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L Reap—the following paper i o o : i
' N L From 1L G. TURNER, Esq., Agent to the Governor, Vizagapatain', to the Chief : L i
A : oo Secretary to Government, dated Vizagapatam, 92nd May 1885, No. 660. RN o *’1_ i B
. ' . :; ! - With reference to Bill No. b of 1834 ‘to consolidate and amend the Abkdri law . | P }
B ¢ . - of the Presidency of Madras, I'have the honcr to make the following observations. = - ”i
I " 2. Section 1, clause 2, extends the Act to the whole of the Madras Presidency, and. - o
h - section .3 repeals the existing enactments jn all their entirety.. The Bil}, when it o
o ‘ becomes law, will.therefore be applicable to the scheduled districts. S o 4
3 3. Again, section 4 of the Bill contemplates the .Withdrawal‘of the powers of " ‘ 5
' Collectors in respect of the Abkirirevenue, aud the placing of them in the hands of the - g
| . ‘ Commissioner of Excise, oF of any other officer €8pect lly appointed under clause 6. “*
o 4. Thus, in the Agency tracts, the control of the Abkar a(}ministration might be
) ’ o vested in an officer other than the Agent to the Governor. _This, I beg to submit, is
, : , opposed to, and subversive of the principle and policy on Wplch the Agency tracts were . - %
b : _constituted under Act XXIV of 1839, viz., the concentration of all authority—civil, .~ .
a . . criminal, revenue, and police—in one officer, the Collector, to be henceforth called the - . ERRR
oY ~~ Agont to the Governoh so that his power in those tracts might be general, complete, . v
and undivided. _ : : | - k
. 5. Act XXIV of 1839, and the rules subsequently drawn up by Government and " Bt
revised by them somo four or five years ago, Wereé all framed so as to keep this object S Rz
of centralising all authority in the Agent prominently in the position that it was -~ - LR
Now this concentration of authority in one officer o 8 =;

" jntended to occupy from the first.
oposed transfer of control over the-Abkdri adminds-

must fall to the ground, if the pr
tration be carried outy, and such a measure would be a reversal of the policy of
i Government. * 7 T o -t
o ‘ 6. The Agent is looked to for the preservation of peace and orderin the Agency,
' . . and I d ~ot know how he can do. this, unless his authority 18 complete, which 1t
) - ~ could not ve, if he be deprived of control over a branch of ‘the administration. Ile -

T - can have no control over the officers ad.ministering the A.bkéri revenue, or over the
‘ Abkéri preventive cstablishment, which the Commissioner probably proposes to -
enfertain when'he takes effective charge of the department. , : :

7. The Government are aware that the late Rumpa disturbances had their t;;'igin I

. i | in the endcavours made to extend to the hill tracts the Abkdri system in force in the
, P low country. The calt law extends to the Ageney tracts, owing probably to an )

wversight at the time of framing th© : nf
yofa different . action an ghrected that its provisions should not be enforced
Jder is possible i regard to salt revenue, for there -are no salt

and all the salt required - for consumption there is

Ly e TeAS e 10
2 ‘2 i i

S

o e G TN

o by R L i e e AN e T

Sl e

' | . : necessit
| ’ ' ' there. Such an or
| ; ~producing tracts in the Agency,
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. . ' . \ . S diflerent as ‘-‘\:'::1"(1." A
: . brought from the littoral tracts of the o strict. The case s quite diflere n‘t.t e it Ly
' : - ALK The revenue from this T < than o
"W < . P4
.. “ a0 the Ageney tracts imounts to 1o le e i ‘ ”
Gunupnr and Riyagnla .. SO LIRIRTI B 80500, AN this revenue canno i :
Koraput .. .. .. oo IRy s OUURL \ct.and the eperatioit Coe
(folgonda Agency .. vo Loy eollected without an.aet, t therefore be ‘ s
evpore, Nowrangapur, and Malakan of the new Abkidri Aet canno been, There
gt .. .. .. s 20,050 suspended as the Salt -\‘_‘t h."s ); n'at every -}; S’
Tt .. Sy it Ak shop or sill in alont e 03 i "
- otal L, 808 . . wery Intine A
g « e Ce villige and almost "“r_.‘ The exishing b
‘ . . . . ~ cither tody “or arrack, Sejons hanving 4
ALkdri Act i (mly nm"m““y m ferce iy these tracte, its hard and fast provis | Jrinks. o
P Leen to g large extent relaxed,  epe Uddy and fermented beer ure Hnext l-i]u' plains. ¥
There are no restrietions of monopoly oy those beverages as there are 1n crover %
Again, every shopkeeper iy

. 1t ;
a di-\ti”l‘!‘ and wmannfactures and N”‘* 11'11!(’1'“\‘\1101- the 13
- he pleases, Though this is COLtrary to (e provisions of the Abkdn .‘x\('t ]‘l(,,.(. are no a0
a party’s license, the Practice i3 not interf . with,  Unlike in the plansy, t.l. wired for |
Testrictions us to the Irive or strength of liquor kel ;) nor is any l"m}s,lgnl-ict provis
the transport of liquor from place to Plice.  Any attempt to enferee tii-uhs(‘({“""‘ y
81003 of the new Abkdri Act would nud mbtedly tend to oppressiet, an Ghle for the
to discontent amongst the Wil peaple, and the Agent, who s r""‘l"",l']']“ efficiently
preservation of peace or order amongst these mountain tribes, “',1” l""- t { flx(‘ Abkant
to discharge this important duty if Lis control over the admiuistration ©
¢ taken away und Placed in the hands «f an independent oflicer, )
8. Under these crenmstances, T eat ot oo strongly deprecate the plf),l\‘;]d respects
o far as it affects the A geney tracts. To ohviate these ditlienltion, T ws hedule

: c Tieable to 8¢
ully suggest that (he Bill may be so medified as to make it inapplicable
districts, '

e chang®

districts

Y. This ean bo done b e wores
~ -

us defined in Act X1V of 1

{

R od
¥ the addition of the words ¢ exeept the 5 h'r(xl“ll] th
574" to the second cluuse of seelion b "\'\' of 182
: : ‘exeept in o far as it affeets the seliediled distriots o (1‘-‘““"‘.1 o "\“t]r?uq) and Act ¥
‘ to the remark in column 3 of the schedule against Act 111 of 15,“‘ (}!xu li(l-,ubl(? to the
| - of 1879 (Madras). Theso madifications will render the Bill inapplic '
scheduled tracts, and will keep the existing cnactments in foree there.

. . N ](‘"t t
10. Auother way of mecting thiy dotlieulty would be for (:ourl‘:‘" only
from exercising the Powers conferred on them by seetion 4 (which a1 i

. e
‘ 4 obviousl) $
8o far as the scheduled tracty are concerned, but the former mode 110 modification
more desirable one, and 1 therefore resprctfully beg to suggest that the T4
recommended above

) Sat N n(‘ll-
be made ip the Bill now before the Logislative Cou

— e & A8
R T oy

S st

OkbEr-—dated 20,1 June 1883, No. 16.8) Judicial.

‘ . ! e t BD‘E“‘X“
Steps will be taken' to amenq the draft Bill so as to leave the presen
Abkéri administration in the Ageney tracts undistubed.

(Trus Extract.)
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Chicf Secrelary:
To the Government Agent, Ganjan, 4 o
s 9 w Vi snpatam, y
’” W I (‘l”‘lii\'nrio
. »  Tepilative department, Lo
; »  Revenue " t
: ExL T. O'Connor,
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Abkari Bill.

T . Directing that tho draft — (No. 5 of 1684)
. . ‘ he so amended o8 to leave the present system
' ; ) of Abkéri admisistration in the Ageno;y tracts

b g undisturbed.
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