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GOVERNMENT OF MADRAS.

REVENUE DEPARTMENT.

Reap—the following Despateh from the Right Hon. the EARL OF KIMBERLEY,
‘ Her Majesty’s Secretary of State for India, to His Excellency the Most
IIonorable the Governor-General of India in Council, dated India Office,

London, 29th March 1833, No. 27 (Revenue) :—

I endose a copy of a letter frgm Sir Joseph Hooker, together with g.copy of
2 % Report from Ier Majesty’s Acting Consul at .Hakodate on the Lacquey /ndustry
of Japan,” on which Sir Joseph llooker’s letter is based. &

o In the latter, Sir Joseph Ilooker points out that the Japanese lacquer

“tree 13 nob identical as was once supposed with the common Himalayan species of

Rhus, but that seeds of the Japanese tree could casily be obtained, and that there
are many parts of India in which it would grow. Its intreduction in India, where
Jacquered coods are widely manufactured, would be of the. highest utility, and Sir
Joseph Tlooker has therefore requested that both Mr.. Acting Consul Quin’s report
and his own letter on it, may be‘ transmitted to you in order that public attention
should be drawn to the subject in that country. o :

——

-

ExciLoscrE. ' .

o ‘J{ISELTON DYLR, Esq., to Sir LOUIS MALLET, c.s., India Office, dated
From W, T. THIS Royal Gardens, Kew, 16th February 1883, T P

sired by Sir Joseph Ilooker to draw your attention to the steps which have been
mkmf ;l;)u; %}c;:: c; stablishment Eo pbtain informaticn as to the lacquer indugtry of Japan. As’
u aro aware, its products are highly esteemed by all lovers of art, but up till the present time
0 ] ing has been known as to the methods by which such beautiful objects are
Obmli«l‘ig;n tho slatement of Kimpfer (1712), it has been acqep@e_d by_ botanists that the
varnish, which is the basis of all lacquer work, was obtam'efl from incisions in the three-year old
slems of a tree jindigenous to Japan, known as Rhus,y‘e»r»ztcifera. Beyond the fact that the tree
i3 cultivated as coppice wood, the information of Kimpfer does not go, and up to the present
timo our knowledge of the subject has been & complete blank. Thus Balfour in his Cyclo-
edia of India (1873) states that “ the manner_o,f’ preparing it (the varnish), and the mode of
applying it, s and is likely to remaln a secret. It had been) supposed that the Japanese
lacquerotl‘ee was identical with a common Hiwalayan species of Rhus. Dr, Brandis points out,
however, (Forost Flors, page 121) that the Himalayan treeis not ““ known to yleld'any varnish ;”’
and " Sir Joseph Hooker in elaborating the Anacardiace® for the Flora of British India (i,
aro 11) hias, in describing it under the name of Rhus Wallichii, decided that it is not identical
W;{m the Jap;mese species. The lacquer varnish tree of that country is apparently unknown
in India. 1t scems worth while, therefore, to draw the attention of the Government of India
to the fact, as seed could doubtless be easily obtained from Japan, and there are many parts of
Tndia in which the tree cou!d be cultivated. o . ‘ ,
In its lac industry Indin possesses an art which is closely allied to that of lacquering. Tt
doubfed that the latter 1s equally adapted to the methods and habits of the

can Scurcely te . N L / A .. | . . .
O ivos, Iis resultsare, in an economic point of view, infinitely saperior to those in which lac is

usod.
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At the instance of Sir Joseph Iooker, the Foreign Office cunse«]_ an rlubomli). 1nqt;l'l“yufr‘z
e made by its officers in Japan into the whole subjoct.  The result will be f‘m"l‘ 0 a \rilllf(“l
by the Acting Consul at Hakodate, dated Tokio, January 13, 1882, which has een Lh this
and laid before Parliament. I am now to sugrest that copies of this report, togvt}‘xcr “] it
communication, should be printed and transmitted to the Government of Indima, in orde
some attention shonld be attracted to the subject in that country. . Kew and
he very completa collontion illustrating the report has baen transmitted to K serts in
exhibited in the Museum of Feonomic Botany (No. 1). It has been pronounced by ex) of the
Aranesa art to be of exceptional interest an. quite noiqae of it kind, A P””"'l" rrant
expense incurred by the Foreiga Oflice in getting it together hus been defrayed from the g

; : icul
made to this establishment by the India Otlice for tho sustentation of the economico-botanicu
collections relating to India.

St——————

1EAD—tlie following Despateh from the Right ITon. the EARL OF K“IBLI\REJE;
Her Majesty's Secretary of State for India, to His Excellency the 10
IIonm'ab{e the Governor-General of Indiain Council, dated India Office,
London, 17th May 1883 No, 36 (Revcnno) j—

In reference to my Despateh of the

20th ultimo, enclosing a report from Her
Majesty’s Consul at Hakodate on the lacq

ter industry of Japan, I herewith f:O]l‘\V“’i"(])
the copy of a letter from Sir Joseph Hooker, of the 1st ultimo, which l‘xo wis x(s)m
be communicated to you, informing me of 13 having transmitted to Saharunp

) .o b . ) e o an he
and Madras, for experimental cultivation, portions of a small quantity of seed of t
Japanese lacquer tree, Rhus vernicise

. : in at
ra, which he has reccived from Mr., Quin
Hakodate.
nm—— -
Excuosore.

From W, T, THISELTON DYER, Esq., to Sir LOUIS MALLET, c.r., India Office, dated

Royal Gardens, Kew, lst March 1883, No, 536, ' S, & C.

In reference to my letter of February 141 last, Tam desired, by Sir J. D. Hooker, to

ivform you that he hag received from Mr., Quin, Acting Consul at Hakodate, & gmall quantity

of seed of tho Japanose.lucquer tree, Rhus vernicifirq, Portions have been transmitted to

Saharunpore and Madrag for experimenty] caltivation, Afe, Quin states that theso particular
seeds were obtaj

ned “ from trees which undergo a very severe winter, being almost buried in
snow for several months.’’

The tree, however, will doubtless do eq

further states that the wa

ternicifera.
Sir Joseph Hooker wishas mo to exprey

this further information to India in continy,

; uslly well in a Jogs rigorous climate. Mr. Q“i”
X used in tho north of Japan ia al] mado from the berries of Hhus

s tLe Lope that you will think it proper to transmit
tion of wy former comwmunication.

———
No. 576—93.

Copy, with copy of Despateh referye
for information, with the remark that ¢

of Japan " will be supplied whe copic

it (Agriculturc.)

d to, forwardeq tothe Government of Madras
op1cs of the report on the * Lacquer industry
¥ are received from the Consul.,

(By Ordcr.)
Rev. axp Aonict. Deer., (Signed) 1. W. HOLDERNESS,
IMLA,

Offg. Scey. he Govt. of India.
' 21st Juno 1883, g Scey. to the Govt. o

\_
Orprr—dated Gth August 1883, No. 949, Revenue.

Miscellaneous, Communicated to the Superinten-

dent, Government ‘Plantations, Parks
and Gardens, Nilgiris,
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2. The two packets of sced in question have already been separately sent to
s (True Extract.)

(Sigued) 1L E. STOKES,
" Ag. Sccretary to Government.

L1

- ihe Sunerintendent, Gn‘n\‘é-l'nn‘:(‘ni I’Ifﬂn%“f’_“’ié ph‘q 3“‘{"|‘7(:;§u’.n53 Niluiis.
N “llft\ lH\n‘nm-urv Secretary, Agri-Horticulmiral Soeciery, Modras,

" ;5‘1&041119 Sur;;eon Bidie, c.1.E.

. t-hehl')irector of Agriculture.

" the Editors’ Table,
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Exd. J. Henviens.
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Jasued

: Reap—the following Despatch from the Right Hon. the EARL OF KIMBERLEY,
: : . Her Majesty’s Secretary of State for India, to His Excellency the Most
Ror. . el : Honorable the Governor-General of India in Council, dated India Office

o London, 29th March 1883, No. 27 (Revenue) :— . ’

5 | T enclose a copy of a letter frqm Sir Joseph Hooker, together with a copy of
a * Report from Her Majesty’s Acting Consul at. Hakodate on the Lacquer industry
of Japan,” on which Sir J oseph Hooker’s letter is based.

2. In the latter, Sir Joseph Hooker points out that the Japanese lacquer
tree is not identical as was once supposed with the common Himalayan species of
Rhus, but that seeds of the Japanese tree could easily be obtained, and that there
are many parts of India in which it would grow. Its introduction in India, where
Jacquered goods are widely manufactured, would be of the highest utility, and Sir
Joseph Ilooker has therefore requested that both Mr. Acting Consul Quin’s report
and his own letter on it, may be transmitted to you in order that public attention
should be drawn to the subject in that country.

G.0., 6th Avgust 1833, No. 949,

T T

ENcLoSTRE.

‘ . 7. THISELTON DYER, Esq., to Sir LOUIS MALLET, c.s., India Office, dat
[ | From W. T Royal Gardens, Kew, 16th February 1883. ’ ce, dated

}[ I am desired by Sir Joseph Hooker to draw your attention to the steps which have been

g

|
g | | | S AUGUST. |
| | _

his establishment to obtain information as to the lacquer industry of Japan. Asg
;ziezr:iv:are, its products are highly esteemed by all lovers of art, but up tillr{he present time
practically nothing has been known as to the methods by which such beautiful objects are

ined. - . )

Obtm}i‘iom the statement of Kimpfer (1712), it has been accepted by botanists that the
varnish, which is the besis of all lacquer work, was obta.m_efl from incisions in the three-year old
gtems of a troe indigenous to Japsn, known as Rhus vernicifera. Beyond the fact that the tree
is caltivated as coppice wood, the information of Kimpfer does not go, and up to the present
time our knowledge of the subject has been a complete blank. Thus Balfour in his Cyclo-
pmdia of India (1873) states that ** the manner of preparing it (the varnish), and the mode of
- | oo D oplying it, is and is.likely. to remain & sepret.” It ha.d been supposed that the Japanese -
I . ! lacquer tree was identical with a common Himalayan species of Rhus. Dr. Brandis points out,

. ’ : however, ( Forest Flora, pago 121) that:, the Himalayan tree1s not “ known to yield any varnish 5
and Sir Joseph Hooker in elaborating the Anacardmcew' fo.x: the Flora of British India (1,
page 11) bas, in describing it under the name of Rhus Wallichii, decided that it is not identical
; with the Japanese species. The lacquer varnish tree of that country is apparently unknown
in India. It seems worth while, therefore, to draw the attention of the Government of Ingis
to the fact, as seed could doubtless be easily obtained from Japan, and there are many parts of l
i India in which the tree could be cultivated. o . .
correspondence regarding the proposed introduc- In its lac industry India possesses an art which is closely allied to that of lacquering. I
tion of the — into India; and stating that two , can scarcely be doubted that the latter is equally adapted to the methods and habits of the
packets of seed have alrcady been geparately scut B 3 patives. Its results are, in an economic pointof view, infinitely superior to those in which lac is

to him, : X used.
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Japanese Lacquer Tree.

Communicating to the Suporintendenlz,' G_oy-
ernment Plantations, Parksand Gardens, Nilgiris,
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At the instance of Sir Joseph Hooker, the Foreign Office caused an elaborate inquiry to

be made by its officers in Japan into the wholo subject. The result will be foundin a report
by the Acting Consul at Iakodate, dated Tokio, January 13, 1882, which has been printed
and lald.bef.ore Parliament. 1 am now to suggest that copies of this report, together with this
communication, should be printed and transmitted to the Government of Iudia, in order that
; , some attention should be attracted to the subject in that country.
! The very complete colloction illustrating the report has been transmitted to Kew and
exhibited in the Museum of Economic Botany (No. 1). It has been pronounced by experts in
Japanese art to be of exceptional intorest and quite unique of its kind. A portion of the
expense incurred by the Foreign Office in getting it together has been defrayed from the grant
made to this establishment by the India Oflice for the sustentation of the economico-botanical
collections relating to India.

Reap—the following Despateh from the Right Ilon. the EARL OF KIMBERLEY,
Her Majesty’s Secretary of State for India, to His Excellency the Most
Honorable the Governor-General of India in Couacil, dated 1udia Office,
London, 17th May 1883 No, 36 (Revenue) :— '

In reference to my Despatch of the 29th ultimo, enclosing a report from Iler
Majesty’s Consul at Hakodate ou the lacquer industry of Japan, I herewith forward
the copy of a letter from Sir Joseph Hooker, of the 1st ultimo, which he wishes to
be communicated to you, informing me of his having transmitted to Saharunpore
and Madras, for experimental cultivation, portions of a small quantity of seed of the
Japanese lacquer tree, Rlus vernicifera, which he has received from Mr. Quin at
Hakodate.

FNecLoSURE.

From W. T. THISELTON DYER, Esq., to Sir LOUIS MALLET, ¢.s., Tudia Office, dated
Royal Gardens, Kew, 1st March 1883, No. 536, R S. & C.

_ Inreference to my letter of February 14th last, I am desired, by Sir J. D. Hooker. to
inform you that he has received from Mr. Quin, Acting Consul at Hakodate, a small uant{,ity
of seed of the Japanese lucquer tree, Rhus vernicifera. Portions have been transmitted to
Saharunpore and Madras for experimental cultivation. Mr. Quin states that these particular
seeds were obtained “ from trees which undergo a very severe winter, being almost buried in
snow for several months.” :

The tree, however, will doubtless do eqnally well in a less rigorous climate. Mr. Quin
further states that the wax used in the north of Japan is all made from the berries of Iihus
rernieifera.

S{x.- Joseph Hooker wishes mo to express the hope that you will think it proper to transmit
this further information to India in continuation of my former comnunication,

No. 576—98-5 (Agriculture.)

Copy, with copy of Despatch referred to, forwarded to the Government of Madras
for information, with the remark that. copies of tl_xe report on the “ Lacquer industry
of Japan” will be supplied when copies are received from the Consul,

(By Order.)

(Signed)  T.W.HOLDERNESS,

{Ev. AND AcGrIcL. DepT.,
Her A Offg. Secy. to the Govt. of India.

Stara,
21st June 18‘83.
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