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1sr Arrin 1884, No. 461, REVE_‘\'L'E}.'

GOVERNMENT OF MADRAS.

REVENUE DEPARTMENT.

Rrap—the following.G.Q., dated 7th March 1884, Mis. No. 1002; Revenue :-—

Read—the following Despatch from the Right Ilonorable the EFEARL OF
' KIMBERLEY, Her Majesty’s Sceretary of State for India, to llis Excel-
lency the Right Honorable the Governor in Council, Fort St. George, dated
India Office, London, 7th February 1884 (Revenue No. 7) +— ‘

I have to acknowledge the receipt of the report of the Deputy Conscrvator of
Forests in charge of the Government Cinchona plantations on the Nilgiris for the official
vear 1882-83, which accompanied the letter of your Secretary in the Revenue Depart-
ment, No. 66, dated 4th December 1883. B

9. The condition of affairs exhibited in these papers (which is confirmed by the |
report of Mr. Lawson of the 10th September 1883) is far from satisfactory. Owing

mainly to the unfavorable nature of the season 1882-83, the outturn.of the year was
little more than half the crop produced in the preceding twelvemonth, while out. of the
four plantations there appears but one to which you can, for some years to come, look
with any degree of certainty for a supply of bark. TItis true thata large number of
young trees have been planted to fill the place of those which have died, but in any

circumstances some considerable period must elapse before they can be turned to account,

and during-that, interval the yicld cannot, it would appear, be other than precarious.

3. Nor can I pass without observation the system of management pursued in the.

Government plantations in the Nilgiris. Last year when commenting on the report
* Despatch, dated 31st October, No. 26. for 1§81-82’f I had occasion to r e'mark on

: . the inexpedicney of destroying’ a vast

number of Cinchona succirubra, which had been rooted up to make room for other
plants, a matter which had attracted the attention of your Excellency’s Government. 1
now learn with considerable surprise that the demand for different varieties being ex-
tremely fitful, the plants which were thus. sacrificed are at the present moment much
in request, while the species by which they were replaced is not much sought after by

the trade. In these circumstances the Deputy- Conscrvator in charge expresses his,
opinion that it will be necessary - to root up the newly planted varieties, and substitute

in their stead seedlings similar to those which were discarded during the previous
year.

4. Such a course of alternate planting and destruction must occasion much loss
of time and labor, involving a waste of money. on the part of Government, while as

regards the public the result is no less unsatisfactory, inasmuch as they will sooner or

Inter experience a difficulty in obtaining varicties to meet their requirements. I desire
that you will give special attention to this matter, and report to me the orders which
you may issue on the subject.

Order—dated 7th March 1884, Mis. No. 1092, Revenue.

Referred to the Director.of Cinchona Plantations, Botanical Gardens and Parks,
for early remarks, . '
(True Extract.)

(Signed) ~ H. E. STOKES,
‘ Secretary to Government.
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e T irector of Governmen
READ—the following Jetter from M. A, Law SON, Ixq., Dg C(-tg«lz‘unent, Revenue
inchona I’lantations, &e., Nilgiris, to the S(‘('T(_ft"")' to 1‘2 .

Cpartment, dateq Ootacamund, 17t} March 1884, No. 12:

) atch from the
I have the honor to acknowledge the reecipt of a copy of ld qélfggﬁf the accom-
eeretary of State fop India, No. 7, Levenue, dated 7th }(-bruur}'. - for remarks upon
1 o N 72, Revenue, dated 7th March 1884, 3“'““,31, 0 you that the
e despatch and, in compliance therewith, T have the honor to 1 Om: Jlantations 18
ecrease in the Bumber of Cinchyng succirubra trees on the Governmen hioon of 1882.
due to the destructiog, made amongst the Ly the severity of t{w mg d many more
A large number of treey Were dostroyed outright during that seasonf{ a hich they then
Were so Impaired In health that thev never recovered from the Shof' ‘: larce areas O
Teccived, Tp tonsequence. of thy decadence it was necessary to uproo 2
the estates and replace the old trees v ! in the former case
ach yeqar the worst Portions are either uprooted or coppiced ; and 1;1111 1 with plants ©
0d also in FYery case where the coppice fails, the vacant places are ) 2‘(0”8
Cinchong robusia or, as it 13 more ¢commonly called here, Cinchonu pubescens.
<. This Cinchong robusta is v

SN he yiei
Probably 4y hybrid between that species and  Cinchona officinalis. I{(I?l ﬂtlperi}(;r to
of alkaloids it greatly resembleg Cinclong suecirubra, but is §111‘I")5°d ?,). ] ,1 ,;”a robusia
Hat variety, Ty, reason for changing 1oy, Cinclona succirubra to I()itthe cold an
i hybrid to be much more able to stan

*¢d places thap the other. of Forests,
01 expressed by the Deputy COIlﬁ‘r‘ at(t)(r) root up the
tes, viz., « that it would be necessary hose discarde

. stitute in thogy stead scedlings similar to t 105 ut out on
the year before,” g remarks refor ¢4 4, nurseries and not to the I’hmt’hp is unfor-
the estateg, That there should be this changeableness on the part of the pub Cd money-
tunate, a4 it entails g large amount of ur?neccssary expenditure of tx_me‘ aﬂe sold ab

¢ Money, hOWever, i Y Tecovered as the next year’s scedlings ar '
Such a price g Wwill balance the loss of those thrown away.

——

ORDER\dated Ist Apri] 1884, No. 461, Revenue,

tate
I Ordered that the Secretary of S
Mlscelhneous, ‘ be addressed.
\ |

Here entep letter dated 5t1, April 1884, No. 7.)
(True Extract.)

Signed) I E. STOKES,
(Signe )Secrctary to Government.

Exd. w. 1, French,

30 Copies,
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@obt. of (1884) ¥adras.

G.0., 1st April 1884, No. 461,

. APRIL.

Government Cinchona Plantations,
 Nilgiris,
Letter ordered to be despatched to the Secre-

tary of State relative to the despatch reviewing
~ the report on the — for 1882-83,

.

REVENUE DEPARTMENT.

LETTER—

TO THE RIGHT HONORABLE
THE SECRETARY OF STATE FOR INDIA.

My Lorp,

We have the honor to acknowledge the receipt of your Lordship’s Revenue Des-
patch No. 7, of the 7th February 1884.

2. It is unfortunately beyond dis-
pute that owing to the extreme violence
of the South West Monsoon in 1882-83,
which destroyed a very large number of trees of 1882-83, the yield of the plantations
during the next few years will be materially reduced. Your Lordship will already
have observed that, according to the budget estimate for 1884-85, transmitted with our
Secretary’s letter, No. 68, dated 17th October 1883, the crop of that year is not expected
to exceed 86,000 lb., or about one-third of the yield in 1881-82, an estimate which,
so far as we are at present in a position to judge, it will probably be necessary to
repeat for 1885-86 and 1886-87. So soon, however, as the fresh plantings, which
consist very largely of the hardy and valuable hybrid varieties, are fit to bark, the
estates may be expected to advance considerably in value, not only as regards the quan-
tity but also with reference to the superior quality of the product.

Miscellaneous.

3. Adverting to the third and fourth paragraphs of your Lordship’s Despatch, we
have the honor to explain that the plants destroyed in 1881-82 were not plants
established in the plantations but mere seedlings raised in nurseries for the purpose of
sale to the general public whose taste and requirements, which are more or lesg variable,
have to be consulted. Itis useless to retain in the nurseries such varieties as are
found not to be in general demand, and they are got rid of to make room for other

~ descriptions which are likely to be in request during the next planting season.

Young trees raised in the nurseries are unfit for planting after they attain a certain size,
and if found to be unsaleable, must be removed from the nurseries, The money loss
entailed by such removal is insignificant, being little more than the cost of the seed,
which is for the most part produced in the plantations, ‘



2 : 5tH ApriL 1884, No. 7, REVENTE.

4. Under the foregoing explanation, it will be apparent to your Lordship that
the mode of qperations followed is unavoidable, and is adopted to meet the varying

requirements of the planting public and to avoid the loss which would result from
retaining unsaleable varieties in the nursery beds.

'We have the honor to be,
My Lord, .
Your Lordship’s most obedient, humble servants,

(Signed) M. E. GRANT DUFF.
(~y—)——FRED-ROBERTS-

( » ) H. E.SULLIVAN.

( » ) C.G. MASTER.

Forr 8. Grorek,

Sth April 1884,

Exdc Wl Ho Fren‘:hi
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FORT SAINT GEORGE.

REVENUE (1884) DEPARTMENT.

~ (Copy.)

LETTER to the Right Honorable
the Secretary of State for .
India.

Dated 5th April,
No. 7 of 1884.

Forwarding explanation on certain Pouilts
noticed 1n the Secretary of State’s rev. jew of the

report on the Government Cinchona Plantations
for 1882-83.
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India Office,
London, 7th February 1884.

To His BExcellency The Right Ho'nourable The Goverhor

Lo
Jrp——
pu

T At o
-

* Despatch, dated 31st October, No, 26.

in Council, Fort St. George.

-

S1R, S
Para. 1. T have to acknowledge the receipt
of the report of the Deputy Conservator of Forests
in charee of the Government Cinchona plantations
ou the Nilgiris for the official year 1882-83, which
accompanied the letter of your Secrctary in the
tevenue Department, No. 66, dated 4th December
1883.

2. The condition of affairs exhibited in these
papers, (which is confirmed by the report of Mr.
Lawson of the 10th September 1883) is far from
satisfactory. Owing mainly to the unfavourable
naturc of the season 1882-83 the outturn .or the
year was little more than half the crop produced
in the preceding twelvemonth, while out of the
- four plantations there appears but one to which you
can, for some years to come, look with any degree

. of certainty for a supply of bark. Tt is true that a

" large number of young trees have been planted to

fill the place of those which have died, but in any

circumstances some considerable period must elapse

- before they can be turned to account, and during

- that interval the yield cannot, it would appear, be’
: other than precarious.

3. Nor can I pass without observation the system
of management pursued in the Government planta-
tions in the Nilgiris. TLast year when commenting
on the report for 1881-82,* I had oceasion to re-
wark on the inexpediency of destroying a vast
number of Cinchona Succirubra, which had Deen
rooted up to wmake room for otler plants, a matter
which lad attracted the attention of your Excel-
lencyts Government. Inow learn with considerable
surprise that the demand for different varicties being
extremely fitful, the plants which were thus sacri-
ficed are at the present moment much in request,
while the species by which they were replaced is
not much sought after by the trade. In these

1 circtmstances the Deputy Conservator in charge
v exprosses his opinion that it will be necessary to
: 9408, 1.8151.
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+discarded during the previous year.

istruction must oceasion much loss of time and

sJabour, involving a waste of money on the part of |
; Government, wlhile as regards the public the resylt :
“is no less unsatisfactory, inasiuch as they will .
K v in obtaining

I desire that .
~you will give special attention to this matter, and

ay issue on |

. sooner or later experieuce a difficult
. varieties to meet theiy requirements,

“report to me the orders which you m
. the subject.

I Lave the honour to be,

Sir,

100t up the newly planted varieties, and substitute -
.in their stead scediings similar to those whicl were

4. Such a course of alternate planting and de. °

Your most obedient humble Servant,
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