorded. Lands “available for sale” under Ruls
13 were also selected and recorded. Lsfcs.of new demarcations required, owing
either to omissions or erxors in the sriginal surveys, were prepared, and the
necessary detailed orders were sent to”the Survey officer for execution. Gov-
ernment lands claimed without f}ltl(? were inspected and the necessity (or - other.
wise} of resisting the claim was considered. Where valuable forests were included
in private holdings the rights of Goverrment were asscrted, and where large excess
areas were included and there appeared no objection to the occupation of lands, a
putta was issucd on such terms as to fiture- assessment and payment of arrears
or penalty ‘as was considered reasonable, the Collector being consulted in all im-
portant_cases. Inam lands were dealt with in accordance with G.0., No. 212,

Modus opsrandi of Settlement.

. dated 11th February 1884.

oints having been settled, and the new surveys having been made, a
®) Aliggxll:r:?l)ozggiﬁter of all the lands in the village was framed, showing not only all
private holdings with the area, rate of assessment and total assessment payable
thereon and the tenure on which_held but_also showing ell Government lands
ranged under their appropriate ll(ii’ids as reserved fo_rest, swamp, road, stream,
grazing ground, * available for sale, ” & , The distinction between lands registered

« in the Collector’s office and in the Uurnan’s was abolished, and /! the lands (includ- -
‘ ing many which had previously escaped registration altogether) were entered

in the one village register. . ‘,

(6) -Brief descriptive memoirs of each important estate (Settlement Rule V) were then
propared 1n communication with the propristors, .

(7) From the general register the chittah (or mdividual ledger) was prepared, showing

) for each land-owner in the village the several lands held by him, and he was fur-
nished- with a copy of this, under the name of the settlement rough vutta, and.
asked to bring to notice any errors or onissions yvithin a fixed time.

(8) After all appeals had been heard, the maps and registers were finnlly revised, abstract
statements prepared, a descriplive memoir and register in diglott wrl.tt,en u{: and
sent to be printed with an eye sketch (Settlement Rule 1V) of the village bound
up with the register. ‘ N L oo

(9) The map of the village, numbered to correspond with the register, and prepared on
the scale 16 inches = 1 mile, was then ®nt to the Survey otﬁog to be lithographed
and sold to the public. The memoir and register, on being printed, was also made
available for sale to the public and was supplied, with a copy of the map, to all the
public offices of the district. SRR
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) i gister, a3 printed, ister 'the Forest Officer on the completion o
Content of Sttlomens fegintor and Mumoirs 2. Tho memoir and NiTN::;’ xuulttvl‘si" ' ‘ Lists of all the lands so registered Wel'?tlfelltlztroteotracts of unsurveyed forest and waste, the
contain for euch villago tho following ‘ scttlement of the village. In v111ages with la go as there was no meaus of defining them,
(1) A noto as 4o tho rituation and boundarie d 1 forests wero not separately entered in ‘th: Ii;egtlisoelso, ending selecticn and demarcation by the
(2) A statement of (], arens inclyq 0(;“" aries, \ nor was there any advznfta%P 1;1 l;tgtgsnp'ﬁlsn&h otmct& tI};erefOI'e, are pot included in the above
(3; Some statisiig of demarcation 1, L B Torest officers under Act V o : red in each village,
isti Uhrks. : , ores 3 4 shows the demarcated areas reserve 8
*5 iome ¥ atitics of the Population, ninber of houses, of puttas and of cattlo. : figures. Statement No. 4 shows
(6) statemont.of the areq uctunlly eultivutod with various kinds of crops.
H IA& note showmg the totg incrense of pew
4

desori Plive mey

i i ds were also selected
t | *31. As required by Settlement Rules 11 and 12, village grazing groun

. wsment by the settlement aocounts. ' | .

in it oIt of cach fup rtant

i i ‘ ding to its -
: and set apart in each village according
. i ' ) i till available for
e eopowing its ponition, the luads m(‘lud(ﬁ ’ - ., Village and other Grazing Lands .rﬂgmrelél%nts :ndAﬁl:rr;f:; ?319 blocks were so
i hwmry ' e “,mm’ o el vt the for | the purpcse. TFach block selected was personally inspected by me. g
'd the asossment,

\ p S das’ eattle (189074
8) A Ly LTesent ownerg g, 108, - B apart, with an area of Acres 2406124, If the Government reserves for Todas’ ¢ (
©) 1ii" any aud roservd forests, with their position and ureas, and nanes,

), the reserved swamps (184202 acres), and thalrecreation tméd i1'a;;g§1 rgrg:;xgs :]i 0?13;:02;
‘ acres/, ] total permanently demarcated
fa 79'44 acres) be added, the total p P re per head. It must be
(9) A Blmll I' . muﬂd (45‘ b 3 ttle Of the dl‘\trlct or ne&]‘ly one ac P
(10) 4 rougﬁre ;sets())f tal}l demm'cat(:d ad reservo swamps, ] he chief hamlols, ‘ 3237344 acres for the 36;1:2;*; s “gavailable for le (18366:40 ncres) are used as pastuge
rons, e, otch tof the village Indieating its boundaries and the chi . ' noted that the art(alns 1reglspation and in the villages with large unsurveyed tractsrlgﬁazmg lﬁ: g
) ol pos estutes, and Is in it, . ? ing their gradual occu . . - ion of forest reserves. There is thus
(11) Thz Benera] filq regisl,e;'. sho\%;:;lxt]}%og:;::lrﬁ(b:rmund name of each ficld, its rut;.i”: . ‘ ﬂigglzgt yet ﬁeen fully seleet;(} Pelllld ;l,]filzsefofl;tla;:l:cftéggeoirl (g; district as a whole, though
a;s:gstr;mntt, area an( total Bsswsment, and tho name of the owner, with l)'(‘) ;‘; for : \ more than enough grazing ]ta;lf Z;‘t?ir age is keeuly felt owing to the extension of population and
b ilteismr]eusz ;:(11 which it j, Lold, or, if Goverument reserve, the purj ' ; inlcgrtain locéll}gzezlif (;2 ?Ea,rcat}e) d as village grazing lund in each village is shown in statement
. ‘ - ! tivation. i
(12) An;:’s:mtit showing thq areas owupiod as froo-hold or subject to ench rate of “::::Hg ' ( : i\l'lo. 4 : for sale in each village. They are
' . mlu’ld ig‘runts Made at gty emont, the various arcas reservod as forest, graz ; : 32. The statement shows the demarcated areas available for sale in o=
g » ¢ 8nd the yrepg aviilable for suls, &c. ' '
28. These aceuratg

2d clabory(g re

83¢ Llocks in all and aggregato 18366'40 acres,
- . valllﬁ

Rovia: guters anl acoounts would loso much of their

CVision of the Village Estubliuhmnntu.

Lands *“ available for sale.”

{
!
The reserved lands in O?tacamund and Coonocr :
1. > since Goovernment has 1
i ULt . t waste” not as “ available for sale,” sinoe
uuless arrangements wero mado to revise them, 1 ‘ are simply refistered as  Governmen wab} disposal of such lands oven umdes th. Waste Land
N ta up to : : ent restrictions on the dispo h
date. Tt has by nted ¢ R eunch yeur and keep the tvurront.twcoun't bli')sh- : * recently imposed strmg]32 in number with an ares of £68-02 acres. Lands ayailable in the
Ments gllowed for the o :ft the dwl;rmt kad complotely outgrown the suhordivate ehd%( nate : ! " Rules. Suchlands are t included in the above, since there is no means of defining them. . Each
village establishments exiﬂt,,olmont of its laxg rovonue ﬂm{cngmlte aflairs, In facl no n‘ml,lct 0 : unsurveyed tracts ar% Ii)(l) }fl r sale was inspected by me in person to ascertain that no objection
5¢ elxée for a Tevision of t‘h: \er'(ilin ’ ttmﬁsff)"e, at the Colluetor’s requoest, drowb llpl.?t 1(;( nllwrn- - block entered lfslam-lﬁ zzat(iaono ‘ -
tion 58 establiy) X ; ioned with but li ” ! isted to such classific . . ] . \
mightysﬂggo?mmm-t » and I, ?hen, at f‘rgng:’g?"“t;l;‘ 1‘1‘12‘9‘;?:29?23(}]':;:};t(‘d lints of persons “]‘11‘1) : s CXIStet 248 estates have been separatsly descnb‘?d 0 tlhse.ar(?emous. c;P %llf ar::as:f
wll operation anar; P ted to the varioy, dlicos (over 100 in u’umbcr). The scheme 1s ﬂo“'ulle : ‘ 33. As many as these estates 18,_411f 0. aeres and the
ﬂ"angements'm - dritl;e first tino in the istory of the disf rict it may be considored ltlm? . ; Estates. ment Rs, 40,-56.0- 1-0. . octed o
for theip ay h gb 18 tho gig of vi age ofliciuls are on g sntisfuctory footing., Lrovist | ! ) VS : fers of ownership had from various causes beg:n much negleo ed, .
of Aot I of laa °€n maq by the intp, rtion of the Village Service Coss undor the aut;homt{ | ; ‘ 34.  The registration of transfer and, in consoquence, the rogisters of owners did
sm].ﬂl extent, from, ﬁ?igﬁel} f i of 138, spocially passod in that Lehalf, and also, tr_([)‘he ; f ' T'runsfors of Puttas, nota(,it a]ltﬁenclzral(liy correspvg::;i tv}:éthrzgsuactalﬁg
Village offigepg ar 8 of the jng, lauds previousl igned for the purpose - , . ) - officers and to the land-owners , '
. now e S previously assig P v 1loctor' ; ooa e ce to the Revenue 2
office OIng relieveq of tlﬁilttr:)itt?d T the (’0”0“.’0" of all the land revenuo, tho Collec i ! facts. Mudy1 ;: 2(1)1?;:5:31.1 At settlement nearly 3,040 ﬁrans}t;ers }v;:a:': ﬁ§§2§§£egez§d the accounts
%, § - portipn of‘tho vork which had hitherto dovolved on it. ! ; collectlonl;] we cro thus rendered much more accurate than they ‘ .
oo of the Operati ' ' to : of ownership w ‘ 3 ied and assessment of the district
ON8 enumerg,, ; - 9 i tance 88 : nerease in the cceupied area
Grants gy Buttlemony or o‘t“f tn P::;?J ’r‘é'léo;'l?o‘}]l’l‘;tvﬁ(‘:‘rﬁo‘:gog'Wh,r'h";p::unt of lun‘i ! 1 35. Btatemoent No. I shows thellR o due to survey anc?M set]flem(eint. dPl'ltta:fifm;; che
“ C C ‘ . ith Settleme ; . ; Finuncial Results. i k and in the three
Rulo}le &nc ., i ne Most § at %ttlomunt, in aceordance with bt‘itltlill:'x?n ; TIncrease in Occupied Area and Finuncia survey areas in erkuna
:Eﬁlgn%_olseg der the Bottl::(, nportng fugtyrog of the scttlement and Lns dono more
188101 o .

. ry e . ; . low
d Kétagiri were issued by the Collector prior to sett
intri ts of Ootacamund, Goonoor an accounts before settlement, heen
king o he:: §euurally acceptablo to tho {“'?PIO of the ditrict. ,ﬁix{ﬁy . ’ ' f;g}: n::;r:l it has not, in consequence of the state of the revenue \
vernment ruloe uyg g proof that their application is fina \

i how the results for each village of Merkunad separately, but this has been done
q g; el g 8romubly 1o practicable to show
th Y )f,elllbhr 1583.

e g -

. . - ()rd(
the peopls is contained 1n the pers roo
m .

| i it will be seen that the accounts prior to survey
fx tod i h village, with tho - a0 in all the other wglageﬂ-l ngi%%%gt;i;?astoxlz;gx;{gd, svith an assessment ofI H)S.. 351,;:533-'3 ;
‘ o No 1 Brantad in i renert. 00 ts ! ‘ ' ttlement show only ied area (excluding free-ho ds) 1s 126941-9:

rant States, gt I}ﬂ. 2 per a:;rz oawn o Satomony No I, attaohod to this rvpm't; l-)hlo grl’i?lw . ' ' :vr}l;iilgeaceording to the Eettleme"t afgzl;ﬁ: telal:ogg}:f; incri)ase,( howevef ®451°51 acres, aase’sseg

s, 2735 0 lrxfltxve Puttudyyp, ,utmmmt,,.l to 4075-38 acres, assessed at By, 8,150-12- \;R('d at - } . acres, assessed at P“s.' 85,045-9-6. ants made at settlement, and 5901-53 acres, assessed at

The grants 1. Lho tofy] ETARtS ype” 1 DT wero, umounted o 435613 Bt B e4G-0-3. - o at Rs. 10,8%86-0-3, is due to new Elor the Wasto land Rules and gold mining grants made

Mﬂecgmnts th}l‘s ot el e th"mfom, e oo twnsedat e w’bh n 3 ; Rs. 5,599-11-11, is due to salss lézlle;ent and which of course are not dus to thoss operations,

acye.ars . otal nupy b, of thre Wi undor the Wuste Jand Rules during t otlwus ' : during the course of survey u}:] tsi L inorena o e that the net increaso rovenlod by the survey
orest am;. ; hverﬁ' mdividlml grant \: Brants way 20, and tho avorngo arca of (l-u“l'l glmlllod no . T ! ‘ Deducting thesoe items f{'om' *t y /(1)8‘1'38'64 acr’es assessed at Iis. 34,927-5-9.

: pustnl(] i:zo t erwisg fre rom ol,j‘:}?- mupe'o‘tojl by me i'n Jerson to soa .tlutt it lmi]t:;'n by ° ( and settleqlent of t'he dmmcatliin 5755 por c’ent., and is mainly dug to the e.x‘istenee of the

Ty of t} distriet 4, be abuuh]l(tl.l]'y ,i.ff(‘,‘:t‘z:;mmhon, though laborious, was s . - . B'Thte }P;rr?iﬁe ;;1 (;)::ugamgmphs 8 9, 14 and 21) an ('11 the prgcttlgal rggoggégg& ?Ste es;?;y .

. J . , r illici i an em Arg-

30. Great attention g Paid to tlg 4o ' 1, whero~ : iy cﬁ:ilmg under it, and to the dllhciltts f;i{;:(il;;:n i)tf tée 51::1 def; nd smal!eg Fie

Foresty ;O PEistration of blogkg of forest as reserved, ml'] stweelly ¢ graph 22) which took place under the roniotmation of lands provioutly omitten altogether fon

Tequired . s it 2ppeared likely that gruss lands lm to bw [ ‘ % demareations in Todamu‘nds_ an.d to the srjsgssment is 1038 per cent., and is dus to the samo causee,

e Aetm\.( r:f,ei'\étét;mll, they werg TCRistirod or a‘ll'.lnnun.';’. forest ])l(:(l'kﬂ lwntrf) hk;: J;-Osorw* the revenue account;-s ;1&19 mciceﬁsllen 1‘18 in regard to frandulent misappropriations of land, and

i 2 'y the T, o Jecor Ingly pendipe final solection o A - ’ ' ) oration of So cmen . reg : propritions of 1 i, aud

regi;stex;s atshdommrcuted and ew(;:““t z; uf‘u"s. * Tho nunyjoy I(,f fields which are blf‘fﬁ’uq’ﬁcrtll? : 1 ;‘:%}? ?nzgoduction of puttas into I_{m}mkoml (;lilélgs'gm 1;1_81;113(1319 r%i'i:ilj)?m . san;ti()li‘e(l i ot

huveybeen si?arizlll lowevm’ are \c(mtl.'(’)'l(():ltlls 1:0 cucl)’ l:;ld thle M};ﬂ ;u 2 18'51’4:L~u3(;;1s they L system (paragraph 15)tpre"zg?,fil,’,'g”}mif§§;: Itf an anna. If the grants made at settlement be

ely “CMarcateq, v 8 cach othor, thone or various ro n . tos of assessment con : . anta mado ot o] et b
would 4ppear frop cousidemtio; ( of th:a n'(m orou. of UF“h Block of furest is much Il‘:ﬁc;otrlo::t. : ' ::31%1;3, (;he total increase due to survoy and sottlement is 5689015 acres, asse ) ’
’ CIE0 Bize of vyl fiold registerad us reserv ;

d the percentages of increase are raised to 887 and 136-2, respectiyely.
an :
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10 T e e | ' : to 65,591, but a small part of these increases is due to the transfer of the Manaar Slopes
e e 20mr Avne 18535, No. 4 1y, Revesvr, ! ' :fr;f;;;: Coimf)ato;'e in 1877, au}:l of Kinnakorai from Malabar in 1881. All the il tribes, but
e e e e, e ares e i ; most especially the Badagas, the chief cultivators, participate in the increase. ' The Todas are not
36, Whero tho incrense in th . e to {ho tablo of § dying out, as is sometimes assumed, but have remained almost statlgnary‘ for the past twenty
A 0 rsessmont 18 0 great, it i natursl to turn to ho present s years. The increase in the number of houses, which is now 16,114 against 13,922 in 1871, corre-
verage Rate of Asscaninent of 4] Tands ratenin foreo und to e whether the pres¢

sponds with the increase in population. 'I'he average for each house (between four and five souls)

) . wonlains ¢ . . . A g .y s
rates arw exeessive,  Ktatement No 2 conl shows that there is none of that over-crowding which so often indicates poverty, Indeed it is

the required ioformagjq 1g8

Tate I8 A 10.8 ping oot 'I:nlfing all the Lindn in tha district together, we fiud that the sven
and Coonoor ?.ﬁ:fssq.?il]y' »'1 his, !"'w"v""n includes ghe hnuno-»itcﬁo in tl'm towns of ()ot:wtlﬂhm:l
: “dat Ia. 10 ayg Iis, « Per acrs, nnd the gold mining grants, assesse

{rﬂ. 5 per Acre
. | ’ro, and all the estat N s [ wment Ymuts,
which jncludg g] the bigher ru‘t:;l;;?*nso :::t’l:‘::‘ltUutm-nmuml ad Cooucor, and settleniont § }

37. Tho lan,
slitute the 0111’:1'1l I:rihl?(}‘l by the 1

|

& . y orty. 4 L
i at the neat and substantial houses of the Badagns are superior, in size, cleanli-

E z:alssu::?ioéz)ﬁi%rttl: to the average houses of the cultivators in the plains. With the population it

‘ is natural that the number of the puttas should have increased, and it now stands at 5,057. The

{ number of cattle has almost doubled since 1871, and the area actually under cultivation has risen,

; since that date, from 49,613 acres to 60,395 acres. :

o wlugas, Kitus, Irulas, Kurumbas and Todas, who slone €0t - 40. The total expenditure on the Settlement” Party has been Rs. 81,369-15-8. T have no
Average Tt of » BIO assessod withyug ey e tion at the low rates sanctioned ;ﬂm )

of Assensuent o Tands of 11, Trilen nmi which vary from 10 annas to] oxclud-
nunts made gt tettlemoens The avernge nsscssment on these lands, e¢t

¥ tribos sough, 18 only & fouction over six annas [or nere | oane

figares of the cost of survey of the settled
. portion of the district, but, no doubt, they exist
in your office. The total annual increase due to survey aud settlement is shown in paragraph 85
to be Lis. 45,813-6-0. The penalties’ imposed by the Collector under settlement Rule 18 and the

1NAS. i Cost of Settlement. *

ing the new ‘
t ir 1 tho avidity :

With whiel, ¢

t for T . ST ir puttas I - f assessment on lands previously omitted from the accounts but reported to the Collector
8 o:,:n&s "% per tere), togethoer w‘:"itl”;;m frfructs at the Hghe! rato l'wvillmh i ttl,ut“llu{)!‘ﬂt"v gl riﬁz ?)fﬁa«:’zs amounted to nemﬁy Rs 40,000, a sunt :éfﬁcient, in itself, to pay for one-half of the
rate uq l,(-,.t the Asessmient. o their rt-r:miw‘ &:‘( {hat they wetually took up 7 nons 2!1 the sumd : téyml cost of the settlement. In cousideriug the cost of settlement, I also think that a deduction
{r. 8y) 15}::“‘”1 1 thy beginnine of ”,::l‘nf‘ Jnudy in not AN It m f:lw! ’:::; n 1835 | of, say, one-third of my salary, from 1st July 1882 to end of January 1883 and from Ist May
was i forn estimatad the AvOTRoy B8SoRsty s stury under Major MeLeod's celt "}“"t this, * which ' { 1853 to end of September 183343, or one year in all, should be made on account of my employment
Clrcumstay o Ames ng el ny otlm l"”m L per acre, wd romarked th b i‘m]'m"“‘ during those periods as Secretary to the Lioocal Self-Grovernment Committes and to the Committee
f.lrtc}?g of the People, little m'nr“:‘l{l could allord t',’,l’“fv hus become, under tho ' appointed to prepare drafts of new Municipal and Local Fund Boards’ Bills, as this special
have Voay i s, Were roquirad, 1y win | oy JUEFent. Joment rates | ¢ werk ocoupied about one-third of my time during its coatinuance.
has beey, oliltr‘mlncml in ench vij] :,‘ Will Ly found in the fact that, though the sett t’"]‘, Ciehe ! ; : | '
lands new]n I <40 acreq iy, the m:theg on tlo completion of ita scttlement, the ared ¢ ml],,w( 0 | ; 41. The financial results of the survey and seitlement have been detailed in paragraphs 35
Y grante] 4¢ suttlenul-n{ breo yours, and 1o less than 188 nores of this cons ‘ ceumé of Results, financial and general, and 40. The general results have also been
38. It then {heq t ) , f T t R""‘:‘ ¢ “"‘“13 ol ML privato b 11nlglmut<}eld, fiom 3129 (’;o time,din d’fhis reporg.
0 rateg st 0 I ay be summed up as follows : All private holdings have been defined, mapped and registered.
No fuprhy Reviion of | 8T 80 manlogyy, and have not heen changed sinee the l»ogmﬂl};:f_ . | 'ilwﬂ}::zymnﬁu o knows phis own, and con have & P'f; of it for a fow s pr)l‘he long %ending |
de&ling . . of Kuten Pejuired, the rentury, the quustiun at once 33128‘:"‘1‘?‘(‘ v In ; disputes between Govermuent'and landholders #s t! “heir boundaries have been _settled. Large F
ment of ¢ Nil '?;}esnunl must ho iy ()ug!.( they not to bo revised and inere “n ottles d ; areas of forest, wrongfully claimed, have been reco jrefl for Government, and titles (so.far as g
Of' soils ayq n"’ 14 18 moJapy and’ e ”,y borne jn mind that there has ney er been ifeation i puttas ave titles) have been _granted for the areas ;| ‘mitted at settleinenf.: to belong to claimants, 3
8011: Th 8 tuem:( Jllﬂ‘.nmnt of o it“ulml(-:\l Rutise of the torm, with n E‘N.(-“hhi! (.‘L"‘““ o the ' Z . thus rondering their propertles more valu‘able and 12;”,"13 xnu"ketabl.& bODSlderable. a'reas_ have been. v %
obvioyy] ery ro "} Major Mol N roordunes wity the productive eapabilities fownd | ! grunted to private persons under‘ the Settlement nules, to their no small satisfaction and the [
Occupied [r. G‘r‘s L and ready “mlm' o ISoo.g, indue], I-ru}‘-«ml to be such, but fu now ' i 1ncrease of the public revenues. - The land revenus accounts have been thoroughly revised, and 3
Tates. P objont T A ettt r:-f‘--rM. ut best, to only a small purt of the :ml o ; eflicient village establishments bave, for the first time, bequ org'a.‘nlzed to keep the accounts and 3
Tough ap eady g to abolivh 1), « "2 profussad ) bo rather n setthoment of arend L int 4 ! attend to the coliection of the revenue and other cognate duties. “The areas available for sale in the k
Privilegg, Y Way, on al rut, ” Ul‘""{”" Fystem and to muke a general ""'”".t ot send : » demarcated portions of the distriot ha_vq been registered, so _that both the public and the district ?ﬁ
hag Made p ttor:’ﬂﬁnt reftlo m' "tf: as tq COompnnnute the hillmen for the loxs of their s8¢ :m‘l ‘ ‘) officers can know them merely by examining the maps and registers. In. like manuer all the lands ;
i ﬁq:m(m i8 now r Pt oat g g""""ral’p] it Proceads on the ba ws of the formes “wmmnhnw'lwﬂi‘ : reserved ns forest, swamp, road, stream, &e., and the areas set apart as village grazing grounds in i
With my oy eﬁen%‘lnred °T way) puy f “abion of wojly, The question i whether sueh 8 O ify : the demarcated portions of the district have been defined and recorded, both on the ground and in ! :
1804 probap e TeNC0 of ) Bistriog 17197 the cont of makiy itl T trust 1 shall bo os(-uﬂ"‘ire j . the maps and registers. Thess measures will, it is believed,both benefit, the population of the ] :
{the mogt 1,7 held ot be OXpesdion'y fr*'mml My decidwl opini E; \ t.lmt it in not at present regh or \ district and greatly facilitate the transaction of work in the Collector’s and in other public offices. . 9
{*lixed ¢ Under g, “F mapy . l P ) Lle lads a0 } i t that the results of the survey and settlement, both financia) and general, may meet with the =
ment © grantg at ll ta] leases YEurs to come,  I'ho more valun Tho rots i ! Itrus ! 1
conrtlmbnlt 10 estate ' ‘”i" shoy| {,r d‘t’ml" Which cannot b intorfered with. T{J :‘nw»‘ﬂ' ' I .. approval of Government . ~ ‘
Ned g LN T ny o e vORTE. 0 ax" ; .
096 cageq, :Es oreus o ovm:m' bl Kus, }N\_)“:‘l t rl”‘l b Mt thirty }‘“uilz‘.}‘mut exception { 42, During the settlement a large number of new domarcations and surveys were necessary,
xed, A, n lug hetd o ent Japg W tibna and 1rul_un, nlinost L survey: , o Offcer and, in examimng alleged titles to estates, it - ' ¥
2nnay per I‘egm‘fls the lap h“llthnut any Ctly ngfull_y Inoludad with the mla‘to a b0 hus b(“f“ ! . Aid given by Survey Officer. was often necessary to obtain old maps and \ 3
that thoun‘.tllotr}‘:' W is, jn my o“)-d Y the g I;rl“"' to settloment, an }‘l‘l”"l'rm(‘l’-t?lu over 8 : ' survey records. I was, therefore, under the necessity of constantly applying to the survey officer 2
be in realipy 20 7ts pop aere ﬂlmnn’ Bliciong l]l"'s"t"o"g}l the rato in only o | 1 emambere . x for assistance. All my demands (often troublesome_enough) met with the most prompt and ]
Dever req)) ;ﬁqll.x l 1 fl'n.s ﬁ"tl boe im.;,,,:u l””"m """“’:l"“"l‘ It must ‘::l these 1 "s o courteous response from Colonel C. A. Liardet, the Deputy Superintendent of Revenue Survey, and 'V§
1ndg by Y0lished t the 1y, in q), s Yet now, for the fint time, o iilego WO ; his subordinates. ) |
they 4 ® hillmy, wi 8 survey , n thei woupntion,  The * Bhwely’ 1 £ to : ' : : : ’ |
eacﬁ ;0; anld fqr any Jop 0 Noay) y d.,,,(,/:‘ ‘ h"":“““l"n‘t. and the tofal payments }10!‘1“;“:‘0 0, that , 43. My own subordinates worked most 1ndusi,r_10usly and willingly, under oircumstances suffi- i
ally cu tlv’ favl 2 the Test , ﬁ targ Most o l?' ‘;flll !ntm-rtn paid by them. . The T -;l‘ h(,lding . ’ Services of Subordinates. clentl_y trying. The field hand§ suf_fered much
almogt ed e to b 2% 10 tacoyen Y il cultivate nu])y n portion of thell 5y ; ‘ : . from fever and other effects of climatic exposure.
utivat blos jt. 'ho g 0 bo my, h greut" M fort ity, cnuses the asscasment on the Lably it | b One died at his post. Another ha@ to resign thq publio service owing to broken health, and all 3
Y ed Portiog. “Scesment tho"f than 8verngn rate on the holding: d":‘o of the S0 ‘suffered more or less. 'fhf‘[‘l_le ?lupervmors, L. Seshaish and C. Kristnama Charry, performed their
Dequaljy; Hlow rortjon | . i of tho prody ey laborious dutiés most efliciently, . ) ‘ -
them, o ‘1;.? of msseggny 0s to Le paid out .k f , , Ambil Narayana Iyengar, the English Head Olerk, by his quickness and intelligence in
msepamble frono 8 to Lo ery ino doyl¢ eXint, but ) Joad mo to tbl’nt ; : \ erforming all works entrusted to him, has been of the greatest possible assistance to me, and
! 8 regulyr N~ttlomlpn”“"t OF such a4 my ex rienen docs not e ud harussey - ¥ trust that you will be able to give him suitable pronotion when his services are no longer required L
< A fow Words of eut, Would justif 'y the expenso 8 | ) by the Forest Settlement Officer. I have much plessure, too, in acknowledging the great aid, ]
Statiut; %Ommeng g ‘ iven to me by the Collector’s Head Clerk, S, Ramasami I er, in dealing with the old quit-rent
sticy aligy n the ., . lowing . , . given y O, iy g q
now g 18 dovelopnyeg, oD clires jp Btatement No. 3 will bo of interest a8 8 onse N ' lunds of Ootacamund and Coonoor, a most intricate and ditficult task. ST
;Re ort ofxel)% 2 l;' Anq first o o '::w"]"l'lm'x;t of the district and lt"':":.‘l ¢ that : :
er ony f, . In ] 21» vl RS g Popnlnti Nq'n: nility to bear the jnerensed m:muw v ‘ )
Was t“"nu?:lllu.l 17 Atain ‘Vllrd 2:::?;,}?;“';' Wie put down at 2,510 i llnf ! yuche <, i
. { 3 . -

) . 1
and ¢ on 186 g 4.5 =47 (*“l'm“ neud Lo,
q tnqd the P"P‘lkgil:‘“;;"‘"“P!M-m] ;l:"}:v ,;:i'i::"," '_]']l':'n ‘ﬁrr-i regt ": ‘1; 'b:l‘ ( : .
. : J.«)Ul. 'K.IN‘ o nana "r lt'\‘l l‘"l”“ Nl tha ) !
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{» Dircetor of Revenuo Settlement and Agr-

culture, dated 15tn December 1881, No. 3514,

Submitteqd to Government throush the
2. The Diroctor fully endorse
the admirable many

3. The work wag begun on
October 1881, It was

1t actually occupieq three-years-und-a-hulf,

settlement’ and

difficulty” of much of

probably too sanguine,

much earlier, but for

5. The cost of
and for settl

6. Mr. Benson 8
. employel op the addit

10 adjustment of ¢, k

Resolulz’on—dated 10th A1 n‘rch 1885, N

Submitteq for the information of (:
In the report for

2'
sketch 9f the sev
18 wor

* Before settlement...
Present _,

T Area before

L Tesent areq

{ New Scttlement grants,
aste land gq)eq and
Mining granty

\ T
Tota] ,,, 14353-04

the taxap]o extent of holg; g
unprofitable pate

rock, Sych

evenue Survey
evenue S

Mr. Benson’s em

153 per ¢

the opcrations 1,
Cment, Rg, 86,793, or |

warded by
Pts mude trg

1,{ 1¢ manner jp which t}

settlomeny

590155

ere p
nd treated
» No. 237,104
15 made theret,

ettlement Re ort
8raph §; byt 5 allusioxf i

Board of Revenue,

- lue of the
8 the Collector’s remarks regarding the va

jenson. .
1r in which it has heen conducted by Mr. ]

31st
the Tt April 1881 and wus completed on .t()h;cars;
originul]y estimated that it would be completed in tw

which 1.4
¢y have

3. Financial]y the outcome

Ry,
33,6.42
85,145
—
61,413
————

ACY,
64,150

126,942

—————

+ 61793

—————
R,
10,856

5,660

o. 805.

’

. : 1€
. . . » ) (‘l'ln' t}
The original estimate w as, considenng

. N 1](‘ty
Mr. Benson's task, requiring as it did mu_ch Putu.m‘b-u,l,l,dltxtcd
but the settlement would huve in all likelihood been U){utltes as
ployment in addition to his scttlement ;1 ¢ draft
al 8elf-Governmeot and in connection with th
ipal Acts, -
4. Mr. Benson’s report will hardly be

. ial results of
ar condeusation, but the finuncial re
efly these:—The reco

. aised from
rded area of occupation has been I}:;'“ 23 632
. s 1 [T ?
» Or by 98 per cent., and the ussessment from

: 7,96,301,
as been, for demareation and survey, Rs. 7,

I8, 8,83,
uggests that o
1onal duties ot
1nd seems eylle

994 in wll,

. ' \ was
portion of his salary for the time that he

.ment, but
'd above should be credited to the settlement,
d f‘)rv

vernment, «of
‘ . . s i
! Director, Mr. Benson, after giving :CIII’{O :
time to timo to systematize .”'(Z SctFlution in .
M lgiris, proceeds to uﬁ'ord. full infor m“m‘ncn( '
operations in the district were vomt Its of -
been earried out and the general resuits ¢

. : ju the
1 89 stated . by the Diroctor, is an inercase iu

amount of the annual ““"*ossm.;ﬂ'lltca.tlfo
Ls. 51,413, or 153 per cent.; w . onse
recorded + areq of occupation 1s ’Tl Ben-
by 62,792 acres, or 98 percent. M ,r')h 35
son, howc\'cr, explains, at parﬂgr‘lltotals
of ‘his report, that from theso

) 6, -
Acres 14,353 3, assessed at Tts. 16,480,

wr-
sh.ould bo doducted as not properly #pI

. ‘ment operg-
taining to the result of “gettlement 0] tho !

. a8
tions proper, Omitting theso arc 1 at
N . « RS (
et inerease iy Acres 13,439, "S'\(&:-Lrhvnt

3 34,Y27,  Astho cost of the sot

b f
f qson’s
(exclusiyo of any part of Mr, DBenson ,

is
salary) is g, 8,83,504, tho result

.Q per
®Qulvalent to o ratp of interest of 3'9 PSF

T
°ent. on the outlay, At the samo tl;rttclt-r-
should not }q lost sight of that 0?? from
2blo areag were formerly cxclude

. YK Of
und that they were uncultw{gblo bilflv}tlsr:m
rovided for iy, Rules 85 and 80, of tho M

. . imbatoro
on those principles in the Coiml

l‘ 5
dated ]s¢ S tember 1875, pago 36, pnr.h
in My, Puckle’g rules in 0.0.: of . 16th Marc

o
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*

a

\l .
’ * revi i f all
459 np in Mr. Benson’s report undeg' review, though fllzt(lai t;nglfuss:i)ln (;n :ét
L8 . o'ﬁteg atches, without allowanqe € ~cr for area or q allty of s n,lgnt st
o utl)lpmﬁ;a imp(I))rtant f’actor in contributi + swell the arcas e,
en, a ; E ot
Iltg:xgy (;ouble what they were before.

: ducted, not upon
1 ow been con nleted has been con , :

L o settlementi W}tg;t}iﬁi I;f soils with r.ference to their power gf Il)\}(;-duﬁtwl?

the usual method of class bt under rules drav w y X

* (.0., dated 16th March 1881, No. 453. I’ucl.ile aff P) apggo‘;i‘i 21}; S(io‘o?ﬁ;:ereport‘

' i es of the Nflpiris,. Towar :

e Boapted tft the‘c Hl.gtlx?ilx?;;atllcle effect of the rresent settlement pp:nt ﬁl;ei nﬁ%ﬁf&
o Eleml());rl’tie e{aleltl?holders, offers his opinion (page 38) regarding

payable :

. 3 ‘ung
] : es reasons for consideri
ienti e future date. e giv
¢ settlement at som
« of a more scientifi

. : d in this
nt settlement should remain in force for th“tYByezlzlaggai;fs valuable

that 'thetgge%}o-ud entirely concur. As point:d out by Mt;; aflrti thile the holdings of
ppon \ t part held on special leases or grants, to (6 anncs an
Lands are for the most p d inally at the same average rate ( nas

AT el been re-assessed nomins \ . . by necessitating
the hill tribes have Lie effect'of re-assessment in this case, by : : |
sore) ai lf)efoxe:; tztilcer?%%tl’d,t i:ill be greatly to enhance the amount heretofore paid by
payment Ior . . . .. N
these tr*ﬁs. Board agree with the Collector and the Director in their opinion regard

e ¢ Y9 wr :
ing tl?;a satisfactory character of Mr. Benson s work.
=]

(True Copies and.Extract.)

ioned E. GIBSON
(Signed) Secrétary.-

*

k]

’ renue Department,
to Government, Revenue -
R Sec:et?}z Director of Revenue Settlement and-zigriculture.
Copy t0 Collector of Nilgiris.
L2 2

Ao

OnpEr—dated 20th April 1885, No. 449, Revenue.

The Government consider :cll}et xiestult
- 54 the settlement of the Nflgiri district as
o R T g{itf‘:ﬂzctol‘y in every respect, andd tl:e;;
ity with v,21 ion he conductec
iza the tact and ability with v 2ich the };)pfl:}tltég: a};-:sofbi?ilxl] e
cordially recognize financial results are encouraging, bu o0 in et
by Mr. Benson. ] 11}31 tlllle general effect of the settlementtas sum(rinz:)?z;)arivaté) ragraph
ancoe 43 compared i ort.  The demarcation and accurate recor ¢
: 15 the land-revenue accoun 8,
41 of Mr. Benson's rep overnment the. revision oi:f ! : :
and of land at t}tl,e di,sfp gfla lefgifci((}mt village ’SCIYICG har? sod mdlspenese’:ll)lﬁ t(t)hZh:u%o;;egi;l
and the organization of . administratios of the lan revenue tha , '
prosperity andl(tio atsit;ia%tggg regarded as oth rwise than a profitable investment oven
, no € 2 ,) /
'Sfe titl(ill;lsnxfotot)lrought in a direct financial retux
i

(True Ext?r . ) )

Signed) V. WILSON,
* (Sh,ni1 é Secrgtary to Government.

!

| To tl;e Board of Revenue.

d A riculture, ) .
the Director of Revenue Settlement an wit% four enclosures reburncd.
» '

Ex;i, W. H: Fren‘ctyl.‘~

80 Copies.
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PROCEEDINGS OF TIE BOARD OF REVENUE.

R
LEAD—the fo]lqwing letter from L. R. BURROWS, Esq., Collector of Nilgiris, to
tho Dircctor of Revenue Settlement and Agriculture, dated Ootacamund, 6th

Deeember 1884, No. 3147 :—

the illnv forwarding the final report of the

1345 e(\l(‘nue Scttlement of the Nilgiri portion of this district, ordered 1 (.

thor ated 16th October 1880, I have much pleasure in bearing my testimony to the
ough and judicious manner in which this dfficult task has been accomplished by

r. Benson,
uni 2. The financial results of the scttlemen’, though eminently satisfactory, are
mportant compared with the introduction of order into the chaotic state of things
the ab ! 1881, when the settloment was commenced. In correcting
and uscs, which had then become scandalous, a8 regards the appropriation of State
8 by private persons, and in asserting the rights of the State wherever and by
had an arduous and disagreeable

:?:ﬁmst)evu they had been invaded, Mr. Bensou has 10us ! i
ask.  But although he has done it in & manacr which, I think, 18 entitled to be
he hus shown such great tact and patience

tvlfzvﬁd with satisfaction by Government, .
1t Lo still remains thoroughly popular with alt classes of the community.

3. Mr. Benson’s report is a valuablo and iiteresting ac
art of tae century down to the present time,

fnal orders passed on it by Government.

istant Collector on ‘ghe results of

Specinl Ass )
G.0., No.

and I presume it will be printed with the
Encrosvre Ne 1o

nt Collecor, in charge,
h the Ccllector of the N {lgiris),

to the Director of Revenue

From R. 8. BENSON, Esq., Spooial Assista: ot ot p
ated Ootacamund,

Settlement and Agriculture (throug
20th November 1884, No. 573-237.
ol in G.0.,, No. 1349, dated 16th October

The revenue sottlement of this district, order _ \
submit a brief report on its results.

1¥8v, havin g now been comploted, 1 have tho honor &
2. The scopo of my operations ostended to the whole of the Nilgiri District, with the excep-
tion of the Ouchterlony Valley and South-East
ferred from Malabar

Beopo of Sottlement Opnmtions. Wyma d, which were trans
and tie land tenures of which differ in foto from

:;) the Nilgiris in 1873 and 1877, respectively,
a 1080 of the other parts of the district. ' The portions to bo settled were, therefore, the four
ucient divisions (or, as they wero sometimes called, villages or néds) known as—
(1) Merkundd, with the slopes below Manasar transferred from Coimbatore by G.0., No.
102, dated 12th January 1877, .

“ () Daranginid.

(3) Kundahndd, with the tract known as Kiniakorai transferred from Malabar by G.O.,

which forms the district

No. 19, dated 5th January 1881. )
(4) Todandd, with the Siglr plains as far & the Moyar river,
boundary on the Mysore side. - ‘
The area of this tract is 433562:01 acres,
Aros. or 677-44 square miles.
onts aftached to this

{. The four statem
report contain statistics o
are;—
afid néds (divisions), the

f the more important

; Statements attached to the Roport.
-fae .
ts ascertained at scttlement. These statements

Statement I —Showing, by villages
the Nilgiri District, together wit
according to t
and (2) immediately subseqt
and assessment of lands gran

area of the settled portion of

h the oscupied area and the assessment of the same,

he revonue accounts, H ;nmediately prior to survey and settlement,
sent to survey and settlement, together with the area

ted at settlhment. . .

ate amT.no. OFOMENRCI e Gl RN TALO o @Sl T L SRR,
e T A RN e~ - o
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count of the land revenue .
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Statement II.—Showitll\%r the area of land held under each rate of asscssment in the settled

portion of the Nilgiri District or on free-hold tenre,

Statement 111.—Showing, by villages and néds (divisions), certain statistics of population,

cultivation, &e., in the settled portion of the Nilgiri District according to the settle-
ment accounts, . '

Statement I V.—Showing, by villages and n4ds. (divisions), the area of lands registered at
settlement as available for sale, reserved for various public purposes, &eo.

5. In order to understand the objects ‘of the settlement and the results achieved thereby, it

, Résumé of Revenue Systom of Nilgiria, 18 necessary, .before examining the above state-

. _y . ments, to give a brief résumé of the former
revenue Iusto_ry qf tl}e district. The s}lb]pct has been so ably and exhaustively dealt with by
Mr. H. B Grigg in his Manual of the District, that I need not do more than notice those promi-

nent features which influenced, or which exolain, the condition of the revenue system as it existed
immediately prior to settlement, ‘

6. When the Nilgiri Hills were coded by the Mysoro to the Dritish Government, they
McLeod's Settlement, 1800-01, formed part of the Dévanaiken Kéta Taluk of

. o g ) ' North Coimbatore, and the revenue- system
.wlnch. prevailed in t}xe gult_xmted portions was similar to that which oxisted, and still exists,
in Goimbatore. This district was, therefore, included in Major McLeod’s set{lement of 1799,
the object of which was to remedy the cvils which resulted from Tippu’s excessive assessments

. in the Coimbatore District. The lands were nominally measured and assessed with reference
to their productive capacity in 1880-81, the result being that the total land revenue rose

from Rs. 13,425 to Rs. 18,276, Fifteen rates of assessment, varying from Rs. 1-2-5 to -

Rs, 0.' 1-3 per acre, and al/ containing fractions of an anna, were then in existence, and these rates
remained unchanged until 1862 on the lands held by the cultivating native tribes of the district,
viz., the Badagas, Kotas, Irulas and Kuumbas, = A similar, though not identical, series of
rates prevailed, and still prevails, in the trct which extends from the foot of the hills on the
Sigtr side to the Moyar river.

7. Though the revenue system was that of Coimbatore, certain poculiarities, which existed
to a small extent in other parts of that district,
. prevailed so extensively on the hills as to almost
cause tho hill system to be regarded as distinet and unique, .

These peculiarities were— =

(a) The Bhurty {(or siifting) system of cultivation.
(2) The Iyen grass (o: fallow) privilege.
(¢) Lhe “ Parasapillu vari” (or grazing) privilege.

8. The former existence and subsequent abolition of the “Bhurty  (or shifting) system of

, The Bhurty Privilege, cultivation are, perhaps, the most important facts
such merit detailed noti ~ in the Revenue history of the district, and as
though, in_effect, § Dotice. The system ippears to have existed from tho earliest times, and
Collector, reportel orbidden by Tippu, an! formally sholished in 1862, so that Mr. Grant, the
syst . ?r’-{ Sportec in 1864, tha’t’ the system  has censed and the people now regard it as a by-goue
ystem; 1t 18 never alluded to,” yet it cont nued in almost undiminished operation until the recent

. survey of .the hills, and even g j .
formarly adaitiar, o itsI:s 1?:1!:10: wt.hat da.e, attompts have been made to continue the practices

9. Under the “DBhurty » system, eac) cultivator held from Government a putta for the arca
The “ Bhurty * Bystem continued. of land which he ordinarily cultivated in each

unlimited as ; .. .year; but the available land being practically
vator was pe‘:’(t)nni]tpt:fdeiowcllt,lllt‘thi domand fo: it and being of little valuo to Government, the culti-
will within certain limits bu;;m o8 .dlﬂere‘t plot each year, shiftin g from one place to another at
claim, or lien, on the plots fo retalmmg, by common consont and without payment, a piefercntial
three or m oré years gccordi;mir y cultivated b him, and returning to them in rotation after two,
sidered necessary to pest 18 1o the nature of tho soil and the period of fallow which was con-

y oro 1ts fortility, Thus, though the area in a man’s {))utta, and for which

rotation s e e sessment, might by only ten aeros, he was ia_the ha
populated traots. Nor were tﬁgi“‘gatmg turty or forty acres, or oven more in poor and sparsely-

Peculiar Incidents of the Hill System.

ho putta at tho suggestion of the ryot or the caprice of the
cation or survey, and consequently, in pructico, the disposal
it was ¢ bortdi naze revehuo officials.  If the{

o : im to 05y to set up some claimant in the locality to petition that
t: d:f(:a’: P:ﬁiegi?ggtdo(gaéa t: tgf_"lund undcr the ¢ Dlxulty " pl‘iviltlwne, ::1 d they {v ore tIilus snnblod
the consent, of the claimant, PPlicant or to compol Lim to buy oft tﬁoir opposition or to purchase
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¢ ” rivilege, was that under which the ryot was allowed to
10. The “Iyon grass, ?r' fallow, p 8 retain in his possession a qertj;in - portion of his
The “Iyen” Grass Privilege. . holding as fallow at one-fourth of the appro-
t. The extent so held was not to exceed one-fifth of his regular holding. f.l‘he
effoct of this privilege was still further to extend the area of waste land over which, at but little
cost, an individual or a community might make a claim in opposition to an applicant whose
proximity was not’ desired. :
N ird inci i he revenue system of Coimbatore, and the effect of which
' }1' The third incident P eoul-m..r ot y waz similar to the last, w;m knownasthe “ Parava-
) The ¢ Paravapillu Vari * Privilege. pilu vari,” or grazing, privilege, in accordance .
with which, extensive areas were oftpn granted as pasture lands at one-fourth of the ordinary
assessment uuntil required for cultivation. o i dustes the ot i .
i i rivileges were scarcely felt during the first thirty or for
12. Tho evils of these ‘rmous prveg years afteir our adventgto the district,}i)ut Witi
‘ Evils of these Privileges. , the gradual increase of population and the strong
demand for land by European coffee-planters which set 1n about 1860, it became impossible_ any
longer to continue privileges 8o opposed to the development of the district apd 8o economically
unsound. L . :
¢ i 1 overnment determined that the * Bhurty,” or shiftin
13. Tn 1862, alter much.dlscussmn, ¢ gystem of cultivation, should be ag'olished on th% .
The Bhurty System abolished, 1862. principle prevailing in the plains that the ryot
must aykassessment for all the land heis entitled to cultivatp. The native cultivators were
accordingly informed of this decision, and were required to select, once for all, such of the l‘ands
over which they claimed the ¢ Bhurty ” privilege #s they wished permanently to retain. . These
lands were measured and, in many cases, roughly demarcated and fresh puttas embodying the
results were issued. 'To compensate the ryots for ‘he loss of the privilege, the fifteen fractional
‘rates which *had previously existed were reduced to five simple rates as follows :— ‘

priate assessmen

1

: AS.

ove 13 annas . et we 10

gg For asfq)esfl monts ?):low 18 ,, butadove 9 annas ... e e 8
(3) Do. 1 9 9 ” . 6 . rYs oo sue 6

. (4) Do. . 9 * 6 ’ ’” 4 3 “e see Y 4
(5)* - Do. ” 4 T e os v . e 2

. :on thus pranted amounted on the average to about 23 per cent. of the asscssment
and %;l:atrlgg: (:&81111 thc;1 ngw markets for the labor and products of the district then opened up by the
im sulse giver to the planting enterprise, reconciled the ryots to the loss, or supposed loss, of their
angient z§1d dearly-loved privilege ; so that in 1864, Mr. Grant, the Collector, was able to report

fully introduced and that the former system was regarded as dead
and gone and was now not even alluded to by the people.

tement was hardly in acoordance with _the facts. “The Hir}du is not

14. But such a slatem 7 wont thus readily to abandon his privileges and
But enly in name. the institutions of his ancestors. He said ¢ yos,’

d planting as heretofcre, until an accurate survey revealed the true
a4 > has the area of cultivaiion and permanent occupation been extending
Ixif({:ﬁltol?e. ggfw{;cg;leﬁ;?n gf: of the IIill tribes, the increase of wealth among them, and the great

: s e P (rian’s Manual of the Nilyiri District, page 321.
eﬂer}ﬁi’: ‘?§3 };ﬁ;g?:;:t.em lggdzf]gi;deed, been abolished by order of Government and the Secrctary

of State. It had ceased to exist as an officially-recogaized institution or privilege. Very likely the

Why should they ? ~3ut they quictly practised it as much as ever.
fined. 'I'he villags headmen WT?lre amIgng thos]? mos‘i mterei’ced
: ivi intaini ondemned practices. iree Revenue Inspectors and as
Eﬂgon@;ﬁlugnf: ’(ﬁ%ofﬁém;ﬁ%&%s:d the wholg staff of subcrdinate Revenus officials in the
. distr)i’ct and they could not have effectunlly enforced the orders of Government, even had they
desired to do so. 'The higher officials seem, like Mr. Grant, fo have been ignorant that the dead
" gystem was still alive and flourishing, so no pressure from above was put upon the sqbordumne_as
t.Z enforce its abrogation, while many inducements from beneath were offered to tacitly permit
its continued existence. Natarally the ryots were satisfied. - They had, in fact, lost nothing of
their privileges. They had gained by a large re(_luatlon in the rates of assessment.
) ' ith the so-called abolition o! the * Bhurty” system in Merkandd, Todan4d
15. Concurrently with th y axd Pa.mngin%d, yMr. Grant abolished the
prculinr system in vogue up to that time in

ryots never alluded to it.

Erkidu Kothukidu System of Kundahs abolished 1862.

" Kundahnéd which had been transferred.from Malabar to the Nilgiris in 1860. This system was

) « Eyk@du Kothukédu.”” Under it a taxof Re. 1 or Rs. 1-8-0 was levied for the right
i\: ?13;1 : splo;v ’h or “ Er, " and a tax of from 4 to 8 annas was levied for the right to use & hoe -
or “ Kothw” ~The so-called putta issued to the ryot under this system was really no more than

.y

~yr

oy

e
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a license to use one or more ploughs or 1 y i

. W 8118 or hoes, as the cnse might be, Tt '8peci
EZ{;I s:afczlc'l ‘eav'lll‘ };:sr'r;:tmlf:efd illlst ilrlrla l;110 'cusets wege the extent or positigergl'yt}igelzgsg g)lebzx:zllltr;t
oven on the follime 1 L2 ements whenever and wperever he pleased. No restricti
gven o g ' ests, were imposed, so that the hill-sides unfl valleys wcg;(;qltel;:zgm:fz

Solitary forest trees still stand in the cultivated fields to show where extensive woodlanda o
b 1O

to have b ; . aund in its place

s vy e i et ot 5 S50 41 Y e, e
control was rendered possible b tﬁ vigour long after its supposed abrogation ; t'lsc'w }ere, 0
settlement I found this Erkdds Koghagopns oo 20T00tion nd survey of holdings. During ths
.of Kinnakorai with some fitty houses, tr Bystem still in force in the flourishing Badaga village

does it take for our reforms to reach the m(?;'?ﬁggg(tie {izzs ?’falabar in 1881, So long, at times,

16, Before referri tong |
,re:hrm]g to the operations of the Survey Department, it will be convenient to
e Todus, glance at the other tenures under which lands

most anciont inhabitants, frst elaim our mofics are held in the district. The Todas, as the

van, strongly advocated the elaim of the " Tho carticst sottlers, aud notably Mr. Sulli-
yan .the Tolas to the absolute jet i ;
ut another school, led by Mr. Lu‘shmgton, as strongly combatpefiqt)ﬁ;: ?ire’;fh:rfg tﬁ;gg‘gﬁ%&’
s i H

regarde :
Plg)sidegc;r%le %*?gr? %lsl ;ngre'ly Ocoupiers under the ryotwari system in force gonerally in the
an offering, or tribute lilrdle‘?t tlme?’ the Todas have received from the cultivatin yBada a8
taken up ﬁ} the latter,fg& e " Glfﬂ’u, or basket of grain, partly in compensation f(g;r the ltﬁzd
an offering to secue (1 rf'cu 1vation and so rendered unfit for razing purposes, but chiefly as
of the junbg lo. are belie?r dle)'Ol” I?r avert the displeasure, of the ;f‘odas, who, like the Kurun{bas
that of their I’lerds Th eE ¥ the Badagas to - have Decromantio powers over their, healths and
this day Governmen ¢ aes tim)pean settlers slso bought land in gotn.camund from them, and to
with the enjoyment pf'y;;h hem the sum of Es. 150 per annum, ns compensation for interforonce
however, ahurg o mott e;r pastoral rights in and about Ootacamund. Their position was,
of Directors di tod 2 la te}‘ of dispute until it was finally 14id down in the despatch of the Court
more than & nreser] t's ?nl‘lmry 1843. It vas then decided that the Todas possessed npthing
small tax onpth Stptlve reub to onjoy thie privilege of pasturing their herds, on payment of a
s eState lands. The Court dusired that they should be secured from interference

by settlers in the enjoyment of their munds (or village-sites) and of their spots agpro riated to -
o

“religi i ; .
'acreg:)og; l!:féxts.lnxigcé%riﬁxgly Puttas were issued granting to each mund three bulluhs (11-46
(34-38 acron) fo ek dr. Grant obtained permission to make a fresh allotment of nine bullahs
only and that ue s hl:l;m on the express caudition that the land should be used for asturage
added that the so-cfll d91 ‘Belll the land or the wood on it should be thereby conveyed. 1t may be
Toda communt ande 0(1 a lands are now regarded as the inalienable common property of the
mente 7.0, NZ. P u:i]:{utt lfglsgd alienation is checked by the imposition of a penal rate of assoss-
by salo of lense s ! e¢ 18th April 1882 Up to the date of this order, however, alienations
requent occurrence. It remaius to be seen whether the present orders and

subordinate staff wi
oy | staff will be more adeqlfate than those that went before to check the practices referred

+

17. i '
+ We shall now consider the tenures of lands held by Turopean and other immisrants,
' Lands held by Immigrants, . The first European sottlers bought I;nds,ns
in 1828, Government required them to {o has been already noticed, from the Todas, but
ment of 1} - pagodas (Rs. 5.4.0 0 take out lenses from Government and imposed an assesse
])ro¥erties are still held on th‘ ) on_each cawnie (1 32 acres) of land thus leased. Man
}PI? Y to all lands, even ths eﬁ}? old leases, "'Lis high rate of assessment was held ty
This rate was contidered ;o }? eld for agricultural purposes, in the upiands of T (; édo
% in 1836, Governmont. o1 Mre exee.ssw? ind likely to check tho extension of o It(') atn' ‘
at & distance from ()ota:mmund.t V40’8 suggestion, reduced the rates (;n cu]tiva;eéwl1 IO?’
sﬁemal double rates on cultivated? o equalty with those paid by the Badagus, but i ‘m((;
that the land was exceptionall ands'taker. “up by immigrants in” Ootacn l.JdB’ ltlh  gronn
G i i i LI o el fr i var
otacamund settlement, I Irevailed are those now imi .
should be reduced o Rs. 5_14%5};‘;:31'2%)’9&1'. 1t was determined that tlﬁg ?m;l;s:fne:xhteoxlxuﬁl;flss:-fsitg;: '

_ charged at Rs. 1.2.4 per cawnie, Inrit cawnie only of the area occu ied, the remainder being

lands was drawn up, but it 4 842, an elaborate i
terlony’s survey. 1} providod sce 2 1044 foroe until 1840 on. tha oo aorera Uy Siipesal of
Mminety-nine years’ leases fo; buifi’ © grant (,f thirty years® leases for a ri£11t ral oncs ti
any couditions (now rarel obs ding mtes,_tne latter ®ing ronewable ﬁ,‘,, tl}l,irt pr}rposes an
PPOVIde: thaIt on the expirati{n of etlixv: (lleat;:e :LBolr te((li in theso leases, and, in ;ixrtioufrm; gﬁz ﬁ]ﬁi
eroment. In the ) .oase, thy land with its bujld;s ‘ :
the cantonment of Wellmgton, lsagcs for fifty ;egidlnggsgzsgfi i}xf(?i: t(;]jﬁlitﬂf{::;

I'S

Exoopt in Kinnakorui Village, exittod. The system was abolished in 1862.63,
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not identical conditions. Some modifications were introduced in 1858, end in the following
as authorized at twenty years’ purchase, subsequently

.

? gystem, which has been slready noticed, was the
necessary preliminary to any general system
of auctsionlsales of limd suchdas the Government

ime been desirous of introducing. So long as large and indefinite claims

ﬁ:ﬁerfotrh: (‘>‘m %;,?“-1;/ » gystem could be brought forw_ard and supported by ﬂle_kinsfolk and
friends of the claimants, who were usually the only witnesses ?hat could be examined as to the
validity of the claims, it was practically impossible for applicants to obtain land from Gov-
On its abolition, therefore, the Waste Land Rules of 1863, which had long been

. 18. The abolition of the « Bhurty ’
‘Waste Land Rules of 1863.

: t. e
z;ngflzliscussion, were finally adopted, and an Act (No. 23 of 1863) was passed to facilitate the

ims made fo lands about to be sold under the rules. The main provisions of these
o be demarcated and surveyed on being applied for and was then to be
sold to the highest bidder subject to an upset price to cover the cost of survey and subject ulso
to an annual assessment of Rs. 2 per aere of forest and Rupee | per acre of grass langi. The
was reduced to 8 annas per acre by order of Government in 187],

: t on grass lands . !
::1837 Sfl:'loiz timég to time, considerable relaxations have been made by exempting land from

 assessment for some years after its purchase.

i ticed that neither the Waste Land Rules, nor the simgle rates introduced
19. Tt s to bo notice by Mr. Grant’ in 1862, have ever been applied
to the Settlement village of Musinigudi, that is,

country lying between the foot of the Hills on the Sigtr side and the Moyar
:(i’vg:-? tfj‘:xg(fsf there aiye Ztilfobtained under the “durkhast” (simple application) system preva-
lent in the low country, and numerous rates of assessment, s%l contaimng fractions of an anna,
still prevail, unchanged since the beginning of the century. The survey of all estatesin this tract
was completed with the general survey of the distriet and the survey of all putta lands and the
revision of assessments therein has recently been ordered.—G. 0., No. 986, dated 4th September

1884. . ,
te Land Rules were passed, it was decided that henceforth no lands should
20. Whon the Waste Lan P be granted to any ome, not even to the Hill

tribes, except under those rules. Considerahle
ean planters during the first three years after the rules were in force, but.
d the sales soon fell off. Between 1867 and 1874, the sales never
d in 1868-6) they only amounted to 4 acres! L he district

was without an adequate staff of officials. Great delay occurred in the survey and sale of land

anpli lo took place, there was nothing to prevent an outsider from coming in
applied for. When the suo foo pica,nt’s head or bidding him up to such a figure as effectually

i the appl .
?lsglggﬁu}]nstolclzzhliz(liazzsrande legg him unable to develope thef esta,te.b Sometllmes this was done
i often to prevent mew comers from obtaining land near existing
through mero enmity, Mot iy o% labor and manure ; or in the hop?a that the purchaser

ing the su
estatos and thus reducm% pLe often did) a few days after the auction to the disappointed

11 the land (as b .
:;?;lliiagz,uv%?otgv:ﬁld o?ten, 01(1 consideration, think it better to pay an enhanced price rather

than incur the delay, uncertainty and expense of making a fresh application.,
' i ks of land applied for under the Waste Land Rules, and properties in
2L Frior to 1870, b}l:c S(:’s . PP and about the settlements of (gotacamund,
General Survey began, 1878.

Coonoor and Kétagiri, had been, from time to
time, surveyed, but it was not until 1870 that a general survey of all lands wag ordered, including

lands in the occupation of the Hill tribes. Owing to the want of village establishments, the
unhealthinessof the district, the adventof famine (1876-—78) and othercauses, the survey proceeded
slowly and was not completed until about 1880. In its course it was found that, owing to the
inerease in the numbers of the IIill tribes, mainly Badagas, the area actually under cultivation by
them had greatlyincreased since the puttas of 1862 had been given tothem. Scarcely anacre of land
had been bought by them under the Waste Land Rules, but (as explained in paragraph 9), the
position of their putta lands were undefined and there was no one to check their acts. Conse-
«quently, they had gone on increasing their cultivation at will as‘theu' numbhers grew ; and they,
moreover, still praotised the “ Bhurty” (or roving) system of their ancestors, which was nominally
abolished in 1862, but which really still flouriched without let or hindrance. The Survey officers
thus found the 1Iill men ectually cultivating more land than was in their puttas and claiming
still larger areas onthe iround that they had recently cultivated them and had a prescriptive
right to hold them. There would, undoubtedly, have been extreme hardship in an order to
recognize the puttadar’s title only to the aieas shown in their puttas; and, consequently, orders
were issuod to treat the puttadars liberally. In fact, the operation which Mr. Grant thought he had
effectod in 1862 was now again (or, perhaps, more accurately for the first time) to be carried out.
In practice, each man was ellowed to take up whatever land he had at any time cultivated under
the * Bhurty ” system, and often, too, adjoining lands which had never boen cultivated, but which
t ;

disposal of cla
rules - were that land was t

The Sighr Tract exceptional.

Objection to Waste Land Rules.

areas were sold to Kurop
they were never popular an
exceeded 830 acres in any one year, an
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might soon be useful either for_exten.?ioﬁ of cultivation or for sale to other persons; for, in order , n ‘ -
\ to avoid the risks and inconvenience inseparable from applications under the Waste Land Rules, : was cousidered that it would not be possible to strictly apply the rules alluded to above
) planters had now begun to apply to native land-owners ruther than to Government for such land : \ in dealing with excess without a completed re-survey of the district, as excess was almost -
as they required, and the more frequently wlen Goverument begun to refuse applications Yor forest ' S upiversal and was very often quite unobjectionable. Those rules were, therofors, held in Y
. land, which is the only kind suitable for coﬁee-plunh{)g. ‘ S . T abeyance. Greater Jatitude was given to the settling officer, and advantage was taken of the
22. It is true Baddgas,mrely had land in localities suitablo for coffee-planters, but then ‘ ‘ Oggﬁztuulgigy to re-organize and improve the land l'e‘l’enue’a.dmimstra,tmn o many other
Malpracticos at Survey. there was nothing to fix the position of the \ P " . . . . . .
X tho p on excopt the o 1 tl} lan?st hshown in thleir puttlas. No one, in fact, ‘ 26. The foregoing sketch explains the necesm:g Whl'dt emsi_te(li ftorba, settlltem'iit zﬁd %ldl(]}jtes *
new the pos ept woersiand the men of their own village. 1t was ensy to make . p e’ € poinis mainly to be dealt with. Mr. Puckle’s .
an arrangement by which they should all agree to say that the luﬁd was in a ce{tuin spot ! - Modus operandi of Sottloment. leteer to the Board of Revenue and his instruc- *
which had been fixed upon as suitable for a coffee or other plantation. The subordinate o tions to the settling officer, which were approved in &.0., No. 453, dated 16th March 1881, deal

officials of both the Revenue and Survey Departments were poor and easily open to per-

i i ; : ith those points in detail. The following is a brief sketch of the modus operandi adopted at the
suasion. Indeed. in many cases, they either obtained, or intended to obtain, Jand in this way wi osep ©

\ - : i ttlement : —
themselves. Little by little the Practice, which had begun in fear and trembling, grew with impu- 5 ivision, was sub-divided icto villages of convenient size for adminis-
nity into a regular system and embraced large areas in its operation. Owinbg to the existence ) (1) Eﬂi&ﬂg@g’ Oirggl:swg’a?uﬁl or well known bmmda%ies being adopted as far as possible,
of the Irulas and Kurumbas of the Jungle, it was often possi{:le to find small patches of Jand T and dug) recard being paid to area, population, revenue and such like matters. The
which had once been cleared in the midst of the virgin forest, and this lent color to the mis- o four nds were thusosplit up into thirty-six villages, the names and areas of which
appropriations, and it was always easy to assert that small, poor forest was, in reality, secondary vl are given in Statement I attached to this report. ‘
growth and had once been cleared. Many thousands of acres of Government land (grass scrub &

(2) A map of the village was then obtained from the survey department and the felds

ard virgin forest) were thu, i ; , / .
g ) 8 claimed and demarcated as private property. It was not uncommon | were numbered consecutively.

to claint a couple of hundred acres of forest or scrub under a f ! ‘ . ; i i i
: . : , putta for half-a-dozen aer €8 o . ‘ ; d the survey registers rolating to the lands in the village, a subor-
olrdmary land in some distant village. In one case I remember 1,000 acres on the Iulikal D 3 ngilnﬁzfal;psg:t to the villgge,band, with the assistanee of the revenue%ﬁieials, he
slopes were claimed under a putta for 1 bullah (3+52 acres), _ - . mado & preliminary inquiry into all matters in dispute connected with the survey
. . or settlement, and with the registration of transfers of puttas, applications for

23. _Ong to the position of the subordinate Revonue and Survey officials, as already

Not noticed untal 1878, . noticed, and the pmgcit_v of superior gffieux's,

to noti til : . this state of aflairs did not come prominently

0 notice until the complete survey registers began to come in and puttas were under preparation

for the areas as ascertained by survey, Indeed, puttas for the three Settlements and for Merka-

ndd were issued in, or prior to, 1878 without much notice having becn taken of the excess lands

included by survey with the private heldings, 1ln that year, however, Colonel Cloete and

Mr, B?‘TIOW g:)t Information of the state of aflairs, and several reports were written, which are

embodied 10 G.0., No. 793, dated 5th April 1879. This orderlaid down certain general rules for
dealing with all cases of excess, and some few were settled in accordance with_its principles.

land, improper inclusion of forests in Iz_rivate holdings, statistics of cultivatiou,_ &e.

(4) On his return to office he reported particulars of each matter to me and received
orders on doubtful cases which requu'e_ad no mspechqn of the land or further
inquiry. The matters requiring inspmtmn_ or fur.ther inquiry were noted _})y e,
and then the village was inspacted by me in detail. Grants of land applied for
under Settlement Rules 10 and 16 were disposed of, or, if necessary, reported to
the Collector or Government. Village grazing lands were selected and set apart
under Rule 11. Reserves for roads, streams, swamps and forests, not previously

made, were selocted and recorded. Lands ,“available for sale” under Rule
13 were also selected ond recorded. Lists of new demarcations required, owing
" either to omissions or errors in the original surveys, were prepared, and the
necessary detailed orders were sent fo the Survey officer for execution. Gov-

‘ ernment lands claimed without title were inspected and the necessity (or other-

J wise) of resisting the claim was considered. 'Where valuable forests were included
in private holdings the rights of Government were asserted, and where large excess
areas were included and there appearel no objection to the occupation: of lands, a
puita was issued on such terms as to future assessment and payment of arrears
or penalty as was considered reasonabie, the Collector being consulted in all im-
portant cases, Inam lands were dealt with in accordance with (0., No. 212,

‘ebruary 1884. . .

) Al {lzﬁzdail)g)t;’l; ¥ oints lg;,ving been settled, and tho new ?urve;(ris h}al.nqg been malde, 1a.
general register of all the lands in tb> village was framed, showing not only all
private holdings with the area, rate ol assessment and total assessment payable
thereon and the tenure on which hel¢, but also showing all Government lands
ranged under their appropriste heads as reserved forest, swamp, road, stream,
grazing ground, * available for sale, ” &o. Thedistinction between lands registered

+ in the Collector’s office and in the Uurn:m’s was.a.bohghed, and a// the lands (includ-
ing many which had previously escaped registration altogether) were entered
in the one village register. ‘

’ (6) Brief descriptive xiemoxrs of each importnt estate (Settlement Rule V) were then

B SO U
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24. The state of the revenuo accounts also and of the village establishment required revi-
sion. There were no revenue villages, for the
old néds (sometimes called villages), more pro-
Eerly corresponded to taluks or divisions, Tédandd alone contains 217,000 acres. There were
ardly any vﬂlug? establishments, and such gs existed were miserably remunerated. Scarcely a
eadman m the distriot could read, and the land revenue accounts of all lands, except those in the
quit-rent and plantation registers, were supposed to be kept by four Curnams paid about Iis, 3
per mensem each. Asa fact, it may bo said that no accounts were kept except the Chittah (Indi-
Exd;ml L(;s({)ger)h and Some 1mperfect collection aceounts. Many of the original accounts had been
.9:, roy et b yt 3 Peasoug Interested after the revelations of 1878, with a view to hinder the prose= .
zlfl 113)1111:0 e:x; o]r etm « The quit-ront and plantation registers, which related mostly to the lands
Otfics arx)ld as&t f{::&ilorf to lands in Coonoor and Ootacamund, were kept in the Commissioner’s
‘ Sttere whin o3 10T assessment werg glso issued from his office, much of his time was spent
y dthOIIV% on the Talsildars. It often happened, too, that,
: ¥ the Curnam and the Commissioner, land escaped registra-
%?grga:gr:s;?zgi‘;g laI:Og_eiher. Each offico thought that the land was in the othgr’s rcivister.
which any lang. e hecl’gxs eés for fixed areas, nor did the registers usuo.llg state the tenure on
restricted puttas, of which th ome lands were ordinary putta lands. Others were held on
and (3) Trulas, ’Other lang or6 were three classes :—those issued to (1) Europeans, (2) Todas, A
tas or under ninclyoniss 8 were held under Waste Land Rules, deeds, or under permanent put- prepared in communication with the proprietors. . - .
quit-rent land. DOt};l K onyiaars leases, or (in Wellington) fifty years’ leases. There were also . (7) From the general register the chittah (or individual ledger) was prepared, showing
special deods or terms, 1 €ase, and free-holds and firewood allotments, and lands held on ' for each land-ownor in the village the several lands held by bim, aud he was fur.
tﬁat the registers shoyld ba such & multiplicity of titles it fs easy to see how important it is - nished with & copy of this, under the name of the settloment rough putta, and
gisters should be clear ang well kept. . asked to bring to notice any errors or emissions within a fixed time.
. (8) After all appeals had been heard, the mays and rep;ister.s were ﬁl}ally revi‘sed, abstract
‘ statements prepared, a descriptive menoir and register in diglott written up and

State of the Revenue Acecounts,
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25. The superior staff of the district ilt;d, however, been recently réduced, though the work

}
Bpecial Settleniont Officor appointed 18], of the district had enormously increased with ; f sent to be printed with an eye sketch (Settlement Rule IV) of the village bound
Ouchterl, 1ts general development, the addition of the ‘ T - up with the register. . ‘ .
* m,fing 2:1% v(f;gsgozﬁd isn %“t}.;'l.g"‘“ Wynaad, and the rush causedrby sp’eculatiou in the golld . Dy i (9) The Ir)nap of the village, numbered to cowespond with the register, and repared on
scrutinize the survey re ist comes. It was, thereforb, impossible for the Commissioner to ¥ : the scale 16 inches = 1 mile, was t}{en sent to the Survey office to be ithographed
or superior revey u); 8%1 b 91(‘18_ Ol‘tcarry out the orders of Government, and he had no assistant Lo and sold to the publie, The memoir and register, on being printed, was also made
absolutely necessar to ordinate to whom the work could be delegated, It thus became v available for sale to the public and wassupplied, with a copy of the map, to all the '
J %o appoint & epecial officer to examine and yevise the registers, 1t | " publio offices of the district, : ‘ :
! ’ ’ ‘
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27. The memoir and register, as printed,
contain for each village the deowmg matters:—
(1) A mnote as to the situation and boundaries |
(2) A statement of the arens included, '

(3) Some statistics of demarcation marks,

(4) Some statistics of the population, number of houses
(g) ) 2 smttmifnt'Of the area actually cultivated with va’rious kinds of crops.

(7; A go o8 ;)_wmg the total iucreass of assessment by the settloment accounts.

( eseriptive memoir of each Imyortant estate, showing its position, the lands included

in it, the history of their ge uisiti i
and present owners and the gss::;sltflléil:.he Freas of the oropo eultivated, the former

(8) A list of all demarcated and reserved forests,

Contents of Settloment Register and Memoir,

of puttas and of cattlo.

.

© A if any. - :
9) A similar List of a]l demarcated and
o4 °d and reserve swamps.
(10), 1:())1;%21 e{e sketch of the village indicating its boundaries and the chief hamlets,
(i1 T 8 Il'efsimlls’ estates, and grazing grounds in it.
nsgesez:nt eld register, showing tEe number and name of each field, its rate of
s to oo énﬁgfa and tota] Jassessment, and the name of the owner, with remarks
" Anwl}x)ioh ol rcsei:;i . which it is held, or, if Governzgent reserve, the purpose for
abstract showing the areag cccupied as free-hold or subject to each rate of assesse

ment, the grants made at setfl i i
X tlement, the various areas reserved as forest, grazin
ground, &e., and the areas available ’for sale, &e. ' ¢ g

28. Tl.“?se accurate and elaborate registers and accounts would lose much, of their value
Revision of the Village Establishments, unlgss arrangements were made to revise them

date, T . each year and keep the current accounts up to
b hos been noted ﬂg:mgllﬁ dlfsleclt hgd oomple{ely outgrow}r)l the subordinate establri)sh-
village establ; . 01 1ts land revenue and cognate affuirs. In fact no adequale
scher%e foribifv%giggtzfiimeg' I therqfow, at the Colleot?)r’s requost, drew up a oom%lete
tion by the Government N Eluage establishments. This was sunctioned with but little alterae
might suitably be a oi’ta; I, then, at the Collector’s request, submitted lists of persons who
full operation and fgf thn }’i to the various offices (over 100 in number). The scheme is now in
ftrrangements regardin E . lfSt time in the history of the district it may be considered that the
for their pay has bsen g 0 Gbstaﬂ' of village officials aro .on & satisfactory footing. IProvision
of Act IV of 1864, oxt mcsies Y the introduction of the Village Service Cess under the authority
small extent frOm’ t‘h en by Act I of 1883, specially passed in that behalf, and also, to a
’ © proceeds of the inem lands previously. assigned for the purpose The

o usted with the collection of all the land revenue, the Collector’s

at-portion of the work which had hitherto devolved on it. :

29. Some of the operations enumery

Grants at Settiement.

with their position and areas, and names,

oflice being relieved of

ted in paragraph 26 above are of such importance as to
require some further notice. The grant of land
Rules 10 and 16, is ong of the ) at settlement, in accordance with Settlement
anything else to render the g ttlln(m Important foatures of the settloment and has done more than
examination of the work; cttiemont generally acoeptable to the people of the district. A full
profitable to Governme;tlig Ofnthese rules and tho proof that tg
n G.0., No. 1205, dateq 285:8 88 agreeablo to the people is contained in the apers recorded
assessment, payable theges o e{:temb.er 1883, The areas granted in each vi lage, with the
made to estates, at Rg, 9 pe’r © 8hown in Btatement No I, attached to this report. e grants
grants made to mnatiye puttadacre! amounted to 407538 acros, assessed at Rs. 8,150-12-1." The
Rs. 2,785-4.2, The otal marts » 8¢ As. 10 per acro, amounted to 4376°13 acres, assessed at
fl_he grants thus m . Brants wero, therofore, 8451-51 acres assessed at Rs. 10,886-0-3.
sicteen years, The illreas sold under the Waste Land Rules during the past
962 acres. Every individuga] © grents was 9€0, and the average area of each grant was
forest and was otherwise free fr{g::ntb?.as. -spected by me in person to sce that it included no
the past bistory of the district to beoalj):ﬁ:;:zl.y x';l;f;;:slt;:;cuution, though laburious, was shown by
80. Great attent; : . . |
ention wog pad to the xcgwtrafion of blocks of forest es reserved, and, where
ed £ Forcata, , ‘ it aplpenred likely that grass lands between,
required for r ; . . or adjoining, forest Llocks were likely to b
under Act V g;e i‘é%gol}],}t{]}fz ;em registered umordijngly ]g):‘ll(i)ill‘f; ﬁuzi :e;:x-tri(:mlo(f };‘esgrveg
ﬁg’isterﬂfas demarcated and TGSB(;’IV"?(; z;hz::;t o5 pumbor of fields which aro shows in the
uny of th X ) . 18
wve been si;eurﬁ;g]l;' ({10(;::':\91-{ are contiguous to each otbher, though for varions reasons they
would sppear from consid rtqu ed. Thus ho area of ench block of forest is mneh laraor than
eration of the wrerage sizo of euch fiold registered as reserved forest.

eir agplication is financially -

1,243, and the total arca is 51,492-79 acres.
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: ” ol were sent to the Forest Officer on the completion of the
ﬂléatl:ls:n: lzft%ﬁelﬁﬁ;g?; r;;mxtr?l!i?::;es with large tracts of unsurveyed forest a§d waste, the
forests were not separately entered in the registers, as there was no means of defining them,
nor was there any advantage in attempting to do so pending selection and demarcation by the
Forest officers under Act V of 1882. Such tracts, therefore, are not ‘mclude{i in the above
figures. Statement No. 4 shows the domarcated areas reserved in each village.

: . : t Rules 11 and 12, village grazing grounds were also selocted
31. As required by Sottlemen and set apart in each village according to its

. requiremgbnts and the area still available for

" lock selected was personally inspected by me. Altogether 319 blocks were so
thlgicgr;baosf Acres 24061%4. If the Government reserves for Todas’ cattle (1890-74
swamps (1842:02 acres), and the recreation and grazing grounds of Ootaca-
d, the total permanently demarcated as pasture land amounts to

Village and other drazing Lm}ds.

the plupose:
set apart, wi
acres), the reserved

579-44 acres) be adde man
?2%?7%&1 acres for the 36,746 cattle of the district, or nearly one acre per head.

ual occupation, and in the villages with large unsurveyed tracts grazing lands

fully selected pending the final selection of forest Teserves. There 1s thus
more than enough grazing land for all wants for years to come in the district as a whole, though
in certain localities the want of pasturage is keenly felt owing to the extension of population and
oultivation. 'The area demarcated as village grazing land in each village is shown in statement

No. 4. ‘
- ted areas available for sale in each village. They are
32. Tho statement shows the demarca < 859 blocks in all and aggregate 18366-40 Zeres.
Lands “available for salo.” _ The reserved lands in Ootacamund and Coonoor
stered as © Government waste”” not as * available for sale,” since Government has
d stringent restrictions on the disposal of such lands even under the Waste Land
Rules.” Suchlands are 132 in number with an ares of €68:02 acres. Lands available in the
unsurveyed tracts are not included in the above, since there is no means of defining them. Each
block entered as available for sale was inspected by me In person to ascertain that no objection

existed to such clagsiﬁcation. ) .

pending their grad
have not yet been

are simply regi

33. As'many as 248 estates have been separately described in the memoirs. The area of

. these estates is 41415:36 acres and the assesse
ment Rs. 40,565-11-0, "

. 34. The registration of transfers of ownership had from various causes begn much neglectec.l,
# : and, in consequence, the registers of owners did

"Estates.

3

Transfers of Puttas. A

facts. - Much inconvenience to the Revenue officers and to the land-owners was the result, and
collections were impeded. At sottlement nearly 3,600 transfers were registered and the accounts
of ownership were thus rendered much more accurate than they have hitherto been. ;,ge’\
35. Statement No. I shows the increase in the occupied area and assessment of the district
o - L due to survey and settlement. Puttas for the
Increaso in Ocoupied Arca and Financial Rosults. survey areas in Merkunad and in the three
settlements of Ootacamund, Coonoor and Kétagiri were issued by the Collector prior to settle-
meut, and it has not, in consequence of the state of the revenue accounts beforq settlement, Leen
racticable to show the results for each village of Merkunad separately, but this has been . done
in all the other villages. Looking at the totals, it will be seen that the accounts prior to survey
and settlomaont show onily "64150-23 acres as occupied, with an assessment of Rs. 33,632-7.7;
while according to the settlement accounts the oecuple.d area (excluding free-holds) is 126941-93
acres, assessed at R, 83,045-9-6, Of this enormous increase, however, 8451'51 acres, assessed
at Rs. 10,886-0-3, is due to new grants made at settlement, and 5901-55 acres, assessed at
Rs. 5,699-11-11, is due to sales under the Waste Land Rules and gold mining grants made
during the course of survey und settlement and which of course are not due tothose operations.
"Deducting these items from the total increase, we find that the net increase revealed by the survey
and settlement of the district is 4843864 acres, assessed at Rs._ 34,927-5-9, . .
The increase in occupation is 75'5 per cent., and is mainly due to the existence of the
“ Bhurty ” privilege (see paragraphs 8, 9, 14 anc 21) and the practical recognition at survey
of claims under it, and to the illicit extension of the privilege and the malpractices (see para-
graph 22) which took place under its shadow. It is also due, in a smaller degree, to excess
demarcations in Todamunds and fo the registration of lands previously omitted altogether from
the revenue accounts. - The increase in assessment i8103-8 per cent., and is due to the same causes,
‘and the operation of Settlement Rule 18 in regard to frandulent misappropriations of land, and
to the introduction of puttas into Kinnakorai village in place of the “ Eriddu Kothu Kady
system (paragraph 15) previously in forcé, and to ome small revisions sanctioned - in regard to
"old rates of assessment containing fractions of an anna. If the grants made at settlement be
added, the total increase due to survey and settlement is 56890-15 acres, assessod at Rs, 45,813-6-0
and the percentages of increase are raised to 88-7 and 136-2, respectively. A | ’

s

It must be ’
noted that the areas registered as “available for sale ” (18366:40 acres) are used as pasture -

not at all generally correspond with the actual

PR ) St

e



lands newly granted at settlement.

‘fixed on the grants at settlement should not be altered for a

.

10 o '
J _ Bostp or Revexve, 10t Magrcy 1883, No. 805,

36. Where the increase in the assebsment is go great, it is natural to turn to the table of

Average Rate,of Assessment of all Lands, rates in force and to inquire whether the prosent

Toree ) ) rates are excessive. i

:239 g(ﬂlslfeiiofgfg:;a&cin. %ﬁ:mg all the lands in the district t;;:?‘lherS&;e&%n:hI;o%}i ctf;letrl:tms
e s 108 pies g;. - 1@3 l;ggexlrg:, ;ncludes the house-sites in f.ile towns of Ootacfimufg
Rs. 5 per acre, and all the estates, lease lal'ldsl'l)grozg;z’mgnddthe Coomon s, tsossed at
which include all the higher rates of assessment. -

'
A

Sﬁtut?;?'ﬂ;l;heﬂiaﬁldfrﬁ)egg by the Ba.dagas,. Kotas, Irulas, Kurumbas and Todas, who al
» are assessed without exception at the low- rates sanctioned (1?:119 1%0(;12.

and which vary from 10 annas to 2 aupas,

ing the new grants made at settlement, is only a fra?q n oves s ssessment on theso lands, exelud-

with which these tribes sought for settlement grants at th

+ Average Rate of Assessment on Lands of Hill Tribes

was in former times as much as the Tory coulzt fﬁ%ﬂg&: ber acre, and remarked that this, * which

circuﬁs}z?ttzﬁs of thef people, little more thay g quit-rent,”

er pro i it wi . l

by Jurther sdugedwif: ;zﬁugﬁd, 1t will be found in the fact that, fhough the settlement rates

b e ntroduced fn ench aé;-et on the completion of itg settlement, the area relinquished
past three years, and no less than 188 acres of this CODS?St:d of

38. If then these rates are so moderate and have n

, - No turther Revision of ; 3
of Rates required. | the century, the question at oncesuggests itself :

Sﬁ}énff V&til f\?ﬁ; ggsesit;o& ;t l::ést be' distinotly bo?nl;gg; ﬁ?z}l’dng:: ?feigvﬁﬁd e ilxamreased / 1I -
of soils and an adjustment ofe?;tand- bechnical sense of the term, with a Ec;:;l‘;,‘i};io efn a"fisettff "
soil. The settlement of Major Mels, 1 occordance with the productive ca b'Ii.i'iLSSI (;a 1}(1n
obviously very rough gnd rg . cLieod in 1800.1, indeed, professed to b pablities of the
oocupiod, My, Great's tpo. 1?1 yta,nd referred, at best, to only a small ait sufch,h but it was
rates. The object was to aboliesxllx t%fe ‘I‘Sgilpxéoi;?ssed to bo rather settlemlént Oof :r:a:‘rt%z:():;
rough and ready way, on 4l rates, 5o ag to’gog:n ps}’stem and to make a" general reduction, in a

privilege. The present settlement ensate tho hillmen for the loss of thei i
h ut, foo, proceeds on th 088 of their andient
a8 made no attempt at g general class’iﬁcabion of soils.e 13Iz‘Llsl‘ZaB (;fes?il:n ?:Lgvfett}lxssessm}intsé] an.d
or such a classi-

ﬁC{LtiO i i y
1 18 NOwW requlred or Would pﬁ: for the cost, Of ma.king‘ it. I tmst I Shﬂ«ll b ed if

with my experience of the district :
and probably will tet, 1 record my decided opinion that it 3 -
the nll)ost > ath heldngg (Il)greiped_xeut for many " years to coI;ne. Th%t Ltu;:e nOtlat}?msent required
pecial leases or deeds which cannot be interfevrita(i1 ;ilghlang‘?] 7 {or
. o rates

ment on the estates py t least thi \
contained large ares SP O‘%"l“l}a;:grig;zt%adf;gas, Kurumbas and Irulis, lzli%sgsiﬁoutlszcz%&iz
these cases, and in lands held without al::; tizrongfully meinded with the estate at survey. 'P In

‘fixed. As regards the lands held by the na tivz tIz)qri)%z to settlement, an appropriate rate has been

annas per acre, it is, in my o inion, sufficient. oll | though the rate is only a little over six
]

that thounrh the » A hin 8 consid

o g o s per e o s . o TS D emtord
never réally abolished unIéilyth(;r ‘;111 the land in their occupation, The « B u:t’yvy’l 1 t.ht_alse tribes
made by the hillmen will be 1 rvey and settlement, and the fofqs payments h&;r;:fltgfiowﬁz

they do, and for many lon oy double the total hitherto paid b T
. , ¢ y them. T
each year, leaving theyrest %aﬁ':;rs Trost certainly will, cultivate only a Portion'hsfizflc:i}tﬁgi(;ililg

oy o to recoverits fertilit
ol n)]rost do‘;ﬁ) 1eeci vis:ch %ﬁgrats:elgs mugh greater than the éyv,eizgzei;?: oisi%s:rﬁzﬁign'
eultivatod potinr. ment on the fallow portion has to be paid out of theg p
Inequalities of assessme
nt i
them, on the whole, to be very i:lnopoci'(t):z}:: s
inseparable from a regular settlement *

Probably it
duce of the

st, but my experience does
not lead
such as would ?ugtify the expense and ;

39. A fow words of comment on the ‘ﬁgl"res in

Statistics showing development of District,
is now fixed it. ' + capability t : .
Report of 181(;.1 1h ]%Sii’cﬁrit,‘us to I’Op.ll&tioxl_"[‘}lisx1 v{aso ;ﬁzrdtql)lven:ngeg E?il Gﬂ?oﬁsme
terlony found it to bo 17,0677 " /ard fived the populution at 4,353, Tn 1647 Oy tho Survey
was taken in 1871 and £ d th D 1866 it was believed to be 38 142, The first Xptain Ouch-
xed the population at 49,501, The com;us o.f 1881 showﬁgular census

Statement No. 3 will be of interest

the development of the district and ity 2O"\'&

increased
nt that
that it had

{

and Coonoor, and settlement grants,

9 pay, has become, under the improved

of been changed since the beginning of
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in your office. The total annual increase du
to {e

; werk occupied about one-
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1t of these increases is dl'le to the transfer of the Manaar Sloges
ut

risen to 65,691, but a small pa: 2 v
from Coimbatore in 1877, anﬁ of Kinnakorai from Malabar in 1881. All the Hill tribes,
most especially the Badagas, the chief cultivators, participate in the increase. The Todas are not

dying out, as is sometimes assumed, but have remained almost stationary for the past twenty
y‘Zarsg: The increase in the number of houses, which is now 16,114 against 13,922 in 1871, corre-
sponds with the increase in population. ‘L'he average for each house (between four and five souls)
shows that there is none of that over-crowding which so often indicates poverty. Indeed it is
unquestionable that the neat and substantial houses of the Badagas are superior, in size, cleanli-
ness and comfort, to the average houses olf1 thfdclllﬂtlvt";tors 1n é;he I(’lla:zns' “tht}:lthi %Ogg;“tm%ﬁt
i he puttas should have increased, and it now stands at 9,507. e
is natural that the mumber uf ibop since 1871, and the area actually under cultivation has risen,

‘number of cattle has almost doubled

since that date, from 49,613 acres to 60,395 acres. | ‘
i ettlement Party has been Ras. 81,369-15-8. T have no
40. T,he total espenditure on the 3 ﬁgurésyof the cost of survey of the seftled
Cost of Settlement. portion of the district, but, no doubt, they exist
e to survey and settleanent is1 shown {21'1 uf)axl'asgra%h ﬁ(’i
5 813-6-0. The penalties imposed by the Collector under settlement e 18 and the
arreur]slg.f iﬁ;ﬁ;&gn{z on la,ndI; previouslyI omitted from the accounts but reported to the Collector
by this office, amounted to nearly Rs 40,000, a sum sufficient, in itself, to pay for one-half of the
total cost'of the settlement. In considering the cost of seftlement, I also think that a deduction
of, say, one-third of my salary, from lst July 1882 to end of January 1883 and from lst May
1883 to end of September 1883, or one year in all, should be made on account of my employment
during those periods as Secretary to the Local Self-Government Committee and to the C.omnuti:,eia
appointed to prepare drafts of new Munioipal. m{d LOCB;l Fund Boards’ Bills, as this specia
third of my time during 1t’s continuance.

. : £ the survey and settlement have been detailed in paragraphs 85

41. The ﬁnaqoml result.g oL e d and 40. The general results have also been
Résumé of Results, financial and gengpnl. indicated, from time to time, in this report.

They may be summed up as follows : All private hold'ings l;a_':efbeen ;leﬁned, map%?g a?d registe(:;:ed.
1 y ; his own, and can have a plan of it for a few annas e long pending
very wan now knows his o, d landholders as to their boundaries have been settled. Large

disputes bet Government an L
Dot oot o imed, have been recovered for Government, and titles (so far as’

areas of forest, wrongfully clai

plllxttas are titles) have beez;t gran e
thys re ing their properties more vaiuable and In . .
grgntgfil (i(z)n;?iggfgr ;):ra%ns under the Settlement Rules, to their no small satisfaction and the
increase of the public revenues. The land revenue accounts have been thoroughly revised, and
efficient, village establishments have, for the first time, been org'a,mzed to keep the accounts and
‘attend to the voliection of the revenue and other cognate duties. The areas available for sale in the
domarcated portions of the district have been regwtered, 8o that both the public and the distriot
"officers can know them merely by esamining the maps and registers. 1In like manner all the lands
reserved as forest, swamp, road, stream, &o., and the arens set apart as village grazing grounds in
the demarcated portions of the district have been defined and recorded, both on the ground and in
the maps and registers.- These measures will, it is believed,both ,beneﬁt.the population of the
district and greatlby facilitate the transaction of work in the Co%lector s and in other publio pflilicis.
I trust that the results of the survey and settlement, both finaneial and general, may meet with the

’approval of Government. .

tod for the areas admitted at settlement to belong to claimants,
ore marketable, Considerable areas have been

: i ; umber of new demareations and surveys were necessary,
42. During tho settlement a la.;‘ge " and, in examining alleged titles to estates, 1t
was often necessary to obtain old maps aud

necessity of constantly applying to the survey officer
er the uzlesom); enough) met with the most prompt and

‘Aid given by Survey Officer.

survey records. I was, therefore, und
for assistance. All my demands (often tro
courteous response from Colonel C. A. Liardet, the De
18 subordinates, . .
T ; rously and willingly, under circumstances suffi-
 43. My own subordinates worked mogt mdus%'ilgxllltlyyrl trying. '.ig“h);’ field hands suffered much
Sarvices[of Subordinatos. from fever and other effects of climatic exposure.

ublic service owing to broken health, and all

One died at his post. Another had to resign the p
suffered more or less. The Supervisors, T. Seshaich

laborious duties most efficiently. :

: Ambil Narayana Iyengar, the English Head Cler

;Yerforming all works entrusted to him, has been of the glr
. trust that you will be able to give Iqu}n sm;ableil Pr({mot::: ‘tﬂ;‘oﬁ
by th 3 Officer. have much pleasure, 100, 1 ) | .

g’,yvonetf ?ggsﬁyb:}tltgegl:ffgctor,z Iead Clerk, 8. Ramasami Tyer, 1tn f}{eahng with th(i old quit-rent

lands of Oytacamund and Coonoor, a most intricate and difficult task.

k, by his quickness and intelligence in
eatest possible assistance to me, and
n his services are 20 longer required

puty Superintendent of Revenue Survey, and

and C. Kristnama Charry, performed their

in acknowledging the great aid -
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Endorsemént by W. WILSON, Esq., Director of Revenue Settloment and Agn-
° culture, dated 15th December 1884, No. 3544, '

Submitted to Government through the Board of Revenue,

2. The Director fully endorses the Collector’s remarks regarding the value of the
settlement and the admirable manner in wh'oh it has been conducted by Mr. Benson.

- 3. The work was begun on the Ist April 1881 and was completed on the 31st
October 1884. Tt was originally estimated that it would be completed in two years ;
it actually oecupied three-years-and-a-half. The original estimate was, considering the
difficulty of much of Mr. Benson’s task, requiring as it did much patience and tact,
probably too sanguine, but the settlement would have in all likelihood been completed
much earlier, but for Mr. Benson’s employment in addition to his settlement duties as

Secretary to the Committee on Local Self-Governmeat and in connection with the draft
of the new Local Fund and Maunicipal Acts, .

4. Mr. Benson’s report will hardly bear condensation, but the financial results of
the settlement are briefly these:—The recorded area of occupation has been raised from

Acres 64,150 to Acres 126,942, or by 98 per cent. d th . 83,632
to Rs. 85,,045, or by 153 per cent, yJop y and the assessment from Rs. 33,

5. The cost of the operations has been for demareati d ‘ 801
gnd for settlement, Rs. 86,793, or Rs, 8:83,, 594 inH:ﬁ_ca lon and survey, Ra. 7,96,801,

6. Mr. Benson Ssuggests that a portion of his salary for the time tli t he was
employed on the additional duties noted above shoulq be credited to the settletyent, but
no adjustment of the kind seems callog for, . ,

———

ResoruTIoN— dated 10th March 1885, No. 805.

L]

2. In the report forwarded by the Director, Mr. Benson, after giving ¢ prief
sketch of the several attempts made from time to time to systematize the settlem, ¢ of

the various kinds of holdings on the N flgiris, proceeds to afford full informa o’ in

. regard to the instructions under which his operations in the district were com nced

in 1881, the manner in which they have been carried out. and the general restpy of
his work, .

8. Financially the outcome, as stated by 't_he Director, is an increase i

" ° amount of the annual assessment of
* Before settlement... ., . 33Rg:32 Is. 51,413, or 153 per cent. ; \thle the
Atpresent.. .. . g8suys Tecorded t area of occupation is incre sed
; o ! by 62,792 acres, or 98 per cent, Mr.Een_
+ 51,413 son, !mwevcr, explaing, at paragrapht 4
—— of his report, that from these to als

Aren bet . Acs.  Acres 14,353 +, assessed at Rs. 16,4
t Pr::e n’f ;rref; settlement .., | 64,150 ghould be deducted as not properly ap or
Cot e 126,042 taining to the result of scttlement opd

tions proper. Omitting these areas

2 . . !
‘ + en net increase is Acres 408,439, asscssed I:Z
' Acs, rs.  Rs. 34,927,  Asthe cost of the settlem ot
:IVQVbWt Betltlegmntlgmntfi 8451'51 10,836 (exclusive of any part of Mr. Bensof ,
aste land sales an | salary) is Rs. 8,83,604, the result{.
mining grants .. 590155 5,600 equivalent toa rate of interest of 3-9 fyi°

——— - . or
Total ... 1435306 16436 ©C0% on the outlay. At the same t”“"@‘iit

4

H

|

should not be lost sight of that consid )

able arcas were formerly, excluded fro
the taxable extent of holdings, on the ground that they were uncultivablo slabs I}.
rock, Such unprofitable patches were provided for i, Rules 85 and 86, of the Madr®
Revenue Survey Manual, 1874, and treated on those principles in the Coimbato fs
Revenue Settlement Report, No. 237-104, dated Ist September 1875, page 36, pa ’e
graph 8 ; but no allusion is made thercto in Mr. Puckle’s rules in G.0., of 16th Mar 111
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L]

1881, No. 453, or in Mr. Benson’s report under review, though the inclusion of all’
such unprofitable patches, without allowance either for area or qualify of soil, must

“ have been an important factor in contributing to swell ‘the areas and assessment to

nearly double what they were before. 5 _ |
' 4. The settlement which has now been completed has been conducted, not upon

: the usual method of classification of soils
*G.0, dated 16th March 1881, No. 453. -3 ™0 e oo to their power of produc-
tion, but under rules drawn up by Mr. R. K. Puckle and approved by Government * as
well adapted to the circumstances of the Nilgiris. Towards the close of his report,
Mr. Benson, after explaining the effect of the present settlement’ upon the assessment
payable by the land-holders, offers his opinion (page 38) regardmg the introduc-
tion of a more scientific settlement at some fgtu're date. He gives reasons for
considering that the present settlement should remain in force for thirty years at least,
and in this opinion the Board entirely concur. As pointed out by Mr. Benson, the
more valuable lands are for the most part held on special leases or grants, and while
the holdings of the hill tribes have been re-assessed nominally at the same average rate

' (6 annas an acre) as before settlement, the effect of re-assessment in this case, by

necessitating . payment for every acre held, will be greatly to enhunce the amount

heretofore paid by these tribes, R L ]
5. The Board agree with the Collector and the Director in their opinion regarding. ‘

the satisfactory character of Mr. Benson’s work.
‘ (True Copies and Extract.)

(Signed) E. GIBSON,
R Secretary.

»

To the Secretary to Government, Revenuo Department. ‘

i Settlement and Agriculture,
* Copy to the Director of Revenue Le
: (,J})y ,» Collector of Nilgiris. -
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Proceedings, 10¢4 Jl[arc}z 1885, No. 805.

Submitting to Government, with re’murks, ‘
report of Mr. Benson, Special Assistant Collec-
tor, on the results of the retenwe seftlement
of the Niigiri portion of  district ordered in
G.0., No. 1345, dated 16th October 1880.
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1881, No. 453, or in Mr. Benson’s repd '+ review, though the inclusion of &l

such unprofitable patches, without allow
have been an important factor in contnba .swell the areas and assessment to

nearly double what they were before, ;o >
4. The settlement which has now been

* G.0., dated 16th March 1881, No. 453, >
tion, but under rules drawn up by Mr.R. K,

I A

ted has been conducted, not upon
al method of classification of soils
sference to their power of produc-
e and approved by Government * as
»  Towards the close of his report,
Mr. Benson, after explaining the effect of t. oresent settlement upon the assessment
payable by the land-holders, offers hi ™ onr (page 38) regarding the introdue-
tion of a more scientific settlement a. e future date. He gives reasons for
considering that the present settlement sh:  remain in force for thirty years at least,
and in this opinion the Board entirely co. .. As pointed out by Mr. Benson, the
more valuable lands are for the most part 1  on special leases or grants, and while
the holdings of the hill tribes have beenre-a .ed nominally at the same average rate
(6 annas an acre) as before settlement, thi, ‘ect of re-assessment in this case, by
necessitating pa{ment for every acre held,* { be greatly to enhance the amount
beretofore paid by these tribes.” C : :
5. The Board agree with the Collector
ing the satisfactory character of Mr. Bensor k.
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; Bubmitting to Government, with remarks,
¢« Teport of Mr. Bensoy, 8pecial Assmtnnt Collec-
tor, on the results %f the revenue setilement
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: of the Nilgiri portion of district ordered in . .
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